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No Kits,
no camp!

PTI, Mysore

Fitness of the 14 participants was
analysed for the third day today at
the ongoing bowlers' camp, being
held at the Infosys Campus here.

Trainer Gregory King kept an eye
on the medium pacers and spinners
as the bowlers went through various
drills.

The bowlers have come for the
camp without their kit -- like bat,
gloves and guards -- and with no
batsmen to bat at the nets, it was
unlikely that they would be asked to
bowl at the camp, a source said.

It is not known whether the
bowlers, including spinner Piyush
Chawla (Uttar Pradesh) and fast
bowler Pankaj Singh (Rajasthan)
would be asked to stay back in
Bangalore when the 'batsmen
camp' (to be held from June 9 to 12)
starts prior to the selection of the
team on June 12 for the tour of
Ireland and England.

The selected players for the tour
would undergo a camp in Bangalore
from June 12to0 16.

The ongoing bowlers' camp
here, which commenced on
Monday will conclude on June 8.

Guardian exposes
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honest, it affected the morale, it
affected the spirit."

The Guardian journalist said,
"Was it...?" to which Vaughan
replied: "Fred-alo. It's bound to
affect team spirit. From then on
suddenly you've got players I'd like
to see go out and enjoy themselves,
but no one would dare go out after
that and you don't feel you can
create a spirit."

Vaughan had earlier denied that
he had used the word "Fredalo"
while speaking at Old Trafford
where the third Test against West
Indies starts on Thursday, adding
that he still had a good relationship
with Flintoff.

"We are good mates," added
Vaughan, who shares an agent with
Flintoff. "I have a huge amount of
respect for Andrew Flintoff."

England will be without Flintoff
for all the series.

England are set to field an
unchanged side as they look to go
an unbeatable 2-0 up in the series
with one to play.

Real request
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lives, said Tuesday it would as of
midnight "act on all fronts" to
campaign for an independent
Basque state.

In a statement sent to two
Basque newspapers, ETA said it
was ending the ceasefire it declared
in March 2006 because the Spanish
government was persecuting the
group and its political base instead
of negotiating with it.

Two car bomb attacks near
Real's Santiago Bernabeu stadium
on May 1, 2002 slightly injured 19
people. The stadium was evacuated
several times two seasons ago due
to false bomb alerts.

With just two matches left to play
in the Spanish premier league, Real
are level on points with arch rivals
Barcelona at the top of the table.

Tigers sweat

FROM PAGE 21

He expressed his satisfaction at
becoming the assistant coach of
Bangladesh team. “All coaches
have a desire to establish them-
selves as the national team coach. |
think, I've been given this job as
BCB has enough faith on me,” he
said. "As far as | am concerned, this
is nota demotion."

Bangladesh will play the first Test
from June 25 at the Premadasa
Stadium.

Tigers will return to practice
tomorrow after a day's break.

McClaren hails

FROM PAGE 24

had purpose. We won the ball
quickly, we won our challenges, and
we had no real problem with them.
We had our chances, it really was
justa matter of time.

"The first goal is key and once we
got that, our confidence grew. |
wouldn't say we've turned the
corner, but the performances have
shown what can do. We need to
maintain that, but we've got our-
selves backin group.”

England remain fourth in Group
E, but are now just three points
behind joint-leaders Croatia and
Israel.

"Looking at the table, it's in our
hands," McClaren said. "Four of the
last five games are at Wembley."

For Owen, this was a record-
breaking night, his 23rd competitive
goal for England taking him past the
previous best set by Gary Lineker.

"It's obviously nice to score goals
and to break that record is fantastic,"
he said.

"Lineker is an England great. He
was my idol when | was a kid. It's
lovely to beat him."

Goes, meanwhile, announced
he will not renew his contract when it
expires in November.

"l have been here seven years,"
he said. "l had a hard meeting with
the president of the federation, Aivar
Pohlak, and we decided it was time
formetogo."

PHOTO: AFP

England opener Alastair Cook leaves the ball during the first day of the third Test against West Indies at Old Trafford on Thursday.

Past meets future

lﬁl Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

"First thing is the run-up. Then the
pace of the kid. Then whether they
have a cricket brain. Then the fit-
ness. Then how hungry he is. With
good fast bowlers you spot these
qualities within a few overs." So
says Wasim Akram of spotting
class, and who's to argue?
Fortunately for Pakistan, if belat-
edly, it is what he has been doing
over the last couple of weeks.

Not all the 22 bowlers who turned
up at the fast bowling camp needed
spotting; Shoaib Akhtar,
Mohammad Asif and Umar Gul
came in for some tuning and fine-
tuning. Others, like the U-19 pair of
Anwar Ali and Jamshed Ahmed,
came because this is as close to a
finishing school as you'll find in
Pakistan. A finishing school for
pace.

This happy communion of pace
past, present and the future at
Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore, is in
effect the ground zero of Pakistan
cricket. From here, as always, will
sprout success. Here is why
Pakistan have won nearly a third of
all their Tests and more or less a
quarter of Tests away. To the east,
fast bowling has laboured, and so
too winning -- India, for example,
have won just over a fifth of all Tests
and under 15 per cent away from
home.

One of eleven players develop-
ment programmes over the next six
months, this camp marked the
National Cricket Academy's return
to life. About time too: the academy
was made non-functional, like the
Chief Justice of Pakistan recently,
just a year after it began proper in
2005. That is for another day, but it
breathes again.

"We had planned this for some
time," says Aaquib Javed, the
former Pakistan fast bowler and U-
19 coach who is now overseeing the
camp and NCA operations. "The
bowlers are from three levels: U-19,

A and academy teams, and senior
level. If you can identify some talent
from the U-19 and academy groups,
then you have a potential pool of
back-ups, players on whom more
attention should be paid."

Thus Akram was called for
identification. Random, globe-
trotting and informal sessions with
struggling Indian bowlers hint at a
happy knack for helping youngsters.
As one of the most magnificent of
his breed ever, he is a choice as
coach. Not so apparently.

"It's my first time coaching,
officially or unofficially. It's good but
it's also something you have to get
used to, especially concentrating for
so long. I'm getting into it but it takes
time when you start," he confesses.

Full-time it won't become -- the
twin necessary evils of TV and
business commitments (he's an
investor in a high-end sports store)
have seen to that. But he's keen to
contribute in his own way. And it's
not to say that no one else should, or
that a bowling coach isn't needed.
Akram sits, in this very modern
debate, on the side of the coach.

He didn't have one when he was
a lanky, big-haired prospect, though
he admits he often felt the need.
Still, lan was there to fall back on, as
was Mudassar Nazar, a dour opener
but a wily swing bowler. Itis a similar
wetness behind current fast bowling
ears that needs looking after in
particular.

"Myself and Waqgar would help
each other and younger bowlers
around us. In this team, only Shoaib
is experienced and, because of his
injuries, he hasn't been around
much. With a young team like this,
you need someone around, for
advice, for tips." Aaquib is more
blunt: "What advantage is gained
from not having a coach? Give me
justone."

Some expertise somewhere is
needed, if for nothing else than to
clot the myriad injuries their fast
men have suffered in recent years.
Both Aaquib and Akram have known
hospitals and surgeons well, though
only four fast bowlers have played

more Tests than the latter ("None of
them were Pakistani either," he is
quick to remind).

"ltis afitness-related thing," says
Akram. "If you are fit you will suffer
less, if you aren't, you will (suffer)
more. Fast bowlers play with niggles
anyway, a little twinge or ache, but
you just get on with it. Or at least we
did." It is here the academy might
play its most critical role. Thankfully,
Aaquibis already on the case.

In a remarkably forward-looking
piece of planning for Pakistan, |
scans have been taken of the knees
of all bowlers at the camp. The idea
is to do this regularly, to track not
only the effects on the knees as
bowlers age and actions are
tweaked, but also to pre-empt
injuries.

If they can manage that, the
future is worth visiting. Fast bowling
is as Pakistani as anything in this
diverse country. "It is part of the
psyche from a young age," offers
Aaquib. If it isn't, then tape ball
cricket ensures it eventually will be.

If you're inclined to keep track, do
so of these men. Mohammad Aamir,
a 16-year old from Rawalpindi is
Akram's pick; naturally, he's left-
arm. He's played U-19 and an
academy place waits. Aaquib
approves and adds Sohail Tanveer,
another left-armer, who's been
around and who is "deceptively
quick."

And what would a Pakistan pace
camp be without a really speedy
prospect? Mohammad Irshad's star
rose, dipped and is now, according
to Aaquib, rising again "He's a
much-improved bowler now. He's
still got good speed, touches 90
(mph), and has great body lan-
guage."Asdo theyall.

One for posterity
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well. 1 didn't have to protect them
from the strike, and they played their
roles very well. They helped me a lot
in my own batting."

No exaggeration there.
Chigumbura and Odoyo added 67
and 103 respectively with Pollock:
the young Zimbabwean allrounder
and the Kenyan veteran made full
use of a platform intended more for
them than the big names in the side.

Both captains paid tribute to
Pollock. "We all know what Pollock
can do," said his captain Justin
Kemp. "He's always been a good
batsman, but today he really
showed tremendous character."

For someone who had to watch
the game almost slip away from him,
Mahela Jayawardene admitted his
anxiety: "I always knew Pollock
could bat but he was really patient to
begin with and then played some
attacking shots at the end. And

importantly, he got good support
from the others. | always knew it was
going to be tough."

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the first one-day
international between Asia X| and
Africa Xl in the Afro-Asia cricket
series on Wednesday:

ASIA XI: 317 for 9 wickets in 50
overs (Yousuf 66, Jayawardene 65,
Sehwag 45, Ganguly 32, Yuvraj 31;
M Morkel 3-68, chigumbura 2-56, M

Morkel 2-64)

AFRICAXI

De Villiers b Asif 4
Bosman ¢ Jayawardene b Zaheer2
Dippenaarb Zaheer 10
Tikolo hit wkt b Asif 5
Kemp b Asif 5
Boucher b Jayasuriya 25

Pollock c Yousufb Mortaza 130
AMorkel c Dhonib Jayasuriya 9
Chigumbura ¢ Yousufb

Jayasuriya 40

Odoyocsub
(Tharanga) b Harbhajan 39
M Morkel not out 4

Extras: (b-1,1b-5, nb-2,w-2) 10
Total: (Alloutin47.50vers) 283
Fall of wickets: 1-4, 2-15, 3-18, 4-26,
5-31,6-77,7-87,8-154,9-257

Bowler (0] M R W
Asif 10 0 57 3
Zaheer 9 2 43 2
Mashrafe 6.5 0 57 1
Harbhajan 10 0 54 1
Jayasuriya 10 0 52 3
Yuvraj 2 0 14 0
Result: Asia XIwin by 34 runs.
Man-of-the-match: Shaun
Pollock.

Toss: Asia.

Umpires: Peter Parker and Tony
Hill.
Second ODI: Chennai, Saturday.

An eventful draw
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Both sides wasted half chances
before Mohammedan came alive
with a pair of changes in the second
half, which started in adequate light
as the floodlights were switched on
after a considerable delay. Shafiqul
Islam Manik pushed Belal and Rony
and the latter, who replaced Sentu in
the middle, was particularly impres-
sive.

The winger, taking a pass from
Emeka, saw his shot saved by
Titumir who soon tipped over a
dipping long-range volley from
Kamal.

The pressure told in the 64th
minute as Titumir, trying to grip a
curling freekick by Emeka from 25
yards, palmed the ball towards his
own goal to gift a free header to
Divine who found the back of the net

from a handshaking distance.

An apparently clean Emeka goal
was ruled out for offside in the 70th
minute and four minutes later, the
Nigerian was booked for the second
time for an unnecessary mid-pitch
tackle that will keep him out of next
week's crucial game against
archrivals Abahani.

Abu Yusuf's boys briefly edged
the Mohammedan backline and
substitute Enamul, picked by Moni's
square pass inside the area, failed
to beats the stretching hands of a
diving Himel, who later kept a low
drive by Maruf out for a corner.

The black and whites created
two openings in the dying minutes
but Rony failed to keep his swerving
shot under the bar while a brilliant
sliding tackle by Maruf in the 90th

minute denied league's top-scorer
Paul, who should have released the
ball to an unmarked Rony instead of
holding the ball too long for personal

glory.

Red card: Emeka (Moham-
medan)

Yellow cards: Brahim, Moni
(Muktijoddha)
TEAMS
MOHAMMEDAN: Himel, Arif,
Odafe, Biplab, Kamal, Sharif,

Divine, Sentu (Rony), Ripon (Belal),
Emeka and Paul.

MUKTIJODDHA: Titumir, Hassan
Al Mamun, Ghansah, Rajani, Titu,
Brahim (Saiful), Maruf, Arman Aziz,
Munna, Alfaz (Enamul) and Moni.

Hassan to
make
Afghan history

BBC ONLINE, undated

Hamid Hassan will become the first
Afghani cricketer to turn out forthe MCC
at Lord's on Thursday — and the 20-
year-old admits he cannot wait.

As a young but fast-improving
cricket nation, Afghanistan are striving
to put their massive domestic prob-
lems to one side and become a force
amongtheelite.

And Hassan's selection against a
Europe XI at the home of cricket is
another step forward for a country that
hopes to qualify for the 2011 World
Cup.

"I am hugely proud and very
excited," Hassan told BBC Sport. "It is
absolutely adream come true.

"To walk out at such a prestigious
ground alongside such fantastic
cricketersis anhonour."

Former New Zealand all-rounder
Chris Caims and ex-England batsman
John Stephenson are among those who
willbe playingalongside Hassan.

And, with the ringing endorsement
of Mike Gatting -- who says Hassan
has "huge potential" -- behind him, the
youngster is keen to make an impres-
sion.

"l want to show that, regardless of
your origins or obstacles that may face
you, you can be a success if you put
yourmindtoit.

"I know where | was 12 months ago
and | know how lucky | have been to
have had advice and guidance from so
many brilliant people.

"Now | wantto showwhat| can do. |
hope to develop my game, maybe
with a second Xl county side in the
future, and repay the faith shown in
me by some brilliant people."

So could his journey end with an
appearance atthe 2011 World Cup?

"That would be amazing, and
Afghan cricket is really on the up,"
says Hassan.

"There is a lot of hard work going
on behind the scenes and the aim is
to put ourselves up there alongside
Associate teams like Ireland and
Bermuda.

"That is the dream and that is
what we're working towards."

PCB still
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Whatmore was out of the race and
they had shortlisted South African
Graham Ford and England's John
Emburey for the job.

The PCB has appointed a three-
man selection committee to recom-
mend a shortlist of three coaches to
the ad-hoc committee which will
discuss the potential candidates at its
meetingon June 17.

Pakistan's next assignments are
one-day matches against India,
Scotland and possibly a World XI
match in Scotland in early July and
the board sources said the aim was
to finalise a contract with a new
coach soonerthan later.

Ribery joins
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unveil ltalian World Cup winning
striker Luca Toni in a deal worth 11
million euros.

Ribery's transfer deal is estimated
to be 25 million euros, which would
make him the most expensive player
inBayern's history.

Bayern finished fourth in the
Bundesliga last season, their worst
performance for ten years and have
missed out on a place in next
season's Champions League for the
first time since 1996.

Klose buries

FROM PAGE 24

But after Germany's 2-1 win in
Hamburg on Wednesday - which
fired the home side to the top of
Group D and five-points clear of
rivals the Czech Republic - Klose
and Frings both said the matter had
been putto bed.

"The press always make a big
deal of these thing, there is no
problem between Torsten and I,"
said Klose, who looked to have
scored Germany's first goal until a
replay confirmed the ball came off a
Slovakian defender.

Dada back on top

% Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

The Indian crowd roared in delight at
the fall of an Asian. Sanath
Jayasuriya, the big-hitting Sri
Lankan, had just fallen and he might
have been a trifle surprised at the
crowd reaction. But he would have
understood had he looked at the
helmeted figure striding past him
towards the middle. The chants of
Dada, Dada ringed the arena as
Sourav Ganguly walked out.

It could have been Kolkata.
Never mind that this was the home-
town of the man who replaced him
as captain. You might hate him, love
him and hate him again but he,
unlike most if not all his colleagues,
stirs up emotions that you didn't
think you were capable of. You
cannot maintain a monk-like equa-
nimity with him. After all, he is one of
the most fascinating Indian players
ever.

The pitch offered good bounce
and had live grass -- a commodity
enjoyed only by bovines and vege-
tarians in this country and seldom
seen on cricket grounds. A couple of

scribes in the press box were licking
their lips, itching for the tamasha to
begin.

Morne Morkel had the ball and his
approach was predictable. Bounce
Ganguly out. Embarrass the
emperor. The first ball flew at the rib
cage. Ganguly shuffled across
uneasily, took the bottom-hand off the
handle, stabbed at the ball which
kissed his gloves on the way to the
fine-leg boundary. Morkel sighed. So
did the crowd butinrelief.

Morkel pitched the next one full,
around the off stump. Perhaps
Ganguly would be hanging on the
back foot, expecting a short ball, and
would be a trifle late while driving.
Maybe an edge? No luck. Ganguly,
who these days stands slightly more
erect, kept his head still and the batin
the air, leaning forward fully to caress
it through the cover region. The DJ
picked up the public vibes and
promptly played Main hoon Don, a
popular number. The camera panned
to Ganguly. The donwas smiling.

But Morkel, in the middle of a good
spell where he extracted consider-
able lift, hit the deck short of length
the next delivery and made it kick up
just outside off. Ganguly tried to push
it to backward point and saw it racing
away to the third-man boundary.

Three balls, one good shot, and he
had 12 on the board. The crowd
weren't complaining.

Albie Morkel replaced his younger
brother. Pardon me for digressing
into vernacular but if this was the
Hindi movie Sholay, the dialogue
would have gone thus: "Dono Bhai
Aaye ho! Kya socha tha? Dada
khush hoga, shabaashi dega, kyu?!"
Ganguly had a charge and a miss.
Moments later, he carved one past
point. A few balls later, Albie hurled a
bouncer but Ganguly shuffled inside
the line and hooked it away for yet
another four.

In between, he played an imperi-
ous cut and a delectable straight-
drive off Elton Chigumbura. The
crowd had forgotten about the harsh
sun; paper-fans were being ignored
and people began to clap again.
Then, against the run of play,
Ganguly dragged one on to the
stumps. The younger brother,
Morne, had exacted retribution for
the family. Partisan silence around
the arena. The DJ too turned dumb.
Suddenly, the sun became unbear-
able.

Mali acting
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Mali, 70, who has served as presi-
dent of Cricket South Africa (CSA,
formerly the United Cricket Board of
South Africa) since 2003, will
assume the role of acting president
for approximately 13 months until
the ICC's annual conference of
2008.

Cricket South Africa nominated
Mali Thursday and this has now
received final approval by the ICC
Board.

Mali will assume the role of
acting president with immediate
effect and in so doing he steps
down as president of CSA, also
with immediate effect.

He could yet become ICC
president at some point in the
future, despite his current acting
role.

"l take this assignment as an
honour and a big challenge. | feel
lucky to be taking over at a time
when the game is in such good
shape," said Mali. "It is also a
privilege to succeed Percy, some-
body who was a good friend and a
person who worked so hard for the
betterment of this greatgame."

ICC chief executive Malcolm
Speed said of Mali: "Ray is an
experienced and skilled adminis-
trator, @ man of calm assurance
and someone who combines a
deep love of the game with an
understanding of how best to
secure its well-being.

"I look forward to working
closely with Ray during the coming
year in what is an exciting time for
cricket, including as it does the ICC
World Twenty20 in South Africa,"
the Australia added.

"Ray was one of the first mem-
bers of the ICC Board to recognize
the potential this new form of the
game could have for driving our
sport forward, and | hope that his

|CC chief

vision will be rewarded by a memo-
rable tournament in his homeland
later this year."

The appointment of the next
ICC president, who will take office
in 2008, will be made in due
course.

Sonn died aged 57 in a Cape
Town hospital last month following
complications after undergoing a
minor colon operation.

He was the first African to head
up the ICC but his death left the
organisation without an obvious
successor after England's David
Morgan and India's Sharad Pawar
tied in arecent vote to replace him.

The ICC board's next meeting is
in London from June 24 to 29.

Less money
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development and enhancement of
facilities at divisional and district
level stadiums; arrangement and
participation in the SAF and Indo-
Bangla Games; establishment of
regional training centres of BKSP in
Sylhet, Barisal, Khulna and
Chittagong divisions.

Parker joins
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push forward and he wants to be
part of that. Firstly he wants to
improve our team, then he wants to
improve his chances of forcing his
way back into the England scene."

"He has been captain of
Newcastle over the last couple of
seasons and he is exactly the type
of player that | wanted to bring to the
club.

"He's very experienced but still
young and I'm sure he's going to be
abig assetto WestHam."

Next Afro-Asia
Cup in Kenya

PTI, Bangalore

Kenya is likely to host the next Afro-
Asia Cup which would be held in
June next year, the Asian Cricket
Council said on Thursday.

"The next Afro-Asia Cup, the
third edition, will be held next Junein
Africa and the likely venue is Kenya
where the facilites and weather
would be ideal," said ACC Chief
Executive Syed Ashraful Haqg.

Huqg said he was satisfied with
the way things have progressed in
the ongoing edition of the tourna-
ment despite the absence of some
top players from both Africa and
Asia squads.

"We are very satisfied with the
way the teams have responded as
well as with the crowd response,” he
said when asked whether the pull-
out by leading stars like Rahul
Dravid and Sachin Tendulkar from
the Asian team affected the tourna-
ment.

"Sachin and Rahul were absent
when the tournament was held in
2005 also. And Kumar Sangakkara
and (Muttiah) Muralitharan were not
available to play for Sri Lanka (at
Abu Dhabi against Pakistan)
because of their county commit-
ments. Do you think this Asian team
isweak?" he queried.

"This tournament is being held
for the purpose of developing unity
through cricket. Where else can you
see Mohammad Asif (Pakistan fast
bowler) taking a wicket and being
hugged by India's Sourav Ganguly
and Yuvraj Singh. Cricket is not
(there) only for making dollars and
cents," he said.

"We want Asia and Africa to be
together for all purposes," he added.

WI keep Eng in check
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in for the dropped Daren Powell,
was proving expensive with none for
50in 10 overs.

Earlier, Andrew Strauss's poor
run continued when he was Ibw to
Taylor for six after Vaughan won the
toss.

Strauss had now gone 16 Test
innings without a hundred, averag-
ing just above 26 in that period.

England were unchanged from
the team that won at Headingley but
West Indies, 1-0 down in the four-
Test series, made three changes in

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at tea on the first day of
the third Test between England and
West Indies at Old Trafford on

Thursday:

ENGLAND: Firstinnings

Strauss Ibw b Taylor 6
Cook c Bravob Sammy 60
Vaughan b Collymore 41
Pietersen cBravob Collymore 9
Collingwood Ibw b Taylor 10
Bell not out 16
Prior not out 1

Extras: (b-6, Ib-4, w-2,nb-12) 24

To bat: Plunkett, Harmison,
Sidebottom, Panesar

Bowler O MR W
Taylor 10 040 2
Edwards 10 250 O
Collymore 13 521 2
Bravo 9 325 O
Sammy 12 6 21 1
WEST INDIES: Gayle, Ganga,
Smith, Morton, Chanderpaul,

Bravo, Sammy, Ramdin, Taylor,
Edwards, Collymore
Toss: England.

all with the fit-again Shivnarine Total:(For5wktsin54 overs) 167 Umpires: Billy Bowden and
Chanderpaul in for Sarwan and Fall of wickets: 1-13, 2-117, 3-132, ~ AleemDar.
Sammy replacing Sylvester Joseph. ~ 4-132,5-166
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