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of the same mouza were also brought 
under Jugalchhari forest for cultivating 
a variety of fruits, 800 acres of those 
were brought under the forest in 1984, 
180 acres in 1997, 550 acres in 1985, 
550 acres in 1993, and 555 acres in 
1994.

According to a statement of the 
DFO, a total of 30,89,130 segun 
saplings and a large variety of fruit 
trees were planted in the forest in the 
last 21 years. But during a recent visit 
to where the forest once was, The 
Daily Star correspondent could not 
find a single tree of any kind there. 

According to Mongshi Marma, the 
man who coordinated the process of 
setting up the now vanished 
Jugalchhari Reserved Forest and its 
fruit orchards, the government spent 
more than Tk 12 crore for planting, 
preserving, nurturing and monitoring 
the trees,  and it also had a target of 
earning more than Tk 100 crore after 
20 years of its establishment.

But after 21 years now the govern-
ment still could not earn a single taka 
as the fruit orchards and the forest 
itself do not exist any more, Mongshi 
said.

Pradip Chowdhury, programme 
coordinator of the Centre for 
Sustainable Development (CFSD), 
said due to a lack of proper manage-
ment many wild lives lost their habitat 
threatening the environment.

"We want a proper investigation of 
the wholesale plunder of the forest, 
which made it extinct," he said.

"All forest officials concerned are 
responsible for the complete destruc-
tion of the reserved forest", said former 
chairman of Bhaibonchhara union 
parishad Kazi Shamsul Islam.

Minati Bala Tripura, 33, an indige-
nous woman who lives near where the 
forest once was, said the forest offi-
cials concerned directly helped log-
gers to cut down the trees.

But, Divisional Forest Officer Shah-
e-Alam said after the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts Peace Accord had been signed 
the indigenous communities cut down 
the trees of the forest illegally to sell the 
logs. When asked why he did not take 
any action against the alleged crime, 
he said, "I was not here at that time. 
Officials who were here at that time 
should have taken actions."

Interestingly enough the same 
office misappropriated more than Tk 3 
crore of government fund in the name 
of rehabilitating landless indigenous 
people in Jugalchhari Reserved 
Forest, sources said.

According to the DFO office, it 
settled 117 families in the forest in the 
last 20 years to look after the forest, but 
during a recent visit there this corre-
spondent found only five families 
there.

A publication of DFO claimed that 
the government spent over Tk 1.5 
crore for settling the families, each of 
which received more than Tk 1 lakh 
and five acres of land.

But, Sneha Kumar Tripura, 53, a 
settler in the forest said they did not get 
any money from the forest department 
although they received some land. 

Confronted with the allegation, the 
divisional forest officer said most of the 
settlers left the forest soon after getting 
the money. 

A total of 288 cases were filed 
against loggers in recent years, 
sources confirmed.

But, the forest officials would drop 
the cases in exchange for bribes of as 
much as Tk 50,000 to Tk 70,000 per 
case.

For issuing permits allowing sales 
of fruits from the orchards, the officials 
would take bribes ranging from Tk 
10,000 to more than Tk 50,000 
depending on the seniority of the 
official who was being bribed.

When asked about the allegations, 
Sadar Assistant Commissioner (Land) 
Rubaiat-e-Ashik said he heard that 
some of his staff are involved in corrup-
tion but he himself never has been. 

The divisional forest officer how-
ever replied to the same query with a 
categorical denial of any kind of 
involvement of any of his staff in such 
corrupt practices. 
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the graft case filed against the former 
communications minister and his 
wife, Mirza Zahidul Islam, who is also 
an assistant director of ACC, submit-
ted the charge sheet against them to 
the court of Chief Metropalitan 
Magistrate (CMM) of Dhaka yester-
day afternoon naming 39 people as 
prosecution witnesses. 

Deputy Director of ACC Shafiqul 
Islam filed the case on March 21 with 
Dhanmondi police station against the 
former minister for taking a bribe of Tk 
2.4 crore from Mir Zahir Hossain, the 
owner of Mir Akter Hossain Ltd, a 
construction firm. 

The IO in the charge sheet men-
tioned that Nazmul Huda took the 
bribe from Zahir, elder brother of 
current FBCCI President Mir Nasir 
Hossain. Zahir handed over the bribe 
to the former minister at the latter's 
Dhanmondi residence in three 
cheques in exchange for a roads and 
highways department's work order of 
Tk 30 crore.

According to the investigators, the 
money was deposited to an account 
in Motijheel corporate branch of 
Agrani Bank maintained by Khoborer 
Antorale, a newspaper owned by 
Sigma Huda. 

Sources said, later Tk 1 crore from 
the deposited bribe money was 
transferred to two fixed deposit 
accounts of the Motijheel branch of 
HSBC bank dividing the amount into 
Tk 50 lakh each in the names of two 
daughters of the minister. In the 
charge sheet ACC said the allegation 
against the Huda couple of taking the 
bribe was found to be true in the 
investigation.    

The joint forces recovered evi-
dence of Nazmul Huda taking the 
bribe during a raid in his residence 
following his arrest during an anti-
corruption crackdown on February 4. 
The investigators traced Mir Zahir 
following a paper trail recovered from 
the residence.

Zahir corroborated the allegations 
against Nazmul Huda, to a magis-
trate.   
CHARGE SHEET AGAINST 
CBA LEADER AND WIFE
Investigation officer (IO) of the case 
Mobara Khanam, deputy director 
(DD) of ACC, submitted the charge 
sheet before CMM court against 
Sonali Bank Collective Bargaining 
Agent (CBA) leader Feeroz Miah and 
his wife Roushan Ara Begum yester-
day showing 33 people as prosecu-
tion witnesses. 

Assistant Director of the ACC 
Nurul Alam filed the case with Ramna 
Police Station on March 20 against 
the two in connection with submitting 
wealth statement to the ACC with 
false information. 

In the statement, Feeroz and his 
wife gave account for their wealth of 
Tk 55,51,786. However, an ACC 
investigation found they accumu-
lated wealth of Tk 1,35,93,012 
through unfair means.    
CHARGE SHEET AGAINST 
HANNAN AND SON
Police submitted the charge sheet of 
an extortion case filed against 
adviser to the former prime minister 
Khaleda Zia ASM Hannan Shah 
yesterday, our Gazipur correspon-
dent reports.

The IO of the case Abul Bashar 
submitted the charge sheet before a 
Gazipur court. 

General Secretary of Kapasia 
upazila AL Ruhul Amin filed the 
extortion case with Kapasia Police 
Station accusing seven including 
Hannan Shah and his son Shah 
Rezaul Hannan of extortion on May 
12. 

IO Ripon Das of a land grabbing 
case against Shah Rezaul Hannan 
and eight others also filed a charge 
sheet on Sunday. Mainuddin on May 
10 filed the case with Kapasia Police 
Station. 
MINTOO SENT TO JAIL
Abdul Awal Mintoo was sent to jail 
yesterday with a proposal for a 30-
day detention from the government. 

Mintoo was arrested on May 29 
during a government crackdown on 
high-profile alleged graft suspects 
and was produced before a metro-
politan magistrate court yesterday 
afternoon on completion of his four-
day remand.

Mintoo was sent to jail as no 
prayer for further remand was made.  
OSMAN GANI ON REMAND
A Dhaka court yesterday placed 
Chief Conservator of Forests Osman 
Gani on a five-day remand under 
section 16 (2) of Emergency Power 
Rules.

Police produced Gani before a 
metropolitan magistrate court with a 
seven-day remand prayer yesterday 
afternoon. The court, however, 
granted a five-day remand.

Earlier, the IO investigating the 
case told the court that Gani was 
giving contradictory information 
regarding his corruption and the 
wealth he has and so he needs to be 
quizzed further.       

The ACC and joint forces yester-
day seized some documents from 
the Maneswar Road residence of 
Mohsina, wife of Gani, during a half-
an-hour raid from 2:30pm. 

Sources said they went to the 
house to arrest some suspected 
relatives of the forest boss but could 
not find anyone. 

Meanwhile, environment and 
forest ministry already initiated a 
probe to identify members of Gani's 
syndicate.

"We have initiated an investiga-
tion against Gani to find out members 
of the syndicate. We have seized 

some evidence in this regard. But we 
do not want to give details of the 
findings for the sake of investigation," 
AHM Rezaul Karim, acting secretary 
to the ministry of environment and 
forest, said.       
LITU ON REMAND
Another Dhaka court placed owner of 
Bengal Group Abul Khair Litu on a 
three-day remand yesterday. 
Moreover, there is a 30-day detention 
proposal from the home ministry. 

Police said Litu accumulated 
huge wealth through illegal means 
and was involved in a conspiracy to 
destabilise the country. 

The joint forces following informa-
tion provided by former FBCCI 
president Abdul Awal Mintoo picked 
up Litu from a residential hotel in 
Gulshan in the capital Sunday.

There are allegations against Litu 
of land grabbing, smuggling of 
money abroad through his satellite 
channel distribution business, and of 
defaulting on repayments of loans.
CASE AGAINST HASHEM 
AND BAKUL
UNB Reports: Former BNP law-
maker and Partex Group Chairman 
MA Hashem and four of his associ-
ates were sued in a case filed in 
connection with grabbing forest 
department's land.

FM Shahidul Haque, a forest 
officer, filed the case against Hashem 
and his associates with Joydevpur 
Police Station Sunday night. The four 
include M Mostafa, Shafiuddin, 
Kamrul and Raham Ali.

In the first information report 
(FIR), the complainant said Hashem 
grabbed 5,300 square feet of forest 
land under Bahadurpur Mouza of 
Rajendrapur forest.

Hashem, now in jail in another 
case, cut all the trees on the land and 
filled the land with earth on May 23, 
said the plaintiff.

The joint forces arrested the 
industrialist from his Mohakhali 
Partex office in Dhaka on May 28.

Meanwhile, an extortion case was 
filed against former lawmaker Sarder 
Shakhwat Hossain Bakul and 40 
others with Monohardi Police Station 
yesterday.

Makbul Hossain, manager of 
Vanguard Syndicate brickfield, 
lodged the case saying Bakul and his 
followers grabbed the brickfield in 
October 2001. 

Owner of the brickfield Col (retd) 
Abdur Rouf later paid Tk one lakh as 
toll to get back the brickfield. 

The complainant said he paid the 
extortion money to Bakul.
RAID ON MOKAMMEL' HOUSE
Joint forces on Sunday seized fire-
arms and documents raiding the 
Gulshan residence of former secre-
tary and AL leader M Mokammel 
Huq, sources said. 

House helps of the residence said 
the six-hour-long raid started around 
4:00pm and the law enforcers went 
through rooms breaking open the 
locks of the several doors, drawers 
and safes.

Mokammel is allegedly in London 
visiting his daughter who fell ill 
recently. He left Dhaka a few days 
ago, the sources said.
JALIL'S CONDITION
Awami League General Secretary 
Abdul Jalil, admitted to the coronary 
care unit of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University (BSMMU) 
Sunday night, has undergone 17 
medical tests yesterday.

"Jalil is suffering from heart, 
kidney, diabetes and urinary compli-
cations. But these are not serious 
enough to be worried about at this 
moment," Major Shamsul Haider 
Siddiqui, deputy inspector general 
(Prison), quoting the doctors looking 
after Jalil said.

The tests Jalil underwent include 
blood, urine and X-ray.   

Jalil complained about chest pain 
soon after a court ordered to send 
him to prison on Sunday. He was 
admitted to BSMMU's coronary care 
unit later that day.
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KEPZ licence and failure of the 
immediate past government to rein in 
over-charging recruitment agencies, 
dampened Dhaka-Soul relations that 
has been rejuvenated in the last few 
months, sources say.

The MoU was signed by Iftekhar 
and Korean Labour Minister Lee 
Sang-Soo. Iftekhar later said, "Ban-
gladesh has the supply and Korea 
has the need. It is a matter of adjust-
ing the two, which will be for our great 
mutual benefit."  

Initially, the recruitment will focus 
on textile, manufacturing, construc-
tion, service-sector, and agriculture.

South Korea has not taken in 
Bangladeshi workers since 2003 as a 
large number overstayed their visas 
to earn back the exorbitant amounts 
of money they had paid to local 
recruiting agencies to be in South 
Korea, sources said.

However, the MoU does not allow 
for a process to legalise 12,000 
undocumented Bangladeshi workers 
to remain in South Korea. But it 
includes a clause for preferential 
treatment for these workers, if they 
return voluntarily, to receive legal 
permits to re-enter South Korea 
under the EPS.

A number of manpower exporters 
said it is logical that the South Korean 
government should consider keeping 
the undocumented workers there 
and allow them to meet the demand 
for textile workers, which is currently 
50,000.

Recently, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) Labour Minister Ali 
bin Abdullah Al Kaabi said they would 
consider a legalisation process for 
undocumented Bangladeshi workers 
there to supplement the new legal 
workers under another MoU signed 
between Bangladesah  and the UAE.

S o u r c e s  s a i d  a l t h o u g h  
Bangladesh is competing with three 
other countries to export workers to 
South Korea under the EPS, govern-
ment facilities, and local workers' 
language and technical skills give 
them a significant comparative 
advantage over workers from the 
three other countries -- Nepal, 
Kyrgyzstan and East Timor.

Meanwhile, former secretary 
general of Bangladesh Association of 
International Recruiting Agencies Ali 
Haider Chowdhury welcomed the 
EPS agreement saying that a legal 
framework for government-to-
government manpower export opens 
up more windows for Bangladeshi 
workers.

Iftekhar said, "The MoU will open 

up great potentials for Bangladeshi 
workers to come and work legally in 
South Korea…We are planning to 
upgrade skills of our workers includ-
ing in the Korean language in 
response to Korean demands."

Earlier, in Seoul, Iftekhar met his 
counterpart Song Min-soon on the 
s ide l ines o f  the 6 th  As ian 
Cooperation Dialogue Ministerial 
Meeting. Song thanked Bangladesh 
for awarding the KEPZ licence and 
expressed interest in energy and 
infrastructure sectors, said a foreign 
ministry press release.

Iftekhar also met Japanese 
Senior Vice Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Katsuhito Asano, where he 
praised the caretaker government's 
reform initiatives and assured 
Iftekhar of Japanese assistance in 
this regard.  

They identified a number of areas 
for close cooperation, including in 
infrastructure, water, energy and 
communications sectors. 

Japan also sought Bangladesh's 
support in the United Nations on a 
number of issues. The  foreign 
adviser assured that Tokyo 'would 
receive the most favorable consider-
ations'. 

Iftekhar also called on South 
Korean President Roh Moo-Hyun.

The adviser is presently leading 
Bangladesh delegation to the minis-
terial meeting. 

He also had a meeting with repre-
sentatives of Bangladeshi commu-
nity in Korea at the country's 
embassy. "We will make our best 
efforts to protect the interest of all 
Bangladeshis in Korea", he told the 
g a t h e r i n g .  H e  a d v i s e d  a l l  
Bangladeshis to uphold the image of 
their country.   

Power tariff
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taking time by forming the committee 
and electricity price might be adjusted 
later in July," said an official seeking 
anonymity.

The power ministry proposed to 
increase per unit rate for electricity by 
Tk 0.45 in the next one year (in three 
phases) for users of all categories. It 
also suggested reviewing the price 
situation at least once a year.

The advisory committee on eco-
nomic affairs also put off approving a 
proposal for withdrawing the limit to 
buying power from the independent 
power producers (IPP). According to 
the existing rules, the government can 
buy at the maximum 1,780 megawatts 
of power from the IPPs.

The ministry projects that the 
demand for power might be standing 
at 19,312 MW in 2025 and to meet 
that, it needs to produce at least 
17,700 MW in addition to the existing 
capacity and the projects. 

The sector needs an estimated 
$10.2 billion investment in electricity 
generation and another $1.5 billion in 
installation of transmission lines, 
says the power ministry projection.

It also said that the demand for 
power would be 5,569 MW by next 
year and to keep up with the demand 
the ministry would have to develop a 
capacity to produce around 2,000 MW 
more electricity within a year.

The power ministry suggested 
withdrawal of the ceiling on buying 
power from IPPs as it believes the 
existing government initiatives are not 
enough to meet the demand.

"We will consider the proposal after 
reviewing possible impact on the 
budget and balance of payment," 
Mirza Aziz told reporters. 

  Meanwhile, two proposals of the 
food ministry got the seal of approval 
from the advisory committee. Of those, 
one seeks an exemption [for the 
ministry] from following the Public 
Procurement Rule 2003 in transport-
ing imported wheat from Australia 
while the other wants the ministry not 
to require a performance guarantee 
from the state-owned BJMC in procur-
ing one-crore pieces of jute bags from 
the organisation.

The meeting also approved a 
shipping ministry proposal for forming 
a committee to deal with the Operation 
and Maintenance of the New Mooring 
Container Terminal project.
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Squad for SL tour
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The Tigers, under new captain 
Mohammad Ashraful, will leave Dhaka 
on June 17 for Colombo for a 39-day 
trip.

Bangladesh will open their tour 
with a three-day warm-up game 
against a local selection from June 
20 before the first Test (June 25-29).

President
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and deepened in the days to come.
The president told the envoy that 

the government of Albania could 
import sophisticated pharmaceuticals 
and garments from Bangladesh at a 
very competitive price.

He also stressed the need for 
enhancing bilateral trade and com-
merce and urged the Albanian inves-
tors to invest in Bangladesh, particu-
larly in field of energy and 
pharmaceuticals, taking advantage of 
the attractive package of incentives 
offered by the government of 
Bangladesh.

He assured the ambassador of all 
support and cooperation in discharg-
ing his duties in Bangladesh and 
wished him good health and happi-
ness.

The president conveyed his greet-
ings and best wishes to Albanian 
President Alfred Moisiu and invited 
him to visit Bangladesh.

The envoy said the relations 
between Albania and Bangladesh are 
excellent and it will be further strength-
ened in the days to come.

He stressed the need for visit of 
trade bodies for exploring all avenues 
of economic cooperation and gave 
due importance to boosting educa-
tional programme for the mutual 
benefit of the two countries.

Earlier on his arrival at the 
Bangabhaban, the ambassador was 
given a guard of honour by the presi-
dent's guard regiment. 

Military Secretary to the President 
Major General Md Aminul Karim, 
Secretary to the President's Office 
Sirajul Islam and Foreign Secretary-in-
Charge Touhid Hossain were present.

Chinese ship
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serious, hospital sources said. 
The fire broke out at about 

6:45am at the master's cabin of the 
vessel of Cosco Bangladesh 
Shipping Lines Ltd berthed at jetty 1 
of the port and soon spread to 
adjacent rooms, port sources said.

Informed, two units of Fire 
Brigade, Chittagong Port's rescue 
ship Kandari-10 and Navy ship 
Khadem rushed to the spot. The 
blaze was brought under control 
within one hour and was completely 
put out at about 10:00am after two 
hours' frantic efforts.

The vessel with cargoes from 
Korea berthed at the jetty on 
Saturday, sources said. 

To probe the incident, the CPA 
formed a three-member committee 
headed by Harbour Master Captain 
AKM Jafarullah Chowdhury yester-
day, which would submit a report 
within three days starting from 
today.

Deputy Managing Director 
Khandaker Sirajuddin of Cosco 
Shipping, a sister concern of HRC 
Shipping Lines, told The Daily Star 
that they were not sure about the 
origin of the fire as of 11:00am. He, 
however, suspected electric short 
circuit.   

Although sources said that the 
extent of damage could only be 
determined after the completion of 
investigation, Shafiqul Alam Jewel, 
managing director of berth operator 
Ruhul Amin and Brothers, estimated 
that the damage would be no less 
than Tk 1 crore. 

Canada
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government came up at the meet-
ing. Richardson expressed her 
optimism about the success of the 
reform programme.

The adviser apprised her of the 
efforts of the caretaker government 
to improve human rights situation 
despite difficult conditions prevail-
ing in the country. "We are anxious 
to restore democracy and protect 
human rights in a more stable way," 
he said.

On reform programme and anti-
graft drive, the adviser sought coop-
eration from friendly countries like 
Canada in achieving the goals.

EC moves
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The government still remains silent 
on the issue. The EC held talks on 
electoral reforms with eminent 
personalities of the civil society on 
April 26 and with senior journalists 
on May 19.

Mamun
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Mamun, a controversial business-
men and close friend of former prime 
minister Khaleda Zia's son Tarique 
Rahman, failed to submit his wealth 
statement to the ACC when it served 
a notice on him on February 18 to 
submit his wealth statement within 72 
hours.

Following his failure to submit the 
statement, the ACC filed a graft case 
against him on non-submission 
charge.

Mamun, who is now in jail, told the 
court on May 29 that he could not 
submit his wealth statement in time 
as he was in the joint forces custody 
from January 31 to March 26.

Mamun's counsel earlier told the 
court about their intention to produce 
witnesses from different newspapers 
before the court to corroborate the 
defendant's claim, but they failed to 
produce any such witnesses.

Mamun's counsel argued yester-
day that the ACC Secretary Delwar 
Hossain, who issued the notice on 
February 18 asking for the wealth 
statement, has no authority to do so. 

Prosecution lawyers argued 
against the claim of Mamun's coun-
sel.
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could be in excess of 100. 
There were no immediate 

reports of casualties in the latest 
long-range attacks, which were 
raging in the same areas as 
Sunday's fighting as well as further 
north on the Jaffna peninsula. 

Japan's special peace envoy, 
Yasushi Akashi, is scheduled to visit 
the island Tuesday in the latest 
attempt at bringing the two sides 
back into the peace process. 

Akashi was planning to "discuss 
with the government and the parties 
concerned the current situation of 
the peace process and its future," 
the Japanese embassy said in a 
statement. 

Japan is the largest single donor 
to Sri Lanka, accounting for almost 
two thirds of aid money given to the 
island. But Tokyo has so far resisted 
calls from international rights 
groups to link aid to progress on 
rights and peace. 

The escalating fighting since 
December 2005 has made a mock-
ery of a 2002 truce brokered by 
Norway, which monitors say is 
holding only on paper. 

Sri Lanka's army chief Sarath 
Fonseka, in remarks published in 
the state-run Daily News, said the 
ceasefire agreement now needed to 
be re-examined -- arguing that the 
Tigers had used the truce to 
strengthen themselves. 

"The government might lay down 
some conditions so that the LTTE 
can't take advantage like bringing 
weapons, killing the opponents, 
conso l ida t ing  the i r  mi l i ta ry  
defences," Fonseka said. 

President Mahinda Rajapakse 
meanwhile ordered an immediate 
inquiry into the killing of two Sri 
Lankan Red Cross employees over 
the weekend, a state-run newspa-
per said. 

The Red Cross said the incident 
would have a major impact on its 
volunteers working across Sri 
Lanka. 

"We believe that this act will 
jeopardise the commitment of our 
volunteers and have a major impact 

in our accessibility in delivering 
humanitarian assistance to the 
vulnerable," the charity said in a 
statement. 

Only last week, key Sri Lankan 
aid donors announced the govern-
ment had offered security guaran-
tees for aid workers -- who have 
been accused by state media and 
public officials of being pro-rebel. 

Special court
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three lakh digital telephones without 
tender.

MAHS Rahman of the firm is also 
an accused in the case as he was 
"illegally" appointed by the then post 
and telecommunications minister as 
consultant to supervise the project 
that harmed the country's interest.

Abdul Hai, an officer of the now-
defunct bureau of anti-corruption, 
lodged the case against Nasim and 
Rahman with Ramna Police Station 
on January 8, 2002. 

He also investigated the case 
and submitted the charge sheet 
against them on June 13, 2002.

82 killed as fighting 

FROM PAGE 16

for the United Nations Environment 
Programme (Unep). 

Glaciers in the Himalayas, a 2,400-
kilometre (1,500-mile) range that 
sweeps through Pakistan, India, 
China, Nepal and Bhutan, provide 
headwaters for Asia's nine largest 
rivers, a lifeline for the 1.3 billion people 
who live downstream. 

But temperatures in the region 
have been increasing by between 
0.15 and 0.6 degrees Celsius (0.27 
and 1.08 degrees Fahrenheit) per 
decade for the last 30 years. 

In Nepal, the Imja Glacier just south 
of Mount Everest has been retreating 
at a rate of about 70 metres (230 feet) 
per year, with the water forming huge 
glacial lakes. 

"There are studies showing that the 
surfaces of some of these lakes have 
increased by 150 to 200 percent and 
there is a danger that these lakes will 
burst," said Andreas Schild, the direc-
tor general of the International Centre 
for Integrated Mountain Development, 
the host of Monday's conference. 

In the 1950s about 12 glacial lakes 
were recorded in Nepal. 

"When the inventory was done in 
2000 there were 2,400 lakes in Nepal. 
Out of these, lakes that are about to 
burst are about 14," the UN's Shrestha 
told reporters. 

"If we were to have a very small 
earthquake, all that water is going to 
come down. Because of the altitude, 

as it comes down it will pick up debris 
and speed, it's like a big bulldozer that 
wipes everything out," said Shrestha. 

The effects of global warming are 
already clear to Nepal's top mountain-
eering official. 

"Weather conditions have become 
increasingly unpredictable in the 
mountains," Ang Tsering Sherpa, the 
president of Nepal's mountaineering 
association told AFP. 

Home to Mount Everest and seven 
other peaks over 8,000 metres 
(26,400 feet), Nepal attracts thou-
sands of mountaineers and trekkers 
annually. 

"Ten years ago, autumn was seen 
as the best time to summit Everest, but 
now the spring season has become 
the best time. This must be an impact 
of global warming," said Sherpa. 

Shrestha, the UN environment 
official, said that the rising tempera-
tures worldwide could be halted, but 
only with a huge effort. 

"If India, China and Brazil and other 
emerging powers do voluntary (car-
bon dioxide) reductions tied to technol-
ogy and assistance, it is possible that 
they can continue to develop and 
reduce their (carbon dioxide) emis-
sions," the UN environment official 
said.

Himalayan glaciers 

Reserved forest 

Fire at Savar
spinning mill
UNB, Savar

Fire damaged machinery, raw 
materials and other valuable items 
at a spinning mill in Ulail Industrial 
Area under Savar municipality 
yesterday morning.

The fire originated from an 
electric short circuit in the storeroom 
of Ofaz Spinning Mill at about 
7:00am and soon engulfed the 
adjacent rooms. 

On information, fire fighters 
rushed to the spot and brought the 
fire under control at about 11:00am. A 
garment worker and a fire fighter 
received injuries while they were 
trying to extinguish the fire.

Dhaka Club 
staff robbed 
of Tk 2 lakh
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Muggers injured and robbed a man of 
Tk 2 lakh in Eskaton Garden area in 
the capital yesterday while returning 
with cash drawn out from a bank.

The victim, Kajal Ahmed Johnny, 
28, a Dhaka Club staff member, said 
the money belonged to the club and 
he was on his way back to the club at 
Shahbagh after making the with-
drawal from an HSBC bank branch 
on Sonargaon Road at Kathalbagan.

Johnny hired a black taxicab from 
near Sonargaon Hotel for Dhaka 
Club at Shahbagh and sat in the front 
passenger seat of the vehicle. With 
an excuse to avoid traffic congestion, 
the taxi driver got on Eskaton Garden 
Road after crossing Bangla Motor 
intersection. 

After a little while, the driver 
slowed down the car and two uniden-
tified youths drawing sharp weapons 
forcefully got in the back seat of the 
car. 

The youths instructed Johnny to 
hand them over his bag containing 
the cash. When Johnny refused to 
comply, they knocked him uncon-
scious by hitting him in the head. 

When he regained conscious-
ness, he found himself on the Dhaka 
Club premises surrounded by the 
office staff. The club employees said 
two youths on a rickshaw had 
dropped him off at the club. They later 
took him to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital.

Bangladeshi workers 

Padma Bridge
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kilometres. The bridge would be 
constructed in cable extra dodged 
method with rail lines. The people of 
19 southern districts would be 
benefited through the bridge. 

The communications adviser at 
the meeting asked the officials to 
work hard so that the construction 
work of the bridge can be started on 
time. 

Communications Secretary Dr 
Mahbubur Rahman and Executive 
Director  of  Jamuna Br idge 
Author i ty  Khan Mohammad 
Ibrahim were present at the meet-
ing.     

UN offers help
FROM PAGE 16

Bangladesh's  counter- ter ror  
legislations and strengthen law 
enforcement agencies to cast a 
wider and tighter net to catch mili-
tants.

Kerev said the UN will help to 
improve cooperation between 
countries' FIUs in order to prevent 
international terror-funding, which 
he said can also be utilised to 
recover illegally-earned money sent 
overseas.

He said that the UN's technical 
committees can help Bangladesh 
resolve the legal matters to repatri-
ate corruption-money from other 
countries.

While Salehuddin said that these 
offers would be utilised once the 
central bank has specific informa-
tion on accounts overseas, and 
would then proceed on the basis of 
the laws of other countries' and 
cooperation with their FIUs or 
equivalent agency.

The BB governor said the UN 
committee showed interest in 
providing relevant software, hard-
ware and training to strengthen the 
anti-money laundering unit, which is 
already being assisted by the United 
States.

He said the central bank is 
engaged in ongoing discussions 
with the British FIU to sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) for cooperation to deal with 
money laundering.

FROM PAGE 16
committee to look into the allega-
tions against the employees of the 
commission. A committee will be 
constituted … And we'll take action 
against an employee soon," ACC 
chairman Lt Gen Hasan Mashhud 
Chowdhury told reporters yester-
day.

He, however, would not disclose 
the name of the ACC employee 
against whom the internal commit-
tee is going to act.

But, a highly placed source at the 
ACC said the committee will first 
investigate the alleged corruption by 
Hasibur Rahman, deputy director of 
the commission's Mymensingh unit.

According to the source, the ACC 
chairman has already been con-
vinced that the suspected official 
has amassed wealth through illegal 
means. "So, the chairman didn't pay 
heed to Hasibur's request of volun-
tary retirement, early retirement or 
deputation to other department.”

In reply to a query about giving 
wealth statements of commission 
officials working at district-level, the 
ACC chairman said the reports have 
already come to the commission 
and those are being discussed. 

Sought comments about asking 
for the wealth statements of advis-
ers to the caretaker government, 
Mashhud advised the newspaper 
editors to come up first with their 
wealth statements before asking 
others to do so. "It's not right to point 
fingers."

About the coordination meeting 
between the commission and 
members of the taskforces, the ACC 
chairman said the meeting was 
intended to reflect the works done 
by the commission along with others 
and there is no lack of coordination. 

"The meeting also discussed 
ways how to take the works ahead. 
From time to time such meetings will 
be held here or somewhere else."

On his reported remarks about 
taking actions against those respon-
sible for the pre-emergency situa-
tion, the ACC chairman said his 
comments have been slightly misin-
terpreted and there is no relation 
between him and political chaos.

"I said this situation has arisen 

because people have lost confi-
dence in those people. People have 
lost confidence in them because 
they couldn't do their jobs. I talked 
about taking actions against those 
who are involved in corruption not in 
chaos."

To a query about corporate 
corruption, he said the ACC can 
take action against individuals, not 
the corporate houses.

FBCCI polls
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As per the FBCCI constitution, of the 
38 executive committee members of 
the apex trade body, 12 will be elected 
from district level chambers and 12 
from trade associations, seven will be 
nominated from the MCCI and six 
divisional chambers, and seven from 
leading trade associations. FBCCI 
president will be elected from the 
association group this year.

Recently, various quarters con-
cerned have urged the authorities not 
to allow loan defaulters to contest the 
FBCCI election, saying their presence 
in the executive body will not only 
discourage honest business persons 
but also encourage others to default 
on loans.

In the last week of April, FBCCI 
Vice President Mohammad Ali came 
to limelight when the state-owned 
Sonali Bank waived Tk 129 crore 
interest on loans taken by him.

According to sources, Ali has Tk 
165 crore outstanding loans with 
Sonali Bank taken against Dhaka 
Vegetable Oil Industries Ltd, of which 
he is both chairman and managing 
director.

He took the loans showing edible 
oil stock at Dhaka Vegetable Oil 
Industries plant but Sonali Bank 
officials later found that the contain-
ers were filled with water. The bank 
has been treating the loans as bad 
loans since 1995.

Ali also took Tk 56 crore loan 
from Sonali Bank against Deshma 
Shoe Industries, which is also a 
defaulter. Banking sources said he 
has also defaulted loans of Tk 52 
crore with Oriental Bank and Tk 33 
crore with the IFIC bank.

Litu remanded ACC to probe

Hasina 
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well-wishers should not be treated as 
extortion," she said while talking to 
party leaders at her Sudha Sadan 
residence. 

Meherpur District AL President 
Joinal Abedin, Awami Ulema League 
leader Liaquat Hossain Belali, Juba 
Mohila League General Secretary 
Prof Apu Ukil and its central leader 
Sabina Akhter Tuhin met Hasina at her 
residence.

They quoted Hasina as saying that 
many mills and factories in the public 
sector were in operation during the 
five-year rule of the AL government 
when workers and employees of these 
mills used to pay subscriptions volun-
tarily to the party fund. 

The meeting sources said that 
Hasina instructed her party leaders 
and workers to have patience taking 
into consideration the situation now 
prevailing in the country. 

Hasina expressed her deep con-
cern over health condition of the 
party's detained General Secretary 
Abdul Jalil who is now undergoing 
treatment at Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University Hospital.

Meanwhile, security in and around 
Hasina's Sudha Sadan residence has 
been tightened since Sunday as the 
law enforcers are not allowing more 
than two leaders of the party at a time 
to enter the house to meet their party 
chief.

In the evening, Sheikh Hasina went 
to the Banani residence of her cousin 
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, who is now 
in jail, to see her ailing aunt. 

Motia Chowdhury and Khaled 
Mahmud Chowdhury accompanied 
Hasina. 

Money whitening 
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get the opportunity to whiten legally 
earned undisclosed incomes of last six 
years including the current tax year.

Another option says those without 
TIN will whiten undisclosed income 
from the year they came under the tax 
net. "In this case, one will take a TIN 
first and then begin the process of 
whitening undisclosed income by 
paying fine and the fixed taxes of the 
year," said a source.

The last opportunity for whitening 
black money was given by the BNP-
Jamaat-led coalition during the fiscal 
year 2005-06. The budget of that fiscal 
allowed an unconditional whitening of 
money by paying 7.5 percent tax. The 
provision caused a huge uproar in 
different sections of the society.

The opportunities for whitening 
undisclosed wealth were offered five 
times between 1987 and 1990, and 
then from 2000 up to the fiscal 04-05.

During 2002-05, the BNP govern-
ment introduced a system under 
which black money owners could 
freely whiten their money given that 
they would invest it in production or 
services or purchase shares. 

The first such opportunity was 
however given in 1976 against a 
payment of 25 percent tax by the 
martial law government of Ziaur 
Rahman. Later, HM Ershad, also 
heading a martial law government, 
gave similar opportunity. But there is 
no record of the amount of black 
money whitened during that period.
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