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Italian World Cup winner Filippo Inzaghi (c) runs with teammates as part of their training session atthe Coverciano training ground on Tuesday, for their Euro 2008 qualifying matches against Faroe
Islands onthe 2nd and Lithuania on the 6th of June.

McClaren pays tribu

to Becks

(%} Football

AP, London

England conch Steve McClaren has
notseen David Beckham play since
he dumped him from the national
team after theWorld Cup.

With his job on the line, how-
ever, McClaren is ready to recall the
Real Madrid midfielder 1o
England's starting line-up.

Beckham is set 1o start in a
friendly against Brazil at Wembley
on Friday and in a Buropean
Championship qualilier at Estonia
on June 6. England needs to win at
Estonia to keep its chances of
qualifving for Euro 2008 on track,

When MeClaren took over the
England coaching job from Sven-
Goran Eriksson in August, his first
decision was to drop Beckham from
the team. Beckham was secen as
untouchable under Eriksson even as
his celebrity off the field was threat-
eningtoovershadowhisformonit,

Now, McClaren believes
Beckham has played his way back
oniothe squad.

"David is the fittest T have seen
him foralongtime," MeClaren said
Tuesday. "He showed a great hun-
gerand desire to get back. He didn't
moan. He just got his head deown
and worked hard. T don't know
whether it is a question-of proving
me wrong, but the statistics are
there,”

McClaren said he followed the

American men slump

AFP, Paris

TRobby Ginepri
was left with the
task of saving the
| reputation of
American men's
tennis on

eight out of nine compatriots
“graslied ont (o ﬁiE"Ffi:h’i:Ili' Open
firstround,

Formerworld number one Andy
Roddick, the third seed, and James
Blake, seeded eight, led the retreat
from Paris as the Americans sui-
fered their worst Roland Garros
performance for what's believed to
bearound 30 years.

Roddick lost in the first round
for the fourth time in seven Roland
Garros visits going down 1o
Russia'sIgor Andreev who won 3-6,
6-4,6-3,6-4. .

The statistics told a worrying
story for the American with

- Wednesday after |

Andreev hitting an astonishing 66
winners to Roddick's 19,

The French Open remains the
24-year-old's professional grave-
‘yard.

He has never made it past the
third round despite reaching at
least the semi-finals at the other
threeGrand Slams. '
_"I'm not going to give up. It's my
biggest challenge. That's not a
secret,” said Roddick.

"T've been my own warst enemy
here foralotof times.”

Blake also won the first set
against Croatia's Ivo Karlovic
before surrendering his first round
tied-6,6-4,7-5,7-5.

"It's no secret that we haven't
done great on clay this year,” said
Blake.

"But 1 think we have the ability.
Andy got a terrible draw. Andreevis
probably the toughest non-seed
here. Tgota tough draw on Karlovic
ifhe'sservingwell,

"l promise we won't have all
eight guys losing the first round at
Wimbledon.”

Andre Agassi was the last
American man to win the French
Open singles title in 1999, one of 11
triumphs for the United States in
the history ofthe event.

Despite the gloom, Blake insists
that his countrymen will continue
o keep playing the French Open
and resist the temptation to give the
Huropean clay court season amiss,

"1 feel like 1 have the ability 1o
beat top players on this surface,
Playing Ivo is not a normal match,
didn't get the chance to get in the
points and 1 didn’t get the chance
tostep around and hit forehands or
any of the things 1 would normally
doon aclay court.

"I've beaten (Carlos) Moy on
clay; I've beaten {Gael) Monfils on
clay. It's not like | can’t do it. I have
the ability here. 1 just didn't today
andI'mnot going tnstop coming,”

Ronaldinho gets
one-match ban

AEP, Madrid

Barcelona star Ronaldinho on
Tuesday received a8 one-match
suspension from the Spanish
leapue's competition commission
for the red card he received after
kicking out at an opponent in
Saturday'swin over Getafe.

Barca had appealed against the
sendingoff at the Nou Campwhich
saw the I_lmzili::_n, who netted the
only goal in the second minute,
received his red card from referee
Perez. Burmll for trving o kick
Getafe defender David Belenguer,
despite barely making any contact.

The commission, under chair-
man Alfredo Flores, found there
had been provocation.

A two-game ban could have
severely dented Barca's title hapes
as theyare level on points at the top
with Real Madrid with only two
gamesremaining.

Ronaldinho will sitout the game

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5

Real renew
Kaka hunt

¥ 3 Football

INTERNET, undated

Repeats in Smain claim thar Real
Madrid are ready 10 resume their
campaign tosign Milan star Kaka,

The Brazilian has been a pri-
mary transfer objective for the
Spaniards since last summer when
the Rossonerireported Real to FIFA
over their public courtship of the
starlet.

However, we could be in for
another summer of tension as the
Spanish newspaper AS claims that
Realchiel Ramon Calderonintends
o keep the promise made during
his election campaign by netting
the Golden Boy,

The Merengues are reportedly

ready to invest up to £43m for the
Champions League top scorer and
could include Emerson in the deal,
a midfielder liked by boss Carlo
Ancelotti, as well as Fabio
Cannavaro.

The story adds that Kaka would
alsp be willing 10 make the move
despite his status as a Milan fan
favourite.

"Tdon'twant to starta war, but 1
would be happy to join Madrid,” he
isquoted as saying. -

Although Milan Vice-President
Adriano Galliani has insisted that
the South Americanis untouchable
-- no matter what offer is tabled --
Real are stillkeen.

It's understood that Madrid
officials Predrag Mijatovic and
Franco Baldini have already been

SEE PAGE 18 COL 8

lead of Real Madrid coach Fabio
Capello, who reversed a decision to
dump Beckham from the Spanish
club after Beekham announced in
Tanuary he would sign with Major
League Soceer's Los Angeles Galaxy
alterhiscontractends June 30,

"You've got to respect the work
Fabio Capello is doing at Real
Madrid," McClaren said. "He has
had the same problems as me, He
had no hesitation about bringing
David back when he was on form
and that has changed the fortunes
of Real Madrid. 1 would be very
foolishtoignore that.”

Real Madrid, chasing its first
major trophy since Beckham's
arrival from Manchester United in
2003, is ted awop the Spanish
league with FC Barcelona with two
gamesremaining.

McClaren said the fitness level
of the 32-vear-old Beckham was
impressive,

"I have not made this decision
for the fans, the media or anyone
else. It is about form. T will stand or
fall by that, but anyone who has
watched David closely over the last
fewweeks and months must under-
stand why heisinthesquad.”

Beckham resigned as captain
the day after England lost in the
World Cup quarterfinals in a pen-

R s ]

alry shootout against Portugal. It

was his 94th international, and
Beckham has long stated his wish

toreachthe 100mark.

But McClaren, Friksson's assis-
tant for several vears, decided last
August he was taking England in a
different direction, saying lit's a.
clean sheet of paper for everybody
and that'swhy I decided not to plck
David Beckham.” 2

Nearly a year later, and after he
was jeered by fans following
England’s last two lacklustire
pames, McClaren is set (0 return
with the midfield that largely
underperformed anthe World Cup,

"Leaving David out in the first
placewansatoughdecisionandheleft
abigvoid,” MeClaren saidTuesday,

England is fourth in Group E of
Euro 2008 qualifying with 1 points
from six games. Croatia leads the
group with 13 points, followed by
Israel and Russia with 11. Only the
top two teams qualify for the tour-
nament in Austria and Switzerland.
Estonia is sixth in the seven-
country group with no points after
five matches,

"l have to be pragmatic,”
McClaren said "Everyone knows we
need to win in Estonia next week,
The squad [ have selécted is
designedto dothat.”

FHOTICARR

Arsenal and France star Thierry Henry altends a press conference for a
promotional eventin Beijing on Wednesday. Henry is in talks with Barcelona,

according to a Spanish newspaper.

Inter lack respect:

Del Piero

INTERNET, undated

After Gennaro
Gattuso, now
Alessandro Del
Piero has told
Inter to curb
their enthusi-
SRR T " asm. “They're
exaggerating with all this talk of
thieving."

The Nerazzurri are celebrating
their Scuderto victory and have
repeatedly stated it was the first
‘clean’title in many.a year.

During their trophy presenta-
tion on Sunday, the squad joined
the fans in singing 'We win without
thieving: a reference to the
Calciopoli scandal that saw
fuventus demoted and other teams
suchas Milan, Lazio and Fiorentina
docked points.

“With' all this talk of thieving
they really ate exaggerating now,”
snapped the Bianconeri captain on
“RepubblicaTV!!

“They are being very disrespect-
ful towards us and all the other
sides and playersin Serie A"

Inter had a record-breaking run
in Serie A this season, but Del Piero
points out there were obvious
benefits post-Calciopoli with the
penalties to other clubs. )

“Inter had their work made easy
for them, but they still did well 1o
take full advantage of the situation.”

Del Piero also had words for
Zdenek Zeman, the Coach who
sparked a widespread investiga-
tion into medicinal practices at
Juventus after making insinuations
onAlex'schange in musculature.

“I puton 1.5kgfrom the age of 19
to 24. Now that they say I am more
agile and lighter, [ actually weigh
more thanIdid backthen.

“Most of the time appearances
can be deceptive. 1 have always
believed in hard work to better
myself, in the gym and on the pitch.
Some people are just stupid,
though..."

Six points a must

for Loew

AFP, Retlin

Germany's head
W coach Joachim
8 Loews insisted on
*Tuesday his
injury-hit side have a duty to take
six points from their double-
heatler Euro 2008 qualifiers against
SanMarino andSlovakia.
Germany are top of Group D
andlevel on points with the Czech
Hepublic and Republic of Treland,
with a game in hand, but are miss-
ing their caprain -- Chelsea
mmidfielder Michael Ballack -- as
well as striker Lukas Podolski and
influentlal midfielder Bastian
_Schweinsteiger,

And Low, who has only lost only
once in nine games since taking
over from Juergen Klinsmann after
last year's World Cup, says only
convincing wins -- especially over
minnows San Marino on Saturday -
-will be acceptable.

"We are preparing hard for these
games,” said Loew as his squad
gathered for Saturday's game in
Nuremberg and next Wednesday's
game against Slovakia in Hamburg,

"This is no holiday camp for the
plavers, we have two important
qualifying games.

"We have a duty to take six
points and T have made that clear.”

The47ryear-old has left his squad

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5
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