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Advertising,Bank&markettiming
BANKS

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday 

Elephant Road-Friday 

Bishal Center-Friday 

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday 

Polwell Market-Friday 

BCS Computer City-Friday 

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.

Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday

Stadium Market-Friday 

Bangabazar Market-Friday

 National Museum-Thursday 

Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday 

Gausia Market-Tuesday 

Mouchak Market-Sunday

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-

Tuesdeay

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday

Eastern Plaza-Sunday

Farmview Super Market-Sunday 

Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday

Dhaka Zoo-Sunday 

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday

MARKET CLOSEDAD AGENCIES

Adcomm Ltd
9896600,9887665

Asiatic Marketing Communication 
Ltd
9892768,9893303

Bitopi Advertising
8053418

Expressions Ltd
9562380,9568326, 966481

Grey Advertising Bangladesh Ltd
8811541, 8827862, 9881689
Fax: 8811541

Interface Communications
9362624,8351148, Fax: 8314306 

Interspeed Advertising
8810675, 9891859

Mattra
8317456, 9331057, Fax: 9330556

Media Comm Ltd
8861521 (9 lines)

Unitrend Ltd
9124380-4

A Positive Advertising Ltd
8856598-9, 8837751-2

ART & CULTURAL CENTERS

Alliance Francaise De Dhaka 
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi, 
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557
Fax: 8616462, 
Email: infoafd@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy
Dhaka University Area, 
Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583, 
Fax: 8612352, Email: 
bacademy@citechco.net

Bangladesh Shishu Academy 
Old High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall), 
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council 
5, Fuller Road, Dhaka
Tel: 8618905-7, 8618867-8
Fax: 8613375
Email: 
dhaka.enquiries@bd.britishcouncil.org

German Cultural Center

House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax: 8110712

Indian Cultural Center

H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212

Tel: 8850141, Fax: 8850142

Nazrul Institute

House 330B, Road 28 (Old), 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051, 

Email: nazrulin@citecho.net

Russian Cultural Centre 

House-510, Road-7, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026, 

Email: roscult@accesstel.net

Shilpakala Academy

Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000

Tel: 9561709, 9562801-4

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts

House 275/F, Road 27, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com

Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex, 

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani

Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email: 

cezanne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery

House 58, Road 15A(New), 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9120125, Fax: 9115044, 

Email: office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4, 

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Tel: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agni.com

National Art Gallery

Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000

Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085, 

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.com

Shilpangan

House-25, Road-5, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery

F/33, DCC Super Market (1st Floor)

Gulshan-2 (North), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

Agrani Bank

9566153-54, 956616069, 9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank

7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd

 8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Citibank NA

9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd

9568537-39

Fax: 9561889

Eastern Bank Ltd

9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limited

9562878, PABX: 9560229, 

Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank

8011138, Fax: 8013559

Habib Bank Ltd

9555092, 9563043-5, Fax: 9561784

Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Ltd

95542402, 9563040, 9560099, Fax: 

9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd

9563020, 9562060, Fax: 9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd

9555141, 9570912-16,

Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank

9560000, 9560027-30, Fax: 9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited

9559333, 9560329

Fax: 9561213

National Bank Ltd

9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NCC Bank

9561902-4

Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Ltd

8015276, 8811417

Prime Bank Ltd

9567265, 9556282

Fax: 9567230

Shahjalal Bank Ltd

9570812, 9567435, Fax: 9557413

South East Bank

9550081, 9551411, Fax: 9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd

9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank

9550426-34

Fax: 9561410

The City Bank Limited

9565925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Ltd

9871095, 9871074, 9888068, Fax: 

4071094

Uttara Bank Ltd

9561438, 9551162-3, 

Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Ltd

9561580, Fax: 88-02-9560587

RAIHAN SABUKTAGIN

....................................................

About 20 percent of the Dhaka City 
Corporation (DCC) vehicular fleet 
is out of order, which is seriously 
disrupting day-to-day municipal 
services.

Services like waste manage-
ment, street lighting and pave-
ment maintenance are greatly 
hampered due to shortage of vehi-
cles, different DCC sources said.

They said corruption, mishan-
dling and mismanagement in the 
DCC transport department have 
put the city corporation authori-
ties into a helpless situation.

According to the DCC transport 
department, 393 vehicles of the 
city corporation are now in opera-
tion and 88 are at workshops for 
servicing.

However, DCC's documents of 
April 2007 show that the city cor-
poration has 547 vehicles. DCC 
sold 68 old vehicles in auction 
since 2002, sources said.

BM Enamul Hoque,  who 
recently joined as the head of the 
transport department, said about 
75 vehicles are used for carrying 
DCC staff but they need at least 

100 vehicles for this purpose.

For carrying wastes the DCC 
needs at least 300 vehicles but the 
transport department has only 150 
such vehicles in operation, 
Enamul added.

Apart from the shortage of 
transports, DCC is also facing a 
shortage of drivers. DCC has 348 
drivers against 355 positions while 
the requirement of drivers is not 
less than 400. 

Enamul said shortage of vehi-
cles and drivers hinder waste 
management of the city as well as 
the other municipal services that 
DCC provides. 

He said DCC might get some 
vehicles from Japanese donor 
agency Jica for waste manage-
ment of the city, which would 
ease the crisis. "But now it is hard 
for the corporation to maintain 
all the municipal services.” 

Interestingly, an information 
guide of DCC shows a list of 662 
vehicles. Enamul said at least 141 
equipments have been shown in 
the list as vehicles but equipment 
like generator, concrete mixer 
machine or stone crasher are not 
vehicles at all.

RIZANUZZAMAN LASKAR
....................................................

Authorities' efforts to streamline 
the public transportation system 
in Dhaka have done a little to 
ease public sufferings as drivers 
of taxi and CNG-run three-
wheelers continue to defy rules, 
charge outrageous fare and 
refuse to take trip as per passen-
gers' request.

Although the government 
recently introduced new struc-
tures of fare and drivers' daily 
payment to the owners, there are 
no rules to oblige the drivers to 
follow them. 

“As there are no specific laws 
on the violation of the rules of 
meter use in CNG-run vehicles, 
we have to penalise the offenders 
by applying existing general 
traffic regulations,” said Jashim 
Uddin, joint commissioner of 
traffic department. 

With rickshaws, city commu-
ters' favourite mode of transport, 
banned on several important 
thoroughfares of the city, com-
muters are left helpless and have 
little choice but to virtually beg 
the taxi drivers for taking them to 
destinations.

Nurul Islam, a student of 
Independent University and a 
resident of Dhanmondi road-6, 
was getting late for his exam and 
was desperately looking for 

transportation to his university 
on Wednesday. 

After requesting more than a 
dozen autorickshaw drivers to 
take him to his university at 
Uttara, one CNG autorickshaw 
driver finally agreed to take him 
for a fare of whooping Tk 180, 
three times the regular fare.

A n  i n f u r i a t e d  I s l a m  
approached the nearby police 
sergeant who ignored him saying 
that he would look into the mat-
ter later. “I had a midterm exam 
that morning and I virtually 
begged to them (CNG drivers) to 
take me in,” said Rashid. 

“The meters are meaningless 
and even if the drivers ask for the 
extra fare nobody is bothered by 
that and just complies with it,” he 
added.

Like Nurul Islam, thousands 
of commuters face the problem 
every day. Given the dimensions 
of the transpiration problem, 
travelling within the city is noth-
ing sort of a nightmare for the 
thousands of helpless commu-
ters, which is getting worse by 
the day. 

CNG-run vehicles carry the 
telephone numbers of the police 
control room on their back for 
the convenience of the passen-
gers to report complaints, but 
commuters alleged that com-

plaints comes to little use and is 
more of a nuisance.

“Filing complaints is more of a 
wastage of time as nobody seems 
to do anything. It seems more 
logical to just comply with the 
increased fare,” said a commu-
ter.

However, officials at Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police (DMP) 
control room told this corre-
spondent that that they receive 
around 10 to 15 complaints each 
day and take appropriate 
actions.

“We inform the nearest on-
duty sergeant to deal with the 
reported matter  and take 
action,” said Jamaluddin at the 
DMP control room.

“Usually it takes quite a bit of 
time for the on-duty sergeant to 
locate the spot, and may lose the 
complainant or the accused 
driver. Therefore, it may not be 
possible to take actions against 
the rules violators all the time,” 
he added.

Mohammad Selim, an on duty 
traffic sergeant at Sonargaon 
intersection told this correspon-
dent that they have to penalise 
the offenders by using section 
159 of the traffic act that is appli-
cable to all kinds of general traffic 
offences.

“Under this law the offenders 

are usually charged with a fine of 
Tk 50 to 500 for violation of traffic 
rules. Some vital cases require 
bail from the traffic courts in 
exchange of a fine of around Tk 
1,000 to Tk 1,500,” said Sergeant 
Selim.

“It would have been valuable 
if we had individual laws tailored 
just for the CNG fare related 
issues, then we could ensure 
public convenience more effec-
tively by giving a bold message to 
the offenders,” he added. 

While the city dwellers con-
tinue to suffer, the CNG-run 
vehicles drivers and owners 
blame each other for the exorbi-
tant fares. 

General excuses used by the 
drivers to defend their errant 
behaviour include high amount 
of daily deposits they pay to the 
vehicle owners and price hike of 
essentials, while the owners said 
the maintenance costs of the 
vehicles are very high.

S e v e r a l  C N G - r u n  
autorickshaw drivers said they 
are being compelled to pay an 
amount of Tk 550 to Tk 600 as 
daily deposit to the owners even 
though the government fixed the 
new ceiling at Tk 450, raising it 
from Tk 300.

Citing an example, some 
drivers alleged that a section of 

owners maintain two daily led-
gers --one showing Tk 450 as 
daily deposit from each driver 
while the other reads Tk 100 
under miscellaneous heads. 

“They (owners) threatened us 
not to disclose the actual amount 
of daily deposit we pay, other-
wise they would not let us drive 
the vehicles,” said Mamun, a 
taxicab driver.

Nazmul Hasan, owner of 10 
CNG three-wheelers from Uttara 
said, “Maintenance cost of the 
vehicles has increased tremen-
dously and we do have to make 
profit after bearing all the 
expenses. Therefore it's not 
possible to reduce the daily 
deposit.”

According to Jashim Uddin, 
DMP joint commissioner (traf-
fic), although traffic officials are 
doing their best to ease the com-
muters' sufferings, the fact that 
powerful associations of drivers 
and owners of the public trans-
port vehicles tend to override the 
normal enforcement of laws 
makes it immensely difficult.

“As it is not possible for the 
police alone to improve the 
entire system, the owners' asso-
ciations should come forward 
and offer some assistance to the 
traffic department to ease public 
sufferings,” he added.

Taxicabs, CNG three-wheelers 
always defiant 

DCC TRANSPORT POOL

Over 20 percent vehicles out of order 
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Waste management work of DCC, like many other services, is hampered due to shortage of vehicles.

FROM PAGE 21

Generally, a construction site may 
require tests of three to four borings 
involving around Tk 1 lakh if done at 
Buet, and only Tk 10,000 if done else-
where. 

Mayor of DCC Sadeque Hossain 
Khoka said the contactor did not do pil-
ing properly and the engineers responsi-
ble for the work did not monitor the con-
struction. 

"No we have to know the lapses 
through investigation of the expert team 
and then take action," he said. "I hope to 
remove the collapsed building and begin 
construction of a new one within a 
month or two."     

Meanwhile, the DCC suspended three 
of its engineers following the incident. 
They are executive engineer Mezbahul 
Karim, assistant engineer Mojibur 
Rahman and deputy assistant engineer 
Nirmal Chandra Dey.

Payment of the contractor Atiqullah 
Khoka of Atiq Construction Limited has 
been held up and the firm would black-
listed, the mayor said.  

Chairman of Rajuk KAM Haroon said 
though any person or organisation has to 
obtain approval of building plan from 
Rajuk within its jurisdiction, according 
to building rules of Rajuk, it has become 
a tradition not to obtain approval. 

It is a public knowledge that the gov-
ernment agencies have not complied 
with the rules so far, he said.  

The city mayor said in response that 

there is no need for DCC to obtain 
approval of building design from Rajuk 
because it is not in practice. 

Meanwhile, the existing old five-storey 
building of the colony has developed 
multiple cracks due to 'forced vibration' 
caused by the collapsed building. 

Shabita, whose tin-shed house is 
within three to four yards of the col-
lapsed building, narrated the Friday 
night incident. It was around 10:15 pm. 
Electricity went off. It was very dark all 
around. Within a few minutes, we heard 
a frightening big bang. Soon we discov-
ered the newly built building had broke 
down."

Panicked residents of the sweepers 
squatters raised a hue and cry and 
started running to and fro with a storm of 
dust and darkness all around. 

Dulari, one of the sixty families who 
were supposed to occupy the building on 
June 3, said, "I cannot even imagine what 
would have happened had it collapsed 
after we occupied the building."  

The new building is divided into two 
blocks with 30 rooms at each of them for 
60 sweeper families. The north block 
collapsed. 

The south block of the building is of 
same design, materials and on same soil. 
Swapan Das, another resident of the 
colony said that the contractor has not 
yet visited the site ever since the incident 
occurred. Construction began in May 
last year. 

Telltale accounts of negligence
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