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Ousted PM apologises for his party fate

AFP, Bangkok

Protesters denouncing Thailand's
junia braved a security clampdown
here yesterday after a ruling barring
the ousted prime minister and his
« party from elections cast uncertainty
onthe country'spolitical future,

About 1,000 people wearing
yellow headbands and chanting
"Junta -~ get out!" gathered at a cen-
tral Bangkok intersection hemmed
in by hundreds of police who refused
toletthe demonstration move.

"We are not allowing them to
hold rally” said Colonel Supisarn
Bhakdinarinach, metropolitan
police spokesman,

The tumout was smaller than
that expected by the authorities,
whaearliersaid theywere expecling
thousands of Thai Rak Thai (TRT)
members to join a rally by a group
supporting ex-prime minister
Thaksin Shinawatra.

Army chief Sonthi Boonyaratglin
told AFP said an indefinite crack-
down had been imposed with exira

checkpoints and other security
measures, and with Thaksin's
"hardcore" alliesunderclose watch.

"Security measures have been
stepped up since last night and will
gradually be increased. The mea-
sures will be in place for a long
time," said the general, who led the
coup against Thaksin in September.

Thaksin, now living in London,
apologised to his party over the
court ruling handed down late
Wednesday.

"1, as founder and leader of the
party ... apologise to all party mem-
bers, executives and supporters
who have met with this unexpected
fate," hewrote in aletter handed out
tomedia,

Thaksin's party was found guilty
of fraud in April 2006 elections,
which were later annulled amid a
flurry of allegations ofwrongdoing.

The court, which was appointed
by the junta, dissolved the party and
banned Thaksin and other party
leaders from politics for five years.

"The Thai Rak Thai party did not

respect the rule of law,” one judge
said, addingthat it "cannotexistas a
political party.”

Analysts said the move raised
question marks over the credibility
of polls and the restoration of
democracy promised by the mili-
taryjunta.

“1 think it is going to be very
rocky, very turbulent, unless they
can win over Thai Rak Thai voters,"
said political analyst Thitinan
Pongsudhirak at Bangkok's
Chulalongkorn University.

"They have not made any effort
to do that. ... There is a big gap here,
there is a neglected electorate,” he
added.

Chaturon Chaisang, the current
leader of TRT, on Thursday called
the verdict an attempt to punish
elected leaders.

"It's as if my party members
weré executed for breaking a glass
window while those who made the
rules had burned down the house,”
the former deputy prime minister
told media.
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Thai Muslim viilagers along with students gather In front of the central mosque to protest againsi tive military in-
“Thalland's restive southern Pattani province yesterday. Hundreds of protesters chanted slogans against the military
and demanded the withdrawal of all military forces from the Muslim dominated southern provinces of Thailand.
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India, US in talks to
finalise nuclear deal

AFP, New Delhi

India and the United States began
talks yesterday intended to resolve
delays ina nuclear energy.deal that
will give India access to long-
denied Western nuclear technol-

OFY.

Chief US negotiator Nicholas
Burns met Indian officials in New
Delhi to kick off talks on how civil-
fan nuclear cooperation would
work between the two countries..

The deal will reverse three
decades of US sanctions on huclear
trade with India, even though New
Delhi has not signed the nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty and
testednuclearweaponsin 1998.

"Little more work is needed to
conclude the pact," which was
signed in 2005 during a visit here
by US President George W, Bush,
Burns said before meeling
Foreign Secretary Shiv Shankar
Menon.

The pact requires India to sepa-
rate nuclear facilities for civilian
and military use and set up a

regime of international inspec-
tions for the former in return for
technology and nuclear fuel sup-
plies.

"None of the issues that we have
highlighted will be brushed aside
and they will be examined by both
sides in the light of our good bilat:
eral relations,” an Indian foreign
ministry official said on condition
of anonymity.

India was formally non-
committal on the talks, which come
a week after experts from the two
countries met in London to address
unspecified "technical issues.”

.~ "The visit will be the occasion
for further discussions,” the for-
eign ministry said without elabo-
rating.

Burns also met Montek Singh
Ahluwalia, deputy head of a
national economic policy-making
agency and other officials on the
firstday ofthe talks, officials said,

US ambassador David Mulford
warned on the eve of the talks that
tricky issues still needed to be
ironed out.
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PHOTO: AFP
US Undersecretary of State Nicholas Burns (2-L) talks with media representatives upon his arrival at the
Indian Foreign Ministry for a meeting with officials in New Delhi yesterday as US ambassador to India
David Mulford (L) looks on.

Police recruiting centre

blast kills 25 in Iraq

6 more US soldiers slain

AP, A¥P, Baghdad

A suicide bomber hit a police
recruiting centre in Fallujah yester-
day, killing at least 25 people and
wounding 50 while six more US
soldiers were killed in separate
incidents, police said.

Ten policemen were among the
dead in the attack, which occurred
about 11 am, according to a police
officialin the citywhospoke

on condition of anonymity
because he was not authorised to
release theinformation.

Fallujah, in restive Anbar prov-
ince, is 65kmwest of Baghdad.

Palice said the bomber deto-
nated his explosives vest at the
third of four checkpoints as he
stood among recruits who were
lining up to apply for jobs on the
force. The centre had only been
opened on Saturday in a primary
schoolin eastern Fallujah.

The US military and Iraqgi army
and pnuccwme running the centre
dlong with members of Anbar
Salvation Council, a lose grouping
of Sunni tribes that have banded

togetherto fight al-Qaeda.

Police stations and recruiting
posts have been a favourite target
of Sunni insurgents and al-Qaeda
through the course of the Iraq war.

Meanwhile, six more US sol-
diers have died in attacks across
Trag this week, the US military
reported on Thursday, cementing
May's position as the deadliest
monthofthe warsince 2004,

Two soldiers died in a roadside
bomb explosion on Wednesday
while patrolling the dangerous
neighbourhoods in the southwest
comer of the capital, which have
seen intense fighting in recent
days,

Another two were killed by a
roadside bomb during a foot patrol
the same day, the military said in a
statement without specifying the
exactlocation.

Another soldier was seriously
wounded following a roadside
bomb explosion northwest of the
capital on Monday, and died in a
combat support hospital the next
day, with the military announcing
the death on Thursday,

Musharraf warns against
army criticism

AFP, Elamabad

President Pervez Musharraf
warned against criticism of the
army as the government yester-
day urged legal action over "de-
rogatory” remarks by supporters
of Pakistan's suspended top
judge.

Military ruler Musharraf
removed Chief Justice Iftikhar
Muhammad Chaudhry on March
9, citing alleged misconduct. The
move sparked the biggest politi-
cal challenge to the general since
he seized power eight years ago.

Musharraf told army officers
in the eastern city of Thelum late
Wednesday that a weekend semi-
nar at the Supreme Court featur-
ing fiery speeches by lawyers
against his rule was an "assault”
onthelegal system,

The language used at the
meeting -- where the audience

chanted "Go Musharraf, go” .and .

other slogans -- was "tantamount
to humiliating the armed forces
and judiciary,” a military state-

ment quoted the president as
saying,

Chaudhry, who also spoke at
the seminar, did not overtly criti-
cise Musharraf but issued a veiled
warning that "power corrupts
and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.”

Opponents say Musharraf
suspended the independent-
minded Chaudhry to remove any
legal hurdle to retaining his dual
position as president and army
chief beyond 2007, when he is
constitutionally meant to hang
up hisuniform,

Musharraf last week said his
uniform "has become part of my
skin” and declined to set up a
date to step down as military
chief,

The Supreme Court is to begin
a hearing on Monday into peti-
tions against "derogatory
remarks made at the seminar
about the government, judiciary
and armed forces," court officials
said.

The interior ministry had sent

a letter to the court asking il to
take action.

Meanwhile Musharraf said he
had "strongly urged the media
not to to politicise a purely judi-
cial and legal matter," the latestin
aseries of such pronouncements.

"The president said the media
is free to criticize any action of
the government but emphasised
that their actions must not
demoralise the nation," the state-
ment said.

Television stations should not
broadcast talk shows that discuss
Chaudhry's ongoing legal fight
against the charges; it said.

The president's statement
comes amid what press and tele-
vision organisations say is a
sudden rise in pressure on the
media in Pakistan.

Three Pakistani journalists
working for foreign neéws argani-
sations had envelopes with bul-

i Jets, imside: left in their cars,

Kargchi on Tuesday, just
weeks after violent clashes :ﬁl the
citvleft 10 peoplédead.

Nepali parties agree to 1st
post-war polls in Nov

A¥P, Kathmandu

Nepal's eight political parties
announced yesterday a November
date for the Himalayan nation's
first post-war elections, originally
scheduled for June,

“The vote for a body to rewrite
Nepal's constitution had been set
for june 20, but Nepal's top election
official has repeatedly said more
time was needed to prepare.

"We have agreed to hold the
constituent assembly elections by
the end of November and the eight
party leaders have given the
responsibility to the government to
fix the (exact) date,” minister for
peace and reconstruction
RamchandraPoudel told AFR

"The prime minister has pro-
posed November 26 as election
day, but it has not been approved
by the leaders of the eight parties,”
said CP Mainali, leader of the
United Left Front party.

Nepal's former rebel Maoists
ended their decade-long civil war
late last year and have been given
five ministerial portfolios in the
newgovernment.

The elections will decide the

future of Nepal's embattled mon-
arch King Gyanendra, who has
beenstripped of most of his powers
after being forced to end a much-
criticised 14-month period of
authoritarian rulelast April.

The fiercely anti-monarchy
Maoists wantthe interim government
to declare a republic before the polls
and while agreeing to a Novernber
ballotadded anoteofdissent,

"Our party thinks that we will
not be able to hold the elections
without declaring a republic
through parliament so we have
sent a note of dissent on the elec-
tion date agreement to the other
party leaders,” said Dinanath
Sharma, a senior Maoistleader.

Nepal's parliament, formed in
January, needs to amend the
interim constitution in the next two
weeks, said peace minister Poudel.

"We have also agreed to amend
the interim constitution and for-
mulate the necessary election laws
by mid-June,” hesaid.

Nepal's chief election official
hailed the announcement of
November polls.

"We welcome this agreement
and now this political decision

should be backed up swiftly to
make sure we can hold the election
in November," election commis-
sioner Bhojraj Pokharel told AFP.

The commission has recently
finished updating Nepal's electoral
register, and around 17,6 million of
the 27 million population are now
registered tovote, Pokharel said.

However, the eight-party gov-
ernment that includes the Maoists
also face law and order problems in
Nepal, where at least 65 people
have been killed in ethnic unrestin
thesouth since January,

“The government also needs to
improve peace and security in

r(r er 1o create a stable environ-
ment to hold the polls,” the elec-
tion chiefsaid.

Some 9,700 polling centres
would be set up across the country,
headded.

At least 13,000 people were
killed during the Maoist insurrec-
tion launched in western Nepal in
1996.

As partof a landmark peace deal
reached late in 2006, the ultra-
leftists have placed their weapons
and troops in camps under United
Nations supervision.

Taliban attack
Pak govt official's
home: 13 people
killed

AP, Dera Ismail Khan

About 100 suspected pro-Taliban
militants attacked the house of a
government official in northwest-
ern Pakistan before dawn yester-
day, killing 13 people, police said.

The house belonged to
Ameerud Din, the top administra-
tor of the Khyber Tribal region in
North West Frontier Province,
bordering  Afghanistan.

Din was not home at the time,
but his brether, who also is a gov-
ernment servant, was among those
killed. Authorities said the dead
included six members of the same
familyand seven guests,

"The attackers fired rockets,
threw hand grenades and used
guns” for about 30 minutes before
fleeing, said Sanaullah Khan, an
area police chief.

Two others were injured in the
attack near the village of Guman,
12 miles from the troubled town of
Tank.

Tank lies in a swath of territory
near the Afghan border where
Islamic militants have chal-
lenged the government's author-
ity with increasing success over
the pastyear.
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Veteran Indian Marxist leader Jyoti Basu (L) greets Bhairon Singh Shekhawat (R), Vice-President of India, during a
visit to Basu's residence in Kolkata yesterday. Shekhawat, who is emerging as a frontrunner for the presidential
elections disscussed the issue, Basu told media representatives after the meeting.

PHOTO, AFP
A delegation of 14 family members of Indian Armed Forces personnel missing in action during the Indo-
Pakistan war of 1971 pose with Indian Defence Minister AK Antony (4R) at the Ministry of Defence in New Delhi
yesterday prior to their departure for Pakistan, The delegation will meet with Pakistani officials to determine

_the whereabouts of their kin,

Lankan troops keep up

anti-LTTE offensives
16 killed as ICRC returns to front lines

AFP, Colombo

Government forces kept up two
offensives against Tamil Tiger
rebels in the island's northern and
easlern regions Thursday with
casualties reported on both sides,
officials said.

Troops backed by artillery
combed the jungles of Thoppikala
in the district of Batticaloa, where
security forces recovered weapons
and explosives from a rebel hideout
Thursday, the military said.

Officials said several soldiers
were wounded in clashes
Wednesdayin theregion.

The defence ministry said two
members of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eclam (LTTE) were killed
by security forces in the northern
peninsula of Jaffna on Wednesday
evening.

The International Red Cross
resumed work on Sri Lanka's bat-
tle-scarred front lines on
Wednesday as 16 people died in
freshviolence, officials said.

Sri Lankan air force jets
Wednesday bombed a base of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) at Puthukkudiriruppu, a
town in the northeast of the
island, the defence ministry said
without providing further
details.

The govemment's military spokes-
man, Prasad Samarasinghe, said four
soldiers were killed Wednesday mom-
ing and another wounded in clashes
with Tamil rebels in Madhu in the
northwest of the country. He said two
rebelswerekilled.

In the northern frontier town of
Vavuniya, the defence ministry
sald another soldier was killed
when an army sentry point was
shelled by suspected Tamil Tigers
IateTuesday.

The defence ministry said nine
rebels were killed in clashes with
security forces along the northeast-
ern front line of Weli Oya since
Tuesday, There were no casualties
on the military side, the ministry
said.

Turkish MPs
clash in final
vote on reform

AFP, Ankara

Turkish lawmakers yesterday
began a final vote on constitutional
changes that would see the presi-
dent elected by popularvote asthe
ruling party and the main opposi-
tionwrangled overvotingrules.

The reforms are pushed by
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan's Islamist-rooted Justice
and Development Party (AKP).
They were introduced after the
political turmoil that blocked the
election of its presidential candi-
date by parliament, as the current
law requires.

The AKP rushed the bill through
the assemblyearlier thismonth but
President Ahmet Necdet Sezer,
who hag often clashed with the
government, rejected the package
lastweek.

He said there was "no justifiable
and acceptable reason” to change
the system,

The AKP hmught the bill back to
pardinment, arguing that a popular
votewas the onlywayout of the presi-
dential election deadlock, which
forced the sole candidate, Foreign
Minister Abdullah Gul, towithdraw.

Astronomers
discover
giant plcmet

AFP, Honolulu
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Professional and an;ﬂnteqrr
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Wednesday the oV
"bizarre” planet outs!
solar system that ismore
timesthemassofjupiter. =

The planet known as X0-3b s
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Science Institute in Baltimore,
Maryland, mapmssrelmie. '

"It's the largest and most
massive planetyet foundinsu
a close or?& arr:blcli g\&e‘n the.
roximity of the orbit to the s
{Jw: wereysurpnsed . fine ﬁ?l:lg!
the orbit is not
significantly elllﬁﬁcal*
McCullough said. ..

He and other researchers
presented their findings on
Wednesday at a meeting of the
American Astronomical Society
in Honolulu in the state of
Hawaii. ¥

"This planet is really quite
bizarre," said Christopher
Johns-Krull, an astronomer
from Rice University.

Rice warns Iran ahead
of key nuclear talks

AFP, Vienna

US Secretary of State Condoleczza
Rice told Iran yesterday to change
tactics and freeze uranium enrich-
ment, but Tehran remained defiant
ahead of talks on its nuclear
programmewith the European Union.

Speaking to reporters inVienna,
Rice repeated Washington's offerto
join multiparty talks on trade,
security and technological benefits
for Iran if the Islamic state stopped
itsenrichment aclivitics.

I think it's time for Iran to
changeits tactics,” Rice said.

"The international community
is united on what Iran should do
and that is to suspend, to demon-
strate that it is in fact not seeking a
nuclear weapon under cover of
civilnuclear power.”

Her comments came hours
before Iran's top negotiator All
Larijani and EU foreign palicy chief
Javier Solana were scheduled to
begin a fresh round of talks in Madrid
aimed at seeking a way out of the
increasingly tense nuclearstandoff.

Ttwill be theirsecond meetingin
just over a month after a fruitless

head-to-head in Turkey in late
April.
It's also their first encounter
since a 60-day time limit set by the
United Nations for [ran to stop
enrichinguranium, a whi

makes reactor fuel but also atom
bomb material, expiredlast week.

The dispute over Iran's persis-
tent defiance of UN demands has
intensified in-recent days, with
stepped up rhetoric on both sides
ofthe debate,

Foreign ministers from the
Group of Eight most industrialised
nations said Wednesday that tin'.'y
were prepared to back " afgﬂenép
ate measures” if Iran
changeits stance.

Oil-rich Iran denies it is seeking
nuclear weapons, saying it wants

only to produce ana:gy 8 grow-
ing population whose fossil fuels
will eventuallyrunout.

The US is leading calls by
Western powers for existing sanc-
tions on Iran to be tightened. The
UN Security Council st imposed
sanctions on lran‘in December for
rejecting its demands, and then
modestlyincreasedtheminMarch,



