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Bangladesh cricket
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In the one-day version you either lose or wi’

Al
K

n, there is nothing in-between. What is the

point of hanging around at the wicket, as Javed Omar usually does, to face 60-70 balls
for only for 20 or 30 odd runs in the name of giving a solid foundation if, in the end, you
lose the match? Bangladesh is now certainly in a position to win an ODI against any
team in the world on a particular day. That they are not consistent in their performance

is a different matter.

HUSAIN IMAM

HE second test of the two

Grameen phone test match

series between Bangladesh
and India, held at Dhaka Mirpur
Sher-e-Bangla stadium last weck
(May 25- 29), has been a nightmare
for Bangladesh cricket. The visitors
by a record margin of an innings
and 239 runs comprehensively
defeated them, in less than 3 days
of a5-daymatch.

The Bangladeshi tgers, given
their malent and potential, did not
deserve Such an ignominious
defeat. They are certainly a young,
talented team with potential. At the
moment, there is probably no
other team in the international
arena, with an average age of 23, as
talented and promising as the
‘Bangladeshiteam.

Not many countries in the world
of present day cricket have as many

young, talented and courageous
players, like Ashraf, Aftab, Shakib,
Mashralee, Shahadat and Rajjak, as
we have inthe Bangladesh team.

What they need are training
facilities, proper guidance, and
nurturing by a group of competent
and knowledgeable persons at the
helm of the affairs. Because they
are young, they are restless and
impatient,

It is for the seniors to help them

master the art of playing a test
match, which is all about talent,
technigque, temperament and
concentration. They have the
talent, but are not learning the
techniques quickly. They need to
masler the other two qualities --
lemperament and concentration --
sooner rather than later.
ifanybodyis to be blamed for the
miserable performance in the
recent test series against India,
especially in the second test, it is

firstly those who had decided to
keep Habibul Bashar Sumon in the
team alter his continuously poor
performance, firstin theWest Indies
seriesand then in theworld cup.
Secondly those who, in
extremely sultry weather and on a
batting-friendly pitch, decided to
field first after winning the toss. No
body having even a minimum level
of common sense, let alone a
cricketing brain, could have taken
such a suicidal decision, No won-
der Indian captain Rahul Dravid
was taken by surprise when skipper
Habibul Bashar decided to field
firstafter winning the toss.

. The consequence of that stupid
decisionwas instantly visible, After
fielding for a long one and a three
quarters days in scorching sun,
when the tigers came out to bat,
chasing a huge score of 610 for 3
dec,, they looked like dehydrated
mice with no strength to open their

eyes or move their feet. They

quickly lost 4 wickets for only 7

runs, The rest was a foregone con-
clusion.

I remember Indian cricket leg-
end Sunil Gavaskar, while com-
menting on the performance on
Sujan the then skipper of the
Bangladesh team, saying: "Sujan is
not bowling, he comes to bat at
number 8 or 9 because of his poor
form.Whyis he then in the team?Is
hethere onlytobeacaptain?”

The same question may proba-
bly be asked about Sumoen. He is
not a bowler. Nor is he great fielder.
Once he was certainly a fascinating
batsman. If we go by the statistics,
he is still the highest run scorer for
Bangladesh.

But now, at least for the last one
year, he has been out of form. Why
was he then in the team in the
present series against a powerful
team like India? Is it only to be a
skipper? As a skipper also, 1 would
say that he has been more promi-
nent because of lack of dynamism,
ingenuity and innovative ideas, not
to mention his poor and irrespon-
sible batting. 1 am sorry to say, in
the field he resembled an absent-
minded professor more than a
cricketcaptain.

A question may be asked of the

sclectors of the Bangladesh
cricket team as (o why Javed
Omar Bellim was included in the
0DI team in the recent series,
Bangladesh is no longer a min-
now, able to play a full 50-over
quotaand then going down in the
record as the loser,

In the one-day version you
cither ose or win, there is nothing
in-between, What is the point of
hanging around at the wicket, as
Javed Omar usually does, to face
60-70 balls for only for 20 o1 30 odd
runs in the name of giving a solid
foundation if, in the end, you lose
the match? Bangladesh is now
cerfainly in a position 10 win an
ODI against any team in the world
on & particular day. That they are
not consistent in their perfor-
manceisadifferentmatter.

We see in newspaper reports
that Habibul Bashar Suman has
decided to step down from the
captaincy of the Bangladesh
ODI team. He has taken the
right decision. He should, in
fact, step down from captaincy
of both the versions -- test and
ODI -- and work hard for a place
in the team as a batsman purely
on the basis of his batting per-
formance. 3

I believe he can still be @ thrilling

batsman and make significant
contributions, especially in the one-
day matches.With due respect to his
contributions to Bangladesh

cricket, T must say that it is probably
time for Javed Omar Belim to retire
from international cricket, and look
for a place in the management or

someother cricketrelated field,

Capl. Husain Imam is a freelance contributer lo
The Daily Star,

Much ado about voter list

MUSTAFIZUR RAHMAN
HE Constitution gives the
Election Commission the

T mandate to prepare an

duthentic and verifiable voter list,
without any exclusions, for each
constituency, As the election com-
missioners also point out, prepara-
tion of national 1D is not in their
mandate or jurisdiction. llﬁac:, a
project for preparing natidnal 1D
was taken up by the Ministry of
Home, but did not materialize.

To avoid occurence of proxy
votes, absentee votes by pre-
registered fake voters and multi-
ple-registered voters, the idea of a

svoter Dist with photographs has
now been well accepted. To pre-
empt ballot box stuffing, the idea of
transparent ballol boxes is being
explored.

To eliminate chances of declara-
tion of wrong or fabricated results,
the declaration of results at every
voling center is going o be
adopted. To avoid intimidation of
voters, the election code of con-
dust is being reviewed, and a
method for protection ol voters is
being devised. The Representation
of People Order (RPO) 1972 is being
amended 1o effectively curb indis-
cipline in, and disruption of, the
election:

The Election Cominission also
has themandate for delimitation of
conslituencies so that all votes
carry acceplably uniformweightin
each constituency. Flection isnot a
new exercise for Bangladesh, and
people know very well its impor-
tance and purpose. The problem
has been the betrayal of public
trust by the people entrusted with
the election process.

A voter list with photographs
just adds one item of biometrics, A
digital camera makes it a very
simple exercise. Even when the
digital camera was not available,
and the personal computer was not
in general use, correct voter lists

and national 1Ds had been pre-
parcd manually in many countries,
especially where the local govern-
ment system prevailed, family
registration system was practiced,
and individual citizen registration
wasinvogue.

If we speak of a nation, every
national must be identifiable by a
unique citizen number. The issue
seems to be bigjust because we are
going to start a system for the first
time without properly set institu-
tions, We shall have to do it, and we
shall have to set effective institu-
tinnsinplace.

The question of preparing voter
list by visiting door o door, or
asking the eligible voters 10 go to
camps for photographs, is coming
up again. We have paras, village,
union, upazilas, zilas, wards,
municipalities, towns, and city
corporations which people belong
Lo, Union parishad, wpazila
parishad and zila parishad have
elected local public representa-
tives. If the local government sys-
tem is made strictly non-party
based, they can guarantee authen-
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ticity of documents related to any
citizen orvoler.

Most city dwellers have their
origin or link in the rural areas,
though it may gradually change
aver coming decades. A record of
the permanent and present
addresses of all cilizens must be
maintained, One way is Lo register
all voters at their permanent
addresses, and transfer the regis-
tration to the present address at the
written request of the person con-
cerned.

The registration system may
require that any change of resi-
dencemust bereported to the local
office concerned, so that official
documents are transferred inter-
nallyasamalter of routine.

The citizen registration may be
recorded at the union or upazila
level. Allmembers of a family living
in Bangladesh or abroad (as
Bangladeshi citizens) should be
registered with permissible and
required information, including
photographs, without causing
infringement on privacy protected
by the Constitution or any law. No

information shall be recorded
without the knowledge of the
person concerned. The law, as in
most countries, may regulate the
protectionof privateinformation.

All births and deaths must be
registered within, say, 30 Lo 90 days,
This record is not with the Election
Commission. The Election
Commission shall ask the local
government authorities, through
the competent ministry, to furnish
the list with photographs or other
permissible biometrics of those
above cighteen years of age, asofa
certain date, to prepare the voler
list.

The Election Commission shall
prepare a voler list for any national
or local election, checkits authen-
ticity for each constituency and
correct the discrepancies, if any,
withintimationto thelocal govern-
mentoffice concerned,

Based on local governments'
citizen registration record, plastic
‘or other smart or IC multi-
functional cards may be issued. A
copy of the relevant part of the
voter list with photograph, which
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may serve as voter 1D for the time
being, may be sent by BC 10 each
voter by post or ather means, This
should be an important part of the
EC's entrusted service,

The EC seems to be inclined to
think that it is authorized to com-
mand the citizens to go here and
there for photograph or registra-
tion. It suggests a fine or imprison-
mentfor discouraging avoter from
registering,

A qualified citizen may be too
old to move, or may not feel like
taking the trouble, Some ladies
may not like to be photographed,
or cannot go out for such a pur-
pose. The EC is basically a service
institution, and it must first be
oriented toward providing servicels
to the free citizens ofa free nation.

Once the system of citizen regis-
tration is functional in five (o ten
years, it will become regular work
for the local governments to main-
tain records for providing various
services to the citizens, such as old
age pension, health insurance,
child healtheare, schooling, train-
ing, employment orientation,

education and re-education. ser-
vice, ete.

As the system is not yet in place,
the services of the armed forces
and volunteers may be necessary
to get the system operational in a
year or two, though it may take
decades for it to mature. This time
the process may need new equip-
ment and extra manpower, but
future voter list preparation will
nol involve any significant cost.
Themajor costis borne by the local
government, and it must given
sufficient funds and logistics in the
initial period.

Many may rightly think that the

- lodal 'government institutions-we -
" have may not be able to deliver the

resuft. A non-party local govern-
ment sysiem must be established
inthisopportune period.

For a healthy political system,
people must have a wide choice to
elect their representatives from.
Lack of money should not prevent
any capable person willing 1o serve
the people and the state if the
election campaign process is ratio-
nal and election campaign costs
can be brought down tothe equiva-
lent of, say, ten month's remunera-
tion.

The state may reimburse the
election cost of upto, say, Taka
three lac per constituency, in pro-
portion to votes earned by the
contesting candidates, This pay-
ment may continue every year
until the end of the term of the
parliament.

It is difficult to think of palitical
activities without political parties,
which, however, must be registered
juridical entities with their own
democratic constitutions, and
registered with the EC for election
purposes, They must account for
their earnings and expenses, under
certainrestrictions on fund raising,

Students or professional societ-
ies may be barred from using their
position for practicing politics of

any political party, Political parties
shall not violate other's rights, and
shall not call hairtal or disturb
public peace,

Parliament membership is
supposed to be a fulltime position,
All candidates must relinquish
their office of profit, if any. The
author has already some publica-
tions on the subject and improved
RPO1972.

The EC suggestion for inclusion
of 33 percent women executive
members in the party may not
merit any consideration. Ability
shall determine thelr position.
Party formation or registration,

and participation in’ ‘election,”

cannot be arbitrarily ‘restricted,
except when conflict of interest
mayarise.

The EC, with the help of law
enforcement and administative
agencies, shall condwtt election in
a peaceful aimosphere, but it may

not be given disproportionate

powers, An election review board
with judicial power may be estab-
lished to expeditiously dispose of
election law violation cases, and
cancel or reverse election results
forgrossviolation of election law,
Having done everything neces-

" sary for a fair election, is there any

guarantee that a government to
serve the people will be in charge?
The Constitution has built-in
scope for the government Lo give a
damn to the people, silence the
party members, harass the adver-
saries and trn the parliament
dysfunctional.

Unless the Constitution is
amended to eliminate all weakness
in management of the affairs of the
stale with people's interest at the
top, our future may again be hos-
tage at the hands of another group
quite soon. The author published a
number of papers on constitu-
tional amendments 10 safeguard
national interest for rapid develop-
menipeacefully.

Introduction of a Provision on
People’s Right of enactment on
direct initiative may provide the
people an alternative way of react-
ing to government misdeeds with-
out hartal. As readers may well
understangd, Jit is not elaborated

Jhere,

From discussions with the EC, it
is evident that local self-
government restructuring is not
within its mandate, though it
showed its support in principle. It
was nol optimistic about public
fund allacation for election cam-
paigns, or reimbursement of cost
to the candidates in proportion to
vowestecaivadi L il LAIW Sl |

We!must understand that the
merit shall outweigh the small cost
in eliminating present and future
money politics, before the trend
can be firmly rooted for escalation
of the growth of economy.

For desired long-term develop-

ment, we need systemic overhaul.
We must have the courage to say
that the administrative system that
dragged us backward, and kept us
that way for last 86 vears, is not fit
for development of a free nation,
We have 1o select and revamp our
policy instruments fo guide us to
our cherished goal in this unevenly
competitive world.

This is the time far us to get
together to launch the systemic
reform for developmentinitiatives,
We need fresh ideas about indus-
trial, educational, economic, fiscal
and monetary polities, we need
austerity for some time, and we
needlegal system overhaul,

The advisory council and the
president, backed by army, can
go into the depth of the prob-
lems to solve them with pational
vision and courage. | am confi-
dent all sensible and patriotic
people will look forward 1o it
withgreathope.

Dr. Mustafzur Rahman fs Chairnan of Instiuse of
Development Stratagy (10S),

Exit from Iraq should be through Iran

WiLLiaM E. Opom
NCUREASINGLY bogged down
in the sands of Trag, the US

thrashes about looking for an

honoralile exit. Restoring coopera-
tion between Washington and

Tehran is the single most impor-

tant step that could be taken to

rescue the US from its predicament
in Iraq. Understanding why
requires some historical reflection,

Since the mid-1950s, US policy
in the Milldie East and Persian Gulf
region was implicitly based on
three pillars -- Israel, Iran and
Saudi Arabia. As the British with-
drew, Washington established
nervous but lasting ties with Saudi
Arabia, Al the same time, the US
builtstrong relations with the shah
oflran,

After 1948, when it recognized
the new state of lIsrael, the US
slowly became a guarantor of that
new state's survival, London's role
in the entire region became mar-
ginal, especially alter the Suez
crisis in 1956, when President
Dwight Eisenhower abruptly
stopped the joint British-Israeli
military operation to seize the Suez

Canal. Thus by preventing any of
the three camps from overrunning
the other, the US provided regional
stability.

Whether American leaders
employed thisstrategy by design or
by trial and error is arguable. Al the
time, they were more concerned
with the Soviet challenge, trying to
organize the so-called "northern
tier," Le., with Turkey, Iran and
Pakistan, as a barrier to Soviet
influence. They probably did no
foresee they had undertaken an
equally demanding task of subli-
mating two major intra-regional
quarrels, virtually irresolvable
ones.

Although the Arab-Israel quarrel
is well known, the Persian-Arab
quarrel is poorly understbod. Iran
has long made claims on territorics
on the Arab side of the Gulf and
especially with Iraq over the Shatt-
al-Arab waterway at the mouth of
theTigrisRiver,

The Sunni-Shiite religious fis-
sure reinforces Persian-Arab ani-
maositics, but no less important is
theoldsense of cultural superiority
among the Jranians toward the

Arabs. By keeping strong diplo-
matic tiesin all three camps, the US
maintained regional stability with
limited military power.

Unfortunately, this strategy
collapsedwith the falloftheshahin
fran in 1979, President Jimmy
Carter conflronted a dilemma:
either 1o abandon the Persian Gulf
region, where the Soviet Union was
trying to exert more influenge, or to
restore the uld balance by-project-
ing considerable US military power
into theregion.

He chose the latter, what was
known as the Carter Doctrine after
Sovicet forces intervened in
Afghanistan. The US Central
Command, although it was only
one aspect of Carter's "Persian Gulf
Security Framework," became its
most visible part. Started in the
spring of 1479, it became opera-
tionalin carly 1981,

As a planner on the National
Security Council (NSC) stalf at the
time, 1 soon realized that restoring
ties with Iran, whether in a year or
two, or a decade, or much longer,
had 1o be the US goal. Only thus
could the US lower its military

COSLs.

Moreover, Iran shared strong
interests with the US that its revo-
lutionary fervor had obscured.
President Carter understood this.
So did President Ronald Reagan,
although his NSC stall's auempts
to re-establish informal ties were
ill-designed and clumsily exe-
cuted.

All subsequent presidents
understood ituntil GeorgeW., Bush,
By placing Iran on the "axis of evil"
list, threatening to change its
regime, he abandoned this strategy
outright. Had he not done so, he
might have secured tacit Iranian
support for his invasion of Irag,
given Tehran's desire for revenge
against Saddam Hussein'sinvasion
of lranin 1980.

Meetings just started between
US and Tranian envoys could rees-
tablish the basis for regional stabil-
ity that existed until 1979 and may
be the best hope for coniaining the
chaosthatthe USinvasion of Irag is
unleashing,

Unless the US convinces Iran to
play a cooperative role, the conflict
will spread, Indeed, fear of sectar-

ian violence spreading is why the
Saudi leadership, usually support-
ive of Washington, recently called
the US occupation of Iraqillegal.

Thus the US footing in the Arab
camp has been eroding, If that
continues, the costin increased US
military power to maintain Israel's
ultimate security will soon be
beyond US means. A rapproche-
ment with Iran, therefore, is the key
to restoring regional stability as the
USwithdraws from Irag,

Can it be reached? Yes, if the US
is willing to pay the price of drop-
ping its "all sticks" policy for stop-

ping Iran’s nuclear-weapons pro-

gram. Put plainly, the US has two
choices: Tt can have an Iran with
nuclear weapons that refuses to
cooperate on many shared inter-
ests, Or it can have an Iran with
nuclear weapons that is willing to
cooperate,

Tehran has as much interest in
stability in both Iraq and
Afghanistan as does Washington.
Both oppose Al Qaeda. Iran needs
US oil-production technology.
Greater Iranian oil and gas produc-
tion benefits the US. Iran's ties with

Russia are without historical prece-
dent and strained.

The US could offer more and
better technologies than Russia
provides Iran. Iran's record for
spreading radical Tslamic political
movements is more limited than is
generally realized. In fact, beyond
Hezbollah in Lebanon, and a few
terrorist groups trained by the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps
and directed toward Israel and
Iranian ¢migrés in Burope, it has
behaved conservatively, especially
in Central Asia and the Muslim
parts of the Caucasus.

Tran was hostile to the Taliban in
Afghanistan. And it does not like the
radical brands of Islam that Pakistan
sponsors with Arab money in
Afghanistan and Central Asia.

Iran realizes that although its
influence in fraq has increased
immensely, it faces limits, Once US
forces leave Traq, even Shiite Iragis
will view Persians with suspicion.
Moreover, Iran --_like Turkey, Irag
and Syria -- does not want an inde-
pendent Kurdish state, US cooper-
ation will be required to prevent
that.

Only nuclear weapons and

Hezbollah remain obstacles to US-
Iranian tacit cooperation. And Iran
will eventually acquire nuclear
weapons if it is determined to do
50, although not in less than a
decade.

The nation is less likely to go all
the way 10 exploding a nuclear
device if it has good ties with
Washington than if it does not.
Improved relations with the US will
inexorably reduce Iranian hostile
policies toward Israel.

Iran can't help but observe the
examples that the US has set with
India's and Pakistan's nuclear-
weapons programs, After opposing
both for years, Washington essen-
tially embraced both countries once
theyacquired nuclear weapons.

The lesson for both Iran and
North Korea is simple: acquire
nuclear weapons and the US will
not only stop threatening, regime
change,” but will also seek good
relations. Effectively the US has
demolished the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

Iran might settle for a security
guarantee against an Israeli
nuclear =trike. but ire feaye of

Pakistani- nuclear capability are
probably more acule -- especially
#s Al Qaeda, hiding in Pakistan, i
dedicated to the destruction of
Iran's Shiite-controlled regime and
openly calls on the US to bomb
Iran'snuclearfacilities.

Once this is understood, the
makings of a deal are swaightionr-
ward. The matter of Israel and
Hezbollah can probably be subl-
mated if Washington preemptively
dropsthenuclearissue, alongwithits
threattochange the regimein Iran.

The old "double-straddie”
strategy may once more be feasi-
ble, and most parties in the region
will be the beneficiaries, allowing
the US to begin the longgoad back
to restoring its credibiility as 2
regional balancer. The US has no
better way out of the cul-de-sac in
Iraq. And even then, the USneecs
European and Asian alliesto help.

Lieutenant General William E
Odom (Retired), US Army, is &
senior fellow with the Hudson
Institute and & professor at Yale
University.
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