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Deschamps 
resigns! 
INTERNET, undated

Sky TG24 claims that Juventus 
Coach Didier Deschamps has 
resigned, although he will be on the 
bench against Mantova.

The tactician's future at the club 
has been up in the air for several 
weeks, as different members of the 
Board of Directors gave opposing 
comments on whether he was the 
right man for the job.

Deschamps took the Bianconeri 
to promotion despite a nine-point 
penalty, but has reportedly clashed 
with director of sport Alessio Secco, 
disagreeing over transfer policy.

A meeting with general manager 
Jean Claude Blanc seems to have 
tipped the situation over the edge 
and his resignation was verbally 
accepted, according to Sky TG24.

So far there is no official confir-
mation, but the reports claim that 
they failed to agree over extending 
his contract, which runs until June 
2008.

With what was essentially a 
season to deliver or be fired, 
Deschamps chose not to enter into a 
campaign with such uncertainty 
hanging over his head.

Spanish newspaper reports this 
week suggested that Fabio Capello 
was preparing a return to the 
Juventus bench, but considering 
the brusque manner in which he left 
after the Calciopoli scandal broke 
and the bad blood with the fans and 
captain Alessandro Del Piero, this 
seems highly unlikely.

World Cup winning Italy boss 
Marcello Lippi is another potential 
candidate, although French news-
paper 'L'Equipe' insists he is in fact 
challenging Deschamps for the 
role of coach at Lyon following 
Gerard Houllier's resignation.

Quaresma 
closes door 
on Bayern
INTERNET, undated

Porto winger Ricardo Quaresma 
has rubbished reports he could 
move to Bayern Munich

The Portugal international has 
been linked with a move away from 
the Estadio do Dragao, and caught 
the eye of a host of Europe's top 
clubs with some scintillating dis-
plays in the Champions League last 
season.

Bayern were rumoured to be 
keen on recruiting the player as 
part of their overhaul of the team, 
though Quaresma revealed a move 
to the Bundesliga is not on his 
agenda.

It's very cold in Germany and 
not every player would like to play 
in  the  Bundesl iga,  he  told  
Portuguese daily O Jogo.

Although we're clearly talking 
about a big club, I am not really 
interested. I don't want to go to 
Bayern.

Quaresma revealed his prefer-
ence would be to move to Spain, 
Italy or England.

Alonso races to 
Monaco pole
INTERNET, undated

Fernando Alonso stormed pole 
position for the Monaco Grand Prix 
after producing a scintillating lap 
right at the end of qualifying.

The double world champion 
lapped the track in 1:15.726 -- two 
tenths quicker than his rookie 
teammate Lewis Hamilton to claim 
his first pole position since joining 
McLaren as the British team locked 
out the front row.

The 25-year-old Spaniard was 
no doubt helped on his way when 
Hamilton encountered Mark 
Webber's Red Bull on his last flying 
lap and lost vital tenths of a second 
passing the Australian.

Felipe Massa could not make it 
six poles in seven races, but a great 
late lap popped him up from sev-
enth to a useful third, ahead of the 
Giancarlo Fisichella and Nico 
Rosberg, both of whom enjoyed 
their best qualifying performances 
of the year for Renault and 
Williams.

Webber was sixth with the BMW 
Saubers of Nick Heidfeld and 
Robert Kubica on the fourth row 
and the Hondas of  Rubens 
Barrichello and Britain's Jenson 
Button completing the top ten.

Button was fortunate to get into 
the top-ten shoot-out at all, having 
been only 11th fastest in second 
qualifying, but benefited when 
David Coulthard -- eighth in Q2 -- 
had his times deleted for holding 
up Heikki Kovalainen's Renault, 
leaving him 16th.

That was just one place behind 
Kimi Raikkonen, who clipped the 
barrier while entering the second 
part of the swimming pool com-
plex and broke his Ferrari's front-
right suspension arm, leaving him 
with a difficult race in prospect.

Britain's Anthony Davidson 
failed to make it out of first qualify-
ing and will start 17th for Super 
Aguri, while Spyker's Christijan 
Albers suffered a hydraulic failure in 
the same session, leaving him last.

INTERNET, undated 

Massimo Ambrosini has apolo-
gised for holding a banner insult-
ing Inter as Milan staged a huge 
celebration at San Siro on Friday 
night.

The club continues its festivities 
after beating Liverpool 2-1 to lift 
the Champions League for the 
seventh time on Wednesday in 
Athens.

Upon their return to Milan on 
Thursday, the team paraded 
through the city in an open top bus 
and Ambrosini was spotted hold-
ing a banner urging Inter to 'Stick 
your Scudetto…'

“Those who have celebrated 
straight after a great sporting 
success know that you can let 
yourself go and fall into a climate of 
fun,” wrote the midfielder in an 
open letter of apology on the club's 

official website.

“That is absolutely all it was, 
good natured fun. Football is not 
just official statements and good 
manners spoken through gritted 
teeth. Between lads who play 
football there is often an exchange 
of jokey insults that is never meant 
to be offensive.

“I am perfectly aware that I was 
silly and apologise to everyone. It 
was a gesture made in a moment of 
euphoria and I hope it will not 
cancel the image of a fair and cor-
rect professional that I have always 
had in my 15-year career.”

The rivalry between the 'Cugini' 
rose to new heights this month 
when Inter figures including coach 
Roberto Mancini,  president 
Massimo Moratti and captain 
Javier Zanetti said they would not 
support Milan in the Champions 
League and that they would be 
“irritated” to have their Scudetto 
party “ruined” by a European Cup 
celebration.

“All of us Milanisti have an 
Interista friend and vice versa,” 
c o n t i n u e d  A m b r o s i n i .  “ W e  
exchange a few chants at a dis-
tance, but that doesn't mean there 
is no respect. If anything, the Milan 
derby has traditionally been the 
fairest and probably the only game 
where Milan and Inter fans go to 
the stadium together. That is how it 
must remain, without rancour.”

The evening at San Siro on 
Friday night night saw fireworks 
and entertainment for the fans, 
including Coach Carlo Ancelotti 
singing.

However -- and not due to the 
vocal talents of their tactician -- a 
section of the fans in the Curva Sud 
staged a protest during the celebra-
tion.

They at first turned their backs 
on the party, then left the area. 
They were protesting at the arrest 
this week of seven Milan Ultras, 
accused of attempted extortion 
against the club.

Ambrosini seeks apology
INTERNET, undated 

David Beckham told the 'Gazzetta 
dello Sport' that the toughest deci-
sion of his career was turning down 
Milan to join LA Galaxy and explains 
why Antonio Cassano is “crazy.”

The Real Madrid man's contract 
expires next month and in January he 
was free to negotiate with a number 
of clubs.

Milan announced they had been 
his number one option if Becks had 
decided to stay in Europe and the 
player admits that is true.

“It was not easy to say no to Milan, 
one of the best clubs in the world. 
The squad, the coach, the president, 
the city and then Ronaldo went there 
too. It was a very tough choice,” said 
the England international who today 
received a surprise recall from Steve 
McClaren for the friendly against 
Brazil and Euro 2008 qualifier in 
Estonia.

“I was honoured, flattered and 
tempted. But I had to think about my 
family and wanted a different chal-
lenge.

“I am well aware that football in 
the States cannot be compared to 
that in Europe, but I see it as a chal-
lenge. I am not just going there to 
play, I am an ambassador for a move-

ment.

“I would have liked to play in Serie 
A. Italy is a country I love because it 
has everything -- great football, great 
players, the best food in the world, 
wine, fashion, countryside. Last year 
I was in Portofino and have often 
gone to Tuscany. We even thought of 
getting a house there.”

Former Real teammate Ronaldo 
was celebrating the Champions 
League trophy in Athens and 
Beckham could have been there with 
him.

“It was a deserved success, espe-
cially considering everything they 
did during the season. The second 
leg against Manchester United was 
the perfect performance. Milan play 
great football, work hard, score 
fantastic goals and have extraordi-
nary talents like Kaka.”

Liverpool felt they were unfortu-
nate after losing the final 2-1 on 
Wednesday, but Beckham does not 
see it that way.

“Liverpool know it too, Milan 
played better in Athens and they 
won. Filippo Inzaghi has scored 
extraordinary goals, important goals 
and fortunate goals. But you cannot 
talk about luck really in his case -- he 
has been hitting the back of the net all 
his life and is to be admired.”

The race for the Ballon d'Or is 
Milan-heavy this year and captain 
Paolo Maldini is in the running.

“He deserves to challenge for it 
with Kaka and Cristiano Ronaldo. 
Anyone who at the age of 39 is playing 
in a club like Milan and has the 
respect that Maldini commands 
deserves to win. But it will be diffi-
cult.”

Beckham is a teammate of cur-
rent European and World Player of 
the Year Fabio Cannavaro and 
another Italian talent, Antonio 
Cassano, at Real.

“They are very different, both 
great lads. Cassano is crazy, but he's 
also one of the nicest people I've ever 
met. He is always happy, ready to 
laugh and joke around, not to men-
tion a real talent. I'd like him to play 
more.

“Cannavaro is one of the best 
defenders I have ever known. We got 
on well off the field as well, we're 
good friends.”

The same cannot be said of Coach 
Fabio Capello, who often clashed 
with Beckham at the Bernabeu and 
froze him out after he signed for LA 
Galaxy.

“He is one of the greatest manag-
ers in the world. Whatever you may 
say about him, his career speaks for 
itself. He is a winner, someone who 
believes in his players and is on our 
side. These are qualities you could 
see despite the problems within the 
club.”

I wanted Milan: Beckham 

Houllier to 
leave Lyon
AFP, Lyon

Club coach Gerard Houllier will 
leave six-time French champions 
Lyon at the end of the season, Lyon 
president Jean-Michel Aulas 
announced Friday. 

Aulas praised Houllier for the 
work he had done during the last 
two years to ensure Lyon contin-
ued to be one of Europe's top clubs. 

"Gerard (Houllier) asked me on 
Wednesday night to let him leave 
so that he could take a sabbatical," 
Aulas said at a press conference. 
"On reflexion, I accepted his deci-
sion to go." 

Saturday's match against rele-
gated Nantes will be his last at the 
helm of the team. 

The former Lens, Paris Saint 
Germain and Liverpool manager 
led Lyon to two French league wins 
and to last year's quarterfinals of 
the Champions League. 

Houllier himself said: "I think 
we have done very well but it has 
come to the point where I would 
need to commit for another three 
years and it doesn't feel right. 

"I think it's better to leave now 
for a lot of positive reasons rather 
than to hang on." 

Houllier, who denied there was 
any tensions within the club which 
brought about his departure, 
added: "This separation has been 
amicable and I would like to con-
firm I have a good rapport with 
Jean-Michel Aulas." 

He said he would not be going to 
another club. "My decision to leave 
has nothing to do with people or 
my health," he continued. "I'm in 
top form and Lyon has even rejuve-
nated me. I just need to take stock 
and I will not be going to other 
clubs." 

THE INDEPENDENT 

Tottenham Hotspur last night 
confirmed the signing of Wales 
left-back Gareth Bale  from 
Southampton for an undisclosed 
fee. The 17-year-old was close to 
joining Spurs during the last trans-
fer window but stayed at St Mary's 
and helped George Burley's side 
into the Championship play-offs. 

M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d  h a d  
expressed an interest in the Wales 
teenager in January, with their 
manager, Sir Alex Ferguson, admit-
ting Spurs were ahead of them in 
the race for Bale's signature.

Although Bale has been linked 
with United, and also Arsenal, 
since Southampton's promotion 
hopes ended, Spurs have moved 
quickly following the completion 
of the season as they did a year ago 
when signing the Bulgarian striker 
Dimitar Berbatov.

" I  w a n t  t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  
Premiership, Tottenham is a club 
pushing forward and I want to be 
part of its future," said Bale.

Bale put himself in the spotlight 
at the start of the season with a 
stunning free-kick against Derby 
County, followed up with another 
set-piece against Coventry three 
days later.

He is the youngest player to 
have been capped by Wales and, 
despite being deployed at full-back 
so far in his fledgling career, has 

Spurs sign Bale

been tipped to emulate Ryan Giggs 
if he is developed into a winger.

The Tottenham manager,  
Martin Jol, is looking to strengthen 
the left flank of his team, so Bale 
could be played in defence or 
midfield. Bale's instinct to push 
forward made him Southampton's 
most influential attacker as they 
sought promotion.

Burley, the Southampton man-
ager, wanted to keep Bale at the 
club for another year to ensure he 
gets regular first-team football.

Bale's former Southampton 
room-mate Theo Walcott has seen 
his chances limited since moving 
to Arsenal but Bale is expected to 
challenge for a regular starting 
place at White Hart Lane, particu-
larly with Spurs' problems on the 
left flank during the season.The 
move is also consistent with Spurs' 
policy of buying the best young 
British talent when possible.

Jol had six players in the 
England B squad for the friendly 
against Albania last night, while 
Tom Huddlestone is in the Under-
21s squad for the European 
Championships next month in the 
Netherlands.

Spurs'  sport ing director ,  
Damien Comolli, added: "We have 
been following Gareth for a long 
time now and have been very 
tenacious, so we are absolutely 
delighted to get him here.

"He is a player of great quality 
and, as we always say, our aim in 
each window is to improve the 
quality of the squad.

"Gareth has great physical 
attributes, he is tall, good in the air 
and has a fantastic left foot. He is 
very good on set pieces, he is clever 
on the ball and his passing selec-
tion is excellent. He has the ideal 
combination to become a top, top 
player and he is only 17."

GARETH BALE

AFP, Berlin

French midfielder Franck Ribery is 
set to join Bayern Munich this sum-
mer, a source close to the club 
revealed on Friday, in a deal believed 
to be worth 15 millions euros (20 
million US dollars). 

The attacking midfielder, 24, 
could switch from Marseille to the 
German giants and the holder of 16 
caps earned his reputation as one of 
the star performers at last year's 
World Cup, when the French made 
the final. 

Bayern denied on Friday after-
noon they had agreed terms with 
Ribery, but they acknowledged 
interest in the former Galatasaray star. 

"We are interested in signing him, 
but there is no agreement either with 
him or with the club," said Bayern 
manager Uli Hoeness. 

The player's  agent  Alain 
Migliaccio flatly denied a deal had 
been struck, but Bayern have been 
known to be chasing the Frenchman 
for several weeks. 

Bayern set to take Ribery 
With the nine million euros 

transfer of German international 
defender Marcell Jansen from 
Borussia Moenchengladbach con-
firmed on Friday, the club will have 
splashed out 24 million euros (32 
million US dollars) to bolster their 
squad if the Ribery deal is confirmed. 

After Bayern finished fourth in the 
Bundesliga last season, their worst 
performance for more than ten 
years, coach Ottmar Hitzfeld has 
promised sweeping changes in a 
bid to bring success back to the 
German giants. 

FRANCK RIBERY
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Spanish McLaren-Mercedes driver Fernando Alonso celebrates in the Monte Carlo racetrack on Saturday after 
finishing on pole for the Monaco Grand Prix.

PHOTO: AFP

French coach Gerard Houllier is displayed on screens as he delivers a press conference on Friday in the central town of Lyon, to announce his decision to 
quit French champions at the end of the season. 

INTERNET, undated

The P r e m i e r  
L e a g u e  h a v e  
told Sheffield 
United their  
share in the top 
flight will be 
t a k e n  f r o m  

them next week if the club fail to 
relinquish it voluntarily. 

Relegated United are refusing 
to relinquish their Premiership 
share as the Carlos Tevez saga 
rumbles on. 

However, Premier League 
officials have said if the Blades 
maintain their stance their share 
will be taken from them. 

'If Sheffield United do not 
return the share, Premier League 
rules mean that it will be unilater-
ally transferred to a promoted 
club and this will happen at our 
AGM this coming Thursday,' a 

Premier League spokesman told 
PA Sport. 

The Premier League this week 
agreed to set up an arbitration 
tribunal to rule on United's com-
plaints over the Tevez affair. 

They have conceded the Blades 
do have the right to call for an 
arbitration panel - but told the 
relegated club they are wasting 
their time and money. 

The Blades, relegated on the 
final day of the season after a 
home defeat to Wigan, responded 
today by refusing to return their 
share of the Premier League which 
all top flight clubs are entitled to. 

'Sheffield United has con-
firmed that it has refused a request 
by the Premier League to deliver 
up its share in the Premier 
League,' said a club statement. 

'All Premier League clubs are 
entitled to a share in the League 
itself, and Sheffield United's 

position is that until the arbitra-
tion looking into the Tevez matter 
i s  r e s o l v e d ,  i t  r e m a i n s  a  
Premiership club. 

'The club believes if it gives up 
its share the Premier League 
cannot be guaranteed to fulfil its 
promise to return the share 
should the arbitration reinstate 
Sheffield United to the Premier 
League.'

The row is over an independent 
commission's decision to fine 
West Ham 5.5 million pounds 
rather than dock the club points 
for signing third-party agree-
ments in contravention of league 
rules. 

The Premier League say they 
are satisfied West Ham ended 
those agreements as soon as they 
were ordered to so, and that the 
independent commission's deci-
sion cannot be appealed against 
by anyone except West Ham.

Blades at loggerheads 
Shorey's 
matrimony 
predicament
AFP, Reading

England defender Nicky Shorey 
will squeeze in a love match 
between the two biggest games of 
his life. 

Shorey has been named in 
England's squad for the first time 
for their friendly against Brazil on 
Friday and the crucial Euro 2008 
qualifier in Estonia on June 6. 

But the Reading left-back's 
surprise call-up put him in an 
awkward situation as he is due to 
marry fiancee Emily next weekend. 

Fortunately for Shorey, England 
coach Steve McClaren has given 
him permission to leave the squad 
to tie the knot and he will return in 
time to fly to Tallinn. 

That will putting the happy 
couple's honeymoon on the back-
burner, but Shorey insists Emily 
has no complaints. 

"I should be alright," Shorey 
told Reading's official website. 
"We'll have the Brazil game on 
Friday and then hopefully have a 
bit of time off so I can get married 
before we go out to Estonia. 

"I spoke to Steve McClaren and 
he said we can work round it. And 
it's not a problem with my fiancee 
Emily either, she's just delighted 
that I'm in the squad. 

"So I've been quite fortunate 
with the timing because if the game 
had been on Saturday it would 
have been trickier." 

An injury to first choice left-
back Ashley Cole has given Shorey 
his chance and he seized it by 
impressing during England's 'B' 
international victory against 
Albania on Friday. 

He is likely to be on the bench 
against Brazil as Wayne Bridge is 
favourite to deputise for Cole but 
can't wait to join up with the squad. 

"I'm just delighted," he said. "I 
can't really believe it. It will proba-
bly only be when we meet up and I 
start training with the lads that it 
will sink  in."
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