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(From L-R) Real Madrid forward Jose Antonio Reyes (C) is ecstatic as he celebrates his second goal with teammates, defenders Sergio Ramos (L) and Roberto Carlos in their final day fixture against Mallorca at the Santiago Bernabeu on Sunday. Coach Fabio Capello finds himself the toast of his team after leading Real 
to their first Primera Liga triumph in four years.
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(L) Farewell boys Roberto Carlos and David Beckham embrace at the end of their final match for Real Madrid. (C) A glittering all-star cast that included tennis star Rafael Nadal (top-left), Victoria Beckham (bottom) alongside Hollywood superstar Tom Cruise and his wife Katie Holmes watch proceedings with interest. (R) 
Real captain Raul Gonzalez places the Spanish flag on the Cibeles fountain in Madrid during a victory parade on Sunday night.

AFP, Madrid

R e a l  M a d r i d  
captured a record 
30 th  Span ish  
League title on 
Sunday with a 
c o m e - f r o m -
behind 3-1 win 
o v e r  R e a l  
Mallorca.   

They finished 
equal on 76 points with bitter rivals 
Barcelona, who won 5-1 at bottom 
club Gimnastic Tarragona, but 
finished ahead of the Catalan club 
thanks to their better head-to-head 
record. 

"To win we had to suffer. We 
always seem to have to suffer for 
our victories, but I'm very happy," 
said Real coach fabio Capello. 

The victory also sent David 
Beckham away to Los Angeles with 
a league championship medal 
although the former England skip-
per was substituted before the end 
of the game. 

"It's here and it's very deserved. 
The people who deserve it most are 
those who believed in us through 
the bad times. It's a victory and title 
for a team that's united and 
together," said Real captain Raul 
Gonzalez. 

Real went unbeaten over their 
last 12 games of the season and, 
after lying third in mid-March, they 
clawed back a five-point advantage 
from both Barcelona and Sevilla. 

They only needed to beat 
Mallorca to claim La Liga but the 
visitors' Fernando Varela silenced 
the 76,000 Real fans in the Santiago 
Bernabeu - which included film star 
Tom Cruise and his wife Katie 
Holmes - when he found the net 
after 17 minutes. 

A defensive lack of concentration 
saw Juan Arango go around Sergio 
Ramos, and Michel Salgado failed 
to cut out the Venezuelan's cross, 
before Varela sloted the ball past 
Iker Casillas. 

Madrid pressed hard and both 
Raul and Robinho went close but 
Real suffered another blow when 
Ruud van Nistelrooy, scorer of 26 
goals this season, had to be taken 
off with a hamstring injury after 30 
minutes. 

Van Nistelrooy's departure 
meant he will only get a share of the 
European Golden Boot award with 
Roma's Francesco Totti. 

Varela almost got a second goal 
after 55 minutes but, with only Casillas 
to beat, pushed the ball wide. 

Beckham's four-year career at 
the Spanish club ended 65 minutes 

into his last game when he limped 
off, clearly still feeling the effects of 
the ankle injury he sustained during 
England's 3-0 win over Estonia 10 
days ago. 

He sat glumly in the dugout, 
under the gaze of his pop star wife 
Victoria who was sitting alongside 
Cruise, but his initial disappointment 
turned to joy as his replacement 
Jose Antonio Reyes found the net 
twice. 

After only being on the field for 
three minutes, Reyes side-footed 
the ball past Mallorca goalkeeper 
Miguel Angel Moya after Gonzalo 
Higuain, Van Nistelrooy's replace-
ment, had pulled the ball back from 
the dead ball line. 

Nine minutes from time, Real 
finally got their noses in front when 
the ball glanced off an unlucky 
Angelos Bassinas after Moya had 
pushed a Mahamadou Diarra 

header onto his team mate. 
Reyes then crowned Madrid's 

night to remember with a tremendous 
left foot shot two minutes later. 

"There have been a lot of bad 
times this season but where you 
finish is more important than how 
you got there," said Reyes. 

Barcelona completed their part 
of the bargain hoping that Real 
would slip up. 

Carlos Puyol opened the scoring 
with a left foot shot from the edge of 
the six yard box, with the Barca 
captain hammering home a Lionel 
Messi pass after 20 minutes. 

Messi then added a second after 
35 minutes with an exquisite chip 
from just inside the area. 

Ronaldinho made it 3-0 from a 
direct free kick three minutes later 
and Messi then got his second of 
the night five minutes after the 
break. 

Swedish striker Tobais Grahn got 
a late consolation goal for Gimnastic 
late in the game before Barca's 
Gianluca Zambrotta ended their 
scoring spree in injury time. 

Sevilla started the night in third 
place, two points in arrears of the 
leading two, but went down 1-0 at 
home to Villarreal, who secured
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Fabio Capello 
g u i d e d  R e a l  
Madrid to the 
Spanish title on 
Sunday but the 
big question now 
is: will the Italian 
coach be at the 
h e l m  o f  t h e  
Spanish giants 

next season? 
Capello has gone from hero to 

villain and back to hero again in the 
eyes of the capricious Real support-
ers but his future is still far from 
certain despite engineering a suc-
cess that seemed unlikely three 
months ago. 

With 11 weeks to go, Real were 
lying five points adrift of Barcelona 
but an unbeaten run since then saw 
them grab La Liga from under the 
noses of their bitter rivals. 

"I'm happy here. I want to carry 
on but that doesn't depend on me 
and I've got to talk to the president," 
said Capello after Sunday's 3-1 win 
over Real Mallorca clinched Real's 
record 30th league title. 

He talked briefly last week to 
Real president Ramon Calderon 
and the two are expected to resume 
discussions again next week. 

"We are going to talk next week. 
We will look at things calmly," said 
Calderon cautiously on Sunday. 

"Capello still has two years left 
on his contract. Now let's enjoy this 
success along with everybody else, 
then afterwards we'll take a decision 
together," added Real's sporting 
director Pedja Milatovic. 

Mijatovic played under Capello 
during his previous stint at the club 
in 1996-97, when he also led Real to 
the league title, and was instrumen-
tal in bringing Capello back to the 
club. 

Capello was hailed as Real's 
saviour last summer after his arrival 
at a team which was enduring its 
worst barren spell for more than half 
a century. 

He returned on the back of the 
success in the presidential election 
of Calderon and was seen as the 
man who could gain control of an 
increasingly disunited dressing 
room. 

However, a mediocre start to the 
season quickly turned the Spanish 
media and Real's own super-critical 
fans against him. 

In early February, there were 
constant rumours that Capello 
would resign if Real would pay him 
off with 15 million euros, which was 
the remainder of his contract in full 

through to 2009. 
Sources close to the club told 

Spanish newspapers that Calderon 
was only prepared to pay Capello 
six million euros and so he stayed 
put. 

"Capello hasn't resigned, what a 
shame," said the front page of 
Spanish sports daily As on February 
20. 

"But Capello is finished," added 
fellow Spanish newspaper Marca 
on the same day. 

Despite being knocked out of the 
Champions League by Bayern 
Munich, domestic results over the 
next month improved, but not 
entirely to everyone's liking. 

"Capello's future depends on the 
result in the Nou Camp," com-
mented As ahead of Real's game at 
then leaders Barcelona on March 
10. 

Real's reserve team coach, and 
80s legend, Michel Gonzalez had 
apparently been lined up as a short-
term replacement.  

But an outstanding 3-3 draw at 
Barca bought Capello time and he 
went on to weather the storm with 
Real only notching up one furthe La 
Liga loss. 

"Capello please stay," chanted 
Real's supporters on Sunday night.
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The 'comeback 
kings'
AFP, Madrid

The front page of the Spanish sports 
daily Marca said it all on Monday, 
above a picture of the Real Madrid 
squad celebrating their Spanish title 
win. 

"I've won the league of the come-
backs," ran the headline of Spain's 
biggest selling newspaper, clearly 
anticipating the emotions of the Real 
players. 

Real Madrid seemed down-and-
out of the championship race in 
March, lying third and five points in 
arrears of the league leaders and 
bitter rivals Barcelona but only 
suffered one loss in their last 17 
games. 

"The miracle factory," reflected 
another Spanish sports daily As on 
Monday. "Another epic comeback by 
Madrid in the closest league for 
many years," added the respected 
mainstream daily El Pais. 

The Spanish title was the first to 
end with two teams on level points 
since 1994, with Real getting the 
verdict over Barcelona owing to their 
better head-to-head record. 

"Madrid, at last, win the league 
after four years," added another 
Spanish newspaper ABC, with just a 
hint of pro-Madrid editorial bias. 

The Barcelona-based national 
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Glory, glory Real Madrid Capello hits jackpot

2007  Real Madrid 
2006  Barcelona 
2005 Barcelona 
2004 Valencia 
2003 Real Madrid 
2002 Valencia 
2001  Real Madrid 
2000 Deportivo La Coruna 
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