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Move to ban
student politics

Wes of Bangladesh}
workers abroad

When I had watched the news on sufferings of the
Bangladeshi workers at KL airport, three questions came to
my mind. Who should respond to this crisis? Why does this
situation occur again and again? How to preclude this

miseryin future?

It was 23 July 2000, my colleague and I were in transit at
KL airport on the way back from Johannesburg. I saw a
group of Bangladeshis noticeably stressed and tired at the
arrival lounge while I was waiting for my colleague who
went to collect the hotel coupons and shuttle tickets. One
from the group walked to me and asked if I am from
Bangladesh and if I can give him a few ringgits as he was
desperate to make a phone call to Bangladesh. I talked to
him and came to know that they had been waiting for some-
one to pick them up since they had arrived at KL one day
ago. Unfortunately, none showed up until then. They nei-
therhad moneynorwords beyond Bangla.

Undoubtedly, the same pathetic scene is recurring at the
KL airport and at other airports in Singapore and the
Middle East. It brings miseries for them and it is disgraceful
for the whole nation. There is nothing wrong to admit that
this is our problem, but who is to respond to this crisis?
Why does it take days to solve this problem? It's hard to
believe that none from KL immigration contacted
Bangladesh embassy in Malaysia when hundreds of work-

erswere stuckattheairport.

We should not forget the amount of remittance from
manpower in foreign countries. The government should
address this issue seriously and immediately to prevent
such things happening in future. The Ministry of Labour
and Manpower and the Department of Immigration jointly
could arrange a two-day long pre-immigration workshop
in a “Janashakti Raftani Camp” (manpower export camp)
before their departure for the foreign countries. It could be
similar to a Haji camp. The workshop could include legal
ways of fund transfer, general practices of the destination
countries, travel security, awareness about HIV and STD

etc.

So far no government has done anything for the welfare
of the workers while they are leaving the country or living
abroad. Moreover, they are treated very badly in our for-
eign embassies-- something I observed several times.
Sometimes they are cheated. The government must come
up with appropriate and permanent measures for the

welfare of the workers.
FarukAhmed

Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand

National ID and

politics abroad

I am a Bangladeshi living in the
USA for the last9 years. [ have some
suggestions about the National ID.

1. Each national should be given a
unique national ID number.

2. There must be a bar code corre-
sponding to the unique number.
Advantage of this bar code will be
to check any forged national ID. A
scanner with Internet connection
will be enough to do the check.
This will help police detect crimi-
nals. Also, banks can double-
check the identity of a client with
the national database which will
reduce chances of fraud.

3. There must be picture on one
side of the card.

4. The front side should be written
in Bengali. The other side will have
basic information in English. So, it
will beinternationally acceptable.

5. It should be a plastic card. So, it
will be durable. No paper will be
used.

6. Now (if possible) or in future
there should be an option for
biometrics information like finger
printing.

7. Now (if possible) or in future,
there should be a security chip

Sheikh Hasina's argument

In a dinner hosted by Sheikh Hasina in honour of journalists prior to her
departure for Dhaka, she made the remark that there should not be any
restrictions in Bangladesh for children of politicians becoming politicians as
there are no similar restrictions on the children of doctors becoming doctors,
those of lawyers becoming lawyers and those of journalists becoming journal-
ists. This parallelism is apparently impeccable but actually downright mis-

leading and grossly erroneous.

The whole thing has to do with the process. A doctor's son does not
become a doctor by the mere wish or machination of the parents. It involves a
competitive educational process of acquiring the required skills, passing the
rigorous academic exams and acquiring the certification of the medical board
etc. The same is true for a lawyer or other professions a son does not become
a lawyer simply because his mom consigned him there. However, such a
similar rigorous process does not exist within the two major parties in
Bangladesh and for the wards of politicians who want to be politicians. It is
often the wish and machination of the parents that does it in Bangladesh, as
there is no internal democracy in the parties. Unbeknownst to Sheikh Hasina,
in liberal democracies, there is a voting process for selecting the party leader-
ship at all levels. In the US, you don't get the Senate or house nomination
simply because your dad or mom who happens to be a big enchilada of the
party wished so. You have to contest in primaries with all others aspiring for
the party nomination and emerge from it. There is no parachuting, no

descent from the heaven!

What seems to be lost on Hasinaor for that matter, Khaledais the logic of
within-party democracy, the vices of dynastic politics (as opposed to com-

inside the card. So that nobody can
forge the national ID.

8. Bangladesh embassies should
take the initiative to give the
national ID to Bangladeshis living
abroad.

I will also request the
Bangladesh government to ban
national politics outside
Bangladeshi soil. Currently,
Mexico does not permit its nation-
als to engage in any political activi-
ties outside Mexico.

IshakZaman
Michigan, USA

KhaledaZia

At the time when everyone is talk-
ing about ending “Poribar tantra”
in political parties and introduc-
ing more democratic practices
within the parties in order to allow
a strong honest and dedicated
leadership to emerge, Begum Zia
surprised everybody by appoint-
ingher brother as vice chairman of
the BNP.

It seems to me that she wants to
prove that she is the most powerful
person in the BNP and doesn't
care about the people's opinion.
Furthermore, I am also quite
surprised by the failure of the top
BNP leadership to apprise

petitive politics) and the dire need for reform.

Panini Ahmed, Boston, USA

Begum Zia correctly of the
presentsituation.
Mahbub

One-mail

27th BCS

Lately, there have been so many
news reports in your newspaper,
and also elsewhere, on the 27th
BCS. I felt, as a candidate, that I
should write to you expressing my
views and thoughts on the issue.
My question to thereadersis what
will happen to the candidates who
really gave their heart and soul to
achieve a position in the cadre
service? There are so many candi-
dates who had studied for two
years and are still waiting to get
appointments.

There are so many talented and
honest candidates who knew
nothing about the bribery and
adoption of unscrupulous means
inthe BCS exams.

The caretaker government
should probe the issue and find out
the candidates who had resorted
to corruption for getting a job. But
the innocent and meritorious
shouldn't be punished for no fault
of theirs.

TasmihaTarafder
Selectedinthe27thB.C.S.
(Admin Cadre)

Rajshahi

Hkok

My attention was drawn to the
letter published on 16 May 2007
under the heading 27th BCS: Do
justice by Mullah MA Sayed from
Jessore. He said in his letter that the
27the BCS exams were held with-
out any irregularity. Doesn't he
know that there was question
paper leakage in the preliminary
and written tests? He himself
admitted in his letter that some
irregularities and anomalies have
occurred at the PSC. So, how can
he claim that the exams were held
impartially?

Umme Kulsum

Women College Para

Jhenaidah

Replace thenote

When we receive a Taka 2 note, it
really disappoints us. It is torn and
dirty. The Bangladesh Bank should
immediately replace the worn-out
notes in the market with coins,
because a coinhasaverylonglife.

However, if the Bangladesh
Bank has its own option of resolv-
ing the problem, it should try it
immediately.

Sadiq Rahim
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Letterto
Sheikh Hasina

As a foreigner living in Bangladesh
for many years, I have helplessly
observed this poor country falling
deeper and deeper into the abyss.
Since its independence
Bangladesh has been rated as the
most corrupt country in the world.
At this very moment, the Anti-
Corruption Commission is crack-
ing down on corrupt ministers and
government officials who have
been plundering this poor country
for almost two decades. The mag-
nitude of the corruption and the
cynicism of elected politicians and
political leaders have shocked not
only the Bangladeshi people but
the world community as well.
Greed seemed to have had no
limits.

Your call for demonstrations
and street violence was the last
straw that broke the camel's back.
The military saw no other way
thantobringanendto thishorren-
dous political menace, and
whether we like it or not this deci-
sion has brought back pride and
hope to the people of Bangladesh,
which is easily observed when
traveling around the country
talking to people of all classes.

I think you underestimate the
intelligence of the Bangladeshi
people when you claim you did not
participate in the overwhelming
corruption during your regime.
How can anyone lead a gang of
criminals without taking part or
even knowing about them? How
could you let thishappen?

It is therefore pathetic to hear
you proclaim that "your" people
were enthusiastically waiting for
your return. Who are these people?

Notthe peoplein general!

They are all hoping that the
political deadlock that you and
Khaleda Zia have created will soon
cometoanend.

Aforeignerliving in Bangladesh
One-mail

Banon tobacco ads

The 23-Apr issue of The Daily Star
carries a very stringent circular
from the Health and Family
Planning Ministry banning
Tobacco ads in any manner/form,
whatsoever.

But, in spite of touching upon
many aspects and approaches to
these promotions by the multi-
nationals, a vital point seems to be
missing, i.e. the age-limit of a
person that can be accepted for
selling Tobacco products to.

CNR
Chittagong

Sydney Fair

The report 'Bangladeshi exporters
get over $1m orders in Sydney
show' (UNB, Dhaka) was pub-
lished in your daily on May 21
which said, “Bangladeshi stalls
were visited by thousands of busi-
ness people and general customers
throughout the show”. I think it's
not true. The one Bangladesh
business hosted a few years back
was much morelively.

Ekramullah Chowdhury
One-mail

University teachers

Recently, the CTG has issued an
order to prevent university teach-
ers from attending conferences,
seminars, workshops abroad
smoothly. As there was too much
bureaucracy in getting permission
to leave the country, the 1996 AL
govt. took a historical decision to
curb the sufferings of the university
teachers. Before that teachers had
to come to Dhaka to run after their
files moving from one table to
another. That was simply a wastage
of time, energy, money and inter-
est.

Once the teachers go abroad for
conferences and seminars the
country is represented in many
ways. Scholars of other countries
are able to know what academic
developments are taking place in
our country. Now for the mistakes
ofafewif the delegated power from
the VCs is taken (or already taken
?) away many will lose interest in
attending international confer-
ences. Bureaucracy will take away
much valuable time from the
teachers. They will have to come to
Dhaka to pursue their matters. I
think this does not ensure account-
ability, rather it might invite cor-
ruption. Already, there is a provi-
sion that if one goes abroad for
more than three months under any
award he will have to go through
the Ministry of Education. Now if
this rule is applied for short visits,
things willbecome worse.

If accountability is the main
concern here I would like to men-
tion here how teachers have to be
accountable to the authorities after
every seminar/conference. We
have to submit our research papers
to the authorities for scrutiny for
any kind of financial benefits.
There is a committee which evalu-
ates the participants, even you
have to submit supporting docu-
ments to justify your participation.

So, for a few defaulters and
cheats the promising university
teachers should not suffer. This will
bring another disaster for the
scholars who pursue higher stud-
ies. The defaulters are few in num-
ber and they can easily be brought
to justice. The authorities will have
to look whether justice is mixed up
with politics.

Again, I say the conference
participants are the torchbearers of
the country. These torches should
notbe putoff bytheilladvice from
certain high ups.

Kamaluddin Ahmed
University of Chittagong

Movementofrickshaw
I am residing in a rented house at
South Badda. Rickshawis the only
mode of transport for me to go to
Gulshan and adjacent areas.

Though no circular was issued,
but rickshaw movement is now
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restricted on the above roads. My
daughter used to go to school (BIT)
by rickshaw. From today onward it
is also blocked and my four-year
old daughter doesn't know how
she canreach herschool.

If rickshaw creates traffic jam,
definitely it should be looked into
butis there any alternative?

My request to the authorities:
please look into it and do some-
thing, so that my little daughter
cango toschool.

Asufferer
South Badda, Dhaka

Articleon CRP

I'write to thank you for highlighting
the recent events in CRP. Your
report has captured the attention
of a multitude of supporters
around the globe whose lives have
been touched by the CRP founder
Valerie Taylor. She has worked
tirelessly torepresent the needs of
the paralyzed poor in Bangladesh
for over twenty five years, single
handedly galvanizing support
from many parts of the world to
establish a centre which will keep
services within the grasp of the
poorest. I myself met Valerie in
1989 and later witnessed first hand
the commitment of this remark-
able lady when I worked in CRP for
five years as senior lecturer advisor
in Physiotherapy 1999-2004.

The centre specializes in the
treatment and rehabilitation of
patients with spinal cord injury.
The most severe and persistent
paralysis is experienced by those
who injure the cervical spine
(neck). The most common cause
for this is a fall whilst carrying a
heavy load on the head. Other
causes include road accidents,
falling from a height, bull attacks
and diving into shallow water. It
will be no surprise to your readers
that the occupations of the groups
which sustain this type of injury are
mostly farmers, day laborers and
students. Most are male and
behind each and every one is a
family whose lives are also affected
by loss of livelihood. Disability
results in a fight for survival for the
poorestofthepoor.

In my own research around the
experiences of the disabled popu-
lation conducted whilst working in
CRP, Ialso found that the escalat-
ing costs involved in accessing
services were prohibitive for many
disabled patients particularly from
rural communities.

It is a valid and laudable point
that Valerie Taylor is making that
the centre should protect the
interests of the disabled with rigor-
ous pro-poor policies. If this hap-
pens it will continue to fulfill the
function for which she has unre-
servedly and unstintingly devoted
the most active years of her single
life.

Phil Commons
Grad Dip Phys, MSc, MCSP Dip
MDT

Clinical Specialistin Physiotherapy

Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS Trust
UK

27th BCS:Wewant

justice,notfavour

Due to allegations of corruption
against the 27th BCS exam, a cloud
seems to be hanging over the
candidates selected for different
cadres. Against this backdrop, I
would like to request everyone
concerned to consider the follow-
ing points while dealing with this
crucial issue. Firstly, the undeni-
able essence of justice is that the
innocent must be protected in all
circumstances and in no way be
forced to bear the brunt of the
unlawful acts perpetrated by the
culprits. So any attempt to cancel
the 27th BCS would be tantamount
to the denial of the fundamental
principle of justice. Secondly,
those clamouring against the 27th
BCS seem to be cocksure that all
the selected candidates were
involved in the alleged corruption.
It appears that they are more inter-
ested in showing off their combat-
ive spirit rather than looking into
the qualifications of all the candi-
dates. It is highly regrettable that
they fail to recognise that many of
the successful candidates are
honest, hard-working and merito-
rious with enviable academic
backgrounds. Have these innocent
ones toiled for years only to be

Although the students played a momentous
role during the critical times--for example
during the Language Movement of 1952 and
the Six-point Movement of the sixties--they
failed to live up to the expectation of the coun-
trymen in the post-1971 period. Instead of
giving voice to the conscience of the people,
the politically inclined students started to toe
the line of their respective parties. This type of
politics, pursued with a motive of greed and
self-aggrandizement, often gave rise to cha-
otic situations on the campus that hampered
the normal academic activities of the universi-
ties. Armed clashes, harassment of general
students, unscheduled closure of the seats of
learning--all these became common phenom-
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caughtin the vicious netlaid by the
evil-doers? Finally, one must see to
it that the deserving candidates are
not made scapegoats. We expect
that the concerned authorities
dispense justice, not favour by
purging the 27th BCS of its corrupt
elements, thus redeeming the
prestige of the worthy candidates.
We heartily welcome reforma-
tionin the PSC, buthopeitdoesnot
require the sacrifice of some virtu-
ousjob-getters.
Muhammad Abdul Hye Milton
Selected for BCS Foreign Affairs
Lecturer
DepartmentofEnglish
Jahangirnagar University

National ID

As per the Election Commission
(EC) decision, theNationalID has
many applications in our national
life. As such, I humbly request the
ECtolaminate the National ID card
before givingitto the holder.
SaifTinku

One-mail

Commentsona

commentary

I must admit I was rather intrigued
by a recent commentary (May
19th) written by you. It appears
that you are chiding the EC to

ena of our public universities. Needless to say,
itis the general students that suffered because
of the activities of a handful of so-called stu-
dentleaders.

In this connection, we should also take into
account the role-played by some teachers who
did not feel any qualms to indulge in a type of
politics marked by a degree of opportunism,
devoid ofaniota of decency and etiquette.

No wonder, the political activities of the
students and the teachers resulted in a decline
of the standard of education, and the general
students gotstuckin session-jams.

Finally, we appreciate the
move regarding the ban on studentpolitics.

government

ZabedWali, Pahartali, Chittagong

expedite the processes involved so
that the date of the elections can be
moved up. You end up your piece
stating, “Please remember, elec-
tion is now the main focus of the
nation. We want it soonest.” I
simply cannot agree.

I am curious to know, if some
magic wand could be waved to
expedite the process, whether the
election “should” be held in the
next three months. That would
certainly be “soonest.” But what
has “substantially” changed since
January 12th that makes holding
the elections such an imperative?
Surely no one wants to see the
continuation of an era where many
basicrights remain suspended. But
given the choice between sus-
pended rights and the possibility of
ushering in the same corrupt
bunch that has been around for
more than three decades, I fail to
understand: where is the hurry? If
the adage “Haste makes waste” is
of any merit, should this nation not
be assured first that a system is in
place that would ensure free and
fair elections for generations to
come? What is six months or eigh-
teen months, even in resource
terms, if a rock-solid foundation is
tobelaid?

In simple cost-benefit terms, my
view is that this nation does not
want the elections to be “soonest”

but one that stands on a firm foot-
ing that will encourage leaders, not
thugs, to come forward to repre-
sent the nation. And that's where I
disagree with you.

Syed Saad Andaleeb

Professorand Program Chair

Black School of Business
Pennsylvania State University, Erie

Failed leaders

I fully agree with the two writers'
opinions expressed inyour daily of
May 16, 2007. Mr. Hassan & Mr.
Shantoo have simply voiced the
sentiments of the silent majority of
our beloved Bangladesh.

Both Hasina and Khaleda have
miserably failed to deliver anything
good for the people at large and
they have amply proved their
incompetence. The eminent jurist
and politician, Dr. Kamal Hossain,
has rightly said "Both of them are
responsible, and accountable to
the people for the misrule and
corruption perpetuated during
their respective governments." It
will spell further doom if anyone of
them is put back on the saddle to
lead our country.

Akhter Ahmed
Gulshan, Dhaka

US foreign policy

MOVING
TOWARDS

@© Instablogs

This is reference to your
recent news item, dated Sat.
May 19, 2007 titled: 'US
Wants to See Fully
Functional Democracy in
Bangladesh.”

It appears that a sover-
eign nation like Bangladesh
is “under consistent pres-
sure” while we are “mend-
ing our own fences”
whence the US fully backs
the military-dictatorial
regime in Pakistan!

Ever since Gen.
Musharraf came to power
in 1999 through a blood-
less-coup, the US has pro-
vided him with unques-
tioned moral, economic,
strategic, military and polit-
ical support. Hence, the
validation of a general's

regime to serve US geo-
political interests.

Our present government,
on the other hand, led by a
civilian, has been in power
for a mere 120+ days. The
CTG has clearly stated the
objectives of its existence
numerous times.
nation needs a voter list free
of anomalies as well as an
eradication of corruption.
The corrupt activities in our
socio-economic, political
arenas deserve a serious
scrutiny and cleansing as
well. Let the laws of our
nation mete outjustice. The
activities of the present CTG
backed by our military have
earned the support of our
masses overwhelmingly.

It is a well-known and

well-accepted fact that
unless the electoral process
is thoroughly overhauled
an early election will be
fruitless. Why then this US
anxiety and haste for our
national elections before
the nation is prepared forit?
What is this brand of “Fully
Functional Democracy?” Is
this the same brand of
democracy which the US
has so adamantly tried to

Our

establish in Iragq,
Afghanistan, Egypt and
other countries?

The answer is to be found
in the fact that a philosophy
of duplicityin foreign policy
will always fail to achieve
the desired objectives.
Shiblee Ahmed
Midland, Texas
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