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Whether Calderon heard their pleas 
or not, only time will tell. 

If Capello does leave in the 
summer, he will not be the first Real 
coach to be shown the door after a 
stunning success. 

German coach Jupp Heynckes 
was sacked just days after Real won 
the Champions League in 1998. 

Vicente Del Bosque, who has also 
been mooted as a possible succes-
sor to Capello, did not have his 
contract renewed in the summer of 
2003 despite leading Real to two 
Champions Leagues and two La Liga 
titles in his four years in charge. 
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 fifth place. 
Fabricio Fuentes header after 50 

minutes provided Villarreal with 
their eighth consecutive win and a 
place in the UEFA Cup next season. 

Real Zaragoza finished sixth and 
secured the other slot in the UEFA 
Cup. 
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papers inevitably took the side of 
their local team. 

"In the end, the miracle disap-
peared into smoke," said El 
Periodico on its front page, along-
side a picture of a downcast 
Ronaldinho trooping off the field 
despite Barca having thrashed 
bottom club Gimnastic Tarragona 5-
1. 

Real needed to win to ensure 
their record 30th title and they did 
just that, coming from one goal 
down to capture the championship 
with three second half goals to beat 
Real Mallorca 3-1. 

Dutch legend Johan Cruyff, who 
tasted success with Barca as both a 
player and a coach, tried to pour a 
little bit of literary cold water on 
Real's celebrations in his column in 
La Vanguardia. 

"The irony of football is that it's 
easier to take decisions when you 
lose. When you win, as happened 
with Barcelona last season, you 
want to touch as little as possible. 
Now Madrid have that hot potato," 
said Cruyff. 

However, not even Cruyff's well-
reasoned insight was likely to dis-
tract the majority of the Spanish 
media on Monday, who embarked 
an almost-rabid congratulatory 
stream of prose. 

"Madrid go to heaven," added As 

on its inside pages. "The biggest 
fiesta you've ever dreamed of. 
There has been 1,456 days since 
Real Madrid celebrated a league," 
commented Marca. 

There were a lot of sore heads in 
Madrid on Monday morning, and not 
just among Spanish newspaper 
journalists. 

An estimated 500,000 Madrid 
fans flocked to the Cibeles fountain 
in the centre of the Spanish capital, 
the traditional celebration point for 
the club's supporters. 

This year, a massive police 
cordon stopped supporters from 
reaching the monument as consid-
erable damage has been caused in 
previous years. 

Shields were also erected high 
above central statue of the goddess 
of fertility to stop the fans performing 
the Spanish ritual of throwing bottles 
into the fountain. 

Denied their usual fun, several 
groups of youths decided instead to 
throw bottles at the police, which 
provoking a response of baton 
charges. 

Spanish television pictures 
showed police apprehending sev-
eral people and others being treated 
for injuries but no figures of arrests 
or hospital admissions have yet to 
be released. 

Glory, glory 

Capello hits 
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Andy Roddick of the United States holds the winner's trophy after beating Frenchman Nicolas Mahut at the Queen's 
final in west London on Sunday.

AFP, London

Andy Roddick won a record equalling 
fourth Queen's title with a hard-fought 
three-set victory over unseeded 
Nicolas Mahut on Sunday.

Roddick, the second seed, will 
never have worked harder to win any 
of his titles at the Wimbledon warm-up 
event as France's Mahut pushed him 
all the way before the American finally 
won 4-6, 7-6, 7-6.

The world number five, who had 
won the title three times between 2003 
and 2005, has tied the record for most 
singles crowns jointly held by Lleyton 
Hewitt, Boris Becker and John 
McEnroe.

Roddick, who has lost only twice in 
25 matches at Queen's, collected a 
cheque for 80,500 euros but more 
importantly claimed his first tour title of 
the season.

He is moving into ominous form just 
in time for Wimbledon, where he has 
twice lost to Roger Federer in the final, 
and will believe he can go one better at 
the All-England club this year.

Roddick was delighted to have 
passed his coach Jimmy Connors' 
total of three Queen's titles and jok-
ingly taunted the legendary American, 
who was courtside in west London. 

"I had to win this one because for 
the only time in all the places we go, 
I've won a tournament more times than 
him," Roddick said. "That doesn't 
happen very often. 

"This was by far the toughest 
match I've ever played here and I feel 

pretty lucky to be standing in the 
winners circle. Hopefully I can carry 
that over to Wimbledon." 

Mahut, ranked 106th in the world, 
covered his head in a towel at the end 
of the match to hide a few tears of 
disappointment, but as he prepares to 
qualify for Wimbledon next week he 
can look back at a tournament to 
remember. 

He had beaten four seeds, French 
Open champion Rafael Nadal, Ivan 
Ljubicic, Jonas Bjorkman and Arnaud 
Clement, en route to the final. 

Mahut said: "I will remember this 
forever. It was like a dream. I just 
needed one for a point. 

"I did my best but Andy was just too 
good. He is a great player and a great 
champion." 

A powerful overhead smash on the 
first point showed Mahut wasn't going 
to be overawed by the occasion. 
Roddick had admitted on Saturday 
that he feared Mahut's go-for-broke 
approach would make him a tough 
proposition and he was proved exactly 
right. Mahut, who gave a glimpse of his 
grass court potential when he won 
Junior Wimbledon in 2000, has a big 
enough serve but concentrates more 
on placement and then coming in to 
volley than blowing opponents off 
court. 

Roddick managed to earn just one 
break point in the first set, at 4-4, when 
Mahut showed a rare moment of 
hesitancy at the net and put a volley 
long. 

The danger was quickly snuffed out 
by a more accurate Mahut volley and, 
with Roddick visibly becoming frus-
trated by his failure to break, the 

Frenchman made him pay in the next 
game. 

Mahut had been unable to put 
Roddick's serve under threat in the 
early stages, but with the American 
serving to stay in the set, Mahut was 
presented with his first break point 
after a wild forehand. 

He gratefully seized it to clinch the 
set thanks to another unforced error 
from Roddick, this time an overhit 
backhand, and pumped his fists in 
triumph. 

Both players were serving well 
enough that the second set was a no-
thrills affair with no break points. It went 
to a breaker and Mahut moved to 
match-point on Roddick's serve, but 
netted with his opponent out of 
position.Roddick pounced immedi-
ately. He won a set point and Mahut 
cracked, putting a volley into the net to 
give the American the set. 

Mahut's deft use of angles kept 
Roddick off-balance and he won one 
point he had no right to reach thanks to 
an acrobatic dive in the 10th game of 
the final set. 

With the combined ace count 
reaching 43, Roddick hitting 22, by late 
in the final set, a tie-break was inevita-
ble. 

It was Roddick who got the decisive 
break when his forehand hit the net 
and bounced in over Mahut's racket. 
That was all the encouragement 
Roddick needed and he clinically 
closed out the match. 

AFP, Birmingham

Maria Sharapova believes her grass 
court game is shaping up well a 
week ahead of Wimbledon despite 
her defeat in the Birmingham final at 
the hands of Serbia's Jelena 
Jankovic.

Jankovic won Sunday's final 4-6, 
6-3, 7-5 to deny Sharapova a third 
title in the English Midlands, but the 
world number two was delighted 
that her injured shoulder stood up to 
the strain of having to play four 
matches in two days.

"I can only take good things away 
from the match. I've improved 
tremendously and I'm a much better 
grass court player than I was four 
matches ago," said Sharapova 
whose heavy weekend workload 
was caused by the rain which had 
played havoc with the schedule 
here.

"Coming into the week, my goal 
was to play five matches, so I could-
n't be more pleased. I asked to play 
five matches and I did."

Jankovic, the world number four, 
was delighted to have wrapped up 
her fourth title of 2007.

"I just tried to stay positive out 
there and that's what helped me win 
the match," said the Serbian.

"I'm so happy this is my first title 
on grass. My fourth one this year, 
and now I have titles on three differ-
ent surfaces - hard, grass and clay - 
so it's a good thing for me."

Both Jankovic and Sharapova 
had played their semi-finals earlier 
in the day.

The 22-year-old Serbian had 
defeated Italian eighth seed Mara 
Santangelo 6-1,  7-5,  whi le 
Sharapova saw off French fifth seed 
Marion Bartoli 7-5, 6-0.

Bartoli had had to play her 
quarterfinal at the start of the day 
and came back from a set down to 
defeat Slovakian third seed Daniela 
Hantuchova 5-7, 6-4, 7-5.

Despite dropping the first set of 
the final, Jankovic finished the 
stronger of the two players, benefit-
ing from having finished her semifi-
nal two hours earlier than the 
Russian.

Roddick touches record
Maria's eyes on 
Wimbledon

AFP, Bhurban

Former Australian fast bowler Geoff 
Lawson said Monday he was 
honoured to be a candidate to 
coach Pakistan, saying it was one 
of the top jobs in world cricket.

Lawson, 49, is one of three 
Australians shortlisted to replace 
Bob Woolmer -- who died at the 
World Cup in Jamaica in March -- 
along with former Bangladesh 
coach  Dav  Whatmore  and  
Richard Done.

"I am honoured and feel great 
pride to be among the running 
candidates. Pakistan have a 
bright future and that's what took 
me here," Lawson told reporters 
in the Himalayan resort of 
Bhurban.

"It is one of the most important 
jobs in world cricket. I am actually 
in the running and it is great to be 
back in Pakistan after 25 years," 
sa i d  L a w so n ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  

Australian team who lost 3-0 in a 
Test series here in 1982.

Lawson, who took 180 wickets 
in 46 Tests between 1980 to 1987, 
arrived here early Monday and 
was interviewed by a three-

Lawson feels honouredUmps & refs 
for
Scotland ties
announced
PTI, Dubai

Umpires Mark Benson, Billy Bowden 
and Aleem Dar will stand in the 
upcoming cricket matches in Ireland 
which will also see India and South 
Africa in action.

Australian Alan Hurst has been 
appointed match referee for the 
matches to be played between June 
23 and July 1.

India's match against Ireland at 
Stormont will have Englishman Mark 
Benson and New Zealander Billy 
Bowden as on-field umpires with 
Pakistan's Aleem Dar as the third 
umpire.

Benson and Dar will stand in the 
India-South Africa matches on June 
26 and July 1, while Bowden will 
stand with Benson when Rahul 
Dravid's team clashes with the 
Proteas on June 29.

The India-Pakistan one-dayer, 
scheduled for July 3 in Glasgow, will 
be officiated by Benson and South 
African Ian Gould. Sri Lankan 
Roshan Mahanama will be the match 
referee.

Meanwhile, India's Suresh 
Shastri will stand in the first and third 
Tests between Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh to be held in Colombo 
and Kandy respectively. The series 
will have Jeff Crowe of New Zealand 
as match referee.
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Rony, Sony, Felix, Mahiuddin, 
J a h a n g i r,  E m r u l  ( M a m u n ) ,  
Adeyinka, Apu (Emon), Ikogho and 
Francis.
Referee: Abdul Hannan.

12 goals: Paul (Mohammedan), Junior 
(Brothers)
6 goals:  A l faz  (Mukt i joddha) ,  
N icodemus (Arambagh) ,  Robin  
(Farashganj)
5 goals: Moni (Muktijoddha), Younes 
(Russel),
4 goals: Prashanta (Khulna Abahani), 
Igir (Russel), Khokon, Abraham (Ctg 
Abahani)
3 goals: Mamun (Khulna Abahani), 
I b r a h i m  ( A b a h a n i ) ,  E m e k a  
(Mohammedan), Brahim (Muktijoddha), 
Apu (Rahmatganj) 
2 goals: Yusuf, Asif (Ctg Moha-
mmedan), Enock, Faisal (Brothers), 
Emi ly,  Abu l  (Abahani ) ,  Munna 
(Muktijoddha), Ali Hossain (Farashganj), 
Mohammed Rony (Mohammedan), 
Tajul, Pikul (Khulna Abahani), Biketi, Iddi 
(Arambagh), Francis (Rahmatganj)

TOP SCORERS

member Pakistan Cricket Board 
panel in the afternoon.

He admitted he was initially 
reluctant to come but changed his 
mind after last week's announce-
ment by Jamaican police that 
Woolmer died of natural causes 
and was not murdered, as initially 
announced.

"It is fair to say that I changed 
my mind after it was announced 
Woolmer died of natural causes. I 
mean, there could not have been 
any other reason and had it been I 
would not have been here," said 
Lawson.

Lawson expressed admiration 
for former England Test batsman 
Woolmer, whose wicket he took 
as part of a haul of 7-81 in 1981 at 
Lord's.

"I played against him and 
found him a great player," he 
said.

"We crossed paths n ine 
months ago and apart from his 
coaching abilities, which were 
superior, he was a good human 
being and the world cricket will 
miss him."

The Australian said it was 
"disappointing" to see Pakistan 
dumped out of the World Cup by 
outsiders Ireland in March. 
Woolmer was found dead in his 
room the following day.

"They are impressive when 
they play well and are frustrat-
ing when they play bad but they 
still are a good group of men 
who can be motivated," Lawson 
said of the Pakistan team, whom 
he will meet on Tuesday.

"I have been a great admirer 
of Pakistan players, having 
watched their matches in early 
mornings in Australia and met 
some players" while working 
with the media, he said.

Pakistan are currently train-
ing in the northwestern city of 
Abbotabad for next month's tour 
of Scotland, where they will play 
one limited overs international 
each against the hosts and 
India.

Pak i s tan  adve r t i sed  the  
coaching post after Woolmer's 
death and shortlisted candi-
dates on Saturday. Whatmore is 
due to  be  in te rv iewed on 
Wednesday while Done met 
Pakistani officials on Sunday.

Another Australian, Steve 
Rixon, turned down an offer to 
come to Pakistan for an interview, 
saying he had already taken up 
coaching assignments before the 
PCB contacted him.

Lawson said it was "flattering" 
that Australians were in demand 
as coaches at international level, 
adding that "Australia have a 
strong system backed by the 
winning ways of the national 
team."

Except for England and South 
Africa, all 10 Test playing coun-
tries have had Australian coaches 
in the past decade.

Sr i  Lanka have recent ly  
appointed Trevor Bayliss as a 
replacement for Tom Moody, also 
an Australian, who left the job 
after the World Cup. India have 
yet to find a replacement for their 
Australian coach, Greg Chappell.

South African Graham Ford 
and England's John Emburey 
refused India's offers earlier this 
month, forcing India to delay the 
decision.

GEOFF LAWSON
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against the lesser bowlers.
West Indies had let England off 

the hook, with Samuels's five overs 
costing 35 runs and by the time they 
took the new ball, as soon as it was 
available after 80 overs, their oppo-
nents were 295 for six.

Prior, who became the first 
England keeper to score a century 
on Test debut with 126 not out at 
Lord's, scythed the first delivery with 
the new ball, from Collymore, over 
the slips for four and next ball com-
pleted an 87-ball fifty in style by 

lofting the seamer over mid-wicket 
for six.

Collingwood then went to 98 with 
an on-driven four off Edwards 
before pulling him to reach a hun-
dred in 149 balls with his 13th four.

Runs were coming quickly, 
England scoring 29 off the first two 
overs with the new ball.  

They resumed Monday on 121 
for four, after losing three late wick-
ets on Sunday, with Andrew Strauss 
72 not out.

That left England 166 behind 
after West Indies had been rescued 

by Shivnarine Chanderpaul's 
unbeaten 136.

Strauss had only added five to 
his overnight score when Edwards 
had the left-handed opener edging 
to wicketkeeper Denesh Ramdin.

His 77, which featured 11 fours, 
was Strauss's best Test score since 
his 116 against Pakistan at 
Headingley in August 2006.

At tea, West Indies had given 
away a wasteful 34 runs in bowling 
extras in contrast to England's lone-
no ball from Collingwood.

England have an unassailable 2-

C'wood gives Eng lead
0 lead in the four-match series.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at tea on the fourth day 
of the fourth Test between England 
and the West Indies at Riverside on 
Monday:
WEST INDIES: First innings 287 
(Chanderpaul  136 not  out ;  
Sidebottom 5-88)
ENGLAND: First innings (over-
night: 121-4)
Strauss c Ramdin b Edwards 77
Cook c Ramdin b Edwards 13
Vaughan c Bravo b Edwards 19
Hoggard c Gayle b Collymore 0
Pietersen c Ramdin b Edwards 0
Collingwood not out 115
Bell c Morton b Powell 11
Prior c Smith b Edwards 62
Harmison not out 1
Extras: (b-5, lb-4, w-13, nb-21) 43
Total: (For 7 wkts in 89 overs) 341
Fall of wickets: 1-37, 2-110, 3-119, 
4-121, 5-133, 6-165, 7-334
To bat: Sidebottom, Panesar
Bowler O M R W
Edwards 20 1 88 5
Powell 27 5 78 1
Collymore 26 5 96 1
Gayle 9 3 25 0
Bravo 2 0 10 0
Samuels 5 0 35 0
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and committee member Nasim 
Ashraf said.

Ashraf added that the committee 
would ask the ICC for grants to 
develop cricket grounds in all four 
countries, "like they gave to the 
Caribbean countries," said Ashraf.

The meet ing a lso chose 
Pakistan's eastern cultural hub of 
Lahore as the headquarters of the 
World Cup 2011.

The four countries from the 
subcontinent beat a joint bid from 
Australia and New Zealand to stage 
the 2011 World Cup. Australia and 
New Zealand will now have the 
2015 edition.

Pakistan and India, who are 
bitter sporting and political rivals, 
hosted the event in 1987 and were 
joined by Sri Lanka 1996.

The next organising committee 
meeting will be held in India in 
November-December this year.

WC 2011 

Another feather 
in Rajib's cap
SPORTS REPORTER

Enamul Hossain Rajib had the last 
laugh when the International Master 
lifted the title of the Destiny 
International Rating chess tourna-
ment on the final day at the 
Bangladesh Chess Federation hall-
room.

In yesterday's ninth and final 
round of the premier group competi-
tion, an unbeaten Rajib defeated 
Debaraj Chatterjee to take his tally to 
seven points. 

Rajib's previous round co-leader 
Sheikh Nasir gave up when he 
crashed to Abu Sufian Shakil and 
finish fourth with six points. Shakil 

also had six points but settled for fifth 
place.

IM Abdullah Al Rakib got the 
runner-up trophy despite ending 
level with Grand Master Ziaur 
Rahman on 6.5 points.

In the primary group, Kazi Taherul 
Islam emerged unbeaten champion 
with eight points while Anisuzzaman 
Jewel runner-up with 7.5 points.

ENAMUL HOSSAIN RAJIB
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England's innings win in May's 
second Test against West Indies.

England's 2-0 series clinching 
victory in the third Test at Old 
Trafford completed a week ago saw 
Vaughan become his country's most 
successful Test captain with 21 wins 
in 35 matches, breaking the record 
of Peter May.
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20.30 in the Caribbean, has been 
troubled by his bowling arm accen-
tuated by his slingshot delivery.

"Shaun is undergoing arthro-
scopic surgery on his right elbow on 
Tuesday to relieve soft-tissue 
impingement," Australian team 
physiotherapist Alex Kountouris 
said in a statement Monday.

"We are hoping he will be back 
bowling by mid-August. This would 
leave him with a 50-50 chance of 
playing in the ICC Twenty20 World 
Cup in South Africa."

Tait seized his opportunity to 
carve out a regular place in the 
Australian side at the World Cup 
following a pre-tournament injury to 
Brett Lee.

Captain Ricky Ponting gave the 
24-year-old South Australian 
licence to rough up opposing teams' 
top orders with the new ball at the 
World Cup.

It was a tactic which paid off 
handsomely with Australia claiming 
a third successive World Cup title in 
the final against Sri Lanka.

By now 

Tait to have

Vintage Alfaz The 'comeback kings'
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