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PICK OF THE DAY

CULTURALFEAST

Jasim Uddin 

Utshab
Organiser: Bangladesh Shilpakala 

Academy

Venue: National Theatre Stage, 

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy

Date: June 3-5

Time: 7:00pm

Art Exhibition
Title: Lines of Madness

Venue: Goethe Institute Gallery

Date: June 4-14

Time: 10am-8pm (closed Friday and 

Saturday)

Group Art 

Exhibition
Title: Chitra Mela: Art Fair 2007

Venue: Shilpangan, Road 3, House 26, 

Dhanmondi

Date: May 31-June 14

Time: 10am-8pm

Title: Chitral Varendra

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts, 

House 275/F, Road 27 (old) Dhanmondi

Date: May 30-June 10

Time: 12pm-8pm

Ikebana Exhibition
Organiser: Embassy of Japan & Japan 

Foundation

Title: Ikebana Demonstration and 

Seminar 2007

Venue: Main Auditorium & Nalinikanta 

Bhattashali Hall, National Museum

Date: June 4-5

Time: 5:30pm  

Dilip Kumar 

Retrospective
Organiser: The High Commission of 

India in Dhaka

June 7 

Mazdoor

June 9 

Mashaal

June 10 

Dunia

Time: 6pm

Venue: Indian Cultural Centre, House 

25, Road 96, Gulshan-2

Complementary passes can be 

collected from the High Commission 

of India, House 2 Road 142 Gulshan 1 

& the Indian Cultural Centre House 25 

Road 96. Gulshan 2
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World Environment Day 
On Discovery Channel at 12:30pm

Special programme on

World Environment Day

Kothamala
On ATN Bangla at 6:20pm

Talk Show

Host: Mustafa Nurul Islam

ERSHAD KAMOL

T HE narratives of the rustic 
Bengal and its people have 
always been presented 

artistically in Palli-kobi Jasimuddin's 
poetry, touching the soul of readers. 
To pay homage to the poet, Depart-
ment of Production of Bangladesh 
Shilpakala Academy (BSA) has 
arranged a three-day programme at 
the National Theatre Stage.  

Secretary of the academy, 
Ashraful Musaddeq inaugurated the 
programme on June 3. Media 
personality Muhammad Jahangir, 
also the coordinator of dance troupe 
Nrityanchal, was the special guest. 
Director, Department of Production, 
Zinnat Barkatullah delivered the 

welcome speech.  
Muhammad Jahangir said, 

“Besides academic curriculum at 
schoo l  and co l lege leve ls ,  
Jasimuddin's works do not get the 
exposure they deserve. While most 
of the 20th century Bengali poets 
a r e  h i g h l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  
Rabindranath Tagore, Jasimuddin 
is one of the few who have devel-
oped their distinct styles. I believe 
that by labelling the poet 'Palli-kobi', 
the urban literature enthusiasts 
have 'subconsciously' sidelined his 
creativity. I appreciate the current 
endeavour of the academy and 
expect more such elaborate 
programmes in future.”

Ashraful Mosaddeq said, “If a 
poet doesn't offer any new 'form' or 

'idea', he/she can never survive the 
test of time. Jasimuddin is success-
ful in presenting our rural culture in a 
modern light. To promote his work 
we will take more initiatives.”

After the discussion, Nrityanchal 
staged a dance-drama titled Nakshi 
K a n t h a r  M a t h ,  b a s e d  o n  
Jasimuddin's popular narrative 
poem with the same title. Under the 
guidance of Zinnat Barkatullah, the 
troupe revived the show, which was 
premiered  in  1981.  Z innat  
Barkatullah informed, “In 1981, BSA 
sent Nakshi Kanthar Math to Italy. 
Shibly Mohammed, Shamim Ara 
Nipa and I were the lead performers 
in the dance-drama. The poem is 
dramatised by Golam Mujtaba and 
the dance-drama is directed by 

Mostafa Manowar. Veteran dancer 
GA Mannan is the choreographer 
and Ustad Khadem Hossain Khan is 
the music composer.  Indramohan 
Rajbongshi and Nina Hamid render 
the playback for the tunes. Tonight's 
show maintains the same presenta-
tion style of the premier perfor-
mance.” 

Featuring the tragic love story 
between Shaju and Rupai, portrayal 
of rural Bangladesh -- traditions, 
struggles and way of living as a 
whole -- is presented eloquently in 
Nakshi Kanthar Math. 

The dance-drama begins with a 
drought scene. The villagers 
arrange a socio-religious ritual 
praying for rain. At the event Rupai 
(Shibly Mohammed) meets Shaju 
(Shamim Ara Nipa); it's a classic 
case of love at first sight. 

The lovers get married but the bliss 
does not last long. Tragedy occurs 
when thugs come to loot the crops of 
the villagers, resulting in a conflict. Five 
die and Rupai is wrongly accused. To 
evade the situation, he sees no other 
way but to flee.

Rural customs and festivities like 
harvest, fishing and wedding, have 
been emphasised, rather than 
focusing on just the love-story. The 
dramatisation of solitude by Shibly 
and Nipa deserve a special men-
tion. Nipa embodied the melancholy 
of the character Shaju, who pines 
away for her beloved and succumbs 
to death.

The story ends with Shibly as 
Rupai, delivering a remarkable 
performance when the character 
returns home and finds a nakshi 
kantha (embroidered quilt), in which 
Shaju had delineated moments 
from her lonesome life.

Palli-kobi Jasimuddin 
Festival begins
“Nakshi Kanthar Math” staged

Paribesh Utshab '07
Call for environmental conservation through 
local knowledge and cultural practices

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The popular talent hunt “Lux Channel-i 
Superstar” is back once again. Officials of 
Channel-i and Unilever Bangladesh Ltd, 
yesterday announced the comeback of the 
show at a launching ceremony at Hotel 
Sheraton, Dhaka.

The programme aims to bring out talented 
young women from all corners of the country, 
providing one of them with the opportunity of 
a lifetime.  

Naushad Chowdhury, Brands and Devel-
opment Manager, Unilever Bangladesh Ltd; 
Faridur Reza Shagor, Managing Director, 
Impress Telefilm Ltd; Asaduzzaman Noor, 
cultural personality and DMD, Asiatic MCL; 
were present at the conference.

Speaking at the event, Faridur Reza 
Shagor said, “Channel-i, along with Lux, is 
proud to be a part of this journey for the last 
two years.”

Naushad Chowdhury said “ Lux has 
played a pioneering role in discovering tal-
ents who have gone on to become some of 
the most successful stars in the country. This 
year's endeavour will hopefully inspire young 
talents to come forward and win hearts of 
millions.” 

Lux Channel-i Superstar '07 launched Paul Newman 
bids farewell to 
movie career
Much-loved movie veteran Paul 
Newman has revealed that he is 
retiring to spend more time with his 
salad cream business. The 82-year-
old Oscar winner said in an interview 
with Good Morning America that he 
was calling it quits after 50 years and 
countless iconic roles, from Butch 
Cassidy to Fast Eddie Felson.

"I'm not able to work anymore as 
an actor at the level I would want 
to," he said. 

Source: Internet

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

“Recognition of and support to local knowledge and 
cultural practices can make environmental conserva-
tion more meaningful and effective,” said Professor 
Mozaffer Ahmed on the inauguration of the two-day 
“Paribesh Utshab 2007” on June 3. The event was 
organised by BARCIK, an NGO, at Chhayanaut 
Sangskritik Bhaban. 

The festival included children's art competition, 
exhibition of posters, publications and news-clippings 
with comments, staging of plays, screening of docu-
mentaries and discussions. The slogan of the festival 
was “Environmental conservation through local knowl-
edge and practice”.

Professor Ahmed, also an organiser of environ-
mental movement in Bangladesh, inaugurated the 
festival by signing a canvas. The inaugural song was 
Protul Mukhopadhyay's Ami Banglar gaan gai, ren-
dered by Abhijeet. It was followed by a children's art 
competition and a discussion.

The painting exhibition inspired by and expressing 
the local biodiversity, focusing the various threats to 

environment, were categorised under three criteria -- 
Ghashphoring (grasshopper), Lotkon (a local fruit, on 
the verge of extinction) and Karnaphuli (a river in 
South-east Bangladesh that has undergone massive 
environmental degradation in recent times). 

Children -- ranging from 6-14 years of age -- took 
part at the art competition. The outcome of the compe-
tition was the visual expressions of their favourite 
subjects like flowers, dream gardens, water and life.

The discussion presided over by Ashek Elahi was 
on “Water for life, project for water: What is the solu-
tion?”. The keynote paper was presented by Pavel 
Partha. Kamrul Islam Siddiqui, Enamul Haque, Mihir 
Biswas were the discussants. The discussion specifi-
cally highlighted “water as a common resource, not for 
sale”.

In the evening, Mandar, a play featuring environ-
mental issues, was staged by Prachyanat. 

The programme of May 3 ended with screenings of 
two documentaries -- Anand Patwardhan and 
Simantini Dhuru's A Narmada Diary and Ronald 
Halder's Amader Salbon.
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CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Taher Shipon's mega-serial Adbhuturey will be aired on June 6 at 
8:20pm on Channel-i. Written by Anisul Haque, the serial features 
Eshita, Shahed, Shoeb, Fazlur Rahman Babu, Diti, Al Mamun, Dilara 
Zaman and Amirul Haque Choudhury in the lead roles.

The story revolves around mundane events from the shared life of an 
urban middle-class family. The head of the family is a cheerful man. A 

sports enthusi-
ast, his only 
task is to watch 
e v e r y  s p o r t  
event on TV. 
His wife pre-
tends to be 
hard of hearing 
in front of their 
offspring and 
daughters in 
law. The eldest 
son Jhontu is a 
doctor and the 
second one is a 
g o v e r n m e n t  
employee who 

has some “extra income”. The youngest son is a news presenter, who 
has recently fallen for a girl named Kobita. Jhumur, the daughter, who 
lives with the family, is busy with her research. Not-so-usual events often 
take place in the very usual lives of these individuals as the serial pro-
gresses.

Mega-serial “Adbhuturey” 
on Channel-i

(L-R) Shamim Ara Nipa, Zinnat Barkatullah and Shibly Mohammed in a scene from Nakshi Kanthar Math

(L-R, front row) Faridur Reza Shagor, Naushad Chowdhury and Asaduzzaman Noor with the contestants 
at the event

Dilara Zaman and Fazlur Rahman Babu in the serial

Children take part in the art competition
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