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nsatiable greed wipes
out a reserved forest

Not a single tree seen in 21-year-old woodland; 1ampa11t loggmg allowed for bribe

JASIM MAJUMDER, Khagrachhari

Jugalchharl Reserved Forest in the
hill district of Khagrachhari does
not exist anymore because of
mismanagement and misdeeds of *

forest department officials, sources |

said. .

As aresult the governiment losta
llla; g sum of investment and at
Jﬂﬁ}t 10 types of wild lives and 25

\afbirds lost their safe habitat,
faw:xdnmt:ntausm said adding that
tﬁ&'langmsermd forestcould have
“been a wonderful natural habitat
forwildlives.

A total of ‘2,415 acres of the

. reserved forest, which was sup-
pésed to grow into a lush habitat

‘A part of Jugalchhari Reserved Forest in Khagrachhari hill district left with-

outtrees due to plunder by a section of forest officials for long.

for many kinds of wild lives in the
lasi 21 years since 1984, is now
totally destroyed due to rampant
illegal felling of trees by loggers
under the safe shelter of the offi-
clals of Divisional Forest Office
{DFO) and Panchhari Range Office.

Local forest officials of all levels
ducr.llyhe]ped theloggers to plun-
der the forest in exchange for hefty
sums of bribes, making sure that
they would not go out into the
forest for routine inspections and
monitoring, but they did not hesi-

S tate 10 misappropriate allocated

government fund for the purpose,
sources said.
A total of 2,565.50 acres of land
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Short scope for 'legal’

money whitening
NBR to accept taxes with 5pc fine

STArF CORRESPONDENT

The government will allow whit-

© ening of the legally eamned but

undisclosed moneyuntil July 31.
The National Board Revenue
(NBR} issued a circular 1o that
effect vesterday. The provision
taking effect today will not impose
anypunishmentbutafine. It states
that a taxpayer would have to pay
in penalty five percent of the total

amountto be whitened in addition,

to the taxatregularrates.

"We are offering the opportu-
nity for a certain period on sug-
gestions of different organisa-
tions and irade bodies," NBR
Chairman Badiur Ralman told
reporters at his office yesterday

evening,

He defended the decision
saying that it would yield some
positive results for the economy.

The circular says the facility
will notbe applicable toill-gained
money. Besides, the people who
stand accused or convicted of tax
evasion and those who might he
charged with similar offence in a
future probe by concerned
authorities will not be allowed to
legalise their money under this
provision,

The NBR, the central authority
for tax administration, outlined
two types of taxpayers who will
benefit from the two-month
provision.
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Litu remanded,
Mintoo in jail
Charges pressed against Huda, wife;
ailing Jalil undergoes 17 tests

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-corruption Commission
yesterday pressed charges against
former communications minister
Nazmul Huda and his wife Sigma
Huda, and against Sonali Bank CBA
leader Feroz Miah and his wife
Roushan Ara Begum, in connec-
tion with two separate graft cases.

Nazmul and Feroz are currenily
in detentions.

Meanwhile, police yesterday
submitted -a charge sheet to a
Gazipur court againsi BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia's adviser
Brig (retd) ASM Hannan Shah and
his son Shah Rezaul Hannan in
connection with an extortion case,

both of whom are also currently
detained.

Former FBCCI president Abdul
Awal Mintoo was sent to Dhaka
Central Jail yesterday, while
recently sacked chief conservator
of forests Osman Gani, and the
owner of Bengal Group, Abul Khair
Litu, were sent to five and three
days of remand respectively. All
three were detained in recent anti-
corruption drives.

And detained Awami League
General Secretary Adbul Jalil was
still admitted to the coronary care
unit of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University yesterday.

The investigation officer (10) of
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No place for defaulters,
“tax dodgers, criminals
in FBCCI polls

STAPP CORRESPONDENT

I.,nan del’au]ters tax evaders and
‘persons convicted of crimes, cor-
ruption and moral turpitude will
“not be eligible to contest election
of the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) within five years
of their conviction, a government
handout saxdyes:erday.

The commerce ministry in a
letterto theapextrade body asked it

to change rules relating to partici-
pation in its election within 15 days
from yesterday as per the Trade
Organisation Ordinance, 1961.

If the FBCCI fails to amend its
rules as required within the time
limit, the government can change
the rules through a gazette notifi-
cation.

Meanwehile, the FBCCI Election
Commission has primarily fixed
August 16for the biennial polls.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Seoul reopens door to

Bangladeshi workers

ASHEAQ WARES KHAN

Bangladesh and South Korea
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in
Gwacheon City vesterday to restart
manpower export and allow Dhaka
to tap deeper into the Korean
demand for 50,000 workers in
texiilesector,

Korea also [;hpreqsed interest in
investing in Bangladesh's energy
and infrastructure sectors on the

back of last week's government
decision to award operating
licence to the $1 billion Korean
Export Processing Zone (KEPZ),

Dhaka also backed South Korea
to host the 2014 Asian Games in
March, sources say.

Foreign and Expatriates'
Welfare Adviser Iftekhar A
Chowdhury, currently in South
Korea, is set to meel a legion of
South Korean investors, including
massive conglomerates Youngones

and Daewon, 1o explore invest-
ment in these sectors.

The manpower Mol institutes
the new Employment Permit
Systern (EPS), a long held demand
of Dhaka not met due to Seoul's
reservations over a large number of
undocumented Bangladeshi work-
ers and the last BNP-led coalition
government's reluctance to give
the goahead to KEPZ, sources say.

The reluctance to award the
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Polls to be held
within caretaker
govt's timeframe

Says president
UNB, Dhaka

President Iajuddin Ahmed yester-
day said Bangladesh is a demo-
critic country and the next parlia-
mentary polls will be held as soon
as possible within the timeframe
set by the government.

He said the present government
is creating a level playing filed for
holding the upcoming general

Tk. 14.82 lacs

MBA Tuition Fees (Taka)

GRICES NO G042aK

the Right
Choice for

you.

Tk, 2,52 jacs

STk 2.31 lacs

VU Melbourne VU Kuala Lumpur VU Beljing

VU Dhaka

Victoria

Centre include:

is an Australian Govl. owned
university in Melbourne with more than
43,000 students. Major altractions of the
VU, Melbourne MBA al Dhaka

Execulive MBA for

rage I:.rhil'.-ﬂlu
ng prival
Iur:a! MBA prog.

1BA ﬂ\'

Study

Admission Test:

June 29, 2007

m Studying for an international MBA at

Dhaka allows you to be in your job and

with your family

m Faculty from Melbourne campus for each
and every subject taught at Dhaka

Please note,
University,
Australia has no other

h 4
Victoria
Melbourne,

centre or campus in
Bangladesh.

v
House 55, Road 4A, Dhanmondi
Dhaka-1209, Tel: 8622100, 8622099
9660392, 9663050, 9661173
01911-220081, Fax: 880-2-8610038

m Same cerlificate awarded and same
curiculum followed at Melboume, Singapare,
Kuala Lumpur, Beijing and Dhaka

m Credit transfer to Melbourne and other
offshore campuses of Victoria University

m Students are direclly registered and
enrolled with VU's Melbourne office

VICTORIA
UNIVERSITY

Melbourne,

electionin a free, fair and impartial
manner and has given priority to
fighting corruption.

The president made the obser-
vations when the newly appointed
Ambassador of Albania to
Bangladesh, Maxhun Peka, pre-
sented his credentials to him (pres-
ident) at the Bangabhaban.

Welcoming the new envoy, the
president expressed the hope that
the relations between the two
couniries would be strengthened
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PHOTO-ETAR
Water of the Turag near the capital turns pitch-black due to dumping of factory wastes. The photo was taken yesterday ahead of Worid Environment Day today.

f‘ grameenphone




