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The Begunbari canal.

BEGUNBARI CANAL

Cancellation of
allotment tang|
In paperwork

TAWFIQUE ALI

The process of cancelling anoma-
lous allotment of plots to influential
organisations in the Begunbari
Canal is confined within mere
lengthy paperwork for more than
two months despite government
instructions for cancellation.

The authorities concerned
appear to have resorted to a delay-
ing tactic in accomplishing the job,
said sources in Bangladesh
Railway, although the allotments
can be cancelled just on the ground
that the leases were not made
through open bidding.

The BNP government, atthe fag
end of its tenure, allotted four plots
to the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI), Bangladesh
Textile Mills Association (BTMA),
Millennium Holdings Limited (Hotel
Hilton) and International Arbitration
Centre violating environment and
wetland conservation related laws.

The action deprived the govern-
ment of a huge amount of revenue,
as the prime public lands were
leased out at a token price.

The communications ministry

sold 0.66 decimals of land to BTMA
and leased out4.16 acres to Hilton.
It leased out one acre of land to
FBCCl atatoken price of Tk1 lakh.

At present day market price,
one acre of land in the location
should cost more than Tk 150
crore, according to sources in the
railway.

There was no public bidding for
leasing out these pieces of land
though it is a vital precondition as
per railway's land management
rules. The then communications
minister made these anomalous
deals applying his 'discretionary’
authority.

LGRD and Cooperatives
Adviser Anwarul Igbal said in the
last week of March that all the
anomalous allotment of plots in the
Begunbari Canal area would be
cancelled and illegal structures
would be removed to restore the
capital's vital water body.

Director General of Bangladesh
Railway Belayet Hossain said that
he received a letter from the com-
munications ministry two to three
days ago, asking for documents of
agreements between the govern-
mentand the lessees.

"We will send the documents

soon," said the DG. "It is the com-
munications ministry that has to
cancel the allotments."

According to sources in the
railway, the DG forwarded files
case by case to the ministry more
than two months back for cancella-
tion of allotments but railway
authorities did not attach all the
relevant documents like copies of
agreements along with the files.

Law adviser of the communica-
tions ministry sent the files back to
railway to make them complete.
The adviser, Mujibur Rahman,
said: "The file has not reached me
yet."

Belayet Hossain earlier said
that he had forwarded the files
clarifying railway's position and on
what terms and conditions the plots
were allotted.

Adviser Anwarul Igbal told The
Daily Star earlier: "We requested
the communications ministry to
cancel the allotments." He told an
inter-ministerial meeting on April 5
that the government has decided
to cancel all the recent plot allot-
mentin Begunbari Canal.

Joint Secretary (Railway) of the
communications ministry Shafique
Alam Mehdi said details of the

matter were not in his knowledge.
But a competent source said that
the ministry sent two files back to
the railway DG asking for docu-
ments of agreements.

A top official of the ministry said
that two files regarding BTMA and
International Arbitration Centre
have been forwarded to the higher
authorities with legal opinion for
cancellation of application for
allotment, as no letter of intent was
issued in favour of these two
organisations.

The government has recently
undertaken a Tk 1, 600 crore
project to construct a peripheral
ring road and develop a drainage
system to restore Begunbari Canal
and Hatirjheel catchment area.

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Development Plan (DMDP) ear-
marks the Begunbari Canal as a
natural canal and clearly prohibits
any changetoits status.

MOTORBIKE RELATED ACCIDENTS

Weak laws, carelessness
cause most fatalities

SHAHNAAZ PARVEEN

For weak laws and even weaker
enforcement, motorcyclists
remain one of the most defiant
road users in Dhaka city.

Bikers in the city pose a threat
to themselves and others as they
tend to be careless to abide by
road safety and traffic rules.

A traffic police personnel on
duty at Bijoy Sarani requesting
not to be named said, "Since the
vehicle is very small, bikers
crisscross their way through the
traffic gridlock. They stand in
packs in front of all the standing
vehicles and slowly cross the red
signal hindering the flow coming
from the other end"

"Often they speed off right at
the moment when the traffic
signal is about to change. They
speed through the busy traffic
haphazardly switching lanes
very often. This can be really
dangerous mostly to the bikers
themselves," he added.

According to Road Safety
Cell, Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA),
motorcyclists are one of the most
vulnerable groups in the streets
of Dhaka. In 95 percent of the
cases, ignoring to wear helmets
is the primary reason for fatali-
ties in motorbike related acci-
dents. Motorcyclists aged
between 20 and 30 are the most
vulnerable group comprising 32
per cent of the total accidents.

"The most risky part is that
majority of the motorcyclists do
not use helmets. Often three
people ride in one bike very
uncomfortably. Sometimes they
carry objects at the back. They
can easily lose control yet they
don't bother. They even speed in
this condition," said another
traffic police at Farmgate.

"Bikers often carry their entire
family at the back. May be one
child in the front, wife and
another kid in the rear without
wearing any helmet. People risk
the lives of their entire family
mostly to save money," he said.

There are no specific rules
regarding this dangerous prac-
tice. Jashimuddin, joint commis-
sioner of traffic said, "Currently
we can only fine bikers without
helmets. The fine for not wearing
helmets is only Tk 200 under
Motor Vehicle Ordinance 1983,
which is definitely not enough.
Most bikers do not care for the
fine."

During the last seven days,
around 2,500 cases were filed
against motorcyclists for various
traffic rule violations, according
to Dhaka Metropolitan Police
control room.

"Bikers often ride without any
papers showing 'applied for
registration' sign at the back.
This will not be allowed at all. If
the biker fails to provide legal
papers we will file cases," added
Jashimuddin.

According to BRTA, there are
around 1,56,334 registered
motorbikes in the city. The origi-
nal number however would be
more than 2 lakh. BRTA suspects
that thousands of bikers do not

According to Road Safety Cell, Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA), motorcyclists are
one of the most vulnerable groups in the streets
of Dhaka. In 95 percent of the cases, ignoring to
wear helmets is the primary reason for fatalities
in motorbike related accidents. Motorcyclists
aged between 20 and 30 are the most vulnerable
group comprising 32 per cent of the total acci-

dents

have any registration.

BRTA is making it mandatory
for the dealers to obtain registra-
tion papers for the motorbikes
while the purchase takes place.

"There are no learners' school
for bikers. They learn to drive
from friends or family members.
It is obvious they will not learn
about traffic rules and safety
issues," Jashimuddin said.

"Change in the public attitude
is very important to ensure safety
and definitely stronger laws for
motorcycle related offences is
required," he said.

BRTA issues a three-month
apprentice licence that does not
require any test. Young bikers
misuse the apprentice licence
and without much experience,
they drive recklessly in the city.

"Most bikers are young men.
They are often not alert of the
inherent risks of high-speed

travelling or riding without hel-
mets," said Abu Bakar M
Shahjahan, chairman of BRTA.

"We have counselling
programmes for drivers. Itis brief
because we cannot afford more
than that. We try to give guide-
lines for the drivers and try to
make them aware of possible
danger," he added.

He mentioned that after the
apprentice period, there are
three types of tests for obtaining
a motorcycle licence -- written,
oral and practical.

"In most of the cases, bikers
forget about the counselling
sessions and do not abide by the
rules after getting the licence.
BRTA cannot do anything after
that. It is the responsibility of the
bikers themselves," he said.

Shahjahan said that use of
helmets while riding motorbikes
will be strictly enforced in the

future. BRTAis planning to revise
the Motor Vehicle Ordinance
1983. The revised law will give
special emphasis on road safety.
Bikers without helmet will be
penalised under clause 82 (C)
with a fine of Tk 500. The fine will
be doubled for repeat offenders.

Road traffic injuries place
heavy financial burdens on the
victims and their families. Many
families are driven deeply into
poverty by the loss of a bread-
winner and the added burden of
disabled members. World Health
Organisation (WHO) projects
that by the year 2020, road crash
injuries will be the third highest
threat to public health.

Motorcycle riders frequently risk their lives by not putting on helmets.

AD AGENCIES

Adcomm Ltd
9896600,9887665

Asiatic Marketing Communication
Ltd
9892768,9893303

Bitopi Advertising
8053418

Expressions Ltd
9562380,9568326, 966481

Grey Advertising Bangladesh Ltd
8811541, 8827862, 9881689
Fax: 8811541

Interface Communications
9362624,8351148, Fax: 8314306

Interspeed Advertising
8810675, 9891859

Mattra
8317456, 9331057, Fax: 9330556

Media Comm Ltd
8861521 (9 lines)

Unitrend Ltd
9124380-4

A Positive Advertising Ltd
8856598-9, 8837751-2

ART & CULTURAL CENTERS Ceanks  JWWARKET CLOSED

Alliance Francaise De Dhaka
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557

Fax: 8616462,

Email: infoafd@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy

Dhaka University Area,

Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583,
Fax: 8612352, Email:
bacademy@citechco.net

Bangladesh Shishu Academy
0ld High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall),
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council

5, Fuller Road, Dhaka

Tel: 8618905-7, 8618867-8

Fax: 8613375

Email:
dhaka.enquiries@bd.britishcouncil.org

German Cultural Center
House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax: 8110712

Indian Cultural Center
H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 8850141, Fax: 8850142

Nazrul Institute

Advertising,Bank&markettiming

House 3308, Road 28 (0ld),
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051,
Email: nazrulin@citecho.net

Russian Cultural Centre
House-510, Road-7,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026,

Email: roscult@accesstel.net

Shilpakala Academy
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9561709, 9562801-4

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
House 275/F, Road 27,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com
Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex,

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani
Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email:
cezanne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery

House 58, Road 15A(New),
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9120125, Fax: 9115044,
Email: office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4,

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Tel: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agni.com

National Art Gallery
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085,

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.com

Shilpangan
House-25, Road-5,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,
Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery
F/33, DCC Super Market (1st Floor)
Gulshan-2 (North), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

Agrani Bank
9566153-54, 956616069, 9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank
7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd
8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Citibank NA
9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd
9568537-39
Fax: 9561889

Eastern Bank Ltd
9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limited
9562878, PABX: 9560229,
Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank
8011138, Fax: 8013559

Habib Bank Ltd

9555092, 9563043-5, Fax: 9561784

Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Ltd
95542402, 9563040, 9560099, Fax:
9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd
9563020, 9562060, Fax: 9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd
9555141, 9570912-16,
Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank
9560000, 9560027-30, Fax: 9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited
9559333, 9560329
Fax: 9561213

National Bank Ltd
9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NCC Bank
9561902-4
Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Ltd

8015276, 8811417

Prime Bank Ltd
9567265, 9556282
Fax: 9567230

Shahjalal Bank Ltd
9570812, 9567435, Fax: 9557413

South East Bank
9550081, 9551411, Fax: 9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd
9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank
9550426-34
Fax: 9561410

The City Bank Limited
9565925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Ltd
9871095, 9871074, 9888068, Fax:
4071094

Uttara Bank Ltd
9561438, 9551162-3,
Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Ltd
9561580, Fax: 88-02-9560587

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday
Elephant Road-Friday

Bishal Center-Friday

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday
Polwell Market-Friday

BCS Computer City-Friday

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.
Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday
Stadium Market-Friday
Bangabazar Market-Friday
National Museum-Thursday
Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday

Gausia Market-Tuesday
Mouchak Market-Sunday
Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-
Tuesdeay

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday
Eastern Plaza-Sunday
Farmview Super Market-Sunday
Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday
Dhaka Zoo-Sunday

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday
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