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leaders and businessmen are still 
under the joint forces' custody and 
undergoing interrogation. The 
sources also said the joint forces are 
preparing to file graft cases against 
the detainees.

Meanwhile, the joint forces also 
raided the residences of a number of 
political leaders, including BNP 
leader and former state minister Maj 
(retd) Kamrul Islam, Dhaka City AL 
Acting President AKM Rahmatullah, 
AL leaders and former lawmakers 
Abul Hasnat Abdullah, Nure Alam 
Chowdhury Liton and former state 
minister Shahjahan Omar. None of 
the political leaders were present at 
homes at the time of the raids.

The joint forces members also 
searched the Gulshan house of 
Water Development Board engineer 
AKM Fazlur Rahman for three hours 
and seized a large amount of savings 
bond and money. Fazlur was not in 
the house during the raid.

Our Barisal and Patuakhali corre-
spondents report: A joint forces team 
raided two residences of former Air 
Force chief Altaf Hossain in 
Patuakhali and seized a shotgun and 
a rifle, 99 bullets, and 970 pieces of 
saree and 160 pieces of lungi of the 
government relief materials. Altaf 
was held from his Gulshan residence 
around 3:40am.

Barisal Mayor Majibor Rahman 
Sarwar was picked up from his 
Gulshan residence at about 9:30am. 
The crack forces raided his resi-
dences in Gulshan and Barisal and 
the city corporation office and seized 
four bullets, Tk 4 lakh, gold orna-
ments weighing 50 tola and some 
documents.

Sarwar and his wife Nasima 
Sarwar were taken to the Gulshan 
branch of Dutch Bangla Bank and 
seized documents kept in their 
reserved lockers in the bank. The 
joint forces sealed the lockers. 
Nasima was later released while 
Sarwar was taken to Rab-3 camp.

JALIL, BABAR, HASHEM
Motijheel police produced AL 

General Secretary Abdul Jalil before 
the court of Metropolitan Magistrate 
Shafique Anwar at 8:15pm with a 
prayer for seven-day remand.

Investigation officer (IO) of the 
case and Officer-in-Charge (OC) of 
Motijheel Police Station Nasirul 
Alam mentioned in the forwarding 
report that Jalil accumulated a huge 
amount of wealth and money 
through corruption being the party 
general secretary. He had also been 
delivering provocative statements 
over the last few days to destabilise 
the country's political situation. So, 
he needs to be interrogated in 
remand.

The defence lawyers argued for 
cancellation of the remand prayer.

After hearing both the sides, the 
court granted a four-day remand for 
Jalil.

The same court also remanded 
Babar for four days after IO of the 
case and Gulshan Police Station OC 
Obaidul Haque produced him 
before it with a prayer for seven-day 
remand.

In the forwarding report, the IO 
mentioned that when he was in 
charge of the home ministry Babar 
acquired a huge amount of money 
and wealth by means of looting and 
corruption. Terming Babar corrupt 
and plunderer, the report said four 
firearms including an illegal one 
were recovered from his house 
during his arrest. He has caused 
serious damage to the country's 
economy and disrupted public 
safety, the report added.

Sub-Inspector Salahuddin of 
Gulshan Police Station submitted 
the forwarding report of Partex 
Group Chairman MA Hashem 
before the court seeking seven days' 
remand.

In the forwarding report, the IO 
mentioned that Hashem accumu-
lated a huge amount of money and 
properties through abuse of power, 
irregularities and corruption. The 
report also accused Hashem of 
grabbing land properties.

The court granted four-day 
remand for him.

Jalil, Babar and Hashem were 
arrested under section 16(2) of the 
Emergency Power Rules. There were 
also proposals for 30 days' detention 
for Babar and Hashem.

Our court correspondent reports: 
Gulshan police produced Altaf 
before the court of Metropolitan 
Magistrate Shafique Anwar at 
4:10pm.

In the forwarding report, the 
police mentioned that Altaf acquired 
a huge amount of money and prop-
erties through corruption and using 
influence when he was the com-
merce minister. Besides, he violated 
the provisions of the Emergency 
Power Rules and got involved in 
destructive activities.

The report said Altaf was arrested 
to restrain him from such activities.

After hearing the court ordered to 
send Altaf to jail.

The same court earlier ordered to 
send Patal to the central jail after 
Khilgaon police produced him 
before the court at 3:00pm.

In the forwarding report, the IO of 
the case mentioned that Patal dis-
rupted public safety and was 
involved in destabilising the country, 
subversive activities and in corrup-
tion.

Dhanmondi police produced AL 
leader Rafiqul Islam before 
Metropolitan Magistrate MA Salam's 
court at 3:00pm.

The IO in his forwarding report 
mentioned that Rafiqul and his 
associates tried to destabilise the 
country, violating the Emergency 
Power Rules.

CBA leader Mollah Abul Kalam 
Azad, an upper division assistant of 
the Water Development Board 
arrested early yesterday, was also 
sent to Dhaka Central Jail yesterday 
with recommendation for 30 days' 
detention after he was produced 
before a Dhaka court.

In the forwarding report, Gulshan 
police mentioned that despite being 
an upper division assistant Kalam 
acquired crores of taka through 
unbridled corruption.

Our correspondent in Sylhet 
adds:  Detained Sylhet  City  
Corporation Mayor Badar Uddin 
Ahmed Kamran was sent to jail 
yesterday.

The joint forces raided Kamran's 
residence in Chhararpar area early 
yesterday and seized some docu-
ments, a bottle of alcoholic beverage, 
Tk 1 lakh and savings bond worth Tk 
35 lakh.

Kamran was earlier arrested on 
April 6 after the District and Sessions 
Judge's court the previous day issued 
arrest warrant against 19 people, 
including the mayor, in the much-
talked-about Sylhet kitchen market 
graft case.

He was released on May 8 after 
obtaining a two-month ad interim 
bail from a High Court bench on 
April 30.

A case was filed against Kamran 
with the Sylhet Kotwali Police Station 
yesterday following the recovery of 
alcoholic beverage from his house.

UNB adds: The police seized two 
guns and 50 rounds of bullet from the 
house of former BNP MP Reza 
A h m e d  B a c h c h u  M o l l a h  a t  
Taragunia in Kushtia town on 
Monday night.

The law enforcers raided Reza's 
house shortly before midnight but 
the former lawmaker was not at 
home at that time.
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Purchase body
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Earlier, the purchase body rejected 
the Bogra project along with six other 
proposals for installation of trailer 
and skid mounted power plants 
citing faulty bidding processes.

Sources said, the government 
approved the Bogra power project to 
avoid any legal battle with the com-
pany GBB Limited as the Bangladesh 
Power Development Board has 
already signed a power purchase 
agreement with it. The government 
had no other option but to review its 
earlier decision, an official said.

Yesterday's meeting decisions 
also include filling up of Purbachal 
Housing Project of Rajuk. "Tk 62 
crore will be spent for the project and 
the work has been given to 12 differ-
ent groups," a cabinet division 
official said. 

Another project of Tk 25 crore was 
approved to appoint three consul-
tant firms for the Urban Health Care 
Project.
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spokesman in Berlin told AFP. 
Britain's Foreign Office also said it 

was urgently checking the reports 
after the BBC said five Britons were 
believed to be among a group of 
Westerners kidnapped in the Iraqi 
capital. 

"We're aware of reports that a 
group of Western nationals has been 
taken in Baghdad," a spokesman told 
AFP, adding the situation was 
unclear, with reports speaking of 
Germans, Britons or Americans. 

"We're urgently looking into the 
reports." 

The security official said four men 
were taken out at gunpoint and 
driven off by men wearing the new 
uniforms of the national police, a 
heavily-armed paramilitary unit 
under the interior ministry. 

A Western security source, how-
ever, described the victims as one 
expert and three bodyguards. 

In 2006, Baghdad went through a 
rash of kidnappings by large num-
bers of men wearing military-style 

uniforms, particularly those of the 
national police. The units were then 
issued new uniforms to distinguish 
them from criminals. 

In February, a 61-year-old 
German woman married to an Iraqi, 
and her 20-year-old son were seized 
in Baghdad. 

Thirty-three people were also 
killed in bomb attacks barely an hour 
apart in Baghdad, which is in the grip 
of a bombing campaign by insur-
gents bent on fomenting sectarian 
violence between the Iraq capital's 
rival Sunni and Shia factions and on 
undermining a 14-week-old US and 
Iraqi security plan. 

A car bomb exploded outside a 
Shia prayer hall in southwestern 
Baghdad, killing 21 people and 
wounding 53 according to medical 
officials. 

Survivors told Yarmuk hospital 
officials that the car exploded outside 
the al-Imma Husseiniya, a Shia 
prayer hall in the mixed Sunni-Shia 
neighbourhood of Amil. 

Twin bombings 

British CDC
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Tanjong holds 55 percent shares of 
Pendekar Energy and Saudi com-
pany Aljomaih Automotive Co 
owns the remaining.

CDC Globeleq purchased the 
Haripur and Meghnaghat plants 
from US company AES and 
acquired the NEPC barge-mount 
power plant in 2003.

The Tanjong website says the 
company aims at a growth based 
on power generation and the deal 
will establish its presence in 
Bangladesh subject to government 
approval.

The completion of the proposed 
acquisition has been targeted for 
the third quarter of 2007.
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corruption suspect list of 50 people 
in February, it made it mandatory 
for those on the list and not in jail to 
submit their wealth statement in 
person. This time, however, there is 
no such obligation.

In February when some top graft 
s u s p e c t s  w e n t  t o  t h e  A C C  
Segunbagicha head office to submit 
their wealth statements, the joint 
forces arrested them after submis-
sion of their statement.

ACC sources said after comple-
tion of all procedures they served 
notices yesterday afternoon. 

Six BNP and five Awami League 
(AL) leaders are on the list. 
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain, 
Anwar Hossain Manju, Shahjahan 
Siraj, Obaidul Quader, Syed Abul 
Hossain, and Ziaul Haq Zia are 
among the former ministers and 
state ministers listed as graft sus-
pects. 

Besides, four ex-MPs--AL's 
Sheikh Helal (Sheikh Hasina's 
cousin), Kamal Ahmed Majumder, 
Habibur Rahman Mollah and the 
BNP's MAH Selim alias Silver Selim-
-and BNP-backed ward commis-
sioner and film actor Monwar 
Hossain Dipjol will also be served 
with the notice. 

Of the civil servants and profes-
sionals, ex-chief engineer of Public 
Works Department AFM Monjurul 
Islam, former chief forest conserva-
tor Munshi Anwarul Islam, ex-
additional inspector general of 
police Shahidullah Khan, Public 
Service Commission member Prof 
Mahfuzur Rahman, and General 
Secretary of Bangladesh Medical 
Association (BMA) and a pro-BNP 
doctors' leader AZM Zahid Hossain 
will also be asked to declare their 
assets. 

Three businessmen--Obaedul 
Karim of Orion Group, AK Azad of 
Hamim Group and Editor and 
P u b l i s h e r  o f  B a n g l a  d a i l y  
Janakantha Atiqullah Khan Masud-
-will also be asked to turn in their 
wealth statements. 

Shamim Iskandar used to be a 
technical officer of the state-run 
Bangladesh Biman. He emigrated to 
Canada with his family in January. 
Later, when he returned to Dhaka to 
submit his resignation, he was not 
allowed to leave the country. 

ACC on Sunday in its meeting 
decided to serve notices on the 21 

top graft suspects. On that day, ACC 
C h a i r m a n  H a s a n  M a s h h u d  
Chowdhury said, "The ACC believes 
the source of wealth of these people 
is not honest. If they can prove 
otherwise, there will be no action 
against them. But we will sue them if 
we have enough evidence that they 
are dishonest." 

ACC sources said the list was 
made based on preliminary investi-
gations that gave the commission 
reasons to believe that the 21 indi-
viduals have amassed quite a for-
tune through illegal means. 

Various taskforces under the 
national coordination committee to 
combat corruption and crime 
submitted findings of their inquiries 
to the ACC on April 20. 

On February 18, the anti-graft 
body asked 50 graft suspects to 
submit their wealth statements 
within 72 hours. The names came 
from 420 people who were primarily 
listed as graft suspects in February. 

National dailies published a 
second list of 50 graft suspects on 
March 8. The latest 21 names derive 
from there. 

The ACC chairman said on 
Sunday, "The list will expand fur-
ther. Don't think this is the end." 
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modestly with programmes cur-
tailed because of the state of emer-
gency.

Zia was assassinated on this day 
in 1981 by a group of disgruntled 
army officers at the Chittagong 
Circuit House.

President Iajuddin Ahmed, Chief 
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed and the 
chiefs of three services will pay 
tributes to the memory of the late 
president at his grave. Speaker Jamir 
Uddin Sircar and Deputy Speaker 
Akhter Hamid Siddique will also 
place wreaths.

The BNP will  observe its 
founder's death anniversary at a time 
when many of its senior leaders, 
including Zia's son and BNP Senior 
Joint Secretary General Tarique 
Rahman, are in jail on charges of 
corruption. Party Chairperson 
Khaleda Zia is also facing criticism 
from some influential party leaders 
for practising dynastic politics and 
wielding absolute power.

The BNP has chalked out limited 
programmes, including placing 
wreaths at Zia's grave, offering 
Fateha and organising Milad Mahfil, 
as the government did not allow it to 
organise elaborate programmes. 
The party did not also get permission 
to hold discussion meetings as it 
does every year.

"The 26th death anniversary of 
Ziaur Rahman is going to be 
observed in a low-key manner due to 
the state of emergency and ban on 
indoor politics," a party press release 
said yesterday.

BNP Chairperson and former 
prime minister Khaleda Zia will place 
wreath at Zia's grave at 10:00am and 
will offer Fateha. She will also attend 
a Milad Mahfil there.

According to a government 
decision, 150 party leaders will be 
allowed to accompany Khaleda at 
most.

Leaders, activists and workers of 
BNP and its front organisations will 
be allowed to pay tribute at Zia's 
grave in a disciplined manner but 
they will not be allowed to bring any 
poster, banner and festoon and 
chant slogans.

All offices of BNP and its front 
organisations will keep the national 
and party flags hoisted at half-mast 
and a black flag atop. Local BNP units 
will finalise their programmes after 
consulting with the administration.

BNP Secretary General Abdul 
Mannan Bhuiyan in a statement 
yesterday urged all party leaders and 
workers to pay tribute to Zia in a 
disciplined and peaceful manner. He 
also urged the people to pray for the 
departed soul of Zia.

Zia's death anniversary 

21 graft suspects

Dhaka unhappy 
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stress once again that our institu-
tional mechanisms for bilateral 
consultations remain constantly 
engaged on this and other mat-
ters."

The Indian media reported that 
on May 27,  Indian Union State 
Minister for Home Sriprakash 
Jaiswal told the press that ULFA is 
not only running camps in 
Bangladeshi territories but is also 
being 'nourished' here.

Jaiswal was quoted by the 
Indian media as saying, "India is 
continuously putting pressure on 
the Bangladesh government to 
keep watch and contain activity of 
ULFA, but the counterpart govern-
ment seems to be little reluctant or 
weak to cooperate us.”Jadid threatens 
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powerful organisation, none 
should take it lightly," it added.

The other installations the 
militant outfit threatened to bomb 
include the National Museum, 
Chittagong airport,  Jamuna 
Multipurpose Bridge, TV stations, 
Radio centres, and offices and 
publication points of different 
national newspapers.

Mainul
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to speak about them.

About Hasina's remarks that the 
government's ongoing drive is 
against politics, not corruption, the 
adviser said he is not interested to 
make any comment on any politi-
cian's remark. 

"Politicians make their observa-
tions and it is their responsibility. I 
don't want to comment about their 
remarks," he said.

Asked about the reasons behind 
the arrest of senior Awami League 
leaders, he said, "You can go to the 
Anti-Corruption Commission and 
the home ministry for information 
about that.”

Bashundara
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He said the process is underway to 
get back another Tk 824 crore.

Earlier, the Anti-Corruption 
Commission asked Bashundhara 
Group Chairman Ahmed Akbar 
Sobhan to submit his wealth state-
ment suspecting him as a corrupt 
businessman. But, Sobhan did not 
comply and went into hiding.

Discharge duties
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They have helped restore peace in 
many war-torn parts of the globe and 
have ushered in an era of hope in 
societies which had only known 
despair, the CA stated.

"Our peacekeeping activities 
have also enormously contributed to 
our diplomatic relations. Countries 
in which our soldiers and policemen 
have operated have become linked 
to us. These linkages have found 
fruition in close bonds," he said.

"It is our hope that friendship that 
have been forged will be reflected in 
increasing economic and commer-
cial ties and this will help develop-
ment of those countries as well as of 
ourselves." 

He said participation in peace-
keeping has been a priority compo-
nent of Bangladesh's foreign policy 
and has satisfied its objective of 
partnering with the UN in furthering 
the aspirations of the world body. 

It has been demonstrated to the 
world that despite many and varied 
limitations of Bangladesh, it is a 
positive player in the international 
scene. "Indeed we pledge to remain 
so every possible way." 

"Our patriotic armed forces have 
set values, norms, and standards 
wherever they have gone. These are 
evident in their role when today, in 
Bangladesh itself, they have stood 
rock solid in support of the caretaker 
government,” the head of the care-
taker government told his audience.

The chief adviser noted that the 
professionalism that Bangladesh 
troops and policemen have shown in 
the peacekeeping operations has 
been widely acclaimed, and partici-
pation has also "sharpened and 
honed our own skill".

"This has further strengthened 
our readiness to defend our mother-
land, should the need arise," he said.

The chief advisor reiterated 
government commitment to mod-
ernise the armed forces. "They 
should be appropriately equipped. 
This will enable us to respond more 
effectively to the peacekeeping 
needs of the United Nations," he 
said.

He recalled the supreme sacri-
fices of the troops in UN peacekeep-
ing missions and said, "Their deaths 
cannot, must not, go in vain.”

Brig Gen Mahbub Haider Khan 
conducted a multimedia presenta-
tion titled "Bangladesh in UN Peace 
Support Operation", projecting 
operations and role of members of 
the armed forces and police in UN 
peacekeeping missions.

A video documentary on opera-
tion and performance of the 
Bangladeshi UN peacekeepers was 
also screened at the function.

HC sets hearing 
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years-old cases against the for-
mer premier. 

Deputy Attorney General  
Golam Mohammad Chowdhury 
on Monday petitioned an HC 
bench for the hearing dates. 

Earlier in 2003, the HC stayed 
proceedings of the cases in 
response to her appeals. 

The now defunct Bureau of 
Anti-Corruption filed a case for 
irregularities in the MiG-29 pur-
chase against Hasina and four 
others with the Tejgaon Police 
Station on December 11, 2001. 
The following year it filed another 
graft case against her and five 
others with the same police sta-
tion. The second case relates to 
frigate purchase.

During her stint as the prime 
minister between 1996 and 2001, 
the government procured eight 
MiG-29 fighters from Russia for 
the air force and a frigate from 
South Korea for the navy. 

I n  t h e  f i r s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
reports, the complainant alleged 
that the government had to incur 
a loss of Tk 447 crore in the buy-
ing of frigate and Tk 700 crore in 
eight MiG-29s. 

In 2003, charges were pressed 
against Hasina and others in the 
two cases and charge sheets were 
submitted before the court.

The HC on May 16 set July 25 to 
hear the AL chief's petition for 
cancelling the proceedings in the 
f o u r - a n d - a - h a l f - y e a r  o l d  
Meghnaghat Power plant graft 
case against her.

Hasina criticises
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She demanded immediate elections 
as she felt that "the time limit for the 
state of emergency has expired". She 
made the comments while speaking 
to the press after her visit to the 
Mujibunnessa Eye Hospital for 
check-up.

Hasina said, "People who are 
truly corrupt need to be arrested. 
Why are they not being arrested? 
T h e y  a r e  f r e e l y  r o a m i n g  
around...arrest them, not the politi-
cians who have spent days in the 
streets fighting for the people."

"The time for an emergency has 
ended. We want democracy; we 
want people's right to vote because it 
is the people who have the power. 
They can never suppress people's 
wishes, but it seems like that is what 
they want to do," Hasina said.

"They have not been able to bring 
down the prices of essentials. 
Nothing is being done about that. 
Instead, arrests, tortures... as if they 
are trying to distract people by creat-
ing a state of fear," she said, adding, 
"This game will not last long."

"It is not even clear what they 
want to do. The country cannot 
continue under this suffocating 
environment," the AL chief said.

She said, "Those of us who have 
struggled in the streets in rain and 
storms and endured police beatings; 
it seems those are the people who are 
suffering the greatest repression."

Referring to the arrest of her 
cousin Sheikh Selim, Hasina said 
that Selim's mother is sick and she 
was surprised at the manner the 
house was being searched under the 
circumstances.

Hasina  v is i ted  her  aunt ,  
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman's sister, Asia Khatun at the 
Sikder Medical College later last 
night.

During the day yesterday, Matia 
Chowdhury, Abdul Latif Siddiqui, 
Saber Hossain Chowdhury, Mostafa 
Jalal Mohiuddin, Syed Ashraful Islam 
and Prof Abdul Mannan paid visits to 
Hasina.

Hasina was scheduled to visit 
Tungipara, Gopalganj to commemo-
rate her grand mother's death anni-
versary this morning but her trip was 
deferred to a later date, AL sources 
said.

Russia test-
launches
new ballistic 
missile 
AP, Moscow

Russia yesterday test-launched a 
new intercontinental ballistic 
missile, apparently developed 
secretly, that a top government 
official said could penetrate any 
defense system, Russian news 
agencies reported.

The missile would modernize 
Russia's stockpile at a time of rising 
tensions with the West.

"As of today Russia has new 
(missiles) that are capable of over-
coming any existing or future 
missile defense systems," ITAR-
Tass quoted First Deputy Prime 
Minister Sergei Ivanov as saying. 
"So in terms of defense and secu-
rity Russian can look calmly to the 
country's future."

President Vladimir Putin and 
Ivanov, a former defense minister 
seen as a potential candidate to 
succeed the Russian leader in 
elections next year, have repeat-
edly said their country would 
continue to improve its nuclear 
weapons systems and respond to 
U.S. plans to deploy a missile 
defense system in Europe.

The missile capable of carrying 
multiple independent warheads 
was fired from a mobile launcher at 
the Plesetsk launch in northwest-
ern Russia, and its test warhead 
landed on target about 3,400 miles 
a w a y  o n  t h e  F a r  E a s t e r n  
Kamchatka Peninsula, according 
to a statement from Russian 
Strategic Missile Forces.

Ivanov said Russia also success-
fully tested a tactical cruise missile.
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political parties, contributing to the 
rise of recent confrontational politi-
cal environment in the country, said 
competent sources in various law 
enforcement agencies. Till August 
31, 2006 the police arrested as many 
as 1,23,566 political activists most of 
whom were implicated in various 
false cases, the sources said.  

The role played by Babar 
changed the direction of the investi-
gation of the fatal August 21, 2004 
bomb attack on an Awami League 
rally in the capital, intelligence 
sources said. 

Although the 2004 attack had 
been marked as one of the biggest 
terror attacks on a political party 
leaving 23 persons including senior 
AL leaders killed and 300 others 
injured, the police made no prog-
ress in the investigation. Then on 
August 2006, the police came up 
with a so-called confession of one 
Judge Mia stating that a group of 
ordinary criminals had orches-
trated the attack. Since then, the 
investigation has died down. It was 
subsequently reported in the media 
that behind the scene the Criminal 
Investigation Department (CID) of 
police was subsidising the regular 
expenses of Judge Mia's family, the 
sources said.

Babar also played a questionable 
role in the investigation of the 
biggest ever incident of arms smug-
gling in the country, the sources 
added.  In April 2004 10 truck loads 
of arms and ammunition were 
intercepted by law enforcers while 
being smuggled. The investigators 
never made any progress as Babar 
reportedly made the police file a 
'simpler case'. Investigators were 
never asked to find out who had 
been involved in the smuggling and 
where the cache was being taken to -
- rather Babar directly discouraged 
the law enforcers from proceeding 
with the investigation, according to 
police officials involved in the case.

Babar also allegedly silenced the 
Bogra arms haul case. Although a 
huge cache of bullets and explosives 
was recovered from a truck in Bogra, 
investigation regarding the haul 
stalled within a few months with 
some significant arrests.

He also played a significant role 
in the rise of executed Jamaatul 
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) 
leader Bangla Bhai in North Bengal 
in 2004, intelligence sources said. 
While the media was reporting 
about the atrocities of Bangla Bhai, 
Babar denied the existence of 
Islamist militants to the media. The 
then police super of Rajshahi, 
Masud Mia, was openly cooperat-
ing with Bangla Bhai in his killing 
missions. The other police officer 
who sheltered Bangla Bhai -- the 
then deputy inspector of Rajshahi 
police Nur Mohammad -- was 
promoted to the position of an 
additional inspector general 
superceding officers senior to him.

During his five years in the home 
ministry, Babar spearheaded pur-
chase of motor vehicles worth a few 
thousand crores of taka for Rapid 
Action Battalion (Rab), police and 

the fire brigade, the ministry offi-
cials said. 

In 2005, ahead of the Saarc 
summit in the capital, the govern-
ment decided to procure 1970 cars 
with Tk 121 crore of government 
finance and some foreign funds. 
The police headquarters floated a 
tender in which 16 importers partic-
ipated. But at the last moment, 
through a circular, the authorities 
changed the conditions of bidding 
in such a way that allowed only two 
importers to participate. That 
prompted the other bidders to lodge 
complaints with the government 
alleging corruption in the bidding 
process, but that did not work. 
Finally the vehicles were mainly 
procured from Pacific Motors, 
owned by the then foreign minister 
M Morshed Khan, the home minis-
try sources said.

Born in 1958, Babar was an 
unknown face when he was first 
elected to the parliament in 1991. 
He was involved with import and 
other businesses throughout the 
nineties, maintaining a low profile.

After he became a member of the 
parliament for the second time in 
2001, the then prime minister 
Khaleda Zia made him the state 
minister for home affairs on request 
from Tarique Rahman. Although 
initially now detained Altaf Hossain 
Chowdhury was the full minister for 
some time, Babar was assertive 
from the beginning, the ministry 
sources said.

Police sources said Babar made 
sure that only he took the decisions 
regarding transfers and postings in 
the police department for the levels 
from constables to high officials. 
And that control helped him to 
institutionalise partisanship at all 
levels of the police department.

In June 2006, 700 constables 
were made assistant sub-inspectors 
and each of them paid bribes of Tk 
1.5 lakh to Tk 2 lakh, the sources 
said. Bribes were also taken from 
police officers interested in joining 
the UN peace keeping missions, 
added the sources.

Babar also unduly modified the 
training courses for police officers, 
claimed the sources. A one-year 
training course for assistant super-
intendents of police (ASP) was 
slashed down to nine months and 
another one-year training course 
for sub-inspectors was reduced to 
six months, the sources said.

The sources also alleged that 
Babar influenced the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) to recruit 200 
ASPs whose only qualification was 
that they were involved in the poli-
tics of the ruling party of the time. 
Again, those ASPs also allegedly had 
to pay bribes to get the jobs. 

While revamping the police 
department by changing their 
uniforms, Babar dropped a boat 
from the police monogram which 
the department had inherited from 
the colonial British Raj, the police 
sources said. The move was viewed 
by many as a manifestation of deep 
anti-Awami League sentiment of 
Babar.

Babar's litany 

Nadim Mostafa
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other demanded Tk 1 lakh in toll 
from Maria Union Chairman Molla 
Hasan Imam Faruk on the election 
day of the union council on July 14, 
2003. 

As Faruk refused to oblige, 
Nadim's accomplices prevented 
Faruk's followers from going to the 
p o l l i n g  c e n t r e s .  T h e y  a l s o  
launched an attack on the villagers, 
leaving many of them injured. 

Of the injured, two villagers--
Sekandar Ali and Zamal--filed the 
case with police station on April 24, 
accusing 20 people. 

On May 18, police pressed 
charges against 18 people, drop-
ping names of three for lack of 
evidence. 

Earlier, Nadim Mostafa did not 
respond to the similar notices 
issued by two other courts in sepa-
rate cases for abetting militants of 
t h e  o u t l a w e d  J a m a ' a t u l  
Mujahideen Bangladesh. The 
courts began trial on May 10.

ETV on list 
of approved 
channels 
UNB, Dhaka

Ekushey Television Ltd (ETV) has 
been put in the list of the approved 
satellite TV channels, said an infor-
mation ministry handout yesterday.

Mamun alleges 
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wrote a statement.

He read out, "At 12:30am on 
January 31, I was arrested at one of 
my acquaintances' house along 
with the two staff accompanying 
me and the house owner. They got 
us into a car, blindfolded. Shortly 
afterwards, I could tell from their 
telephone conversation that we 
were crossing the Hotel Sheraton. 
After 10 to 12 minutes, I was taken 
out of the car and led to a room. 
There, a doctor came and checked 
my health."

"On February 6, I gave the joint 
forces an account of my wealth. But 
they did not believe me and grilled 
me again. 

On March 6, they took me and 
my staff to a site, threatening to kill 
us in crossfire. Soon, I was sepa-
rated from the other two and heard 
a gunshot. Frightened, I told them 
that what I had said earlier was true 
and that I hid nothing.

In the morning of March 25, 
they videotaped an interrogation 
about my wealth. I promised them 
that I would say everything in the 
court. 

I thought I would be taken to the 
court on March 26. But after roam-
ing the streets, I was taken to my 
house. I realised that I was home 
only after they had removed the 
handcuffs and the hood from my 
face. Out of fear, my wife and the 
children were huddling in a room 
at that time. As I was sporting a 
beard, none could recognise me. 
My wife fainted at the sight of me. I 
had to convince her that I was 
Mamun.

The joint forces then told me 
that I'd better stay here and spend 
some time with my family. While I 
was talking to my family, a police-
man came and said that they had 
found a firearm in my bedroom. At 
that time, at least 90 people includ-
ing the Rab and police were in my 
house.

I was in their custody between 
January 31 and March 26. After 
March 26, I was taken into their 
custody again, this on a 50-day 
remand. This is why I could not 
submit my wealth statement."

The court asked Mamun if he 
could name any supporting wit-
nesses. Mentioning names of 
d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l  d a i l i e s ,  
Mamun's lawyer pleaded the court 
to allow him to invite editors of the 
newspapers as supporting witness.

These newspapers mentioned 
had run reports on Mamun's arrest 
by the joint forces. The court 
accepted his plea and adjourned 
the hearing of the case till Thursday 
noon.

Meanwhile, witnesses in the 
case against former state minister 
Mir Nasiruddin continued deposi-
tions yesterday while those in the 
case of Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir 
began theirs.

Jalil, Babar, Hashem
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house situated in the upscale area of 
Gulshan in the capital. It is the first 
instance of recovering such a large 
scale expensive property from a high 
profile corruption suspect since the 
ongoing anti-corruption drive 
started in February.  

The house at the address of 
Holding # 6 on Road # 53 in Gulshan, 
had initially been allotted to Harris 
Chwodhury in 2002 when he had 
been the political secretary to former 
prime minister Khaleda Zia, with the 
rank and status of a state minister. 
Harris liked the house so much that 
he started to make plans to acquire it 
permanently, a source close to Harris 
family said. 

As part of his plans he influenced 
Rajuk to mark the house as aban-
doned with help from former hous-
ing and public works minister Mirza 
Abbas. Abusing his power, Harris 
later influenced Rajuk to allot the 
house to some Fakir Mahbub Anam 
alias Swapan. Mirza Abbas not only 
allotted the house to his party man 
but also influenced Rajuk to devalue 
the price of the house. Rajuk officials 
evaluated the house only at Tk 5.34 
crore but the task force probe com-
mittee now estimates the price at no 
less than Tk 40 crore. 

Harris Chowdhury bought the 

Forest boss held
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been keeping an eye on him for 
the last couple of days, he added. 

The joint forces conducted a 
thorough search of the house and 
seized Tk 92.9 lakh, US$1,300 and 
Indonesian rupees 3,000.

When the law enforcers asked 
Osman about the money, he was 
silent for some time and then 
passed out.  

The OC also said that they 
have information that Osman has 
a locker in the Dhanmondi 
branch of Standard Chartered 
Bank and they would take him 
there to check the locker.

The joint forces will interro-
gate the Forest Department head 
about his source of income, he 
added.

Harris house 
one-storey house from Rajuk in 2004 
and added another floor to it follow-
ing the allotment. He also renovated 
and beautified the house extensively. 
To avoid any legal problem Harris 
also arranged to transfer the power of 
attorney of the house to his younger 
brother Emran Hossain Chwodhury.

There are allegations that the 
house was renovated with govern-
ment fund also. 

Harris Chwodhury and his family 
had been living in the house until the 
current interim government took 
over the reins of the country. Now 
Harris is convicted in absentia in a 
graft case and sentenced to three 
years imprisonment for not submit-
ting his wealth statements to the 
Anti-corruption Commission (ACC). 
The authorities are now preparing to 
file some more graft cases against 
him for acquiring a large number of 
properties illegally at home and 
abroad. 

When the interim government 
took over power, Harris Chowdhury 
went into hiding and his family left 
the house abandoned. Members of 
the joint forces along with forest 
officials seized a pair of pew fowls 
and an Infinity luxury sports utility 
vehicle which he had received as a 
bribe from Orion Group for awarding 
the company the construction 
contract of Gulistan-Jatrabari flyover 
in the capital. So far the task force and 
the ACC investigators found assets 
worth more than Tk 22.5 crore of 
Harris Chowdhury that are dispro-
portionate to his known source 
income.  

Most of those assets are under the 
names of others.   

The original allottee of the house 
Fakir Mahbub Aanam applied to the 
government on May 6 this year 
pleading to be allowed to surrender 
the house to it. 

The original allottee, in his appli-
cation to the secretary to the housing 
and public works ministry men-
tioned that the house had been 
allotted to him but it is not really his 
house. Harris Chowdhury owned the 
house and himself paid for the 
expenses for getting it and renovat-
ing it. 

Following the allotment on 
October 15, 2004 Harris and his 
family were living in the house, Fakir 
mentioned in his letter adding that 
he was keen to surrender the house 
to the government and was ready 
help the government regarding the 
repossession.

The government formed a probe 
committee to look into the culture of 
corruption allegedly plaguing Rajuk 
as well as the corruption of Mirza 
Abbas. The Gulshan house is one of 
the 18 government houses Mirza 
Abbas sold to his peers for a nominal 
price when he was the housing and 
public works minister.   

The probe committee also found 
that the house is situated on a total of 
22.8 kathas of land, and according to 
the present value of lands in 
Gulshan, the price of the house is no 
less than Tk 40 crore, a member of the 
inquiry committee said. 

The joint forces investigated the 
case and initiated a process of get the 
house back for Rajuk. First they 
arranged to nullify the power of 
attorney, then they completed the 
process of registration yesterday.  

"The original allottee came to my 
office and signed the deed of surren-
der yesterday afternoon," AKM 
Harun, the chairman of Rajuk, told 
The Daily Star last night.  

The Rajuk chairman said the 
Public Works Department will take 
over the house and the housing 
ministry will decide what to do with 
it. 

It was the first case to recover 
such huge land property from any 
high profile politicians since the 
present government started their 
anti corruption drive. 
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