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CNG AUTORICKSHAWS

Drivers, owners as
defiant as ever

CiTY CORRESPONDENT

More than a month after new
regulations were enforced to
improve the efficiency of CNG-
run auto rickshaws, passengers
continue to face unreliable
services and extortionate
prices.

On May 1, the government
imposed measures to prevent
the auto rickshaw drivers from
refusing to take passengers to
any destination or from turning
fare meters off and demanding
exorbitant prices.

However, the drivers have
ignored the new measures
saying the government has
failed to prevent the auto rick-
shaw owners from extracting
from them more than the
approved daily fees. The drivers
claim that without overcharging,
they would not be able to make
ends meet.

Passengers complain, if they
are lucky enough to convince
any driver to take them on a
metered trip, most drivers would
then demand an extra Tk 10 to
20. Many of the drivers who do
not argue with the passengers
over the fare or the destination,
are deceiving the passengers
with tampered meters, they

added.

The Auto Rickshaw Owners'
Association rebuffed the driv-
ers' claim that the owners were
extracting illegally high daily
fees.

The long-running dispute
centres around the exact level
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overcharging passengers to
pay the fees.

In an attempt to resolve the
problem, Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA) has
been conducting mobile courts
at garages of auto rickshaws,
said Humayun Rashid, a direc-

However, the drivers have ignored the
new measures saying the government
has failed to prevent the auto rickshaw
owners from extracting from them
more than the approved daily fees. The
drivers claim that without overcharg-
ing, they would not be able to make

ends meet

of the daily fees paid by the
drivers. The auto rickshaw
owners used to collect Tk 600 in
daily fees instead of the govern-
ment-fixed rate of Tk 300.

Under the new rules, the
drivers have to pay Tk 450 a
day. However, many claim
owners are still collecting Tk
600 and the drivers say they
have little choice but to continue

toratBRTA

"We have received many
complaints against the owners
for not following the daily rate.
We have even heard that some
of the owners are collecting Tk
600 from the drivers, while
giving a receipt for Tk 450," he
said.

Kamruzzaman, an auto
rickshaw driver from Mirpur,

said, the huge number of unem-
ployed drivers made it possible
for owners to extract the
unauthorised daily rates.

"If I refuse to pay Tk 600 a
day to the owner, he will not
give me the vehicle because
he has so many drivers in line
who are ready to pay Tk 600.
How can | take the risk?" he
said.

HM Igbal, general secretary
of Dhaka CNG Auto Rickshaw
Owners' Association, said
drivers were just making
excuses for overcharging.

The owners' associations
alongside the BRTA cam-
paigned for the implementation
of the new rules, he said. "Of
course | do not claim a 100
percent implementation of the
new daily fees, but at least 75
percent have been imple-
mented."

Continuous raids by BRTA
mobile teams could make the
implementation of the new
rules a success, he suggested.

Humayun Rashid added
that the BRTA mobile drives
are conducted whenever mag-
istrates are available. A magis-
trate from the CMM court is
currently assisting BRTA con-
duct its drives and "it would
continue the drives as long as
the magistrate is available".

A commuter negotiating a fare with an auto rickshaw driver at Paltan.

A child roaming with its mother in smoke-free zoo.

Dhaka zoo goes tough
on Smoking

SHAHNAZ PARVEEN

Smokers are no longer wel-
come in Dhaka zoo as the
authority announced the zoo
premises a smoking free zone
and soon they will enforce ban
on polythene and other plastic
bags.

“Originally when the zoo
was established it was made a
smoking free zone. It was
however never enforced prop-
erly. Last week we just rein-
stated the previous rule”, said
Kazi Fazlul Haque, Curator,
Dhaka Zoo.

With the help of a social
organisation Pratyasha, Dhaka
zoo authority started the cam-
paign against smoking in pub-
lic from last week. Pratyasha
donated 20 signboards to the
zoo sending massages about
the ill effects of smoking to the
visitors.

Situated in Mirpur, the zoo
covers an area of about 186
acres. On average the Dhaka
Zoo attracts around 7 to 10
thousand visitors. The num-
bers reaches up to 30 thou-
sand on Fridays and other
holidays.

Haque said that the zoo
officials alone cannot monitor
so many people inside the
premise. “If we find anyone
smoking inside the premise we
will ask them to refrain from
doing so. If they still continue
we will ask them to leave the
premise”

“We do not have the power
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ZOO MUSEUM &
FISH AQUARIUM

With the help of a social organisation
Pratyasha, Dhaka zoo authority started the
campaign against smoking in public from last
week. Pratyasha donated 20 signboards to the
zoo sending massages about the ill effects of
smoking to the visitors. Situated in Mirpur, the
zoo covers an area of about 186 acres. On
average the Dhaka Zoo attracts around 7 to 10
thousand visitors. The numbers reaches up to
30 thousand on Fridays and other holidays

beyond that. It is not possible
to enforce the law without
public awareness”, he said.

Haque mentioned that with
a few security personnel sanc-
tioned, it is almost impossible
to maintain the security.

Currently the zoo has only
20 Ansars sanctioned to main-
tain the security. “We have
positions for another 40 in
house security personnel, 20
of the position however is
vacant”, said Haque.

Due to lack of awareness
about the ill effect of second
hand smoking, people tend to
smoke in public spaces violat-
ing the Smoking and Tobacco
Product Usage (Control) Act
2005.

The law bans smoking in

public places and in vehicles.
Punishment for smoking in
public places is a fine of Tk. 50
fine, which the publicignore.

Educational institutions,
government and non-
government offices, libraries,
lifts, healthcare establish-
ments, airports, seaports, bus,
launch and railway terminals,
ferries, cinemas, theatres and
other halls, markets and shop-
ping malls and children's parks
are defined as public place in
the act.

Soon the zoo authority will
also announce it a polythene
free zone. “People litter inside
the premise throwing packets
anywhere they like. Most visi-
tors arrive with little children.
We want to create a better

environment for them”

“Often visitors throw potato
chips inside cages. Itis harmful
for the animals, which is why
we are banning polythene and
related objects”

There are about 189 spe-
cies of animals in the facility.
Amongthem there are 70 types
of mammals including
Elephant, Royal Bengal Tiger,
Cheetah, Rhinoceros, Zebras,
different species of Monkeys
and Chimpanzees, Hippos and
more.

There are about 74 species
of birds, 16 species of Reptiles
including snakes and croco-
diles. There is a huge aquar-
ium showcasing around 400
fish. The birdcage has about
1200 birds.
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RT & CULTURAL CENTERS

Alliance Francaise De Dhaka
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557

Fax: 8616462,

Email: infoafd@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy

Dhaka University Area,

Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583,
Fax: 8612352, Email:
bacademy@citechco.net

Bangladesh Shishu Academy
0ld High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall),
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council

5, Fuller Road, Dhaka

Tel: 8618905-7, 8618867-8

Fax: 8613375

Email:
dhaka.enquiries@bd.britishcouncil.org

German Cultural Center
House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax: 8110712

Indian Cultural Center
H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 8850141, Fax: 8850142

Nazrul Institute

House 3308, Road 28 (Old),
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051,
Email: nazrulin@citecho.net

Russian Cultural Centre
House-510, Road-7,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026,

Email: roscult@accesstel.net

Shilpakala Academy
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9561709, 9562801-4

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
House 275/F, Road 27,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com
Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex,

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani
Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email:
cezanne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery

House 58, Road 15A(New),
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9120125, Fax: 9115044,
Email: office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4,

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Tel: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agni.com

National Art Gallery
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085,

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.com

Shilpangan
House-25, Road-5,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,
Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery
F/33, DCC Super Market (1st Floor)
Gulshan-2 (North), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

Agrani Bank
9566153-54, 956616069, 9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank
7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd
8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Citibank NA
9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd
9568537-39
Fax: 9561889

Eastern Bank Ltd
9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limited
9562878, PABX: 9560229,
Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank
8011138, Fax: 8013559

Habib Bank Ltd

9555092, 9563043-5, Fax: 9561784

Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Ltd
95542402, 9563040, 9560099, Fax:
9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd
9563020, 9562060, Fax: 9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd
9555141, 9570912-16,
Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank
9560000, 9560027-30, Fax: 9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited
9559333, 9560329
Fax: 9561213

National Bank Ltd
9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NCC Bank
9561902-4
Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Ltd

8015276, 8811417

Prime Bank Ltd
9567265, 9556282
Fax: 9567230

Shahjalal Bank Ltd
9570812, 9567435, Fax: 9557413

South East Bank
9550081, 9551411, Fax: 9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd
9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank
9550426-34
Fax: 9561410

The City Bank Limited
9565925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Ltd
9871095, 9871074, 9888068, Fax:
4071094

Uttara Bank Ltd
9561438, 9551162-3,
Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Ltd
9561580, Fax: 88-02-9560587

MARKET CLOSED

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday
Elephant Road-Friday

Bishal Center-Friday

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday
Polwell Market-Friday

BCS Computer City-Friday

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.
Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday
Stadium Market-Friday
Bangabazar Market-Friday
National Museum-Thursday
Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday

Gausia Market-Tuesday
Mouchak Market-Sunday
Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-
Tuesdeay

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday
Eastern Plaza-Sunday
Farmview Super Market-Sunday
Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday
Dhaka Zoo-Sunday

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday
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