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I
T is indeed heartening to note 
that the present Election 
Commission (EC), perhaps 

contrary to the wishes of our major 
political parties, BNP and AL, has 
formulated Election Commission 
(Political Parties Registration) 
Regulations, 2007, which would 
replace the Political Parties 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  
2001(under which the registration 
was voluntary), and make the 
registration of the political parties 
mandatory. So far, the political 
parties i.e. the major ones have 
resisted any such move by the EC 
and consequently remained out-
side the purview of public scrutiny 
of their activities. 

According to the proposed 
regulations, the parties, in order to 
be registered, without which they 
won't be allowed to contest the 
elections, would need to fulfil eight 
conditions before becoming eligi-
ble for registration. All eight eligible 
conditions are noteworthy, espe-
cially the ones which specify that 
internal organization of parties 
must conform to democratic norms 
and practices and must have one-
third women members at every tier 
of parties' internal structure. These 
are undoubtedly commendable 
steps in order to ensure transpar-
ency in politics and women's 
impact on parties' policy making.  I 
intend to address these two issues 
in two instalments of my write-up. 
First I would like to deal with the 
question of transparency and 
consequently why is it so vital to 
have the registration of the political 
parties. 

To begin with one has to realise 

that world wide there has been an 
erosion of idealism. Gone are the 
days when peoples' priority was 
d i rected not  towards se l f -
aggrandisement but in the develop-
ment of a character that is charac-
terised by self-lessness, compas-
sion, empathy and being sensitive 
to rights of others. In the era of 
unfettered materialism and mate-
rial pursuit, I feel, we have become 
disoriented and cannot really claim 
that we posses the commitments of 
the by-gone era when our leaders 
worked for their country by serving 

the needy, the helpless, and the 
disempowered.  

Such single-minded pursuit of 
materialism has made undeniable 
mark of self-centeredness, egotism 
and insensitiveness on our self.  It 
has also polluted our politics. One 
is, thus, not surprised at the find-
ings of a survey that indicate ram-
pant practice of corruption among 
the parliamentarians world wide. It 
is discernible that it has become 
easier for the parliamentarians to 
indulge in all sorts of corruption and 
malpractice when the state power 
is at their disposal.  Such tenden-
cies are heightened when there is a 
total lack of transparency in politics. 
Bangladesh is one such example. 

In Bangladesh, during out fifteen 
years of democracy, we have 
witnessed steady deterioration of 
moral values among our political 
leaders who refrained from building 
the political parties as democratic 
institutions. As a result, the parties 
in Bangladesh are fraught with 
problematic predicaments like 
authoritarianism within the party, 
non-democratic nomination pro-
cess, and improper party-funding 

and campaigning etc.  In this pur-
view, it has not been difficult for the 
political opportunists, with their 
money and muscle, to make 
inroads within the folds of the major 
political parties. The presence of 
muscle and money and their ability 
to manipulate elections greatly 
h a m p e r e d  m u c h  n e e d e d  
institutionalisation of our nascent 
democracy. 

The danger has been that this 
also slowly and steadily contributed 
to the erosion of people's faith in 
the parties thereby eroding their 

faith in the system itself.  These 
danger signs were repeatedly 
highlighted by the civil society 
members and concerned quarters 
but that fell on deaf ear. The parties 
refused to go for their reforms and 
registration voluntarily in order to 
bridge the gap between them and 
the people and do away with the 
notion that they are out of reach of 
the people to ventilate their griev-
ances. The demand for a compre-
hensive approach to regulate the 
activities of the parties was of no 
avail.  But people's faith in political 
parties and politics cannot be 
restored unless there is transpar-
ency in politics and clear politics is 
introduced. 

Now the political parties in 
Bangladesh may not like the idea of 
conditional compulsory registration 
on the grounds that their freedom of 
activities would be hampered 
under such action of EC, but they 
should keep this in mind that as 
they have their constitutional rights 
to form association without undue 
interference, we the people also 
have the right to know how they 
operate. The people's daily lives 

are impacted by their actions, as 
such, they have a right to know 
what they (political parties) are up 
to. And since sovereignty of the 
state lies with the people and 
people are source of all powers, the 
political parties must adhere to their 
(people's) wishes. 

One should also keep this in 
mind that legal and constitutional 
measures to regulate the parties is 
not a Bangladeshi innovation. It is 
understood that in the past the 
parties themselves carried the 
necessary reform in order to 

remain transparent but as men-
tioned earlier, with factors like 
erosion of moral values,  emer-
gence of non-state actors and the 
like, politics without transparency 
has now become a dangerous 
game and certain activities of the 
political parties may be detrimental 
to the interest of the state.  

Even in a country like Great 
Britain, which is considered to be 
the mother parliament, and known 
for its impeccable reputation of 
traditions and conventions, reform 
of the political parties has been 
brought about through The Political 
P a r t i e s ,  E l e c t i o n s  a n d  
Referendums Act 2000. The Act, 
which  is a part of the constitutional 
reforms programme implemented 
by the Labour Government, build-
ing on the Registration of Political 
Parties Act 1998  two years earlier, 
allows  parties only to accept 
donations in excess of sterling 
pound 200 from 'permissible 
donors.'  

In December 2006, police ques-
tioned Prime Minister Tony Blair  
and other politicians of other par-
ties as part of their investigation 

into the 'Cash for Peerages affair' 
when they were looking into 
whether the Act had been breached  
by parties taking loans from sup-
porters in return for nominations to 
the House of Lords. Since then the 
government has amended the law 
to require the declaration of all 
forms of loans as well. 

Another example may be cited 
from Germany where Article 21 of 
Basic Law makes sure that the 
inner organisations of parties 
contesting the elections do adhere 
to the democratic norms and prac-

tices. This constitutional provision 
came about after Germany's bitter 
experience of Nazi party's rule, 
which came to power through 
election but did not have demo-
cratic practices within its inner 
organisation, and played havoc in 
Germany's history. 

Canada has elaborate regula-
tions of registration that make the 
parties abide by the procedures of 
selection of party leaders and 
stalwarts through a system of 
national leadership convention 
where each party delegate can 
cast his own vote through a secret 
ballot. There are examples from 
our region as well as other coun-
tries. 

It is, thus, evident that even in 
the developed democracies legal 
and constitutional measures are 
being introduced in order to guide 
and regulate the political parties 
and presently, it is not at all out of 
rule. In this context, the question 
as to whether or not only the 
parties have the right to carry out 
the relevant reforms and any 
initiatives by the government 
means interference by outsiders 

becomes redundant. Our political 
parties must remember that hav-
ing reforms and registration of the 
parties do not mean that the gov-
ernment is trying to put them out of 
business. On the contrary, polic-
ing of the parties by the EC should 
be welcomed as it aims to bring 
changes that would introduce 
clean politics in the country. 

They have nothing to fear since 
the EC will introduce the neces-
sary reforms only after consulting 
the major political parties, and 
hopefully, the parties would agree 
to the reforms through which the 
country would benefit greatly. It 
should be kept in mind that intro-
ducing new electoral laws or 
amending the existing electoral 
laws by the caretaker government 
is not a new phenomenon in 
Bangladesh. We have the prece-
dents from our past caretaker 
government. As a matter of fact, 
most of the draconian laws includ-
ing restriction on the freedom of 
the press were repealed by the 
caretaker government and not by 
any democratic regime. That is the 
irony of our democratic legacy.

From the development prior to 
and after January 11, it is amply 
clear that presently, the country is 
in a serious political crisis. The 
political vacuum in the country 
must be filled without having any 
major aberrations and by holding 
free, fair and transparent elec-
tions. We know that there cannot 
be any democracy without politi-
cal parties. No one is trying to get 
rid of them. Attempts are only 
being made so that parties 
emerge as truly democratic insti-
tutions and play their designated 
role in building democracy in 
Bangladesh. As such, it would be 
highly appreciated by the people if 
the parties also demonstrate that 
they too are committed, by agree-
ing to necessary reforms, to ideals 
of democracy without which the 
country cannot make any substan-
tive and meaningful progress.   

Dilara Choudhury is Professor, Department of 
Government and Politics, Jahangirnagar 
University.
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E
MBROILED irretrievably in 
a personal scandal over his 
involvement in aphrodisiac 

escapades with his girl friend, 
Shaha Ali Reza, a Libyan born 
Oxford educated British citizen 
Bank employee, favoured with a 
hefty pay rise from $60,000 to 
$193,000 and reprimanded by the 
Board of directors dominated by 
Europeans for bringing the bank to 
disrepute by his act of indiscretion, 
the beleaguered Paul Wolfowitz 
was finally forced to quit the presi-
dency of the World Bank. It is seen 
as a good riddance in the Bank. He 
is the latest addition to the long list 
of casualties of neo-con associates 
of Bush Administration.

The scandal was merely the tip 
of an iceberg. The departure of 
Wolfowitz, nonetheless, was 
inevitable as revolt against him was 
brewing within the Bank for quite 
some time. He was widely 
despised as an architect of Iraq war 
and when President Bush foisted 
his nomination on the Bank for 
appointment as its president, he 
was fiercely opposed. Ever since, 
rage and resentment within and 
without simmered and had been 
building up against his high 
handed, arrogant and unilateral 
management style and arbitrary 
and selective loan giving criteria 
based on political consideration 
and not economic needs and 
performance.

Without consulting the Board he 
filled up senior staff positions in the 
Bank management by his former 
colleagues from the Pentagon and 

the State Department regardless of 
their lack of managerial experience 
in finance or development creden-
tials. It soon became apparent that 
he used the Bank as an instrument 
to promote Bush foreign policy. His 
anti-corruption and good gover-
nance campaign in determining aid 
giving to developing countries was 
merely a ploy and a cover to attain 
his hidden agenda to serve US 
foreign policy interests by reward-
ing the “coalition of the willing” and 
punishing the recalcitrants unwill-
ing to support US policies.

H e  s u s p e n d e d  l o a n  t o  
Bangladesh,  Chad,  Kenya,  
Cambodia, Uzbekistan and Congo 
Brazzaville -- countries he consid-
ered corrupt. But he expanded aid 
to Iraq Trust Fund and made excep-
tions of Indonesia, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan and Democratic Republic 
of Congo -- considered US allies -- 
their corruption notwithstanding. 
He could not possibly forget that his 
former boss Rumsfeld returned 
home empty handed from his visit 
to Bangladesh requesting for 
troops contribution to Iraq. 
Uzbekistan suffered his wrath for 
g i v i ng  u l t ima tum to  Bush  
Administration to wind up US 
mi l i tary bases f rom there.  

Emphasis on programmes to 
combat climate change and global 
warming and reproductive health 
and family planning received a 
short shrift by his conservative 
leanings.

Wolfowitz balked at the annual G 
8 summit decision to double aid to 
Africa by 2010 and write off $40 
billion in debt to 18 African coun-
tries. However, the role of World 
Bank is poverty reduction of the 
poor countries and not to be the 
world policeman. Also it does not 
make sense to penalise the poor for 
the wickedness of the corrupt 
governments. It is a pity that 
instead of expiating his sins as a 
war monger by devoting to the 
service of the poor countries, he 
remained a compulsive errant 
sinner, a cerebral neo-con founding 
member of “Project for a New 
American Century” to promote 
American foreign policy goals by 
espousing unilateralism and policy 
of preemption.

The World Bank also known as 
Bretton Woods Institution which 
took shape in 1945 in the wake of 
ravages of second world war began 
its work as a bank for reconstruc-
tion of post war Europe. The Bank's 
role, focus of attention and empha-

sis have shifted over a passage of 
time towards economic develop-
ment and reduction of poverty of 
the developing countries, moti-
vated by a blend of idealism and 
real politik. Even under the best of 
circumstances, the bank has never 
been perfect falling short of expec-
tations of poor countries.

In the 50s its strategy was to help 
countries to contain the spread of 
communism. In the 60s under its 
President Robert McNamara, 
former defence secretary of 
Pres ident  Lyndon Johnson 
Administration the Bank concen-
trated on infrastructure develop-
ment, explorations of oil and not 
renewable energies often with 
disastrous consequence for eco-
logical balance and dispossession 
of population in the developing 
countries. In the 70s and 80s it 
turned to what it described as 
structural adjustment of economic 
activities by advocating free market 
e c o n o m y ,  p r i v a t i s a t i o n ,  
liberalisation of trade and invest-
ment giving rise to suspicions of 
reducing the developing countries 
to producers of primary commodi-
ties and serving the interest of 
manufacturing industrial West and 
multinationals.

In the 90s and to date, although 
the lexicon of aid has changed to 
lofty aims of promotion of human 
rights and rule of law, poverty 
reduction, education, health, 
sanitation and prevention of 
AIDS/HIV, empowerment of 
women, environment, combating 
corruption and poor governance, 
there has been little difference in 
the content and style of the 
programmes with the result of no 
substantial improvement in the 
standard of living of poor people or 
distributive justice in the society 
regardless of so-called rise in 
economic growth rate.

There is a general perception 
that the World Bank and IMF condi-
tional loans have done more harm 

than good to the developing coun-
tries by fostering corruption, per-
petual debt repayment trap and a 
vicious cycle of dependency syn-
drome.

The Bank which channels about 
$25 billion loan a year suffers from 
a deep malaise of credibility loss 
due to the manner in which it oper-
ates and needs a thorough review 
and overhaul with structural 
reforms. It is losing its legitimacy 
due to its flawed governance struc-
ture. The ground rules for choosing 
a president of World Bank should 
be changed immediately. America, 
the biggest share holder of the 
bank holding 17 percent of shares, 
traditionally has chosen an 
American national as the president 
of World Bank. The deeply flawed 
selection process has produced 
Wolfowitz debacle. The selection 
should be open worldwide based 
on merit, quality and appropriate 
qualification. 

Wolfowitz episode has also 
turned focus on the operation of 
bank privileged with lavish pen-
sions, tax-free high salaries and 
subsidised private school fees the 
staff enjoy. The president of the 
bank draws a staggering annual 
salary close to $355,000. This is 
highly immoral for a bank which is 
supposed to work for the poor. The 
Bank urgently needs winnowing of 
its bloated 13,000 bureaucracy and 
appended array of coddled consul-
tants, unsustainable perks and 
institutional intransigence.

Abdul Hannan is a former press counselor at 
Bangladesh UN mission in New York.

A good riddance at the World Bank
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CAPTAIN HUSAIN IMAM

S we can understand from the recent press briefings of the EC, 

A they have decided to prepare voter list with photo and national 
identity card and it will, as per their estimate, take about 18 

months to complete the job. As of methodology, 12000 units, each 
manned by at least four persons and equipped with laptop, digital cam-
era, printers, etc. will carry out the job setting up camps at strategic points, 
preferably the previous polling stations, where voters will be asked to 
come and have their names registered.

The idea of setting up camps instead of going door to door has 
received mixed reaction from different quarters including the political 
camps. Most of the political parties including BNP and Awami League 
have already expressed their doubt about the success of this methodol-
ogy from the apprehension that many a people especially those conser-
vative women folk, the old and sick people living in the far flung rural areas 
may not like to come to the camps for enrolment of their names. Even 
those who will be interested may not feel encouraged if they have to stand 
in queue for hours for this purpose.

The EC have their own arguments in support of their decision. They 
think it will not only be difficult but also technically unrealistic to go door to 
door with all the equipment that will be required for the job. They are 
confident that, if not anything else, their decision to issue national identity 
card, without which they will be barred from availing certain state facili-
ties, will work as incentive for the voters to respond to their call. They also 
argue that if the voters can go to the polling stations for casting vote, why 
wouldn't they be able to go to the camps for registration of their names as 
voters?

The EC may be right but only partially, says the opposition camp. 
According to them, it is most unlikely that all people will instantly feel the 
necessity or be interested enough in the ID to take the trouble of going to 
the camps. As regards casting of votes, only 50-60 percent voters go to 
the polling stations, that also after so much of efforts and persuasions by 
the workers of the contesting candidates, to exercise their right to fran-
chise.

Undeniably, both sides have points worth considering. I am sure, the 
EC will take due cognizance of these views and adjust their programmes 
as the work progresses. What we strongly feel is that the EC should start 
the work immediately. They have already spent a lot of time in formulating 
a methodology for preparation of voter list.

The decision of the EC to start two pilot projects, one at Savar and 
another at Gazippur, as test case from early June before starting the 
actual field work from August is most welcome. A large number of people 
of the Dhaka city being floating, it is always a difficult job to make a flaw-
less voter list of this cosmopolitan city. The EC might as well include one 
of the eight constituencies of this capital city in the pilot project. 

It is good to see that Bangladesh army have expressed their confi-
dence and willingness to carry out the job. They have demonstrated that 
they are capable of doing the job in 5 to 6 months time. Why not we avail 
their services, albeit under the overall supervision of the EC? 

The difference or confusion that had arisen with the time frame esti-
mated by the Bangladesh Army experts and the EC for preparation of 
voter list with photo and ID has been I think amply clarified by the CEC 
while talking with the top journalists of the country last Saturday. 

However, taking into consideration the time estimated by the 
Bangladesh army to complete the field level job and the time assessed by 
the EC to complete other formalities prior to and after the field work, we do 
not see any reason why we should not be able to get a complete voter list 
with photo by June 2008, if everything goes well.

As an ordinary citizen I have a few humble suggestions to make. If it will 
be difficult, as is apprehended by the EC, to go door-to-door with equip-
ment and other logistic support, the proposed camps should be set up in 
almost every village or mahalla and in such central locations where the 
inhabitants of that area can simply walk in.  

The better alternative could probably be that the enumerators go door-
to-door, have the names and other particulars of the prospective voters 
entered in the prescribed form and then ask them to visit the camps with 
the counterfoil or token (the enumerators will leave behind with the vot-
ers) for photography and other formalities as and when the camps are 
opened. 

This will save the voters' considerable waiting time at the registration 
camps and also help the camps identify those whose names were 
enrolled by the enumerators earlier but have failed to call on the centers 
for photography and other purposes and thus ensure an accurate and 
complete voter roll with very few missing from the list.

The other good aspect of this alternative approach is that the job (of 
going door-to-door for collection of data) can start forthwith, say within 
two to three weeks from now, allowing the time the EC may require for 
printing of forms and appointment of enumerators, instead of waiting till 
august 2007 for the equipment to arrive, thereby setting in motion the 
process of electoral roll, which the people are so eagerly waiting for. 

The last but not the least, the political parties being the key players in 
the game, obviously their active participation and cooperation is impor-
tant in the entire electoral process including reform and preparation of 
voter roll. The EC might be well advised to initiate dialogue with them 
sooner rather than later.

Captain Husain Imam is a retired merchant navy officer.

ELECTORAL ROLL 

Some suggestions
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S
INCE President Bush 
declared "mission accom-
plished" on May 2, 2003, Iraq 

has been under the occupation of 
US soldiers. Now, President Bush 
has been presiding over a civil war 
between two factions of the Muslim 
community: Shiite and Sunni. 

While President Bush has pro-
posed a surge in US troops to Iraq, 
and requested  additional funding of $ 
100 billion, violence and road-side 
bomb blasts have increased manifold 
in Iraq. As of May 14, 3400 US sol-
diers have lost their lives, and 34,180 
were wounded in the fighting. 

The Bush administration does 
not keep track of the number of Iraqi 
civilian deaths, and the Iraqi Health 
Ministry is shy about disclosing the 
figure. The death toll of Iraqis is 
reportedly in the hundreds of thou-
sands. According to one statistics, 
more than 68868 Iraqi civilians were 
either killed by US and coalition 
forces or by Iraqi's themselves. 
Apart from this figure, about 2 billion 

Iraqis have taken shelter in Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon and Turkey.

One day after vetoing the supple-
mental spending bill, which attached 
conditions, President Bush met with 
congressional leaders on May 6 to 
begin negotiations, a measure to 
fund on-going operation in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. President Bush said: 
"Setting a deadline for withdrawal is 
setting a date for failure." 

Since Democrats are not in a 
position to override the veto, they 
are contemplating some other 
options. Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi declared: "The con-
gress is not going to give a blank 
check to the president." One of 
contending presidential candidates, 
Democrat John Edwards, urged the 
Democratic leadership in the con-
gress to stand firm, and avoid nego-
tiations on Iraq.

According to Washington Post of 
May 07, Republicans have stood 
behind the president's increasingly 
unpopular war policies. House 
majority leader John Boehner said 
that members wanted to know how 

well the Iraq plan was working, and if 
it was not what plan B was.  

In Iraq, the government's largest 
Sunni coalition threatened to with-
draw its cabinet members, saying 
that Prime Minister Nouri Al-Maliki, a 
Shiite, was protecting Shiite extrem-
ists. In a bid to prevent defection, 
Bush invited Iraq's Sunni vice-
president, Tariq Al-Hashimi, to 
Washington recently. 

This shows how independently 
the Iraqi government operates. 
Recently, retired general Barry Mc 
Caffrey pointed out that there is 
essentially not a single province in the 
country where the central govern-
ment holds sway. Therefore, there is 
no justification in blaming the puppet 
Iraqi government, which has no 
control over the entire country.   

While the debate is on the addi-
tional funding and withdrawal of US 
troops from Iraq, there is no word on 
the construction of four military 
bases there, on which billions of 
dollars were spent over the past four 
years. Taxpayers in the US have 
been contributing towards civil war 
in Iraq. As of now, the cost of the 
operations in Iraq stands at 456 
billion dollars. Every taxpayer is 
contributing around 3,400 dollars for 
this civil war in Iraq.

It is not a war, it is an occupation. 
The reason for the occupation, and 
more sacrifices by the people of US 
to sustain the conflict, was not 
explained at any stage by the presi-
dent or his administration. The neo-
conservative motivation, from the 
very beginning of the war in Iraq, 

was the privatization of Iraqi oil in 
favour of the global oil corporations. 

In this context, I would like to quote 
from a letter to the editor of  The 
Examiner (May issue): "framing the 
Iraqi debacle as a "war" and as an 
"insurgency" is an attempt to legiti-
mize the illegitimate. The Bush 
administration is pushing the puppet 
government in Iraq to enact the Iraq 
hydrocarbon law. The law would give 
control of Iraq's oil to global oil corpo-
rations. To end the occupation would 
spoil the administration's plan to 
privatize Iraq's oil."  

That President Bush will not 
leave Iraq has been reflected in the 
opinion column of the Washington 
Post (May 9) by David Ignatius, who 
informed the readers that President 
Bush told Saudis that he would not 

withdraw from Iraq. There is reason 
to believe this. When President 
Bush was contemplating invading 
Iraq he discussed the matter with 
Prince Bandar bin Al-Sultan, Saudi 
Ambassador to the United States, 
before  discussing with his own 
Secretary of State, Colin Powell. 
Prince Bandar, who served 22 years 
in US, is a friend of the Bush family, 
and is presently as advisor to the 
National Security Council of Royal 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  

The Bush administration claimed 
several successful projects in Iraq, 
but they turned out to be non-
existent. In the words of Barry 
Lando, a columnist (former producer 
of CBS's 60 minutes program) of 
syndicated Agene global: "When 
other inspectors arrived to check out 

the claims from sampling of eight 
projects, they found that seven were 
no longer operating at all. And, more 
unfortunate, the inspectors reported 
that they were unable to take a truly 
random sampling because many of 
the projects were in areas too unsafe 
to visit." 

President Bush, in his remarks to 
Associated General contractors, 
blamed Al-Quaida for ratcheting up 
the sectarian violence in Iraq, not the 
government of Maliki, who is Shitte. 
He is now counting on General 
David Petraeus, top military com-
mander in Iraq, to win "the war" in 
Iraq. 

On the other hand, Vice-
President Dick Cheney who was on 
a trip to the Middle East countries 
very recently, to counter the impend-
ing influence of Iran in the region, 
has blamed Iran for creating the 
mess in Iraq. He warned Iran by 
saying: "we will stand with our 
friends in opposing extremism and 
strategic threats. We will disrupt 
attacks on our forces." While 
Cheney was making imaginary 

threats, the State Department was in 
the midst of preparing a meeting 
between senior US and Iranian 
officials in Baghdad. 

This reflects the diametrically 
opposite approaches of the State 
department and the vice-president. 
The vice-president's rhetorical call 
resembles the past tactics of the US 
administration for showing Saddam 
Hussein as a pawn on the political 
chessboard to win the hearts of 
dictatorial and corrupt regimes in the 
Middle East. 

The people in the United States 
have exhausted their energy listen-
ing to same song, time and again, on 
Iraq. The latest CBS-New York 
Times poll indicates that approval 
rating of the president has dropped 
to 24 percent. It may be noted that 
President Nixon's approval rating 
went down to 23 percent during the 
Watergate scandal, when he was 
forced to resign. 

Mohammad Amjad Hossain, a former 
Bangladesh diplomat, writes from Virginia
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