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CNG buses offer no cheap fares

CNG-run buses, five times cheaper to operate than any other buses charge commuters as high a fare as any other city buses.

RIZANUZZAMAN LASKAR

Despite big difference between
the price of diesel and CNG,
fares of diesel and CNG-run
buses and other public trans-
ports remain identical in the
city.

Diesel price is five times the
cost of CNG (compressed
natural gas) but commuters
using CNG-run buses are
compelled to pay the same
amount of fare.

Passengers said they are
the victims of continued irregu-
larities in the CNG sector as
the government has failed to
bring discipline in the fare
structure.

Diesel now costs Tk 40 per
litre while each cubic foot of
CNGsellsat Tk 8.50.

According to sources at
CNG conversion firms, one
cubic foot gas is equivalent to
one litre of diesel, as a bus can
travel the same distance with
this amount of energy.

“The fare of CNG-run buses
should be 5 times lower than
that of diesel buses,” said
Mahbub Alam, a marketing
official from Rahimafrooz CNG
Ltd.

Moreover, majority of these
buses do not have any signs
identifying them as CNG
buses, leaving no ground open
for the passengers to raise
questions for the high fares.

Even some bus services
charge fares that are higher
than those of diesel-run buses.
They use fancy tags such as

Moreover, majority of these buses do not have any
signs identifying them as CNG buses, leaving no
ground open for the passengers to raise questions
for the high fares. Even some bus services charge
fares that are higher than those of diesel-run buses.
They use fancy tags such as '‘counter service' or 'sit-
ting service' to justify the high fare. Several buses,
namely the Myline and Borak operating on routes

53 and 57 charge Tk 10 for a trip from Azimpur to
Mirpur while diesel-run minibuses charge the same.

‘counter service' or 'sitting
service'to justify the high fare.

Several buses, namely the
Myline and Borak operating on
routes 53 and 57 charge Tk 10
foratrip from Azimpur to Mirpur
while diesel-run minibuses
charge the same.

The situation is even worse
for Midway bus services that
charge Tk 10 for a trip from
Azimpur to Mohammadpur --a
journey of around 8 kilometres.
This fare is equal to that of big
diesel-run buses, while smaller
buses charge around Tk 5/6.

Mohammad Hanif of Myline
bus services said they try to
follow a uniform fare structure
as there is no specific fare
chart for CNG-run buses.

“We are aware that charging
similar amount of fare seems

unjustifiable, and that a num-
ber of bus owners are making
huge profits by claiming high
fares," he said.

If the difference of fare
between the gas and diesel run
buses was big, all the passen-
gers would try to take the CNG-
run buses leading to a chaotic
situation, Hanif said.

A number of CNG and die-
sel-run buses, operating from
Azimpur to Badda and Natun
Bazar, claim similar fare, regu-
lar passengers said.

Anik, a CNG-run bus service
claims Tk 5 and Tk 8 for a trip
from Azimpur to Farmgate and
Nabisco respectively, while
Winner, a diesel bus service,
claims the same fare.

Many CNG and diesel bus
services operating from

Motijheel and Gulistan to
Mirpur, Mohammadpur and
other parts of the city have
identical fare structures. These
include City Bus, Hanif, Duldul,
Rajdhani, Shatabdi, Greenway
and Kalmilata.

According to Shakhawat
Hossain, an operator of Duldul
bus service, the current situa-
tion can only be improved if all
the buses are turned into CNG-
run vehicles.

“Declaring different fare
structures for different kind of
buses would be complicated
and problematic,” said Hossain.
“The best solution to this prob-
lem is to completely ban diesel
run buses as they are really
antiquated and much more
costly to maintain.”

Abu Bakar Mohammad
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CNG buses keep charging passengers much more than expected.

Shajahan, chairman of
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA), said they

had not thought about the
situation earlier.
“‘As we are now receiving

complaints, we are chalking
out plans to ease the situation.
We might send a proposal to
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the ministry about new fare
structures soon,” he said.

Drivers hardly use meters and charge passengers as they want.
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CNG Meter Calibration: 75 percent
companies disappear

RAIHAN SABUKTAGIN

Meter calibration on all CNG
auto rickshaws could not be
completed as about 75 per-
cent of the companies that
sold the meters have disap-
peared, according to
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA).

Besides, the few compa-
nies that did not disappear,
violated conditions set by the
authorities and churned out
lakhs of taka in calibration
charges from auto rickshaw
owners, claimed owners of
CNG-run auto rickshaws.

Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority on June 6
formed a committee to probe
into the matter. The commit-
tee is supposed to submit its
report within 15 days.

Humayun Rashid, one of
the directors at BRTA, told
Star City that meters on
10,000 CNG auto rickshaws

were calibrated out of around
13,000 authorised CNG auto
rickshaws in the city. Rest of
the meters could not be cali-
brated due to disappearance
of 11 meter selling compa-
nies, he said adding, there
were 15 companies approved
for selling fare meters to CNG
auto rickshaws in Dhaka.

"BRTA has formed an
investigation committee after
CNG auto-rickshaw owners'
association filed complaints
about the meter sellers," he
said.

A BRTA source said a large
number of companies bagged
the approvals in 2002 for being
an approved meter seller for
auto rickshaws since political
influence played a major role at
that time. "Political influence
was so severe that different
companies managed to have
different terms and conditions
approved. To favour a certain
company, BRTA was forced to
change a number of clauses in

the general terms and condi-
tions for selling fare meters."

BRTA director Humayun
Rashid admitted the existence
of different terms and conditions
and hoped "the investigation
committee will dig out all issues
related to fare meters and will
recommend possible solu-
tions."

HM Igbal, general secre-
tary of Dhaka CNG Auto rick-
shaw Owners' Association,
said four companies that cali-
brated CNG meters illegally
realised between Tk 600 and
Tk 800.

"The companies are charg-
ing us fees although the con-
ditions set by the BRTA
assured a one year warranty
and free meter calibration
once the government
changes the fare."

SM Shahzada, owner of SK
traders, one of the four com-
panies that calibrated CNG
auto rickshaw meters, told
Star City that according to a

gadget notification published
on October 29, 2002, the
meter sellers are supposed to
offer free servicing of the
meters under a one-year
warranty."

As there was a possibility
of fare adjustment within six
months of installation of the
meters, free meter calibra-
tion was also mentioned in
the gadget, he said adding,
"but the government did not
set any time limit for how long
the companies would offer
free calibrate. Since there
was a time limit for free ser-
vicing under the warranty, the
companies simply followed
that time limit. The meters
were installed five years back
and how can one demand
free calibration now?"

AD AGENCIES

Adcomm Ltd
9896600,9887665

Asiatic Marketing Communication
Ltd
9892768,9893303

Bitopi Advertising
8053418

Expressions Ltd
9562380,9568326, 966481

Grey Advertising Bangladesh Ltd
8811541, 8827862, 9881689
Fax: 8811541

Interface Communications
9362624,8351148, Fax: 8314306

Interspeed Advertising
8810675, 9891859

Mattra
8317456, 9331057, Fax: 9330556

Media Comm Ltd
8861521 (9 lines)

Unitrend Ltd
9124380-4

A Positive Advertising Ltd
8856598-9, 8837751-2

Advertising,Bank&markettiming

RT & CULTURAL CENTERS

Alliance Francaise De Dhaka
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557

Fax: 8616462,

Email: infoafd@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy

Dhaka University Area,

Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583,
Fax: 8612352, Email:
bacademy@citechco.net

Bangladesh Shishu Academy
0ld High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall),
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council

5, Fuller Road, Dhaka

Tel: 8618905-7, 8618867-8

Fax: 8613375

Email:
dhaka.enquiries@bd.britishcouncil.org

German Cultural Center
House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax: 8110712

Indian Cultural Center
H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 8850141, Fax: 8850142

Nazrul Institute

House 3308, Road 28 (0ld),
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051,
Email: nazrulin@citecho.net

Russian Cultural Centre
House-510, Road-7,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026,

Email: roscult@accesstel.net

Shilpakala Academy
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9561709, 9562801-4

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
House 275/F, Road 27,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com
Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex,

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani
Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email:
cezanne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery

House 58, Road 15A(New),
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9120125, Fax: 9115044,
Email: office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4,

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Tel: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agni.com

National Art Gallery
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085,

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.com

Shilpangan
House-25, Road-5,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,
Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery
F/33, DCC Super Market (1st Floor)
Gulshan-2 (North), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

Agrani Bank
9566153-54, 956616069, 9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank
7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd
8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Citibank NA
9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd
9568537-39
Fax: 9561889

Eastern Bank Ltd
9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limited
9562878, PABX: 9560229,
Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank
8011138, Fax: 8013559

Habib Bank Ltd

9555092, 9563043-5, Fax: 9561784

Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Ltd
95542402, 9563040, 9560099, Fax:
9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd
9563020, 9562060, Fax: 9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd
9555141, 9570912-16,
Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank
9560000, 9560027-30, Fax: 9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited
9559333, 9560329
Fax: 9561213

National Bank Ltd
9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NCC Bank
9561902-4
Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Ltd

8015276, 8811417

Prime Bank Ltd
9567265, 9556282
Fax: 9567230

Shahjalal Bank Ltd
9570812, 9567435, Fax: 9557413

South East Bank
9550081, 9551411, Fax: 9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd
9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank
9550426-34
Fax: 9561410

The City Bank Limited
9565925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Ltd
9871095, 9871074, 9888068, Fax:
4071094

Uttara Bank Ltd
9561438, 9551162-3,
Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Ltd
9561580, Fax: 88-02-9560587

MARKET CLOSED

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday
Elephant Road-Friday

Bishal Center-Friday

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday
Polwell Market-Friday

BCS Computer City-Friday

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.
Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday
Stadium Market-Friday
Bangabazar Market-Friday
National Museum-Thursday
Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday

Gausia Market-Tuesday
Mouchak Market-Sunday
Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-
Tuesdeay

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday
Eastern Plaza-Sunday
Farmview Super Market-Sunday
Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday
Dhaka Zoo-Sunday

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday
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