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Falu on fresh remand

FROM PAGE 1

about govemment relief materials that
were seized from the office of a ward
commissioner of Falu's constituency as
well as whereabouts of his accomplices
involved in misappropriating relief materi-
als.

So, he needs to be questioned about
his involvement with misusing govem-
ment relief materials and the where-
abouts ofhisaccomplices, the IO added.

The defence lawyers submitted a
petition for cancellation of the remand
prayer saying that their client was impli-
cated in the case as part of a conspiracy
toharasshim.

On hearing both sides, the court
rejected the defence plea and placed
Falu on a four-day remand for further
interrogation.

On March 2, security personnel had
recovered 605 corrugated iron (Cl)
sheets and 63 blankets meant for relief
only at a ward commissioner's office in
Tejgaon in the capital. The law enforcers
also recovered 37 Cl sheets from the
house of one Shafiuddin near BG Press
StaffQuarters Mosquein Tejgaon.

During interrogation, Falu claimed
that he purchased the sheets from Ruhul
Amin Bhuiyan alias Jahangir, commis-
sioner of ward 37 and the vice-president
of Tejgaon BNP.

Acting on his information, security
personnel had raided the ward commis-
sioner's office at Begunbari of Tejgaon
and found 63 blankets in gunnysacks
and 605 CI sheets stacked up inside.
Fifteen kilogramme ofrottenrice was also
foundthere.

The law enforcers picked up Nazir
Ahmed, office assistant of the commis-
sioner, forinterrogation.

Later, Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
official Abdus Samad from Rab-2 filed a
case with Tejgaon Police Station against
Falu, Jahangirandfourothers.
TARIQUE DENIED BAIL
Another Dhaka court yesterday rejected
bail petitions of Tarique Rahman in
connection with three extortion cases
fled against him with Guishan and
Dhanmondi police stations on different
dates.

Judge Mohammad Azizul Haq of the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's Court
passed the order after Tarique's lawyers
filed criminal appeals against the rejec-
tion orders of the lower courts on different
dates.

In his orders, the judge said the
charges brought against Tarique were
primarily proved and the cases were
earlier brought under the Emergency
Power Rules where there is bar to grant
bail. So, the bails are rejected, the court
added.

Of the cases, two were filed with
Gulshan Police Station on March 27
while another case was filed with
DhanmondiPolice StationonApril 1.
GANIONREMAND
ADhaka courtyesterday placed detained
forestboss Osman Ganion afreshthree-
day remand in a criminal case filed
against him under Passport Act with
Uttara Police Station.

Metropolitan Magistrate Jagannath
DasKhokon passedtheorderafterthe IO
ofthe case produced himbefore the court
on completion of his three-day remand
underthe Emergency Power Rules.

He was earlier taken on a nine-day
remandin connectionwiththe case.

The joint forces on May 29 recovered
about 289 tolas of gold omaments froma
bank locker of Chief Conservator of
Forests Osman Gani and Tk 6.95 lakh
more in cash, savings certificates worth
over Tk 5lakh and ownership documents
offlatsand plots athis Uttararesidence.

The joint forces also raided and
sealed two sawmills on Maneswar Road
in Dhanmondi last night after Gani
confessed to having timberworth over Tk
1croreinthosemills.

Sources in the joint forces said Gani
also confessed tohaving 18-19 accounts
with different private banks inthe capitalin
his and his wife's names. The law enforc-
ers raided Gani's Uttara residence and
recovered bank deposit books that show
over Tk 60 lakh to have been depositedin
banks. The sources said the amountmay
exceed Tk 1 crore.

Later, two separate cases against
Gani, under the Emergency Power
Rules and the PassportAct, were lodged
after recovery of Tk 1 crore hidden inside
apillowandarice barrelin hishouse.
CASEAGAINSTAMANAND WIFE
Judge Mohammad Firoz Alam of First
Special Court-set up at Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar MP Hostel-yesterday fixed June
21 fordelivery ofthe verdict of agraftcase
filed againstAmanand his wife.

After completion of arguments from
the prosecution and the defence, the
judge set the date for judgement of the
case.

Under a tight security, police pro-
ducedAman and Saberabefore the court
duringthe hearing ofthe case.

Earlier, ACC deputy directors (DDs)
AbdullahAl Zahid and Jibon Krishna Roy,
I10s of the case, submitted the charge
sheet of the case filed with Kafrul Police
Station.

In the charge sheet, the IOs said
Aman and his wife amassed properties
valuedover Tk 10croreillegally.

They said there are discrepancies
between income and expenditure of the
former BNP state minister and he accu-
mulated huge wealth through abuse of
power.

The DDs accused Sabera of giving
false information in her statement to the
anti-graftbody.
CASEAGAINSTNASIM
Another special court yesterday fixed
June 19 for hearing on charge framing
against Nasim in connection with
WorldTelgraftcase.

Judge Shahed Noor Uddin of the
Third Special Court adjourned the
hearing, as Nasim had no lawyer to
defend him. Nasim yesterday told the
court that he appointed AFM Abdul

BSF kills 1
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guards of Kalapota outpost opened
fire on Babul when he along with
cattle he purchased from India was
crossing the border at about
6:00am. He died instantly.

The BSF men took away the
body and did not return it as of
7:00pm yesterday.

Wadudas his counsel.

Mohammad Abdul Hai, an official of
now defunct Bureau of Anti-Corruption,
pressed charges against Nasim and
AHS Rahman of Consocietes Limited on
June 13,2002.

Following the submission of charge
sheet, Nasim and Rahman submitted
separate criminal miscellaneous peti-
tions to the High Court (HC) challenging
thelegality of the proceedings of the case.
The higher courthad earlier rejected their
petitions saying that the charges brought
againstthemwould be proceeded with.

In the case filed with Ramna Police
Station, the complainant said in order to
"illegally award" a contract to WorldTel for
installing three lakh telephones, Nasim
had appointed a private firm,
Consosietes Ltd, for consultancy without
any competitive bidding.

"Accordingly, the consultancy made
"fictitious" recommendations for
WorldTel, the lone bidder of the project, to
"make its financial proposal look lucra-
tive", the first information report (FIR)
read.

"In reality, the project was awarded to
the WorldTel without any competition.
Although there was no fund for appoint-
ment of a consultant, Nasim appointed
Consosietes to the post and made the
WorldTel pay for the fees. So, while
Consosietes was on the payroll of
WorldTel, it was also given the task to
evaluate the latter's financial proposal,”
theFIRread.

The matter has harmed the country's
interest, the FIR said
CASEAGAINSTMAMUN
Four more prosecution witnesses (PWs)
of an arms case filed against controver-
sial businessman Giasuddin Al Mamun
yesterday gave statements.

Earlier, fiteen other PWs had given
their statements before the First
Additional Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court.

Judge Mohammad Abul Bashar
recorded statements of the witnesses
and fixed June 20 for the next hearing of
thecase.

On April 26, Cantonment police
submitted the charge sheet against
Mamun to the Court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate, Dhaka showing 12 people as
prosecutionwitnesses.

Shahrum Khan, officer-in-charge of
Cantonment Police Station and the 10 of
the case, pressed charges against
Mamun, who was arrested at his Banani
DOHS residence on March 26.

Police seized a.22 Spanish pistol and
eightbullets fromhis house.

Later, an arms case was filed against
Mamun and he was placed on afour-day
remand.

Russians
fixing space
station
computers

AP, Houston

Russian computers that control the
international space station's orien-
tation and oxygen and water sup-
plies were partly working again
yesterday after failing the day
before.

Flight controllers in Moscow
were able to re-establish some
communication with the computers
overnight, and Russian engineers
were working Thursday to restore
the rest of the system, Nasa space
station flight director Holly Ridings
said.

"They've made a lot of progress,"
she said. "There are some cleanup
steps to do still and some investiga-
tion."

Officials with Nasa and the
Russian space agency still don't
know why the computers went
down. They had never seen that
type of failure on the space station
before, and they believe it may be
related to electrical power rather
than computer software.

A new solar array had been
unfolded outside the station
Tuesday to help provide power for
the orbiting outpost, and astronauts
spent Wednesday hooking up a joint
that will let the solar arrays track the
sun.

The crew got a scare early
Thursday while the computers were
being reconnected: A false fire
alarm went off on the Russian Zarya
module, but Ridings said there was
no indication of any fire or smoke.

Atlantis is still docked at the
space station, so the astronauts
periodically fired its thrusters to help
maintain the space station's position
while the computers were down.
Nasa had said it might have to
extend the shuttle's mission
because of the problem; the mission
already had been extended from 11
to 13 days to repair a thermal blan-
ket that peeled up during launch.

In a worst-case scenario, Nasa
said, the space station's three crew
members might have to return to
Earth early if the computers aren't
fixed. Without the Russian oxygen-
machine running, the space station
has a 56-day supply of oxygen left.

The space station is operated
primarily by the Russian and U.S.
space agencies, with contributions
from the Canadian, European and
Japanese space agencies.

Hasina terms
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government has set an example of
rejecting cooperation. She also
termed depriving the landslide vic-
tims from the help they could render
them"inhuman."

"I wanted to visit the affected
people on moral and humanitarian
grounds and there was no politics in it
as it is the long tradition of Awami
League to stand beside suffering
humanity," Hasina said adding that
her party had joined the rescue and
relief operations during the destruc-
tive cyclone in 1991 and devastating
floodsin 1997-1998.

She also mentioned her govern-
ment's success in dealing with the
flood situationin 1998.

The AL chief observed thatitis the
responsibility of a government to
seek cooperation from all to alleviate
the sufferings of the victims of a
natural calamity adding thatitis tough
to overcome such devastating situa-
tion without integrated efforts.

“As elected mayor of Chittagong
as well as leaders of Awami League
there are in jail, my visit to Chittagong
in this situation would have been
really helpful for the government's
relief and rescue operations," Hasina
said.

The former prime minister urged
her party leaders, workers and
supporters to help the survivors of
Monday's landslides.

She called for taking strict actions
so that such disaster caused by
cutting hills by influential people does
not occur again and immediate
implementation of the environment
law for punishing the culprits.

Hasina also demanded that the
government take steps to rehabilitate
the victims right away and ensure
treatmentand jobs forthem.

EC to recruit
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Students of colleges and universi-
ties can be hired for the task of data
entry of the voters and they will be
paid Tk 5 perentry.

The chief election commissioner
(CEC) on Wednesday announced
that the field level task of preparing
the voter list with photographs will
begin from mid July at Rajshahi City
Corporation.

On completion of the ongoing
Sreepur pilot project, the procedure
for preparing the voter list will be
finalised.

Meanwhile, election commis-
sioners Sahul Hossain and Brig Gen
(retd) Sakhawat Hossain yesterday
visited Sreepur municipality area of
Gazipur where the pilot project is
being implemented and exchanged
views with the locals about the
project.

The pilot project began on June
10 and is scheduled to end on June
30.

During the view exchange meet-
ing, locals alleged that they found
mistakes in the preparation of
national identity cards. "Not all
names were correctly spelled in the
cards," a local told the election
commissioners.

Another local said that there is no
column in the voter registration
forms for husbands of married
women.

The election commissioners
assured them of correcting the
mistakes.

They also urged people to enrol
as voters to ensure their rights as
citizens.

Sources said that the enumera-
tors distributed 7,292 voter registra-
tion forms among the prospective
voters by visiting door to door and a
total of 742 national identity cards
were distributed since the beginning
of the pilot project.

Only 2,812 people visited the
voter registration centres to register
their names as of Wednesday.

Rejoinder
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Khan of Daffodil Computers said he
was never involved with illegal VolP
business.

"The published statement said to
be made by former state minister
Lutfozzaman Babar involving me
with illegal VoIP business during the
last regime has no basis at all," he
said.

OURREPLY

We stand by our report as The Daily
Star only published the statement of
former state minister of home affairs
Lutfozzaman Babar that he had
given during the interrogation in
Joint Interrogation Cell.

Indoor politics

FROM PAGE 1
made the Election Commission
(EC) independent and the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC)
active to curb corruption... we're
moving forward in that direction.”

He said indoor politics is not
everything. It is important to imple-
ment the roadmap for salvaging
democracy.

The adviser said the government
is creating an environment for
bringing about reform, upon which it
depends when indoor politics will
resume.

"We are moving a bit slow, as
pro-reform politicians need some
time. As we move slow, it will be
easier for them to complete the
reforms.”

He said party politicians these
days are showing courage and
coming forward to bring about
reforms. As a result, many undis-
closed stories about big politicians
are emerging. "Party workers are
ashamed of learning those stories."

The adviser hoped that the
roadmap of democracy would be
completed within 2008.

WB may withdraw
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non-piped water supply scheme,
said thereport.

"Our main concern is that the
project's midterm review is due in the
coming months and the project has
only disbursed 1% of the total grant
while half of the project period has
lapsed," Zhu said in his letter.

"My colleagues have informed me
that the situation may lead to a loss of
confidence in the process and in the
project...Our serious concern
remains the lack of a proactive role of
the project management unit (PMU).

"Such slow and reactive project
management is thus starting to have
a consequence on the implementa-
tion capacity of the DPHE and the
programme's overall performance,"
Zhu observed.

On the progress of the project, the
WB country director wrote to the
secretary, "We do not necessarily
correlate project progress directly
with the disbursement; you would
agree that 1% is excessively low
given the time under implementa-
tion."

The project aims at promoting
rural piped water supply with private
sector participation, private-sector
participation in water supply in munic-
ipalities, implementing arsenic
mitigation measures in arsenic
affected villages, supporting devel-
opment of adequate regulations,
monitoring, capacity building and
training.

Ithas been about 34 months since
the project started but not even one
percent of the work has been imple-
mented, said a project official.

"The future of this project is now
uncertain, as the World Bank is not
happy with its progress," he told The
Daily Star requesting anonymity.

A few DPHE officials alleged that
the then secretary to local govern-
ment, rural development and cooper-
atives ministry, Zohurul Islam, inter-
fered in the project to serve the
interest of an influential quarter.

Zohurul was the key person
behind replacing Khoda Bux from the
post of project director (PD) and
appointing Kamal Uddin, they said,

adding that this annoyed the WB as
prior permission of the WB is needed
tobring any change in the post.

"The then minister for local govern-
ment inquired Zohurul if the World
Bank had given consent to the change
in the post of project director but
Zohurul lied to the LGRD minister that
the World Bank had consent in this
regard," a source said.

"Kamal Uddin got the blessings of
the former BNP government as he
was a relative of a former BNP law-
maker," the source added.

The WB already had bitter experi-
ence of Kamal's performance as the
PD of another WB project entitled
"Arsenic Mitigation Water Supply
Project" as its progress was also not
satisfactory, said the source.

Some 14 objections came up
during the audit of the project show-
ing violation of financial discipline,
loss of project money and other
irregularities.

Zohurul, now an officer on special
duty (OSD), however, denied the
allegation of his intervention in the
project. "What | did regarding the
water supply project was routine
work, not intervention," he told The
Daily Star.

Blasting the former PD, he said,
"Khoda Bux gave wrong information
about the project to the World Bank
and that is why they [the WB] got
angry with me...Khoda Bux was an
inefficient PD--he approved many
projects without taking consent of the
chiefengineer."

On changing the project director
without taking prior consent of the
WB, he said, "This is nottrue."

Kamal Uddin, the present PD
appointed in July last year, said, "The
progress the project has achieved so
farhas been possible forme."

On the audit objection raised
against him when he was the PD of
the Arsenic Mitigation Water Supply
Project, he said, "The audit report
was notbased on fact."

/ JMB cadres
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under section 54 before a magis-
trate's court in Rangpur. The
arrestees were sent to Rangpur
Central Jail yesterday afternoon.

The JMB militants are Azizul
Islam, 22, Azaharul Islam, 22,
Johurul Islam, 23, Abdul Baten, 20,
and Foyjul Islam, 19, of Kuribishwa
under Kolkond union and Ashiqul
Islam, 24, and lbrahim Khalil, 27 of
Boraibari under Alambiditor union.

Sources said the guardians of the
JMB men accompanied them to
Gangachara Police Station around
9:00am along with union parishad
chairmen of their area.

Officer-in-charge (OC) of
Gangachara Police Station Bazlur
Rashid said during primary interroga-
tion they revealed how they were
involved with the militant outfit and
why they surrendered.

The OC told The Daily Star that
they confessed to their earlier
involvement with Islami Chhatra
Shibir and Jamaat-e-Islami
Bangladesh.

Quoting statements of the JMB
men he said Shafiqul Islam, a teacher
of a registered non-government
primary school at Changmari, had
persuaded them to joining JMB with
the aim to establish Islamic rule in the

country.

Realising their error, the JMB men
surrendered to police, as they
wanted to lead normal lives, Rashid
said quoting the militants.

The OC said, "We are looking for
allegations filed against them with
any police station in the country."

CHARGE FRAMED AGAINST
JMB CADRE

Additional Public Prosecutor
(APP) Mijanur Rahman submitted
the charge sheet against JMB cadre
Obaidullah Sumon before the Third
Additional Sessions Judge's Court in
Kishoreganj in connection with the
six blasts in Kishoreganj on August
17,2005.

In the charge sheet, JMB chief
Abdur Rahman and Bangla Bhai
were mentioned as planners of the
attacks but acquitted as they were
executed, our Kishoreganj corre-
spondent reports.

Sumon was arrested in posses-
sion of explosive gel, detonator and
explosives at a mosque of Gurui in
Nikli upazila in Kishoreganj on
September22,2005.

He is serving a 17-year imprison-
ment in Kishoreganj Central Jail in an
explosives case.

Financial
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with you, keeping Commercial
Operation Date unchanged," said
the PDB inthe letter.

The letter added that the existing
Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)
and Implementation Agreement (1A)
with BON would be amended in line
with the revised financial closure
deadline.

The PDB has taken this decision
based on BON's May 27 letter,
accompanied by another letter of
Bahrain based Capital
Management House (CMH) -- thatis
apparently arranging the financing
forthe inexperienced consortium.

Officials and power industry
players strongly doubt whether
BON would ever be able to carry out
this project as Obaidul Karim and
the consortium's "official" leader
Steag from Germany is nowhere to
be seen. To make matters worse,
they say the global cost of setting up
of a power plant has significantly
gone up and that will make it even
more difficult for BON to set up this
plantwithout incurring huge loss.

Apparently Belhasa group -- the
consortium's other partner -- is the
only visible 'moneyed’ partner of
Orion Group in the deal. But the
UAE based Belhasa group is not a
power plant developer and its
website does not even mention any
projectin Bangladesh.

Following the May 27 letter and
legal homework, the PDB on July 4
concluded that as per the contract,
the deadline can be extended for
some time as long as the
Commercial Operation Date (COD)
of the power plant remains
unchanged and that BON submits
the Performance Security Deposit.

It added that the financial closure
of Meghnaghat 1 was signed after a
delay of 20 months, instead of
seven and a half months, in April
2001.

The PDB further observed that if

closure

BON fails to meet the COD, it would
have to pay a penalty of $ 45,000
daily for a maximum of $ 30 million.

BON earlier missed a deadline to
pay up land rentals and other fees
on January 21 and faced a notice of
"Project Company Event of Default"
to pay up Tk 6.22 crore by February
22 or face cancellation of the con-
tract. A representative of Belhasa
Group through submission of that
money at the eleventh hour saved
that cancellation.

During that time, the Belhasa
representative proposed the gov-
ernment that it would take over
Orion's share (only 16 percent) and
carry on the project. Belhasa also
guaranteed implementation of the
project, one of its executives told the
power ministry in February.

Obaidul Karim, who created the
BON Consortium to bag power
deals using his connections with the
Hawa Bhaban, is wanted by police
in different graft and criminal cases
for swindling Tk 594 crore from
Oriental Bank. Besides, he is
accused of heavily bribing a large
number of former prime minister
Khaleda Zia's close associates to
unfairly bag various deals including
the Saidabad-Jatrabari flyover
project where the Belhasa Group is
partnering with Orion.

BON never actually gave the bid
that was selected for this power
project and it actually submitted its
name as one of the two partners of a
Japanese bidder Nisso Eiwi, which
has the experience to qualify for
building such a power plant. Nisso
however disappeared from the
scene in 2004 and Orion brought in
another German company, Steag,
showing it as the lead bidder.

Nepal parliament
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King Gyanendra became increas-
ingly unpopular since 2005 when he
tried to rule the country with the help
of the army but was forced to step
down after a public uprising.

Since then, parliament, in a bid to
prevent future coups, began axing
the king's powers and privileges,
finally enforcing a new constitution
this year that put monarchy on hold
till the election, when voters will
decide if the king should remain or
make way for a republic.

However, the Maoists, who
joined the government in April, have
been expressing fears that King
Gyanendra would not sit idle while
his throne is abolished and would try
to sabotage the election, already
postponed once.

An alliance of communist parties
spearheaded by the Maoists finally
managed to put the new provision in
the constitution.

But it is unlikely that the new
clause would be actually used.

Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala and his Nepali Congress,
the biggest party in parliament, are
opposed to deciding the king's fate
through parliament and have the
backing of the international commu-
nity.

While two MPs of a communist
party, People's Front, voted against
the move, 46 legislators, including
three ex-premiers, abstained.

The three were deposed prime
minister Sher Bahadur Deuba,
veteran Nepali Congress leader
Krishna Prasad Bhattarai and Surya
Bahadur Thapa.

The marathon parliament ses-
sion Wednesday also voted in a
measure that will enable it to
remove the prime minister through a
no-trust vote.

The prime minister, who has
become the most powerful figure in
Nepal after last year's pro-
democracy movement and now
holds the powers and positions
earlier enjoyed by the king, can be
removed if two-third of MPs vote
against him.

However, there can be only two
no-trust motionsin ayear.

The session also put its seal of
approval on the new time frame for
the deferred election. Instead of
mid-June, the crucial poll has now
been shifted to mid-November, after
the Election Commission said polls
were impossible in June due to the
fragile security situation and lack of
election laws.

There were no immediate reac-
tions from the palace.

However, Nepal's tabloids
reported that King Gyanendra was
suffering from high blood pressure
and chest problems and had been
advised by his physicians to go
abroad for treatment.

Proposals
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was involved in unlawful practices to
run the party as well as the country.

Party sources said Khaleda is
aware of her party leaders' initiative for
reforms, and she expressed concern
over it while discussing the matter with
a standing committee member on
Wednesday.

Goyeswar Chandra Ray, joint
secretary general of the BNP, met
Mannan Bhuiyan and urged him
resolve party problems through
discussion with Khaleda. Bhuiyan
however keptmum, sources said.

Pro-reform BNP leaders rallying
around party Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan are also trying to
rope in leaders loyal to Khaleda Zia,
the sources pointed out.

Most of the senior leaders of the
party including Mannan Bhuiyan,
Jamir Uddin Sircar and Mahbubur
Rahman expect a retirement
announcement from Khaleda as, they
believe, she would not have her son
out from party. And they identified this
as the main obstacle to bringing the
party onthe righttrack.

"She [Khaleda] will get no support
from party leaders if she fails to accept
reform proposals and tries to use the
party platform to protect corrupt per-
sons like Tarigue Rahman," said a
senior BNPleader.

"Mannan Bhuiyan might run the
party but he may lose interest if arrest
of field level leaders continues," he
added.

Reformist leaders held a series of
meetings in the last few days to finalise
reform proposals, and they agreed
that it is tough to implement those
under the leadership of Khaleda. But
they wanted to give her a last chance
by placing the proposals to her for
implementation, the leader pointed
out.

"If Khaleda Zia fails to understand
the reality, then we may go for a new
party or we may run BNP without her.
The decision would be finalised once
the ban on politics is lifted," said
another BNPleader.

Sources said a section of reform-
ists have already contacted former
finance minister Saifur Rahman and
Speaker Jamir Uddin Sircar to take
charge of the party if Khaleda
retires.

Bomb planted
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On May 24, police recovered two
more bombs and found an alu-
minium sheet carrying a message
that Jadid Al Qaeda would plant a
total of six bombs on the Ruet cam-
pus.

On June 2, the joint forces found
another bomb at a Ruet dormitory.

Yesterday's bomb was kept in a
plastic container that bore an
inscribed message threatening all
police stations in the city with bomb
attacks if any of the outfit's members
is arrested.

Senior RMP officials termed the
incidents a ploy to create panic.

Hasina's going abroad
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Hasina's departure for the sake of
proper investigation into the cases.

The court asked the police to
take necessary steps in this regard
consulting with the immigration
authorities.

Hasina, who was earlier in the
morning barred from visiting the
landslide victims in Chittagong on
security grounds, has however kept
her schedule to fly for the US today
by an Emirates Airlines flight at
9:30pm.

"As the court has not issued any
orders imposing restrictions on her
departure for USA, Sheikh Hasina
will obviously go to airport to fly. But
if the caretaker government hinders
her journey, it is a matter of the
government," Khalid Mahmud
Chowdhury, a personal staff of
Hasina, told The Daily Star.

Meanwhile, sources said the
government has also planned to
impose restrictions on Hasina's
movement.

Asked if there has been any
restriction on the AL chief's move-
ment, Law and Information Adviser
Barrister Mainul Hosein did not say
anything yesterday.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia is
also reportedly facing restrictions on
her movements. Earlier Khaleda
cancelled a Singapore tour as the
government did not allow her youn-
ger son Arafat Rahman Koko to go
with her. An extortion case was filed
against Koko just prior to Khaleda's
departure from Dhaka on May 16.

Sources said pro-AL lawyers
have been directed to make prepa-
rations for alegal battle.

Following yesterday's court
orders, Hasina's counsel Advocate
Qamrul Islam said legal steps would
be taken in consultation with senior
lawyers.

In the two cases, two business-
men accused Hasina of extorting Tk
8 crore from them.

In separate appeals, 10s from
Gulshan and Tejgaon police sta-
tions--where the cases were filed--
said they came to learn that Hasina
would flee the country soon. But as
investigations have been underway,
Hasina's absence might hamper the
investigation, they said.

They also expressed their suspi-
cion that Hasina may not come back
home once she goes out of country.

After hearing, Metropolitan
Magistrate Shamsul Alam said,
"The investigators may take neces-
sary action as the cases were filed
on cognisable charges."

In April, the caretaker govern-
ment imposed ban on Hasina's
return from an earlier visit to the US
and the AL chief was stranded in
London for about two weeks before
local and international pressure
forced the government to lift the
restriction.

Hasina returned to a warm
welcome from thousands of mem-
bers and supporters of her party,

who thronged the airport gates and
roads leading to her home defying a
ban on gatherings under the state of
emergency in force since January
11.

HASINA'S CTG

VISIT BARRED

The police blocked Hasina's
planned visit to Chittagong to be by
the side of the survivors of the
landslides that have killed at least
122 people and injured about 100.
Hasina was scheduled to leave
Dhaka by road at 7:00am.

The police said Hasina could not
go following instructions from the
higher authorities and on security
grounds.

The AL president branded the
government action as "inhuman,
undemocratic, unconstitutional and
contrary to individual freedom".

The law enforcers posted near
Sudha Sadan put barbed wire
fences on the way out of the house
and kept them for around a couple of
hours, sources said.

Senior AL leaders including
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Matia
Chowdhury, Maj Gen (retd) Shubid
Ali Bhuiyan and Col (retd) Farook
Khan went to Sudha Sadan to
accompany Hasina on the
Chittagong visit.

Hamim Group
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of about 8.82 crore in shares while
his wife Saima Azad has about Tk
90.79lakh.

Azad in the wealth statement
showed Tk 12.4 crore against his
other investments, bank balance
and cash as well as money received
from his wife.

Total wealth in Azad's name
amounts to over Tk 29.32 crore
while that of his wife worth over Tk
1.1 crore.

In the statement, Azad claimed
that he and his wife have liability of
Tk 9 crore and Tk 17 lakh respec-
tively. So, net wealth possessed by
him and his wife comes to about Tk
20.32 crore and Tk 93 lakh respec-
tively.

Azad and 20 other corruption
suspects, including Tarique
Rahman, Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain, Anwar Hossain Monju and
Obaidul Karim, were asked by the
ACC on May 29 to submit their
wealth statements within seven
working days.

But eight individuals, including
Azad, did not comply with the ACC
directive within the stipulated time.
Rather, they applied for the exten-
sion of time limit and as per the ACC
Rules 2007, they were given
another seven working days to
come up with their statements.

Hamas poised to seize
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of the building with their hands in the
air as black-clad masked Hamas
gunmen stood watch, they said.

Some Islamist fighters prayed on
the sidewalk while on the rooftop
others fired automatic weapons into
the air to celebrate their latest
victory in what one Hamas leader
described as "a battle between
Islam and heresy."

It is largest stronghold of pro-
Fatah security services to fall to
Hamas -- considered a terror outfit
by the EU, Israel and the United
States -- whose disciplined fighters
had already overran positions in the
south and the north.

Hamas demanded the surrender
of the overall Fatah-controlled
Palestinian security headquarters
as its militamen besieged the
complex in Gaza City, as well as a
satellite in southern Rafah.

"What is happening in Gaza is
the second liberation of the Gaza
Strip from the band of (Israeli)
collaborators after the first liberation
from the bands of settlers" in 2005,
Hamas spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri
told AFP.

As Gaza gradually fell to Hamas,
the PLO executive committee
recommended that Abbas sack the
unity government and declare a
state of emergency in Gaza and the
West Bank, members said.

It also urged him to call for inter-
national protection to declare
Hamas's armed wing and paramili-
tary force outlaws and to organise
early elections.

Abbas, who has warned of
collapse and civil war if the Gaza
"madness" continued, will "make his
decision known in the coming
hours," his aide Nabil Amr, told
reporters in Ramallah.

An increasingly alarmed interna-
tional community warned that the
no-holds-barred power struggle
between Hamas and the secular
Fatah endangered prospects of a
future Palestinian state and peace
with Israel.

At least 98 people have died in
the increasingly vicious gunbattles
that flared a week ago between the
rivals separated by ideology and at
loggerheads for years.

For a second day in a row, the
power struggle spilled over into the
occupied West Bank, where Fatah
loyalists torched the offices of a
Hamas lawmaker in Nablus a day
after a gunbattle in the city that left
several people wounded.

Pro-Fatah security services were

arresting several dozen Hamas
leaders and politicians in the towns
of Ramallah, Jericho and Nablus,
security sources and Hamas said.

Human Rights Watch has
accused both sides of committing
war crimes during the fighting,
which has turned hospitals into
battlegrounds, seen ambulances
prevented from reaching wounded
and peace demonstrators shot
dead.

The violence has forced the
United Nations' main Palestinian
refugee agency to suspend all but
essential activities and the
European Union to halt its relief
projects in the territory where the
majority of people receive aid.

The battles have been fanned by
inflammatory rhetoric, with both
sides accusing each other of being
foreign agents -- Hamas says Fatah
is in the service of Israel, while
Fatah say the Islamists are working
forlran.

The international community has
been increasingly alarmed at the
bloodshed, with the Cairo-based
Arab League due to hold an emer-
gency meeting on the crisis on
Friday.

The United States, Israel's main
ally, warned that the infighting
endangered the prospects for a
Palestinian state, while Russia said
further escalation risked "leading to
total chaos ... and the spread of
conflictin the region."

UN chief Ban Ki-moon held
preliminary talks on the idea of
sending an international force to
Gaza, but Hamas rejected the
move, saying it would treat foreign
troops as occupation forces. The
Organisation of the Islamic
Conference also rejected the idea.

Israel -- which pulled its troops
and settlers from Gaza in 2005 --
has watched with increasing alarm,
but said itwould notintervene.

Tensions have been boiling in
Gaza ever since Hamas routed
long-dominant Fatah in January
2006 parliamentary polls, much of
them fanned by disagreement over
who should control the security
services.

They exploded into major bouts
of infighting in mid-December, killing
more than 250 people since then in
Gaza, one of the most densely
populated areas on the planet.
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