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Speakers at a programme yesterday 
blamed the political leadership 
over the years for the present bad 
image of police administration in 
the country. 

They said it would not be fair to 
hold only police personnel respon-
sible for the present situation as 
they were used by politicians for 
their personal interests. 

The programme was organised 
to mark the inauguration of 'Ser-
vice delivery centre (SDC) and 
police open day (POD) at Uttara 
Model Police Station in the city. 

It was organised under police 
reform programme (PRP) in collab-
oration with Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police.  

Speaking on the occasion 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
Nur Muhammad said, "We want to 
remove colonial image of police by 
changing the existing concept of 
policing." 

Speaking as chief guest Home 
Secretary Abdul Karim said as 
there is no undue influence and the 
government is showing zero toler-
ance against corruption, this is the 
high time for police officers to show 
their efficiency and help sustain 
law and order in the country. 

Larry Maramis, deputy country 
director of UNDP and N B K 
Tripura, national project director of 
PRP, also spoke at the programme 
which was presided over by Naim 
Ahmed, commissioner of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police. 

Sunanda Rai, assistant super-
intendent of police, moderated the 
programme. 

The SDC in Uttara has been 
named as 'Sawmitra Dev Service 
Delivery Centre' after the name of 
Sawmitra Kumar Dev, project 
officer of the PRP, who was killed 
recently in a bus robbery.    

Under the programme, a day in 
each month will be observed as 
'Thana Open Day' in model police 
stations when respective officer-
in-charge will listen to complains of 
community people and consult 
with them to prevent crime. 

The first phase of the three-year 
PRP is being funded jointly by the 
United Nations Development 
P rog ramme,  Depar tmen t  o f  
International Development, and 
the European Commission.

A total of 16 million dollar will be 
spent under the project launched 
in 2005.   

The PRP aims at transforming 
the old colonial approach of polic-
ing into a public service oriented 
one based on mutual understand-
ing, trust and cooperation to 
ensure fundamental rights of 
people. 

The programme with the slogan 
'Thanar Duar Khola Aji, Asite Aaj 

Nahi Mana' (The door of police 
station is open today, no bar to 
come) is also aimed to bridge 
existing gap between police and 
general public. 

The PRP will be expanded to 
other parts of the country gradually 
basing on the performances of 
pilot model police stations. 

Politicians blamed 
for cops' bad image

Bail prayer for 
Rajshahi mayor 
Minu rejected
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Rajshahi 

The district and sessions judge 
court yesterday rejected an ad 
interim bail prayer for detained 
Rajshahi City Corporation Mayor 
Mizanur Rahman Minu.

Judge Abu Bakar Siddique also 
fixed Sunday for hearing as Minu's 
lawyers lodged a miscellaneous 
case with the court seeking his bail.

Minu's lawyers also submitted a 
petition for his ad interim bail till the 
bail hearing date, but the petition 
was rejected.

A metropolitan magistrate court 
sent Minu to jail on Wednesday 
following an extortion case against 
him and 10 others.

However, Minu's wife Salma 
Shahadat and his daughter Saifi 
met him at Rajshahi Central Jail 
yesterday.

Salma Shahadat told reporters 
that Minu was well in jail and taking 
his regular medicines as he was 
suffering from some diseases.

Programme 
to celebrate 
conquest of 
Chullu West
Bangla Mountaineer ing and 
Trekking Club (BMTC) organises a 
video and slide show at 10:30am at 
National Press Club in the city today 
to celebrate the conquest of Chullu 
West, a 21,059 feet Himalayan 
peak, by a Bangladeshi team, says 
a press release.

Leading author Prof Muhammad 
Zafar Iqbal and Chairman of 
Transcom Group Latifur Rahman will 
be the guests of honour. 

Founder of BMTC and a traveler 
to Antarctica and the North Pole 
Enam Ul Haque will commend the 
team's success while Chairman of 
BMTC Enayet Ullah Khan will preside 
over the ceremony. 

The Himalayan expedition will be 
presented through a five-minute 
video and 10-minute slide show.

The four-member expedition 
team led by Sajal Khaled started 
trekking to Chullu West from a 
place called Nadi in Annapurna 
Range on May 4, 2007. After 12 
days of trekking and climbing, 
the team reached Chullu West 
on 16 May 2007. The other 
members of the team were MA 
Muhit, Noor Muhammad and 
Musa Ibrahim.

TIB children's 
painting contest 
June 15
Transparency In ternat iona l ,  
Bangladesh (TIB) will organise a 
children's painting competition titled 
'Good health - beautiful country' on 
June 15, says a press release.

The competition will be held at 
4:00pm at the first floor of the lecture 
theatre in Shishu Academy. 
Interested participants are asked to 
register their names between 
2:45pm and 4:00pm that day. 

The competition will be held 
among three groups. Children aged 
between seven to nine years will 
contest in group A while children 
aged 10-12 years at group B and 
children aged 13-16 at group C. 

Participants can use any 
medium (pencil, water colour). TIB 
will provide the paper, but, the 
contestants must bring other sup-
plementary materials.   

TIB took the initiative to mark the first 
national Health Rights Con-ference on 
June 14 and 15. Children securing first 
place in the three groups will be 
awarded certificates.

BMP concerned 
over gangrape of 
RMG worker
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad 
yesterday expressed grave con-
cern over the gangrape of a teen-
age garment worker who latter 
committed suicide at Bakultala 
village of Sripur in Gazipur, says a 
press release.

It also demanded quick identifica-
tion of the accused and their punish-
ment. 

The government should ensure 
security of the victim's family, the 
release also demanded.

The victim was gang raped when 
she went out to answer the call of 
nature on June 3. 

Humayun Kabir 
new ambassador 
to United States
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Humayun Kabir has been appointed 
the new ambassador of Bangladesh 
to the United States, a position left 
vacant for months.

Kabir is currently serving as the 
high commissioner of Bangladesh 
to Australia, says a foreign ministry 
press release.

UNB, Dhaka

President Iajuddin Ahmed yester-
day called upon the Deputy 
Commissioners (DCs) to extend 
their all out cooperation to the 
government for consolidating finan-
cial and administrative manage-
ment.

He made the call while address-
ing the DCs' conference at 
Bangabhaban. 

Cabinet Secretary, secretaries, 
divisional commissions and DCs 
were present on the occasion. 

The president also asked the 
officials to perform their duties rising 
above personal, group or political 
interests. “With your success, the 
government's image will brighten 
and its activities will succeed at 
district, upazila and village level,” he 
said. 

“The decisions taken and the 
guidelines given at the conference will 
help the officials in performing their 
duties properly,” he said and hoped 
that the DCs would fully utilise their 
talent and qualities for the welfare of 
the country and its people. 

Iajuddin asked them to be tough 
and firm to establish rule of law and the 
rights of the weaker section of people, 
including protecting the weak from the 
aggression of the strong.

“You've to rise above threat and 
influence and use all your power. 

Remember you will receive all 
cooperation from the people and 
also of the government in your every 
good and just deed. So, do your 
work without fear for establishing 
truth and justice,” he told the DCs.

He said the government has 
taken some fundamental steps for 
establishing good governance and 
creating election-oriented atmo-
sphere in the country. “It's up to all of 
us to continue the process.”

He asked the DCs to play their 
challenging and responsible role for 
implementing the government 
decision to hold the election by the 
year 2008.

The DCs should follow the direc-
tives of the government and the 
Election Commission for holding the 
election in free and fair manner, he 
said. “We'll be able to present the 
nation a free, fair and impartial elec-

tion with combined efforts.”
Iajuddin said the government 

has undertaken mult i far ious 
programmes to ensure neutrality, 
dynamism and accountability in 
public administration. “You have to 
work accepting these inevitable 
changes.”

To render services to the people, 
he said, positive change in view-
points of officials and employees is 
needed along side making govern-
ment departments at the field level 
more dynamic and service-oriented.

Asking the officials to acquire 
skill and receive training for facing 
the challenges of the 21st century, 
he hoped that all concerned would 
contribute their talent for building a 
happy and prosperous Bangladesh.

He called upon the officials to 
begin work with new vigour and 
courage in their respective districts 
with the directives given in the 
conference. 

Help consolidate financial, 
admin management 
President asks DCs 

Car thief caught 
red-handed 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A car thief was caught red-handed 
while trying to speed away at 
Karwan Bazar area in the city in 
broad daylight yesterday.

Some seven people were also 
injured as the car hit them during the 
thief's desperate attempt to speed 
away at noon.  

A mob chased and finally managed 
to catch Shohag, 25, when he got 
stuck at a traffic signal near the 
Sonargaon Hotel. The mob handed 
him over to the police after beating him 
up.

The police took injured Shohag, 
a resident of Manipur in Mirpur, to 
Dhaka Medical College Hospital. 

Abdul Quddus, driver of the white 
Toyota-100 car, said he was drink-
ing water standing nearby the 
parked car near the Karwan Bazar 
Mas j id  Complex a t  around 
12:40pm. But all of a sudden a man 
with one hand appeared there, 
opened the door of the car by insert-
ing a key-like object into the lock and 
sped away.

When the driver raised an alarm, 
people tried to stop the car by block-
ing the road with cars near the 
Summit Centre building but failed. 

The thief continued to speed 
away after hitting the cars, causing 
minor injuries to seven people, 
Quddus said.  

However, the mob finally caught 
the thief in front of the BSRS 
Bhaban, witnesses said. 

Quddus filed a case with Tejgoan 
police station in this connection. The 
car belongs to Bani Amin, an advo-
cate of the Supreme Court.  

On April 26, a private car of The 
Daily Star office was stolen from the 
same area and the police found it at 
Osmani Udyan after seven days.

Sources said the incidents of 
carjacking have increased in the 
capital as more than one hundred 
cars and motorcycles have been 
stolen and hijacked from different 
places in the last two months.

Detective Branch (DB) Police 
said they have recovered 28 cars 
and motorcycles since March 21 
and different police stations have 
also recovered several cars. 

UN Watch asks 
govt to lift 
restriction on 
Sigma Huda 
UNB, Dhaka

UN Watch, a Geneva-based human 
rights outfit, has called on UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon 
and the head of the Human Rights 
Council to ensure that UN human 
rights expert Sigma Huda, who was 
refused exit from the country, is not 
harassed. 

Sigma was debarred from leav-
ing the country on, what they called, 
grounds of being a "security risk for 
Bangladesh as she may give state-
ments detrimental to this govern-
ment." 

The UN Watch said a leading 
Bangladeshi human rights advocate 
Sigma Huda is the UN Special 
Rapporteur on trafficking of persons 
and was scheduled to speak at next 
week's session of the UN Human 
Rights Council in Geneva.

In a statement issued on 
Wednesday, UN Watch Executive 
Director Hillel Neuer said, “By 
preventing UN expert Sigma Huda 
from leaving the country, the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh is in viola-
tion of her internationally-protected 
right to freedom of movement and 
expression.”

He said, “Bangladesh has no 
right to deny a UN expert or - any 
citizen - her right to leave on the 
basis that “she may give statements 
detrimental to it.”

Before the Council session 
opens on Monday, Neuer urges 
Ban, Council President Luis Alfonso 
De Alba and the leaders of the 
Council's Asian and Islamic groups, 
of which Bangladesh is a member, 
to press the government of 
Bangladesh to comply immediately 
with its international obligations and 
lift its restrictions against Sigma 
Huda. 

“If Bangladesh refuses to do so, the 
ultimate sanction against a Council 
member -- removal by the General 
Assembly -- should be pursued,” 
Neuer said in the statement.

Kalipada Laskar

Kalipada Laskar, father of Dhrubo 
Kumar Laskar, assistant social 
welfare secretary of Bangladesh 
Puja Udjapan Parishad, passed 
away due to old age complications 
at his village home Kamar in 
Faridpur yesterday at the age of 85, 
says a press release.

He left behind his wife, four sons 
and two daughters to mourn his 
death.

President of Bangladesh Puja 
Udjapan Parishad  Chitta Ranjan 
Sarkar and General Secretary 
Biresh Chandra Shaha, President of 
Mahanagar Sharbojonin Puja 
Committee Joyanto Sen Dipu and 
General Secretary Joyanto Kumar 
Dev condoled his death and con-
veyed sympathy to members of the 
bereaved family.

Obituary
BSS, Dhaka

Md Fazlul Karim, former headmas-
ter of Narayanganj Port High 
School, passed away due to old age 
complications at his residence at 
Mirpur in the city on Monday at the 
age of 72.

Fazlul Karim, father of Junan 
Nashit, a sub-editor of Bangladesh 
Sangbad Sangstha (BSS), left 
behind his four daughters and four 
sons to mourn his death.

He was buried at his family grave-
yard after namaz-e-janaza at his 
village mosque at Ratanpur under 
Barura Police Station in Comilla on 
Tuesday. His first janaza was held at 
Mirpur Paikpara Mosque.

Dr S Motahar Ali

Today is  the 
f o u r t h  d e a t h  
anniversary of Dr 
S Motahar Ali, a 
h o m e o p a t h  
physician and 
founding chair-
man of New Life 
& Co Ltd, says a 
press release. 

On the occasion, fateha will be 
offered at his grave and doa mahfil 
and discussion will be held. 

Death anniversary 
of Sabequnnahar 
Sony today
 STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the fifth death anniversary 
of Sabequnnahar Sony, the first 
female student to fall victim to cam-
pus violence.

A student of Bangladesh 
University of Engineering and 
Technology, Sony died in a crossfire 
during a gunfight between two 
factions of the BNP-backed 
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) on 
the Buet campus in 2002.

On the occasion, fateha will be 
offered at her grave at Uttara Sector 
# 4 at 7:30am and wreaths will be 
placed at the memorial to Sony on 
the Buet campus at 9:30am.

A doa mahfil will also be held at 
the Sonali Bank officers' quarters 
Jame Mosque at Sector # 8 in Uttara 
at 5:30pm.

The Samajtantrik Chhatra Front 
will hold a photo exhibition on the 
series of demonstrations demand-
ing trial of the killers of Sony.

Chehlum
C h e h l u m  o f  
A s h r a f u r  
R a h m a n  
(Munna), son of 
late wing com-
mander Badiur 
Rahman, will be 
held at House # 
17, Road # 10, 
Gulshan-1 in the 

city after Asr prayers today, says a 
press release.

Relatives, friends and admirers 
have been requested to attend the 
chehlum.

Munna passed away in Moscow, 
Russia on April 23. He was buried at 
Banani army graveyard on May 1.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Foreign Affairs Adviser Iftekhar 
Ahmed yesterday said he expects 
a deluge of South Korean invest-
ment to flow into Bangladesh on 
the back of the recent licensing of 
Korean Export Processing Zone 
(KEPZ) here.

On his return from a 5-day trip to 
Seoul, Iftekhar said the South Korean 
officials were 'very happy' with the 
government's decisions to give the 
operating license to the KEPZ last 
week.  

He said the KEPZ is expected to 
bring $1 billion in investments and 
create at least one lakh jobs directly 
and another two lakh indirectly.

Korean investors also showed 
interest in investing in Bangladesh 

with the operationalisation of the 
KEPZ, he added.

Talking to reporters at a briefing at 
the foreign ministry, the adviser said 

although South Korea wants to 
return thousands of undocumented 
workers to Bangladesh, he has asked 
Seoul to give those workers an advan-
tage over other applicants due to their 
existing Korean language skills. 

He said he expects around 2500 
Bangladeshi workers will go over to 
South Korea this year.

Iftekhar said he visited Incheon City 
where Korea wants to build a 'Free 
Economic Zone'. 

Bangladeshi workers can fill in the 
massive demand for workers required 
to construct the Incheon Free 
Economic Zone, he added.

LICENSING OF KEPZ 

Iftekhar expects deluge 
of S Korean investment 

PHOTO: STAR

Awami League President Sheikh Hasina along with party leaders places wreaths at the portrait of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman at Bangabandhu Memorial Museum at Dhanmondi in the city yesterday to mark the historic 7th June.

Abdul Majid Member

Today is the seventh death anniver-
sary of Abdul Majid Member, a 
social worker and former secretary 
of Fakirerpool Jame Masjid, says a 
press release.

On the occasion, Qurankhwani 
and milad mahfil will be held at his 
eldest daughter's residence at 
Kaltabazar after Juma prayers today.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

The Anti-corruption Commission (ACC) 
placed before a Khagrachhari court the 
charge sheet against former BNP 
lawmaker Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan in 
connection with a case filed for amass-
ing properties by illegal means, misap-
propriation of government development 
funds, taking bribes and for anti-social 
activities.

Deputy Director (DD) of the ACC 
Mohammad Jahangir Alam, who is 
also the investigation officer (IO) of 
the case, submitted the charge sheet 
before a magistrate court in 
Khagrachhari Wednesday. 

The court forwarded the case to a 
Chittagong court yesterday for its 
hearing, Khagrachhari court sources 
said.

The sources said ACC DD 
Jahangir Alam filed the graft case on 

March 22. In the case, the ACC 
official also mentioned that Wadud 
provided false information on his 
wealth statement submitted to the 
commission on February 25.

In the charge sheet, the IO said 
the charges brought against Wadud 
were primarily proved and he should 
be brought to justice. 

Sources said another case is 
likely to be filed against him in con-
nection with evading government tax.

Joint forces arrested Wadud on 
February 4 at his house in 
Khagrachhari. He is in Comilla jail 
now. The ACC listed him among 
corruption suspects of the first list.

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) person-
nel also arrested his brother Belayet 
Hossain Bhuiyan, Ramgarh upazila 
BNP president, along with seven 
other party men on February 15.

Graft charges pressed 
against ex-MP Wadud 

PHOTO: STAR

Former adviser to the caretaker government Rokia Afzal Rahman speaks at the premiere of a film titled 'The Rasheda 
Trust: A Success Story' at Drik Gallery in the city yesterday. Sitting from left are Rasheda Begum, Razia Quadir and 
Swiss Ambassador Dr Dora Rapold.       

CG hailed for 
allocating 
maternity 
allowance 
 STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Development Organisation of the 
Rural Poor (DORP) yesterday 
hailed the Caretaker Government 
(CG) for including maternity allow-
ance in the budget for the 2007-
2008 fiscal year (FY).

Secretary General of DORP 
AHM Nouman in a statement yes-
terday said allocating Tk 17 crore for 
a pilot project in the "Maternity 
Allowance for the Poor Lactating 
Mothers" will play an important role 
to protect the rights of poor mothers.

It would be initiated as a step to 
poverty alleviation and to achieve 
Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs).

It would increase women's 
dignity, acknowledge reproduction, 
reduce maternal and infant mortality 
rate and would provide child's birth 
right and would also resist early 
marriage, he said adding that the 
maternity allowance will lead to 
ensuring safe motherhood.

DORP had initiated 'maternity 
allowance' in 2005 as a pilot project 
for safe motherhood and provided 
Tk 200 to 40 poor mothers in six 
divisions of the country.

Man killed 
by brother
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A man was killed by his brother over a 
family feud at Pallabi in the city in the 
early hours of yesterday.

The victim was identified as 
Jalaluddin, 38, a chicken trader of 
Rupnagar Residential Area at Pallabi.

Sources said Jalaluddin was 
having a heated argument with his 
younger brother Nizamuddin on 
Wednesday at around 10:30pm which 
led to a fight between them.

Nizamuddin stabbed his elder 
brother with a boti while his wife Sufia 
Begum and daughter Nila Akhter 
started strangling Jalaluddin, alleged 
Jalaluddin's wife, Hasna Begum.

He was taken to a local clinic at 
around 12:15am in an unconscious 
state where the on duty doctors 
declared him death.

Hasna Begum filed a case with 
Pallabi Police Station accusing 
Nijamuddin, his wife Sufia Begum and 
daughter Nila. 

Police was able to arrest Sufia and 
Nila after the incident. 

Family sources said the wedding of 
Jalaluddin's daughter was fixed with a 
guy in the neighborhood recently but 
Nijamuddin and his wife spoke ill of 
Jalaluddin's daughter to the would be 
groom's family which angered 
Jalaluddin who finally confronted his 
brother about the matter on that fateful 
night. 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

The new generation is suffering 
from identity crisis due to a ten-
dency to neglect Bengali lan-
guage, history and heritage in the 
name of so-called status and 
m o d e r n  l i f e ,  s a i d  t h e  
educationists and cultural activ-
ists at a seminar yesterday.

They said the issue of tradition 
and culture should be incorporated 
into all curriculums from primary to 
higher education so that the new 
generation can feel proud in the 
present global village.

The seminar titled 'A possible 
outline of the culture of Bangladesh 
in the new century' was organised 
by Protyasha 2021 Forum at 
Goethe-Institute in the city. 

"Our new generation is not 
interested to know our culture and 

heritage which is a very alarming 
trend. Our identity will not exist in the 
face of globalisation if our new 
generation does not know our 
history, " said Prof Rajib Humayun 
while speaking at the second ses-
sion of the seminar.

Film Director Tareque Masud 
said the sprit of the liberation war is 
deteriorating day by day, and new 
generation is moving away from 
Bengali culture due to lack of aware-
ness of guardians.

Mosyud Mannan, convener of 
Protyasha 2021 Forum, urged all 
progressive people to come forward 
and focus Bengali culture and 
heritage among the new generation.

Prof Emajuddin Ahmed inaugu-
rated the seminar and delivered the 
inaugural speech. 

'New generation suffers 
from identity crisis' 

Another case 
filed against 
MA Hashem 
A CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Another case was filed against 
former BNP lawmaker and Partex 
Group Chairman MA Hashem, his 
son Md Russell and four others 
yesterday on charges of grabbing 
land in Gazipur.

Md Afsaruddin of Jangalia Para 
in Gazipur Sadar filed the case with 
a cognisance court accusing the six 
persons of grabbing his land in 2001 
and setting up a unit of Aamber 
Cotton Mills there. The other 
accused are their employees 
Enamul Haque, Md Kamrul, 
Shafique and Mostofa.

Magistrate Raushan Jahan of 
the cognisance court ordered the 
officer-in-charge of Joydevpur 
Police Station to investigate the 
allegations and take legal action on 
the basis of investigation.

In the case, the complainant 
alleged that the accused grabbed his 
land and erected barbed-wire fence 
around the land in October 2001. 
They also demolished the rooms on 
the land and felled trees. Later, they 
set up No. 2 unit of Amber Cotton 
Mills there, he added.

With this case, a total of three 
cases were filed against MA 
Hashem in the last one week.

Discussion
Kendriya Alor Bhuban Shishu Kishore 
Parishad will hold a discussion on the 
occasion of the birth anniversary of 
Rabindranath Tagore and Kazi Nazrul 
Islam. Venue: Scout Bhaban, Kakrail. 
Time: 5:30pm.

Seminar
Islamic Economics Research Bureau 
(IERB) organises a seminar titled 
'Development of small and medium 
enterprises: Financing from Islamic 
perspective'. Venue: IERB office, Purana 
Paltan. Time: 5:00pm.

Award distribution
The award distribution ceremony of 
Meridian Ananda Alo Children's Painting 
Award 2007 will be held. Venue: 
Institution of Diploma Engineers. Time: 
3:00pm.

Poetry recitation 
Bangladesh Abritty Samannaya Parishad 
organises a poetry recitation session 
titled 'Jalao alo apon alo'. Venue: Café 
Theatre, Liberation War Museum. Time: 
5:00pm.

Conference
The Fourth National Conference 2007 of 
Bangladesh Society of  Medical  
Microbiologists will be held. Venue: 
Bangladesh College of Physicians and 
Surgeons (BCPS) auditorium. Time: 
9:30am.

Painting exhibition
The inaugural ceremony of a painting 
exhibition titled 'Gogon' by repatriated 
artist Ali Akber will be held. Venue: Galleri 
Kaya. Time: 5:30pm. The exhibition will 
remain open till June 15 from 11:00am to 
8:00pm.

T O D A Y

DHAKA

2 electrocuted 
in city during 
thunderstorm
 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An 'O' level student and a housewife 
were electrocuted in separate 
places in the city during four-hour 
thunderstorm and downpour last 
night.

The victims are Protyayan 
Sarker, a student of an English 
medium school at Dhanmondi, and 
housewife Farzana Begum, 30, of 
Monipuri Para.

Many city roads went under 
knee-deep water as the downpour 
that started at around 6:00pm 
continued up to 10:00pm. 

Homebound people suffered a 
lot as traffic movement virtually 
came to a halt. Many CNG-driven 
autorickshaws and private cars 
broke down on the way due to 
waterlogging.  

"I got on a BRTC Volvo bus at 
Paltan at 10:00pm and it took over 
two hours to reach Karwan Bazar," 
said Delwar Alam, who works at a 
private office in Paltan area.

TK 5,282 cr 
proposed for 
defence services
 UNB, Dhaka

Tk 5,282 crore has been proposed 
for the Defence services for fiscal 
2007-08.

In fiscal 2006-07, Tk 4,745 crore 
was allocated for the defence. The 
allocation was revised to Tk 5,281 
crore.
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