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Sheikh Selim, Mintoo

FROM PAGE 1
Saifur Rahman's son Naser
Rahman, who is also a former BNP
lawmaker, is currently in jail on graft
charges. The joint forces arrested him
during their first round of crackdown
‘on high profile corruption suspects
includingpolitical leaders.

Meanwhile, intelligence officials
started quizzing detained AL General
Secretary Abdul Jalil, former state
minister for home affairs
Lutfozzaman Babar, and former BNP
lawmaker and Partex Group
Chairman MA Hashem taking them
to undisclosed places. The Chief
Metropolitan. Magistrate's Court of
Dhaka sent each of them to four-day
rempndonTuesday,

Gulshan police brought allega-
tions of corruption against AL leader

qand former health minister Sheikh
Selim saying that during AL's last stint
in state power he amassed a large
amount of properties and money
through corruption under the shelter
of the erstwhile premier Sheikh
Hasina, whois also hiscousin.

In the forwarding report placed
before the court, Gulshan police also
said Selim was involved in a conspir-
acy to create an anarchic situation in
the country.

Investigation officer (10} of the
case, Sub-Inspector (SI) Aminur
Rashid of Gulshan police station, said
Selim needed to be remanded for
seven days to find out vital clues ofhis
involvementin cormuption,

Mareover, the 10 placed before the
court a proposal for a 30-day deten-
tion for Selim, recommended by the
authorities concerned.

SI Sarwar Hossain of the same
m:lil:c station produced Abdul Awal

intoo before the court secking a
seven-day remand. He also placed a
forvarding report where he men-
tioned that Mintoo acquired a large
amount. of wealth and properties
through cormuption by being affiliated
with a political party while he was the

resident of the Federation of
adesh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI).

Mintoo was also placed before the
court with a recommendation for
detention of 30days. b

Our correspondent from Barisal
reported that a task force of the Anti-
cormuption Commission (ACC) yes-
terdity started investigating in Barisal
the allegations against detained
Barisal City Corporation (BCC) Mayor
Mujibor Raliman Sarwar,

he task force led by Maj Abdul
Hye yesterday measured the BCC
mayor's house at Sadhur Batala in
Bansal city and estimated the value of
his immovable and movable proper-
ties there. The team also examined
some files o BCCin Nagar Bhatsmn.

The task force comprising afficials
from the army, ACC, tax depaitment,
police and Rapid Action Baualion
(Rab) went to Sarwar's house'yester-
day and searched the place forseveral
hours breaking open locked almirahs,
dimwers and cabinets, They found

st clothes, gift items and docu-
ments the, sourcessaid

Hhesourees ilso smd the rask force
eatlier interrogated BCC ulficials
about Sarwar's alleged cormuption in
appointing a large number of BOC
employees Touting proper proce-
dures. The allegations against him
also include amassing alarge amount
ofmoneythrough nepotismin award-
ing business contricts -- a practice
which ended up producing low-
quality work for BCC, and allotting
BCC stalls, shops and markets to
peopleinexchangeforbiibes,

urces said cases against Sanwar
mightbe filed by the task force soon.
REVELATIONS
Jalil, Mintoo, and General Secretary of

the Guishan Unit of AL Wakil Ahmed,

aliasWakil Commissioner gave sensa-
tional information during interroga-

tion by the joint forces about cormup-
tiono M.htgh-u;&s.:lncidisc'lnscdII!m
details of what had been happening
behind the much talked about Apal
30, 2004 deadline announced by Jalil
for toppling the immediate past four-
party alliance governmenit, sources
claimed.

The sources also claimed that
Wakil Ahmed told the joint forces that
Talil had been involved in extortions,
The three were interogated sepa-
ratelyatfirstand then together.

Sources sard Jalil however denied
the allegation of taking bribes in
exchange for AL nominations for the
stalled padiamentarvelection.

Several businessmen paid differ-
ent amounts of money to the party
fund voluntarily at different times
while big firms like Bashundhara
Group donated large amounts, the
detainees told thejoint forces, accord-
ingto theclaimsofthesources.

Sources also said quoting Jalil that
the April 30 deadline for a supposed
overthrow of the immediate past four-
pnrt{:ﬂlinnce government came from
Jalil by chance. Jalil was assigned to
supervise the movement on the street
while the inner activities of the party
were looked after by party chief
Sheikh Hasina,

The April 30 deadline was
designed asatrump card in the move-
ment against the erstwhile govern-
ment with a view to influencing 70-
lawmakers of BNP to defect, the
sources said. Former BNP lawmaker
Abu Hena, who finally defected, had
demanded Tk 70 crore for the pro-
posed defection of 70 BNP lawmak-
ers, Mintoo said in his statement to
the joint forces, according to the
elaims of the sources.

Proshika, an NGO, was tasked with
the job of supplying more than 10
thousand people for a demonstration
to make the fnur.party government
step down by the deadline, the
sources claimed.

CORRUPTCBA LEADER BAKIR
The Anti-corruption Commission
vesterday filed a case with Motijheel
olice station in the capital against
Sonali Bank CBA leader BM Bakir
Hossain and his wife Nazma Hossain
for coneealing information on their
statementsofwealthsubmitted to the
commission.

ACC Assistant Director
Mohammad Jahangir Alam filed the
case saying the couple's undis-
closed wnaﬁh worth more than Tk
1.25 crore was uncarthed following
submission of their wealth state-
ments.

Bakiris nowin custody of the law
enforcers on corruption charges.

Hasina
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joint forces' drive is aimed at her,"
former AL lawmaker Latif Siddiqui
told newsmen while briefing them
about his meeting with Hasina at
her Dhanmondi residence.

The government's move mn
revive the hearing of the Mig-29
and frigate purchase graft cases

filed against Hasina is part of the

design, said Latif,

Meanwhile, Hasina cancelled
her visit scheduled for this mom-
ing to Tungipara o offer Fateha at
the grave of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

"We supported the government
for its activities in the beginning
but what the government is doing
now cannot be supported,” Latif
said,

On the arrest of party leaders on
charges of corruption, he said any
party leader involved in cotruption
shouldbe punished.

27th BCS

FROM PAGE L

Most of the leading newspapers had
published reports on the irregulari-
ties of PSC on several occasions,
especially about leakage of question
papers, and corruption centring the
vivavoce,

In the face of widespread media

orting and claims by examinees,
the PSC held the 27th BCS examina-
tion.

A recent investigation by an
intelligence agency also found irreg-
ularities in the 27th BCS and finally
the caretaker government post-
poned itsmedical test in the midway
on April 18. The medical test of the
27th started on April 7 and itwas
scheduledto completeon April 29,

The viva voce was grossly used to
pick certain candidates while dis-
qualifying others, The viva voce for
100 marks usually adds with total
marks of written examinations, As
the pass mark in the viva voce is 40, a
candidate getting below it in the viva
voce disqualifies for the selection
even if they score highest marks in
the written examinations.

A large number of candidates
who stored wellin the writtenexami-
nations were allegedly given below
40marksin the vivavoce, whichwere
publishedindifferent dailies.

Saadat Hussain, who on May 9
assumed the post of PSC chairman
dfter expiry of the five-year term Prof
ZNTahmida Begum, took the allega-
tions against the 27" BCS serously
und discussed the issue with acade-
micians, newsmen, PSC officials and
several stagessful and unsuceessful
candidates,

He sent recommendations to the
government for necessary sleps
aboutthe 27th BCS,

Asked for comment about the
cancellation of the viva voce result of
the 27th BCS, PSC member Latifur
Rahman said, "T'will not reply to any

Milam

FROMPAGE 16

efforts to restore democracy.
"Milam was briefed about the
complicated situation now prevail-
inginthe country," hesaid.

The adviser said Milam assured
the caretaker government of all
assistance to restore democracy in

_ thecountry,

€XaIns

question as I am not concerned with
themauer.”

"l appreciate the government
decision as the vivavoce of 27th BCS
was controversial. | think the deci-
sion will end the controversy,” for-
mer chairman of the University
Grants Commission Prof M
Asaduzzaman said,

Successful candidates of written
examinations who were not finally
selected, expressed satisfaction over
the government decision while the
examinees who passed the viva voce
expressed dissatisfaction.

Budget papers
FROM PAGE 1
Asked about the recent disburse-
ment of $200 million by World
Bank, the finance adviser said the
money would strengthen the gov-
ernment's expenditure capacity.
Addressing as chief guest at the
inaugural session af the seminaron

_disseminationr of the result of

researches, he asked the research-
ers to conduct life-oriented
research and try to find out solu-
tion to different national problems.

He said there should not be
research only for research's sake
and the research should be soci-
ety-oriented. The economic
adviser also stressed the need for
developing specialisation in
different sectors for surviving in
the present competitive world.

Chaired by Planning Secretary
Zafar Ahmed Chowdhury, the
inaugural session was also
addressed by Chairman of Centre
for Development Research
Bangladesh Dy Mizanur Rahman
Shelly, Abdur Rahim Khan, Dr
Mohammad Mahbub Ullah, and
Salehuddin Mohammad Musa.

Mizanur Rahman Shelly
underscored the need for more
social research and said the
researcher should try to motivate
the bureaucracy for the welfare of
the general people.

Abdur Rahim Khan explained
the objectives of the seminar and
presented synopsis of various
findings of the recent research
conducted under the Social
Science Research Council. The
detailed discussion on the find-
ings would be held in the working
sessions of the seminar,

HC declares
detention of
Mosharraf,
Abbas illegal

UNB, Dhaka

The High Court (HC) yesterday
declared illegal the detention
orders of former ministers
Engineer Mosharraf Hossain and
Mirza Abbas.

Making absolute its rule issued
upon separate writ petitions, a
division bench comprising Justice
ABM Khairul Haque and Justice
Syed M Ziaul Karim asked the
government to release the two
former ministers if they are not
wanted in any other criminal
cases,

On February 25, the joint forces
arrested Mosharraf and Abbas on
the premises of the Anti-
Corruption Comimission office
soon after they submitied their
wealth statements as asked by the
commission.

Later, they were sent to jail with

-30 days' detention under the

Special Powers Act.

Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud
appeared for both Mosharraf and
Abbas.

Tax evasion
case against
Lobi sent to
special court

Counrt CORRESPONDENT

The case against detained former
BNP lawmaker Ali Asgar Lobi for
evading Tk 17 crore income tax filed
by the National Board of Revenue
[NBR) was transferred to a special

+ courtyesterday foritsquick disposal.

Senior Special Judge Mohammad
Azizul Haq of the Dhaka
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's Courl
sent the case 1o the Third Special
Judge Courtset up at Shere-e-Bangla
Nagar MP Hostelfor trial after fixing
June 3 for hearing on charge framing
againstthe formerlawmaker.

Under a tight security, Lobi, now
in Kashimpur Jail in Gazipur, was
produced before the court at
11.30am.

On May 23, the court had issued
an artest warrant against Lobi after
Mohammad Nurul Amin, deputy tax
commissioner of Taxpayers' Service
Wing, NBHR, filed the case,

In his complaint, Amin men-
e thot Lobi, ilso former presi-
dent of Bimgladesh Cricket Board,
had evaded around Tk 17.24 crore
incometaxsince 1984-85 fiscal vear,

Lobi repeatedly gave false infor-
mation on his real income and
expenditure 1o the Income Tax
Department and did not show his
return of income tax, He also used his
position 1o conceal information
about histeal incorne, the complain-
antsaid.

On February 6, the joint forces
arrested Lobi from his Gulshan-1
residenceandseized Tk 9. 75 crore.

Later, Central Intelligence Cell of
NBR collected information on his
different bank accounts, where they
found Tk 22.25 crore. Lobi did not
submit statement of the money to
the NBR for the fiscal year 2005-2006,
thecomplainant said.

He also did not submit statement
about the income from his
Dhanmondi M/S Rupashi Energy
Filling Station to the NBR, Amin
added.

Khelafat leader
Maulana Habib
given 1-month
detention

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The controversial madrasa princi-
pal Maulana Habibur Rahman has
beengiven amonth's detention.

An official letter in this regard
from the home ministry reached the
jail two days back, the Sylhet Central
Jailauthorities said yesterday.

Joint forces held Habib, also the
Nayeb-e-Amir of a faction of
Bangladesh Khelafat Majlish, onMay
16 from a house in the city's Therjheri
para. The Kotwali police produced
him before the Sylhet sadar cogni-
zance magistraie court the same day,
fromwherehewassenttojail.

He had been held on charge of
having links with the militant groups,
a police official said adding that he
was shown arrested under the
EmergencyPower regulations.

Principal of Jamea Madania
Islamia Madrasa at the city's
Kajirpara, Habib first came to lime-
light in 1994 when he declared Tk
50,000 reward for author Taslima
Nasrin'shead.

Besides, he used o talk about his
experience of joining training
programmes in Afghanistan.
However, after theemergenceof IMB
and othermilitant groups, he stared
denying any links with the Afghan
Wairs,

Although Habib had been with
the four-party alliance during the
immediate past BNP-led rule, he
maoved to Awami League (AL) camp
ahead of the now cancelled January
22 polls and even managed AL ticket
1o contest Sylhet-6 constituency, thai
sparked widespread criticisms
among AL leaders and workers at
thattime.
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Ershad's graft case

FROM PAGE 1
Judge Malik Abdullah Al Amin of
the Special Court for Dhaka
Division recorded statement of the
complainant Golam Mortuza, an
official of now defunct Bureau of
Anti-Corruption, of the case and
fixed June 18for nexthearing.

The proceeding of the case was
stayed for alongtime due to a High
Court order though charges were
framedonjuly7,1992.

Ershad and AKM Mosharaf
Hossain, former chairman of
Bangladesh Shilpa Bank, abusing
power and through corruption,
directed the authorities con-
cerned to remit Tk 35 lakh loan
taken by M/S Three Star Poultry
Farm Limited on September 4,
1979.

- Later, a graft case was filed with
Motijheel Police Station against
Ershad, Mosharraf, Managing
Director Jahangir Kabir, Directors
Firoz Kabir and Borhan Uddin and
Jahangir's wife Nurunnahar Shelly,

Of them, Jahangir and his wife
Shelly are still at large while others
are now on bail.

The investigation officer
pressed charges against Ershad
and five others on November 6,
1991.

Ershad along with party leaders
and activists were present at the
courtduring the hearing.

THREE CASES

Proceedings of three other graft
cases against Ershad were
adjourned yesterday following
time petitions by the prosecution
lawyers,

According to a case, filed with
Tejgaon Police Station in 1992,

Ershad, while in power, allegedly
directed the authorities concerned
to purchase ENG (electronic news-
gathering) equipment worth about
Tk 2.93 crore to be used by him and
his wife though all broadcasting
facilities were available in his sec-
retariat,

The case was adjourned till june
18.

The same court also adjoumed
the proceeding of another graft
case until June 25 following a time
petition by the prosecution law-
Vers.

According to the case, filed with
the same police station, it was
alleged that Ershad, defying the
authorities' decision, directed to
accept donation from France
instead of Finland for setting up
‘microwave telephone lines'-in 49
upazilas.

Due to Ershad's unilateral
decision, the government had to
pay Tk 28 crore to France in inter-
est, as the plan was not imple-
mented finally, sources said.

The same court adjourned
proceeding of a graft case against
Ershad and three others until 25
followingthe same reason.

In the case filed with
Cantonment Police Station on May
4, 1992, it was alleged that Ershad,
while in power, directed the
authorities concerned to purchase
two high-power Radars (Radio
Detection and Ranging) for
Bangladesh Air Forces violating the
recommendation of the radar
evaluation team.

It caused a loss of Tk 64 crore to
the government.

Zia's grave

FROM PAGE 1

chief, after her departure many
supporters were also allowed to visit
the grave.

Ziaur Ralman was also the com-
mander of the "7’ force and a sector
of the freedom fighters during the
liberation war. He was assassinated
on the dayin 1981 by some disgrun-
ded army officers in Chittagong
Circuit House, while on a visit there
asthe presidentofthe country.

Prsident lajuddin Ahmed, Chiefl
Adviser to the Interim Government
Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed, Speaker
Jamir Uddin Sircar, Deputy Speaker
Akhter Hamid Siddique and the
chiefs of three armed forces paid
tributes to the former president
amid tight security by placin
Wigdths'on His'grave and by obisén:
ingamomentofsilence.

Former prime minister Khaleda
Zin went to her late husband's
mausoleum around 10:40am but no
other family member was present
there, She placed a wreath on her
husband's grave and offered
prayers,

Among -others BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
Standing Committee Member M
Saifur Rahman, Dr RA Gani,
Khandaker Delwar Hossain, M
Shamsul Islam, Lt Gen (retd)
Mahbubur Rahman, BNP Vice-
president MK Anwar, Dhaka City
Mayor Sadeque Hossain Khoka,
Adviser 1o the BNP Chalrperson
Mofazzal Karim, Maj Gen (retd) ZA
Khan, Joint Secretary General
Ghoyeshshar Chimera Ray, Selima
Rahman, Office Secretary Mofiqul
Islam Tripti, Assistant Office
Secretary Emran Saleh Prince,
Shechhwashebok Dal President
Rizvi Ahmed, Krishok Dal General
Secretary Shamsuzzaman Dudu,
Jubo Dal* General Secretar
Moazzem Hossain Alal, Jativatabadi
Chhatra Dal President Azizul Bari
Helal, its General Secretary Shafiul
Bari Babu, former siate minister
Sarwari Rahman, former lawmaker
Mohammad Shahjahan, Zia
Parishad leader Kabir Murad,
Mohila Dal leader Shirin Sultana,
Nurjahan Yasmin, Sultana Ahmed,
and Rehana Akhtar Ranu also
accompanied the BNP chairperson.

.. Ali Ahsan Mujahid, secretary

eneral of Jamaat-e-1slami

angladesh, a key partner of BNP in
the four-party alliance was also
present.

A milad and doa mehfil was held
at the mausoleum as part of BNP's
programmes marking the Lg:jy. A
special munajat was also offered.

Police however arrested
Mowlana Nurul Islam and Mowlana
Jasim, two men affiliated with BNF,
as they were trying to carry a banner
to the mausoleum. Police also
charged batons on a group of young
supporters leaving at least ten
injured as they were allegedly trying
to chant slogans near the mauso-
leum.

After Khaleda's departure from
the area a large number of BNP
leaders, activists, and supporters
were also allowed tovisit the grave of

Edible oil

FROM PAGE 16

aprice for soybean oil until june 15,
During the period, the price of per
kilogram loose oil willbe Tk 70.50 at
retailers level, while the five-litre
bottled il will be sold at Tk 369.
Both sides will sit again on June 15
toreview the price.

0il importers told the meeting
that compared to the last year's oil
price on international market at §
450 1o § 500 the price rose up 10 §
B50 because of a global deficit of
production and massive import in
advance by giant nations like India
and China.

"There is no sign that the oil
price will be reduced in the next
one year... but we will iry so that the
people get the essential item at a
fair price” the BDR chief told the
Teporters,

g-....ioagﬁl_w-

the former president to pay tributes.
They were allowed in, after thor-
ough checks, one by one from a
queue, :

After the milad and doa mehfil,
former finance minister and BNP
Standing Committee Member M
Saifur Rahman said, “This is amel-
ancholy day for me as president
ﬁ.imtr Rahman was killed on this

ay.
"He laid a strong foundation for
the country's economy, established
a nationalist philosophy, and gave
us a strategy for running the coun-
13'," Saifur Rahman told journalists,
adding that he is a follower of Zia's
philosophy-and his party is now
operating on the basis of that phi-
B L L e R T
a worked 1o make the country
self-reliant and to establish a multi-
Imnydemnmcy."h&suidndding. "1
ope demotracy will be restored in

the country sopn again,”

Earlier the interim government
allowed only 150 leaders of the party
to accompany Khaleda Zia during
her vigit to the grave of the founder
of BNR

BNP leaders, activists, and sup-
porters had no permission to give
paolitical speeches or statements, (o

. chant slogans, or to carty banners.

N

Lawenforcers did notevenallowthe

supporters to bring flowers to the
mausaleum,

Jatrabari flyvoer
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"They (DCC) are not paying our
fees for the last one year," Dr
Alamgir said adding "We could not
play effective role regarding the
modification design and layout of
the flyover, which contains major
flaws.”

The DCC hired the team on a
three-year contract signed on
March 19, 2006, seven months after
the Belhasa-Accom Associates Lid
was awarded the contract for the
construction of the flyover., The
team comprises of seven experts
from Buet (Bangladesh University
of Engineering and Technology).

DCC, the implementing agency
and the coordination body of the
flyover whoaccepted the modified
designand layout prepared by Buet
team, has been keeping mum so far
regarding the termination letter.
No DCC official was available for
comments in this regard when
contacted.

"We appointed supporting
staffs and engineers to perform our
task and that's why we need money
1o cover their expenses," Dr
Alamgir said adding, " We could
have gone forward with our work
even if they (DCC) had assured us
thatwe wouldbe paidlater.”

The Buet team suggested bring-
ing significant changes in the
present design and layout of the
flyover including cutting the num-
ber of ramps through which vehi-
cles will enter and exit the flyover. It
also criticised the way in which
traffic was being artificially forced
onto the flyover apparently to
increaserevenue,

The joint venture of the UAE-
based construction firm Belhasa
International LLC and Accom
Engineering Company Lid is
chaired by Orion Group owner M
Obaidul Karim, who is in hiding
after being implicated as the key
man in the case of embezzlement
of Tk 596.44 crore from the Oriental
Bank.

The Jatrabari-Gulistan flyover is
an B-km stretch of mainly elevated
highway aimed at easing Dhaka's
heavily congested twalfic. It is a
build-own-operate-and-transfer
(BOOT) scheme in which the con-
structor finances the building in
return for the right to collect tolls
foraset period oftime.

BSF guns down
cattle trader

QuR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
shot dead a Bangladeshi cattle
trader at Tarali village near
Kakdanga border under
Swarupnagar Police Station of 24
Parganas district early yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Nazrul Tslam, 35, son of Hamjar Ali
of Kakdanga village in Kalaroa
upazila.

According to a report received

.from across the border, Nazrul
went to India on Tuesday and was
returning home with caitle he
boughtfrom there.

When he reached the frontier
Tarali village at around 4:30am, the
BSF men opened fire on him. He
died instantly,

Major Kamrul Hasan, operation
commander of 41 Rifles Battalion,
confirmed theincident,

BDR sources saitl they sent a
letter to the BSF authorities pro-
testing the killing and asked them
toreturn the body.

WB hails
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The government specifically
requested the World Bank to fast-
track the proposed DSC-IV, a bud-
get-support operation, the PID
reportsaid.

The World Bank also said that it
has contacts with the pro-reform
leaders of the two major political
parties to ensure broader political
support for the DSC-supported
reforms.

Both the parties agreed on the
broad reform priorities supported
by the DSC operation and pledged
for sustainability of the reforms, it
said.

The World Bank report also
analysed possible economic risks
of Bangladesh and said the main
economic risk stems from the
weak financial condition of state-
owned enterprises (SOEs),
especially those in the energy
sector.

Sustained large losses at the
energy sector SOEs have led to a
build-up of ontstanding liabili-
ties and exacerbated the financial
fragilities of the nationalised
commercials banks (NCBs) thai
are directed to financial losses, it
said.

It said the BPC is still unable to
pay its large outstanding debi,
mostly to the NCBs, which would
need to be resolved.

Zhu, World Bank Country
Director for Bangladesh, as say-

aspects of the government's
reform agenda aimed at strength-
ening prospects for stronger
economic growth, improved
governance, and faster poverty
reduction in Bangladesh.”

Tales
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{RIB) organised the seminar at the
CIRDAPauditoriumyesterday.

Members of the lower caste like
Harijon, Rishi, Kaora, Buno, Rabidas,
Manta, Bede, Munda, Nagarchi,
Shabdakar and Bashfor from
Satkhira, Kushtia, Moulvibazar,
Syedpur and Rangpur came to the
seminar 1o describe their everyday
experience,

These people provide services o
people by making and repairing
shoes and baskets, making and
playing musical instruments, clean-
ing streets and human excreta, and
b working as midwives.

RIB Chairman Dr Shamsul Bari,
wiio coordinated the first session of
the seminar, told the story of advo-
cate Panna Lal Das, the first graduate
from Kushtin's Harijon community--
sweepers of the Kushtia
Municipality,

With the help of the community
people Panna Lal became a lawyer
and joined alocal NGO. But the NGO
authority sacked him when it came
to know that Panna belongs to the
Hardjon community, Bari said.

With the help of the RIB, Panna is
now working to improve the fate of
hiscommunity.

Renowned writer Selina Hossain
delivered the keynote speech at the
seminar. She said both the public
and private sectors should come
forward to help these people
improvetheirfate,

She recommended considering
the views of these deprived people
while making policies for them. "We
should not let them remind us again
that we should consider them as
humanbeings,” Selinasaid.

Former adviser to the caretaker
government Akbar Ali Khan said the
problem of caste discrimination is
based in South Asia. He said poverty
of these people will become severe
when general people will enter their
professions.

Dr Hamida Hossain, vice-
chairperson of RIB, suggested form-
ing specific policies for the improve-
ment of these people, "We should
stand by their side not in our ways
butthewaystheysuggest," she said.

Khushi Kabir of Nijera Kori and
RIB- Executive Director Meghna
Guhathakurata also spoke at the
seminar.

The speakers also discussed
gender issues of these deprived
people and ways to provide them
legal aid.

Children of the Harijon commu-
nity from Kushitia staged a play por-
traying the discrimination they face
intheir everydaylife. A documentary
film was screened in the second

sessionofthe seminar.

e Press! telease quoted Xial”

ing, "The DSC supports key.
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Bush, Putin to
meet in July

AP, Washingron

With US-Russian relations under
heavy strain, President Bush and
President Viadimir Putin will meet

July 1 and 2 in Kennebunkport,

Maine, administration officials satd
vesterday, )

"It's &an opportunity for him and
President Putin to corntinue what is
always, for the two of them, candid
and very honest conversations
about things that matter,” Bush
spokesmanTony Snowsaid.

Bush's father, former President

. George H.W. Bush, has an

oceanfront compound in
Kennebunkpori, and the two lead-
erswillmeet there.

The session comes at a time
when many experis say relations
between the two nations are at their
lowest point since the Soviet era.

On Tuesday, Putin warned that
the planned US missile shield for
Europe would turn the region into a
"powderkeg.”

Bush, Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice and Secretary of
Defense Robert Gates have all tried
to reassure the Russians that the

Forest chief
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certificates worth Tk 1.11 lakh,
postal savings certificates worth Tk
4 lakh and several travellers'
cheques of different countries,

"During interrogation at the
police station last night Gani con-
fessed to having more money and
papers in his house," said Syed
Nazrul Islam, officer-in-charge
(OC) of Uttara Police Station.

Police sources said they took
Gani's wife to the Dhanmondi
branch of Standard 'Chartered
Bank early yesterday and recovered
the gold omaments in the bank's
locker. The law enforcers sealed the
locker.

Two jewellers
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board then threw the sack and the
drum in the dustbin,” Shafiq and
Lokman, on-duty night guards in
the area said, who later informed
the police on suspicion.

The bodies were sent to Mitford
Hospital morgue for autopsy. The
family members of the dead identi-
fied the bodies at morgue in the

“diternoon. oo

. Ofthe dead, Ashish wis slatgh-
tered and dumped inside the
drum, while the body of Sumon
was lound inside the sack with the
hands and legs tied. He was stran-
gled to death and there were stab
injuries on his cheek and hand,
sources said. N, Ny

Police suspect that the double
murder might have taken place
sometime before 10 on Tuesday
night.

"We suspected something bad
had happened when we found the
jewellery shop was robbed at about
T:00am. Sumon's cellphone was
also found switched off since 11 the

revious night," Nitai Das, father of
umon, said.

Family members of Sumon
suspect that the murder might
have links with Kamal, a gold busi-
nessman in the area, with whom
Sumon had financial dealings.
Kamal also visited Sumon's jewel-
lery shop at about 8:30pm on
Monday, theyadded.

"Ashish left the shop at about
9:00pm,” Ranjan Sutradhar, an
employee of Ashish's jewellery
shop, said.

A case has been filed with
Lalbagh Police Station.

WB chief
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Wolfowitztoresign.

“lam pleasedto announcethatl
will nominate Bob Zoellick to be
the 11th president of the World
Bank," Bush said in a formal
announcement at the White
House.

"Bob Zoellickhashad alongand
distinguished career in diplomacy
and development economics. It
has prepared him well for this new
assignment,” said the US presi-
dent.

By nominating Zoellick, a con-
sensus-builder on issues ranging
from global trade to strife in Darfur,
Bushisseekingto put an end to the
favoritism scandal that forced Paul
Wolfowitz to resign and roiled the
World Bank for weeks.

Asked whar priorities Zoellick
would bring to the post, White
House spokesman Tony Snow said:
"The priorities are continuing to
workinthe developing world.”

"Paul Wolfowitz alsp made it
clear that one of the priorities is 10
concentrate on lhe ]JUDFES{ coun-
tries, giving them the capacity 10
develop, to develop in a way that's
going to make it possible to provide
better lives and longer lives for the
people who livethere,” said Snow.

The World Bank's 24-member
board of governors must approve
the nomination of Zoellick, a vice
chairman atWall Street investment
bank Goldman Sachs.

Wolfowitz agreed on May 17 to
step down on June 30 to end a
scandal over a generous pay-and-
promotion package he arranged
for his companion, a bank
employee.

missile system isaimed at prevent-
ing attack by a rogue state against
the United States or Europe.

Washington and Moscow are
also at odds over Kosovo, a ce
of Serbia that isunder UNand Nato
administration. Russia has called a
Western-backed draft UN resolu-
tion that would endorse supes
independence for the Serbian
province unacceptable..

Bush and Putin will discuss Iran,
civil nuclear cooperation, missile
defenseand otherissues, Snowsaid,

"Cooperation between the
United States and Russia is impor-
tant in solving regional conflicts,
stopping the spread of weapons of
mass destruction and combatting
terrorism and extremism,” Snow
explained inannouncing thevisit.

Thetwoleaders also will see each
other next week in Heiligendamm,
Germany, during the annugl sum-
mitofindustrialized nations,

Asked why Bush chose to hold
the meeting at his father’s house in
Maine, Snow said, "Why not? It's a
good placetohaveit.”

Bush also has met with Putin at
the presidential retreat at Camp
David in Maryland's Catoctin
Mountains, And, Putin was the first
head of state to visit Bush's ranch in
Texas in November, 2001. "You only
invite your friendsinto yourhouse,"”
Bush said at the time.

Russia views US activity in its
former sphere of influence with
growing suspicion. Earlier this
month, in a speech, Putin
denounced "disrespect for human
life, claims to global exclusiveness
and dictate, just as it was in the
time of the Third Reich,”

Six die
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said the hospital is cramped with
patients not only of diagthoea but
also of cholera and pneumonia
diseases,

He said on an average 340-500
patients wifh“differemt diarthoeal
diseases were admitted in the hospi-
talthisweek sofar

The medical experts have sug-
gested people to drink pure drinking
water since heavy sweating causes
losses of salt and water from the
body.
If these are not replaced, peaple
can easily be affected

with erratic power and Watér Sup-
plies made the lives of dity dwellers
miserable,

Day labowrets, rickshaw pullers,
floating people and children arg the
worst sufferers of this unbearable
heat. K

_The city ook a deserted look
duringthemidday.

Foreign adviser
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The foreign adviser said the
Bangladesh mission report con-
tained all the reports appeared in
Tripura's local dailies including
theirnames, :

He said he has already informed
the matter to thehome ministry.

Nazmul Quaunine, director
general of the external publicity
wing of the foreign ministry, told
the newsmen that Bangladesh is
vet to contact the Indian authori-
ties. !

Meanwhile, the two Jubo
League leaders in a Statement
yesterday said their arrest reports
carried in different Bangladeshi
media are totally false and fabri-
cated.

"We are in Bangladesh”, they
sajd adding a vested quarter is
spreading false news in a bid to
demoralise Jubo League leaders,
activists, supporters and well-
wishers.

KEPZ
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By size and investment profile, the
KEPZ stands out from all other
EPZs in the country as it plans to
install 500 .industrial units with an
investment of §1 billion and
directly employ about 1,00,000
people.

Sources said the KEPZ plans to
set up the whole range of garment
and textile units besides units for
electronics, software, scientificand
optical tools, machine 1ools, auto-
motive parts and others, To set up
its infrastructure, Youngone will
separately invest $200 million.

The KEPZ is expected to start
exports within two years of getting
thelicence.

Youngone investedabout Tk 100
crore between 1999 and 2003 to
procure the 2,500 acres of land and
develop it under the private EPZ
law. But it could not open the zone
as the BNP-led alliance govern-
ment declined to give it operating
licence without any explicitreason.

After dilly-dallying for fige years,
KhaledaZia's governmenthowever
decided in September last year to
award Youngone the licence but
imposed some terms and condi-
tions that contradicted the govern-
ment's original promises to the
foreigninvestor,

The caretaker government last
month reviewed the September
decision and revised the approval
in accordance with the private EPZ
law.
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