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- institution World Bank with 185 mem-
- ber countries is now poised to enter a
- new chapter with its new chief due on
July 1 after Wolfowitz's departure.
Wolfowitz's successor will have to

poverty.

persuade the countries to contribute
about US% 30 billion over the next few
years to fund a programme that pro-
vides interest-free loans to the poorest
countries, We hope the World Bank will
choose as their captain somebody who
is a person of vision and who has dem-
onstrated ability to liaise with devel-
opment partners and, most impor-
tantly, someene who has empathy
with the poor.

o after Wolfowitz?

1) Created in 1945, the poverty fighting The world does not lack competent,
highly trained and experienced lead-
ers, though most of them just happen
not to be Americans. Despite wide-
spread demands for change, the global
lending institution's new president
may once again be an American
. according to an unwritten custom
chosen by the US government, the
largest shareholder in the Bank.
President Bush may enter history
and offset the grayer chapters of his
presidency to a great extent if he
chooses someone from a developing
country like Bangladesh for the top
post of World Bank: a person like
Professor Yunus who, one of the very
few in the world, knows the pangs of
those writhing with pains of abject’

We salute Wolfowitz for leaving his
office in grace, not allowing the media
world concocting luscious stories on
his cordial relation with an elderly -
Muslim lady Ms Shaha Riza who
organised three years ago a conference
of Middle East and North African
democracy advocates that declared
dictatorship "a crime against human-
ity", Even if Wolfowitz, 63, had any
infatuation towards Riza, 53, it should
not be shouted as a Sophia Loren-
Carlo Ponti equation!

Maswood Alam Khan
Banani, Dhaka
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Afewsuggestions
We would like to draw the atten-
tion of the present government to
the following suggestions for
solving our burning problems.
Power crisis remains our num-
ber one problem. We need to
generate 1500 megawatts on an
emergency basis and another
1500 megawatts for future needs,
The following measures may be
considered to solve this problem.
Well- known companies or
contractors with good track
records may be called and
awarded contracts for the 4
power generation plants. They
will generate 1500 megawatts.
They will be given a tight
timeframe. Money may be raised
from share market, borrowing
from other countries, foreign
investors etc. For the next 1500
megawatts proper methods may

be employed for pre-
qualifications and ultimate selec-
tions.

Dhakais reelingunder tremen-
dous traffic jam. It is increasing
day by day. Constructions of new
roads, widening of existing roads
ete. will not contribute much
towards solving the traffic jam
problem. Please consider how
Bangkok was developed. They
builtsky train, flyovers with loops
and most importantly Metro. A
good percentage of commuting
population has to be sent under-
ground.

More and more people will be
affected with cardio-vascular,
tespiratory, eye, gastro-
intestinal, psychiatric diseases
due 1o traffic jams. Many work
hours are lost in traffic jams.
Please look at Bangkok, Tehran,
Calcutta and New Delhi etc. and
see how much less stressful life
hasbecomein those cities.

Please call a meeting of the
traders, importers, wholesale and
retail business people, assure
them of all out co-operation and
'safety’, take them into confi-
dence and request them to bring
down the prices of essendals 1o a
rational level, Please build up
rapportwith them.

SNMamoon
One-mail

To Chief Adviser

While the Chief Adviser has
expressed dissatisfaction (May
14 UNB News) over power situa-
tion; we the pro bono public are
just fedup; to say theleast! ~ ~

While the news item has given
out a list of power projects being
taken up, or going to be taken
up; unfortunately as the popular
Persian saying goes "Hanoz
Dehlidur ast" (Delhiis very far),

These units may provide
power to the grid earliest by end
of 2007, if we are lucky.
Overhauling and rehabilitation
of worn-out power planis now
out of service cannot be
expected to be done by issuing
fiats! If we try to push through
this work; presumably done
earlier by the BNP; we will only
act in haste and repent at leisure
again, i

Thisis based onmy over thirty
years hands on experience in
plant and equipment mainte-
nance including steam and gas-
engine power plants in both the
publicand private sectors.

Allin all, we are in thick soup;
and it is getting thicker day by
day!

Dissatisfaction is OK; but
what we need is highest level
executiveaction.
S.A.Mansoor
Gulshan, Dhaka

Current politics

The question is whether we will
lease our country to political
parties like the AL and the BNP
for doing politics. 1 agree with the
views of the CPD analyst Dr.
Bhattacharya on havinga third
political force for healthy com-
petition.

AL leader Mr. Zillur Rahman
was talking about their policy for
development of future
Bangladesh. But the harsh truth is
that the nation couldn't get any
economic, health, education,
trade policy from their manifesto

atallunlike the ALpolicyin1967-

68 under Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, We think the present AL
or BNP has got no vision of
changing the gear of economics
and thereby poverty alleviationin
the next decade. We need tigers,
notfoxes. Sowe need new parties
with visions.

Although we are living abroad,
we want to actively participate in
the reconstruction of new
Bangladesh with changed gears
both from home and abroad.

We would request the media
to give accurate information.
Because there is a big gap here
and nonproductive and religious
political parlies are taking advan-
tage of people's ignorance.

Dr. Mohammad A Karim
General practitionen, Australia

One child policy

‘When 1 was an eight-year-old boy
in 1973, we started living in
Tajmahal Road, Mohammadpur.
1 can remember, only a few min-
utes walk from my home was the
present day Ring Road
{(Mohammadpur Shia mosque to
Shamali). At that time the road
was narrow, few people walked
along the road. On the other side
of the road was the river, we fre-
quently walked along the road
and saw the beautiful view of the
river and watched hundreds of
birdsinwinter. Thiswas changed
very rapidly, some real estate
companies started {0 grab the
land, filling it up, expanding the
residential areas. Now, countless
peoplelive inthat area.

The above is a picture of one
section of Dhaka city, The city is
expanding in such a way to
accommodate more and more
people coming from all comers of
the country. During the 70's and
the 80's power failure and water
shortage was not that acute. Now
groundwater level is going down
every year, due to over exploita-
tion. Openspaces are disappear-
ing atan alarming rate, low lands,
lakes are being filled up. After a

heavy rainfall, there are no ways

to drain the water. For the new

generation born after 1990, this is
becoming a hell. They cannot
believe that only 25 to 30 years
ago, we breathed clean air even
in present day Shahbag intersec-
tion. We could move all around
Dhaka by slow moving rickshaws
in quiet streets. Traffic jams
were seenonlyin certain areas,

In the last 35 years, population
has almost become doubled, and
still increasing at an alarming
rate. Within the next 15 years, the
population will reach approxi-
mately 200 million. It would be
very hard to feed so many people
in future; we have to spend huge
foreign currency only to buy food
for the people.

As population will also
increase in our meighboring
countries, they will start diverting
the river flow more and more to
grow more crops. Due to the
heavy burden of overpopulation
it would be impossible for us to
move forward. Overpopulation
will tarnish all our gains.

Now the question arises,
should we undertake the "One
Child Policy" for Bangladesh like
that of China? There should be a
serious debate on the issue. 1
think The Daily Star is a good
place for this debate to begin.
Sajjad Haidar
Mohhamadpur, Dhaka

The present government had decided to
prepare a new voter list by setting up
camps, instead of going house-to-house. 1
didn't find any problem with this deci-
sion, The EC had explained the difficul-
ties of going door-to-door with so many

Arrest of Abdul Jalil

Sheikh Hasina is condemning the
current government for arresting
Awami League General
Secretary, Abdul Jalil, and sug-
gesting that the present govern-
ment focus their anti-corruption
drive on the real corrupt individ-
uals. I could not agree more. For
once, at least one of our leaders
has made a valid point. So I would
request the present government
o immediately arrest all the BNP
and AL leaders who are known to
be corrupt,

Being the daughter of the
Father of the Nation does not
mean you own us. You do not
have the ability, nor the drive
necessary to be a good leader.
The same is true about Khaleda
Zin.

Wissam Rashid
One-mail

Thanks

T would like to offer my thanks
and appreciation to Shahnoor
Wahid, Senior Assistant Editor,
for his very. thought-provoking
write-up in The Daily Star, I'sin-
cerely hope that people will
spend some time every day
reflecting on the points raised by

o
Shahnoor and #ct g o
their abilities in o uild a
better future fi ngladesh and
beyond, e
AAl-Mahmood
One-mail e :
Tale of two Begums
Much has been &aid about the
"Two Begums of Bangladesh" in
the national and national
press. They both had their time
under the sun butfailed to shine.
Their contribution over the past

15 years is lagatar hartal, looting
the treasury, or promoting hooli-
ganism. Bangladesh's develop-
ment during this time is not
because of themy butin spite of
them, Under their leadership
Bangladesh became the number
one corrupt countty for five
yearsin arow. Yet, given a micro-
phone they loudly proclaim all
the wonderful things they have
done for the country. We have
seen what they can do for the
country and we don't like what
we have seen. )

1 urge the "Two Begums of
Bangladesh" to please leave the
country alone. '
SirajHaque
Houston, Tx. USA

On e-mail

delicate equipments. What the EC could
do was to setup as many ¢amps as possi-
ble in each polling area, so thatpeople do
not have to go too far to attend it
Shafiqul Islam 3
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Government of the People's Republic of Bangladegh- ;

Chief Adviser's Office
Board of Investment
Jiban Bima Tower
10, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka
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