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cell phones in banks

Police also offer free escort during transportation of large sums of money

RIZANUZZAMAN LASKAR

Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP)
has imposed a ban on the use of
mobile phones in all banks in the
city to ensure security in bank trans-
actions and safe transportation of
bigger sums of money.

In a meeting held at the DMP
headquarters on Thursday, authori-
ties decided to ask the banks to
ensure that their clients switch off
their mobile sets during the transac-
tionhours.

The ban was imposed following
the brutal killing of a young man
during an armed robbery at
Dhanmondi earlier on Thursday.

“Use of mobile phones have been
prohibited from all the banks to putan
end to the escalating incidents of
robberies and muggings that have
been taking in front of the banks,” said
Nayeem Ahmed, DMP Commissioner
inapressnotereleased by DMP.

Law enforcing authorities also
confirmed that special police
escorts would be provided on
request by clients or bankers in the
33 city police stations.

In the wake of the ever-
increasing incidents of mugging
incidents, the anti-crime agencies
are finding themselves one step
behind the criminals due to flimsy
intelligence and lack of proper
manpower, claimed police sources.

According to sources, more than
125 cases of muggings have been
reported during the course of the

The ban was imposed following the brutal kill-
ing of a young man during an armed robbery
at Dhanmondi earlier on Thursday. “Use of
mobile phones have been prohibited from all
the banks to put an end to the escalating inci-
dents of robberies and muggings that have
been taking in front of the banks,” said
Nayeem Ahmed, DMP Commissioner in a
press note released by DMP

last six months while around 12
sophisticated mugging cases were
reported across the Dhaka city
during the first quarter of May. Many
more remain unreported.

A Source from the Ramna divi-
sion of the Dhaka metropolitan
police told this correspondent that
18 and 19 cases of muggings were
reported in the 5 police stations in
Ramna during the months of
February and March respectively,
which were quite high compared to
10 cases of muggings reported in
January.

“There is no denying that inci-
dents of muggings and robberies
have almost doubled in the last
couple of months,” said Sub
Inspector Nahida Akhter from
Ramna Police Station.

It is especially in the past few
weeks when prominent city areas

suchas Dhanmondiand Uttara have
seen a number of brutal and menac-
ing mugging incidents take place in
front of banks.

The situation became only more
ominous when a brutal mugging
incident took place in front of the Sat
Masjid road branch of National
Credit and Commerce bank at
Dhanmondi when a young man was
killed in broad daylight, which
finally forced the police to take
tangible measures.

Thepolicesuspectthattheinforma-
tion of withdrawing the money might
have been leaked out from inside the
bank facilities through the means of
cellularphones.

“It is quite apparent that vital
information on big transactions leak
from inside the banks through
mobile phones, which plays a huge
role in the robberies that take place

later,” said Munshi Shahabuddin,
staff official from the police com-
missioner's office.

“We would request the bank
authorities to ensure that nobody
gets to carry mobile phones inside
the bank facilities, they have to
submit their mobile sets in the
entrance,” said Shahabuddin. The
ban does not however incorporate
staffs of banks.

“Bank authorities would also be
requested to inform the police about
unusually big transactions, or if any
client refuses to take police escorts,”
headded.

The banks will also be requested
to install close circuit cameras along
with metal detectors and other
security devices to have a closer eye
on the preceding, said DMP sources.

“We also have decided to ask the
banks to install close circuit cameras
to monitor the proceedings inside
the bank, along with metal detectors
to ensure proper security mea-
sures,” headded.

The police authorities also
decided to keep an escort team
standby at each of the city's 33 police
stations to respond to the calls from
banksand clients.

DMP officials urged city dwellers
to ask for police escorts during
transportation of large sums within
the city for security.

Brutal killing prompts ban on
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The spot of the brutal killing in Dhanmondi where a young man emerging from a bank was shot dead by muggers.
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An illuminated Nagar Bhaban: Good news at last.
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Fair bidding doubles DCC income

RAIHAN SABUKTAGIN

Fairness in tender bidding has
almost doubled Dhaka City
Corporation's (DCC) income this
year from the lease of two bus
stops at Sayedabad and Joykali
Mandir.

Maliha Enterprise, which got
the one-year lease of these two
bus stops this year, will pay the
city corporation about Tk 19,000 a
day as against around Tk 12,000
lastyear.

DCC sources said the revenue
from this kind of lease in the past
was less because of widespread
irregularities in bidding and
politicalinfluence.

DCC Mayor Sadeque Hossain
Khoka expressed satisfaction over
the amount of revenue to be
collected from these bus stops.
"We are happy with the increase.
The key reason for this increase
is the prevailing political sce-

DCC Mayor Sadeque Hossain Khoka expressed
satisfaction over the amount of revenue to be
collected from these bus stops. "We are happy
with the increase. The key reason for this increase
is the prevailing political scenario," he said. The
mayor also said that DCC's tax collection is now
going on smoothly and the sufferings of people
have reduced. “At least people are not forced to
bribe now in the changed situation. Even the
most corrupt officials are fearing to take bribe.”
Asked if politics was in the past a hindrance to
smooth collection of revenue, the mayor who is a
leader of BNP, said, “It is hard to say"

nario," he said.

The mayor also said that DCC's
tax collection is now going on
smoothly and the sufferings of

people have reduced. “At least
people are not forced to bribe now
in the changed situation. Even the
most corrupt officials are fearing

to take bribe.”

Asked if politics was in the past
a hindrance to smooth collection
of revenue, the mayor who is a
leader of BNP, said, “It is hard to
say."

He however explained that
yearly 15 to 20 percent increase of
revenue from any kind of bidding
isnormal.

The open tender bidding took
place at the DCC on Thursday.
This correspondent was present
there and all the 9 bidders told
Star City that the while tender
process was fair and transparent.
They expressed satisfaction over
the fairness of the bidding.

The second highest bidder,
Shafiul Azam, was also happy to
see the tender process. “I could
not win the contract, but I must
say this is remarkable. This fair-
ness is the result of the interim
government's bold stance against
corruption.”

At 1:00pm on the day, the
tender box was closed and half an
hour latter it was opened in front
of all the participants. For main-
taining transparency, BM Enamul
Hoque, who conducted the bid-
ding, showed every bidding pro-
posaltoall the participants.

Enamul, who recently joined
the transport department of DCC
as general manager, told Star City
that the bidding was very compet-
itive. He said the fairness and
transparency in tender have not
only increased income but also
boosted DCC'simage.

Sources said the city corpora-
tion is going to hold tender bid-
ding for other city bus stops and
inter-district terminals within a
veryshort time.

Enamul expressed hope that if
they could arrange fair tender
bidding for leasing out these
terminals, the city corporation's
incomewill increase remarkably.
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Alliance Francaise De Dhaka
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557

Fax: 8616462,

Email: infoafd@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy

Dhaka University Area,

Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583,
Fax: 8612352, Email:
bacademy@citechco.net

Bangladesh Shishu Academy
0ld High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall),
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council

5, Fuller Road, Dhaka

Tel: 8618905-7, 8618867-8

Fax: 8613375

Email:
dhaka.enquiries@bd.britishcouncil.org

German Cultural Center
House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax: 8110712

Indian Cultural Center
H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 8850141, Fax: 8850142

Nazrul Institute

House 3308, Road 28 (Old),
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051,
Email: nazrulin@citecho.net

Russian Cultural Centre
House-510, Road-7,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026,

Email: roscult@accesstel.net

Shilpakala Academy
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9561709, 9562801-4

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
House 275/F, Road 27,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com
Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex,

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani
Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email:
cezanne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery

House 58, Road 15A(New),
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9120125, Fax: 9115044,
Email: office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4,

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Tel: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agni.com

National Art Gallery
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085,

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.com

Shilpangan
House-25, Road-5,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,
Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery
F/33, DCC Super Market (1st Floor)
Gulshan-2 (North), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

Sank&markettiming

Agrani Bank
9566153-54, 956616069, 9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank
7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd
8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Citibank NA
9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd
9568537-39
Fax: 9561889

Eastern Bank Ltd
9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limited
9562878, PABX: 9560229,
Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank
8011138, Fax: 8013559

Habib Bank Ltd

9555092, 9563043-5, Fax: 9561784

Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Ltd
95542402, 9563040, 9560099, Fax:
9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd
9563020, 9562060, Fax: 9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd
9555141, 9570912-16,
Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank
9560000, 9560027-30, Fax: 9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited
9559333, 9560329
Fax: 9561213

National Bank Ltd
9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NCC Bank
9561902-4
Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Ltd

8015276, 8811417

Prime Bank Ltd
9567265, 9556282
Fax: 9567230

Shahjalal Bank Ltd
9570812, 9567435, Fax: 9557413

South East Bank
9550081, 9551411, Fax: 9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd
9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank
9550426-34
Fax: 9561410

The City Bank Limited
9565925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Ltd
9871095, 9871074, 9888068, Fax:
4071094

Uttara Bank Ltd
9561438, 9551162-3,
Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Ltd
9561580, Fax: 88-02-9560587

MARKET CLOSED

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday
Elephant Road-Friday

Bishal Center-Friday

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday
Polwell Market-Friday

BCS Computer City-Friday

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.
Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday
Stadium Market-Friday
Bangabazar Market-Friday
National Museum-Thursday
Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday

Gausia Market-Tuesday
Mouchak Market-Sunday
Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-
Tuesdeay

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday
Eastern Plaza-Sunday
Farmview Super Market-Sunday
Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday
Dhaka Zoo-Sunday

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday
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