ban, danger of disaster

Over 3 lakh exposed to serious threat in CHT

JASIM MATUMDER, Khagrachhari

Hill eutting in Rangamati,

Bandarban and Khagrachhari
continues unabated despite
miudsiides every so often during
the monsoon in a chilling reminder
of the disastrous consequences
thitit could leave.

Forest office sotirces sald the
sonseless act disregarding the
governiment prohibition poses
serlous threat (o over three lakh
human lives, ecology and
hlodiversity of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) The department of
environment banned levelling hills
in 2005,

Mudslides triggered by mon-
soonskilled atleast two peopleand
injured 20 others at sadar and
[smn upazilus of Bundarban dis-

trict In the last three days. Besides, ©

mudflows have caused extensive
damage to many houses in the
CHT.
lier on Monday, a series of
esacross the port city leftat
least 128killed and scores injured.
filegal hill clearing is common
in almost all the 28 upazilas of
Khagrachbiari, Rangamati and
Bandarban, the forest office
sources said,

Local influentials teamed up
with a section of cronked govern-
ment officials have levelled off o
viiat expange of hilly aretis to build
houses, business centres and other
structures, theyadded,

In Khagrachhari district,
Shalban, Comilla Tilla, TE&T
Building srea, Sabujbagh, New
Police Lines, Panchmile, DG Hiils,
Jull Hills, Boads and Highway
Resthouge Hills, Khagrachhari

epe Par, Tetulila and No-1

~ Kudimuall are the areas where

denuding and razing of hills are
rampant
Besides, Barkal, Subolong, and

Rajasshali in Rangamati and
Balagata, Alikhong, Ruma,
Dabrukhyong, Bus Stand area,
Alikadam, Kalaghata and
Betehhari areas in Bandarban have
long been subjected 1o the illegal
practice.

Some government establish-
méents on the hillsides are danger-
ously exposed to rain-induced
cave-ins,

Environment activists and
journalists have filed several gen-
eral diaries with the locil police
stations against hill cutting, But the
administration has yet to take
measures to protect the high lands
fromdepletion,

Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association (Rela) last
yearissued legal notice to secretar-
ies of the environment and forest,

land and puhlic works ministries,
calling on them to act immediately

against hillcutting butto no effect.
The same year it also issued
notice to divisional commissioner
of Chittagong, deputy commis-
sioner of Khagrachhari, environ-
ment department offices in Dhaka
and Chittagong, superintendent of
polive and Dighinala upazila
SEE PAGE 15 COL 5
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People wade in a flonded area of Hallshahar In Chittagong as yesterday's downpour submerged many low-lying

areas of the porf city.

Hasina not allowed

to leave country

Govt trying to push me out of
politics, alleges AL chief

HASAN JARID TUSHER

The army-backed caretaker gov-
ermment yesterday did not let
Awaml League (AL) President
Shelkh Hasinaleave the country for
the USA. The former prime minis-
tr termed the government move
“Inhuman® and a "mistake”.

"I wanted to go to the US (o
assist my pregnant’ daughter. But
the government did notallew meto
go...This is undemocmatic and
absplutely inhuman. I think good
sense will prevail soon upon the
government,” Hasina said in her
immediate reaction.

However, expressing her firm
desiter togo to the US any day, s%‘u
said, "l'must-go to/the US 1o assist
mydaughter.”

Sourees sald when contacted on
behalf of the party the government
informed the AL ol its decision that
Hasina would not be allowed to
leave the country, The immigration
authorities also (old the AL leaders

+ that they have government orders

robioletHasinago abroad,

Coming out from Hasina's
Sudha Sadan residence, AL
Presidium member Matia
Chowdhury told journalists at
10:00pm that the party is sggrieved
and shocked at the government
decision and termed this a "mis-
ake",

Matia hoped that the govern-
ment will realise jts mistake and
allow Hasina to see her daughter in
the USA,

Meanwhile, in addition to
deploying heavy police contin-
gents around Sudha Sadan, the
government did not also allow the
policé protection for Hasina to go
to Sudha Sadan yesterday. A total of
12 platoons of police were
deployed around Sudha Sadan.
More police were also deployed in
Dhanmondiresidential areas,

Talking to The Daily Star, police
officials posted at Sudha Sadan said
they had instructions to prevent
Hasinafrom goingto the airport.

A Dhaka court on Thursday
asked the police to take necessary

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Govt to jeopardise its
legitimacy it polls
not held at earliest
Butenis tells The Eﬁrﬂg Star

ASHFAQ WARES KHAN

Outgoing US Ambassador in
Dhaka Patricia A Butenls said on
Thursday that she would like to see
Bangladeshi democracy retumn 1o
its "full fold™ at the earliest, other-
wise the legitimacy and legacy of
the government will be jeopar-
dised.

In a parting interview, Butenis
reiterated her support for the
caretaker government but said she
will continue to speak out against
human rights vialations and that
the ban on politics should be lifted
1o allow political parties to engage
inelectoral reforme.

Recounting her experience
during the political turmoil leading
up to the declaration of state of
cihergency on January 11, Butenis
sald she "begged" the Tnjuddin
Ahmed-led caretaker government
not to hold a one-sided election,
and pleaded, in vain, with the
major political parties to reach a
compromise,

Patricia A Butenis

Butenis was appointed the US
ambassador to Bangladesh 14
months ago and is leaving prema-
turely for a high-level post in
Baghdad.

In an exclusive interview with
The Daily Star at its office, Butenis

SEE PAGE 15COL 4
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Hill cutting rampt defying

-900 Biman staff
resign so far
under VRS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Voluntary Retirement Schemn
(VES) of Biman Bangladesh Airlines
got ‘satisfactory’ respanse from 1%
officials and cmployees on the
second week of its three-week tGme
fimiit as some 900 Biman staffs have
sofar resigned voluntarily.

As part of the government plan
to turn the natlonal flag carrierinto
a public limied company (PLC)
and make it a healthy and profit-
able commercinl venture, Biman
Bangladesh Airlines on June §
offered the VRS simingat trimiming
its staff to 3,400 from around 4,800
workingat the organlsation.

The Biman's present organogram
approves as,800-strong inanpower.

Expressihg satisfuction over the
nimber of respondents to the VRS
s0 far, Managing Director (MD) of
Biman Bangladesh Airlines Dr MA
Momen said, "We think the num-
ber of respondents would exceed
ourexpectation.”

Muany Biman officinls and gtaff
said that they will take some more
days to decide about responding to
the VRS,

The VRS offer endson June20,

Biman sought about Tk 300
crore from the governmen! to
implement the VRS programme,

Some 100 Biman officials and
employees have been gither nxed
or given forced retirement in last
sixmonths, Biman sources said.

Top outlaw
killed in
'crossfire’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

A top leader of the outlawed Purba
Banglar Cormmmunist Party (PBCP)
wis killed in "crossfire” during a
"shontout” between Rapid Action
Bartallon (Rab) and his cohorts a1
Parkisunda of Atrai- upazila in

The dendwasidentified as Dulal
aling Kalum, 28, of Sadupur in the
upazila, He wasa PBCP operations
commander of Naogaon zone, He
was wianted in sik murder cases
filed with Atrai and Raninagar
police stations in Naogaon, Rab in
apress release claimed.

On secret information, Rab
personnel went to a mango
orchard In Parkasunda around
4:00am and saw around 10 people
holding a secret meceting thege,
= Sensing the law enforcers'
presence, the geng opened fire on
the Reb team that triggered a 10-
minute gun battle.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Top level changes
in foreign
ministry soon

DIELOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Some changes are on the anvil in
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
diplomatic sources sald.

Acting Secretary o the Foreign
Ministry Touhid Hossain, who
holds the rank of an additional
secretary, is due to be posted as the
county's high commissioner to
Australia.

The position became vacant
after Humyaun Kabir, who used to
be the high commissioner to
Australia had been appolnted as
the ambassador to the United
States.

Meanwhile, the government is
seriously considering appointing a
senior diplomat with international
exposure as the new foreign

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Khaleda also wants reform
but won't quit post

Reformists say she must disprove carruption charges

RakiB HASNET SUMAN

Differences between BNP
Chairperson Khaleds Zia and othor

purty leaders over the much-

talked-about intra-party reforms
have now tuwrned Into o serious
conflict, sources said,

Khuleda is worried over the
activities of party leaders working
for reforms while the reformists
expeathertoguit the top party post
as, they think, she has falled o run
the party in an acceptable manner,
They might make a formal
annbunceément on reformssoon,

Party insiders said Khaleda also
wanils somé feforms in the party
but refuses to leave the post of
chairparson under pressure. But

pro-reform leaders believe she will

rehabilitate corrupt party leaders
like her son Tarique Rahman in
future if she continues to head the
party.

"Party leaders and workers will
not allow her to head the party
unless corruption allegations
against her and her family mem-
bers are proved fulse in cour,” a
senior BNP leader told The Daily
Star, |

But Goyeswar Chandra Ray,
joint secretary generzl of the BND,
recently met party Secretary
General Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
and urged him to resolve the
reform issues through discussion
with Khaleda. "Leaders and activ-
ists of the party will decide through
election during the party council
whether Khaleda will continue as

the party chairperson or not,” he
told reporters yesterday,

Referring to reported splitin the
BNP, Goyeswar said," We are now
hearing about BNP (Zia)... In the
past we saw BNP (Huda), BNP
{Matin) but all these initiatives
proved frujtless.”

Former BNP lawmaker Sardar
Shakhawat Hossain Bakul, known
as o pro-reform party leader, yes-
terday told this correspondent,
"Top leader of any political party
should leave the party s well as
politics if there are allegations of
corruption against him/her'.

Party leaders will sit shonly for
announcement of reforms, he
added,

Besides preparing reform

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

No textbooks even
after 5 months
of academic year

SURANJITH DEARNATH

English medium students of sec-
ondary level under the government
education boards are facing prob-
lems as theyare yetto getthisyear's
English version textbooks even
after passing of five and a half
months of the current academic
year,

Students of classes six to ten
have to buy photocopies of old
English version textbooks at much
higher prices whilg most of the
photocopied books are ehscure
und with missing chapters, teach-
erssaid.

NCTB officials, however, said
printing process of around 10 lakh
books of 58 subjects for classes six

to ten is now going on and the
printing and binding of the new
hooks will be complete by the end
of the currentmonth.

NCTB Chairman Prof Yusuf
Farong, who attributed the
unusual delay mainly to correction
ol huge errors, rewriting and trans-
lation of a number of books, said,
"We had to translate anew 23 books
which ate up a lot of ime. Besides,
we have to check and recheck the
earller editions which are full of
errors and withmissing chapters.”

"At the eleventh hour we had to
rewrite the history of the Liberation
War for different books including
Bengali, social science and civics as
the education ministry directed us

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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Artistes perform at a function on the premises of the Institute of Fine Arts to celebrate the first day d‘hﬁlr.
the rains in Bengal yesterday. Udichi Shilpi Gosthy arranged the function.

INDOOR POLITICS

Ban unlikely to go till fa
of 2 top leaders settled

SHAKHAWAT LITON

Allowing indoor politics seems
uncertinln ufiless political future of
the two top leaders -- ANP
‘Chaifperson Khaleda” Zfa and’
Awami Lengue [AL) President
Sheikh Hasina - s settled.

Sources sald policymakers of
the caretaker government and pro-
reform senior leaders of bhoth the
BNP and AL believe that meaning-
ful reforms in the parties are not
possible keeping the iwo leaders at
thehelin,

And- the government sppears
unwilling to lift the ban on indoor
politics until there is an atmio-
sphere for such reforms,

In the prevailing situation, the
ilection Commission's (EC) move
for massive electoral reforms
including te¢forms in political

parties to ensure intra-party
democracy and financial transpar-
gncy is yel to make any headway
since it cannot hold talks with

political parties dus o the ban on,

indoar pofitics.

Insiders of boththo parthes said.

Khaledd and Hasing have already
been informed from within' and
outside the parties about the need
for quitting their party posts,
Besides, # number af senior leaders
of both the parties are working 1o
drum up support for reforms,
excluding the two party chiels.

If the two topleadars donotquit
their party posts, pro-reform lead:
ers of both the BNP and AL would
go fornewleadership of the partics,
sourcessaid,

Both of them might face action
for corruption and criminal
charges as intelligence agencies are

gathering information about their
afleged involvementy and
patronisation of mrmpmm. the

tumh::spuf;umd out. ;
anw !
rhlmsihu*li.? - for potill-
:l.hht_nfnrmshn itlsywto nh-
a BN or & gmpunl
ly the 1 st
of mfnnn proposils but the gov-
ernment {s not assistiog i o pro-
ceed with thoge as the ban on
indoor politics continues,

Palitical ohservers helieve thit
exclusion of the two top leaders
from politics is the foous of any
political reformat the me

Law and Information Mvimr
Mainul Hosein on Thursday said
the government is not thinking of
clection or resumption of indoor
politics at the moment in the
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