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AUW ACADEMIC PROGRAMME BEGINS NEXT MARCH

Vision to prepare talented Asian
women for leadership

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With the vision of preparing tal-
ented Asian women for leadership
in the political, economic, social
and cultural spheres, the Asian
University for Women (AUW) is
going to kick off its academic
programmesin March nextyear.

The AUW stakeholders said this at
a press meet at Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference Centre
yesterday. They also unveiled the
campus master plan and forthcom-
ingsite developmentplans.

World-renowned architect
Moshe Safdie is the visionary behind
the AUW campus master plan and
Christopher Mulvey, principle of
Moshe Safdie and Associates (MSA),
was the projectarchitect forthe AUW
campus master planning effort. 'Vitti
Sthopoti Brindo' of Bangladesh is in
charge of establishing the residential
university.

The campus will be built over 104
acres of land in Chittagong.
According to the organisers, the

campus can be envisioned as a
microcosm of a village or a small
town.

With the slogan, 'Together --
Educating tomorrow's leaders', the
AUWis movingtowardsits goal.

Speaking at the press meet,
Kamal Ahmad, president and CEO of
AUW Support Foundation, stressed
the need for regional co-operation in
thisage of disturbance.

The AUW would educate promis-
ing young women from all cultural,
religious, ethnic and socio-
economic backgrounds across
South and South East Asia, with an
emphasis on reaching women from
rural, refugee and underserved
communities, headded.

Replying to a query about the
tuition fee of US $10000 per year,
which is much higher in the context
of Bangladesh and other developing
countries, Kamal Ahmad said this
universityisnotjustforsuperelite.

"Those from the marginalised
group will be offered full scholarship.
We are even going to start a one-year
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Model of the campus of Asian University for Women.

pre-collegiate programme 'Access
Academy' to prepare the girls for the
university," hesaid.

The university will offer a five-
year programme leading to a com-
bined bachelor and graduate degree.
The one-year long Access Academy
programme, whichis goingto startin
March 2008, is designed with inten-
sive courses in English, mathemat-
ics,and computer skills.

Initially, 150 students will enrol
on the Access Academy course,
while, from September 2009, 300
students will be attending regular
courses. The three-year curriculum
will be providing liberal arts educa-
tion with an emphasis on math,
science and languages.

Twenty five percent of total
studentswill be from Bangladesh.

The AUW will attract faculty of
Asian descent who currently teach
in the West and wish to return to the
region, as well as leading faculty
from Europe and the United States.

Besides, AUW hopes to partner
with several highly reputable global

institutions. It has already initiated a
collaborative partnership with
Aalborg University.

Zarina Hossain, a member of
AUW foundation, moderated the
programme attended by architect
Igbal Habib of Vitti Stahpati Brindo
Ltd, Mohammad Omor Sharif of the
AUW foundation and architect Saiful
Hauge.

The Asian University for Women
also held a Regional Symposium
2007 at the same venue in the after-
noon.

Speaking at the symposium,
Rokia Afzal Rahman, chairman of the
AUW Support Foundation
Bangladesh Board of Advisers and
president of the Women
Entrepreneurs' Association, said the
main vision of AUW is to be a world-
class institution of higher education
dedicated to preparing skilled
womenleaders.

She also said the university will
help increase regional understand-
ingamongthe countries and encour-
age women to contribute their ability
to sustainable human and economic
developmentin Asia and throughout
theworld.

Rukmini Bhaya Nair, professor of
linguistics and English and head of
the department of Humanities and
Social Sciences at the Indian Institute
of Technology in New Delhi, pre-
sented a keynote paper on 'A
University of One's Own :
Envisioning Education and
Empowerment'.

She highlighted the importance
of women's education in achieving
women'sempowerment.

Dr M Osman Farruk, former
education minister, said the AUW
has to be given full academic auton-
omy and itisauniqueinstitution that
will provide high-quality education
forwomen.

He urged the architects of the
AUW Master Plan to construct build-
ings considering the local condition
and weather of Chittagong.

AUW Support Foundation
President & CEO Kamal Ahmad and
Architect Igbal Habib Kamal also
took partin the symposium.

CDA's drive
against illegal
structures

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Chittagong Development
Authority (CDA) has launched a
massive drive against illegal struc-
tures and unauthorised occupa-
tion which will be implemented in
five phases.

Under phase-1 that began
yesterday, the CDA eviction team
led by Magistrate Begum Tahera
Ferdous demolished a CNG re-
fuelling station at Agrabad Access
Road and 50 more unauthorised
structures including small shops,
hotels and markets.

“The owner of Taj Re-fuelling
Station violated the CDA acts when
he built the structure few years
ago,” sources said, adding that he
also failed to show valid docu-
ments regarding prior permission.

Prior to the drive, the CDA
conducted a survey where they
detected around 185 such struc-
tures from Kathgar under Patenga
Police Station to Bahaddarhat
intersection under Chandgaon PS,
sources said.

Important roads within the area
are Sheikh Mujib Road, Asian
Highway, Agrabad Access Road
extending from Port Connecting
Road to Badamtali, and Dhaka
Trunk Road extending from
Kadamtali to Olonkar Intersection
viaDewanhat Overbridge.

Md Jasim Uddin Chowdhury,
CDA executive engineer, told this
correspondent that the phase-1
might take a week to complete its
drive since the areas under it are
vast and the number of structures
onbothsides of the roads are larger
in comparison to other places.

CDA Chairman Shah Md
Akhtaruddin said the massive
drives are aimed at bringing the
city settings into order and making
the plying of commuters comfort-
able and hassle-free.

The eviction team was assisted
by the members of jointforces.

Hasina visits her
aunt at hospital

UNB, Dhaka

Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina yesterday visited her ailing
aunt Begum Ambia Khatun at
Sikder Medical College Hospital at
Gulshan.

Ambia Khatun, 87, was admit-
ted to the hospital on Wednesday
following development of old-age
complications.

Hasina stayed beside her aunt
for some time and talked to doctors
about her aunt's health condition.
Ambia Khatun is the sister of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

Hasinawished her earlyrecovery.

Awami League leaders Sheikh
Fazlul Karim Selim and Sheikh
Marufwere also present.

FOOD AID PROGRAMMES

Political affiliation
leaves needy
households outside

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An American Fulbright student in
her recent research has found
political affiliation and opportun-
ism in food aid programmes in
rural Bangladesh that leave many
real needy households out of the
safety net programmes.

"Community-based targeting
(in various safety net programmes)
is biased on political affiliation,"
said Erin Lentz, a PhD student in
applied Economics and
Management at Cornell University
of the United States, at a seminar
yesterday.

The Fulbright seminar was
organised by the American Centre
ofthe USEmbassyin Dhaka.

The study titled 'The spectre of
dependency in food aid program-
ming in rural Bangladesh', which
was conducted in northern
Bangladesh, looked at various food
aid programmes, including vulner-
able group development (VGD),
vulnerable group feeding (VGF) and
food forwork (FFW).

"Many households pay their
council members (Union Parishad)
to be included on FFW roll," she
said, adding that many households
who understand how to 'beat the

programmes, local elites' pockets
appear to be high, while local gov-
ernments appear to be much more
dependent on aid than their constit-
uents, she noted.

As aresult, Erin Lentz said many
other households, including land-
less labourers, who should be tar-
geted, are left out of such safety net
programmes.

In another study on low-income
housing for garment workers,
Fulbright student Kristin Boekhoff
said there is a great need for a struc-
tured development system tailored
specifically to the requirements of
the underserved female garment
workers.

Most of the female garment
workers, who have minimum
income, live in a shabby housing
with limited cooking, toilet and
ventilation facilities, she said.

A Bangladeshi origin American
Fulbright Nabil Ahmed of Johns
Hopkins University in his research
presentation on male involvement
in reproductive health said males
should be involved more in reduc-
ing the birth rate and improving
reproductive health.

Indian origin American
Fulbright Sugata Tuni Chatterji
presented her mid-way research on
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Thundershowers likely

6;3

is likely at a few places over Syl

until 6: OOpmtoday

Met Office said.
Itsaid that day temperature mayris
Highest temperature 38.8 degree

row.

cities and towns yesterday were:

Rain or thundershowers accomﬂanled by temporary gusty or squally wind
et division and at one or two places over
Dhaka, Rajshahi, Khulna, Barisal and Chittagong divisions in next 12 hours

Mild heat wave, which is sweeping over Rajshahi division may continue,

Ishwardi andlowest 21.9 degree Celsius at Sylhet.
The sun sets in the capital at 6.39pm today and rises at 5:12am tomor-

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some major

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
in celsius percentage
Max Min Morning  Evening
Dhaka 33.7 28.6 75 66
Chittagong 325 27.0 87 82
Rajshahi 38.5 25.9 83 65
Khulna 35.5 28.5 80 70
Barisal 33.0 27.0 88 77
Sylhet 28.9 21.9 96 78
Cox's Bazar 325 28.4 84 84

esslightly over the country.
Celsius was recorded yesterday at

'Announce 6th
Wage Board
Award
immediately'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sangbadik Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parishad, an association of journal-
ists, employees and workers of the
newspaper industry, has called on the
caretaker government to announce
the Sixth Wage Board Award immedi-
ately taking into account the objec-
tionsraised by them.

The Parishad leaders made the
call in a letter sent to the chief
adviser to the caretaker government
yesterday after reviewing the latest
developments regarding the wage
board award at a meeting at the
National Press Club on Wednesday,
saysapressrelease.

In the letter, the leaders said the
6th Wage Board was formed during
the tenure of the previous govern-
ment following a prolonged strug-
glebythe newspapermen.

After the board submitted its
recommendations regarding the
wage board award, the newspaper-
men accepted most of them but
raised objections to a few recom-
mendations and urged the then
government to reconsider them, the
leadersadded.

They said Law and Information
Adviser Barrister Mainul Hosein at a
meetingalso assured them of forming
a tripartite committee to monitor the
issue of announcement and imple-
mentation ofthewageboard award.

"But now we came to know that
the information adviser is suddenly
trying to bring some amendments
to the wage board award without
consulting any members of the
board or journalists and employ-
ees," they said, adding that such
amendments would deprive jour-
nalists, employees and workers of
the facilities they have been enjoy-
ing in line with the previous wage
board award.

"Weare also deeply concerned at
informal statements of the informa-
tion adviser regarding the wage
board award, which made us
believe that he is acting as a narrow-
minded and authoritarian owner in
the newspaper industry, not as a
representative of the government or
state," the Parishadleaders said.

They said the issue of wage board
award is linked to the life and liveli-
hood ofnewspapermen, astheyhave
to depend on it for leading an honest
lifewith their familymembers.

They also warned that the jour-
nalists, employees and workers
would not be sitting idle if their
basic right to livelihood is jeopar-
dised.

They appealed to the chief
adviser to intervene in this situation
so that the information adviser
cannot impose the award with
amendments broughtbyhim alone.

The signatories to the letter are
Parishad leaders Mozammel Haque,
Manjurul Ahsan Bulbul, Fazle Imam,
Ruhul Amin Gazi, Abdul Jalil
Bhuiyan, Matiur Rahman Talukder,
Altaf Mahmud, Azizul Islam Banna,
Omar Faruque, Sarder Farid, Abul
Hashem and Khairul Islam.
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The Prothom Alo organised aroundtable titled 'Immediate Action Plan for Election Commission' at Hotel Sheraton in the city yesterday. (Story on Page 20)

Change people's mindset to make

political reforms meaningful
Speakers tell roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday
called for change in people's
mindsetin order to make the reforms
inpolitical parties meaningful.

Theysaid political reforms should
not be imposed from outside, rather
political parties themselves should
initiate such reforms as per people's
will.

The roundtable tilted 'Reform in
political parties: Citizens' thought'
was organised by Sammilita Nagorik
Andolon at the National Press Club
inthecity.

In a keynote paper at the
programme General Secretary of
Sammilita Sangskritik Jote Golam

Kuddus briefly discussed the consti-
tutions of major political parties and
drewcomparisonsamongthem.

Prof Harun ur Rashid of Dhaka
University said the leadership pat-
tern of Bangladesh political parties is
not superimposed, rather it is a
product of the socio-economic
condition ofthe country.

New Age Editor Nurul Kabir said
none of the political parties in
Bangladeshis democratic.

He stressed the need for transpar-
ency in the financial accounts of
political parties.

Kabir alleged that a process has
started to de-politicise the total
societybysolely blaming the political
leaders.

Lessons should be learnt from
some African countries where the
state was turned into limited compa-
nies by banning politics and blaming
politicalleaders, headded.

Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique of
Dhaka University said it is every-
body's expectation that honest and
competent candidates win the
elections.

But that would need reforms in
people'smindset, headded.

Justice KM Sobhan chaired the
programme which was also
addressed by Chairman of
Muktijoddha Foundation Principal
Abdul Ahad Chowdhury, Journalist
Faiz Ahmed, Rashid Haidar and
Ataur Rahman.

Build resistance against
corruption: ACC chief

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kishoreganj

Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) Chairman Lt Gen (retd)
Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury
yesterday called on all to build
resistance against corruption at the
grassrootslevel.

"Corruption is the main prob-
lem we are facing as a nation. We
should raise our voice against
corruption from our respective
positions and if the corrupt people
are marked socially, it will be easy
for a government to root out cor-
ruption," he said.

The ACC chairman said this
while exchanging views with civil
society members, public represen-
tatives, newsmen, lawyers, busi-
nessmen and students at the
Kishoreganj Bar Association build-

ingonthe district court premises.

The ACC chief said the voters
should play a significant role in the
drive against corruption by casting
their votes for an honest candidate
inthe elections atanylevel.

A crackdown on corrupt people
will start soon, he said, calling on
the civil society members to form
committees with neutral persons
to help stamp out corruption.

Kishoreganj deputy commis-
sioner (DC) Sultan Ahmed,
superintendent of police Md
Lutfur Rahman Mondol,
President of Kishoreganj Bar
Association Mia Mohammad
Ferdous, Principal of Gurudayal
Govt. College Badar Uddin Khan
Pathan, Kishoreganj Municipal
Chairman Abu Taher Mia
attended the meeting.

'Mathematical modelling can
help study river behaviour'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mathematical modelling could be
a dependable tool to study river
behaviour before and after bridge
construction, speakers at a semi-
narsaid yesterday.

Institute of Water Modelling
(IWM) and Sarak-O-Janapath
Prokousholi Samity of Roads and
Highways Department (RHD)
jointly organised the seminar at
RHD auditorium in the city on
Wednesday.

The main focus of the seminar
was intensive use of IWM's state-
of-the-art mathematical modelling
for RHD projects in the recent
years.

Emaduddin Ahamd, executive
director of IWM, presented the
keynote paper titled 'Mathemati-
cal modelling in road infrastruc-
ture management and bridge
hydraulics'.

The speakers praised TWM's
contribution to the national devel-
opment through its models studies
forvariousimportant projects.

They discussed many impor-
tant technical problems and their
likely solution in using the mathe-
matical models.

The seminar ended with an
expectation of closer interaction

between IWM officials and RHD
Engineers for effective use of math-
ematical models in different RHD
projects.

Md Mahbubur Rahman, secre-
tary to the ministry of communica-
tions, was present as the chief guest
and Md Abdul Mazid, member,
infrastructure, as the special guest.
Abdul Malek, chief engineer of
RHD, chaired the seminar.

3 muggers held
with bombs

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Members of the Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) arrested three
muggers with 11 hand-made
bombs at Agargaon in the city
yesterday.

The arrestees were identified as
Sohrab Hossain, Mohammad
Alimullah and Mohammd Liton.

Acting on a tip-off, a team of
Rab-2 arrested the three from near
the Banﬁladesh Development and
Research Institute, sources said.

The Rab members recovered 11
hand-made bombs and a mobile
phone set from them.

HC asks govt to
permit ETV to
air programme
thru' satellite
downlink

UNB, Dhaka

The High Court yesterday ordered the
overnment to Fermlt Ekushey
elevision (ETV), a local prlvate chan-

nel, to air its programme through

satellite downlmlg bycableoperators.

Responding to an application
moved by the ETV management, a
division bench of Justice Syed
Mahmud Hossain and Syed Refaat
Ahmed passed theorder.

The ETV went to High Court seek-
ing remedy as cable operators stopped
downlinking ETV programmes
through satellite from Wednesday in
response toagovernmentnotice.

On Tuesday, the government
issued a notification barring cable
operators from airing unapproved TV
channelsthroughsatellite.

Asthe ETVhasnotbeenincludedin
the list of 12 aIIJproved local TV chan-
nels, the cab rators refrained
from downlinking ETV programmes.

Barrister Shafique Ahmed and
Advocate Mozammel Huq appeared
forthe ETVmanagement.

Phensidyl, ganja
recovered in
factory inside
jail compound

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Members of the Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) recovered 100
small packets of ganja and 10
bottles of Phensidyl from a blanket
factory inside the compound of
Dhaka CentralJail last night.

They also arrested three outsid-
ers from the factory run by one
Belal who took up a lease on the
factory. The arrestees are Delwar,
Shafiqur Islam and Kajal Mia.

Acting on tip-off, a team of Rab-10
raided thefactoryataround 11:00pm.

Although the jail authorities
leased the factory, general people,
except workers, are not allowed
into the factory as it is located
inside the boundary wall of thejail.

PRE-BUDGET DISCUSSION
'Take steps to improve condition

of coastal people'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

Speakers at a discussion yesterday
called on the caretaker govern-
ment to include effective proposal
and planning in the upcoming
budget to improve the condition of
the people living in the vast coastal
region, known as 'the most vulnera-
blezone ofthe country'.

Around three and a half crore
people living along 710 km coastal
belt are now at great risk due to
endangered environment, they said
and emphasised the need foralong-
term strategic planning to protect
the vast prospective zone.

The Community Development
Centre (CODEC) organised the
discussion titled 'Pre-Budget dis-
cussion: Life and livelihood of

coastal people of Bangladesh' at the
auditorium of Chittagong Chamber
of Commerce and Industries in the
portcity.

Economist Dr Hossain Zillur
Rahman moderated the meeting
attended by economist Dr Atiur
Rahman, social scientist Dr
Anupam Sen, resident editor of the
Prothom Alo Abul Momen and
executive director of Rupantar
Swapan Guha as panel discussants.

Presenting the keynote paper,
CODEC Executive Director Dr
Khurshid Alam human activity
causing damage to environment
and natural disasters have put the
peoplein coastal areas atrisk.

Fishermen are nowinvulnerable
condition as they become jobless in
seven months (November to May)

of a year due to a ban on netting
jatka (youngHilsa), he said.

Dr Zillur said the coastal zone
and its people, especially the fisher-
men, are always neglected in the
budgets as well as in other strategic
policies such as Poverty Reduction
Strategic Paper (PRSP).

Dr Atiur Rahman suggested
making coordinated efforts by the
government, local government
institutions and NGOs to help the
poorest people of theremote areas.

Prof Dr Hossain Kabir, Dr
Iftekhar Uddin Chowdhury,
Bangladesh Institute of Theatre Arts
Executive Director Shishir Dutta,
Irfanul Haque of Uddipan and
Sitakunda Union Parishad
Chairman Abul Kalam Azad also
spoke.

Obituary

Aminul Huq (Tipu), chairman of
Amin and Associates Ltd., passed
away due to a cardiac arrest at 5.00
pm yesterday (May 24) at the age of
62, says apressrelease.

He left behind his wife, two sons
and a host of relatives and friends
tomourn his death.

His namaz-e-janaza will be held
at the Gulshan Central (Azad)
Mosque after Juma prayers today.

Friends, relatives and
wellwishers are requested to pray
forsalvation of the departed soul.

Mohammad Shahjada Mia

Mohammad
Shahjada Mia, a
freedom fighter
| and president of
|Bangladesh
|Specialised
Textile Mills and
Powerloom
Industries
Association,
passed away ata clinicin the city on
Wednesday night at the age of 70,
saysapressrelease.

He left behind his wife and five
sons to mourn his death.

AKM Mujibur Rahman

AKM Mujibur
Rahman, a
freedom fighter
and former
banker, passed
away at his
Gulshan resi-
dence on May
21, says a press
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release.

He was also a jute merchantand
shipperbased at Narayanganj.

He left behind one daughter,
one son and a host of relatives and
admirers to mourn his death.

Death anniversary

Today is the 7th
death anniver-
sary of Dr Jahan
Ara Rabbee, wife
of martyred
intellectual Dr
Md Fazle
Rabbee, says a
pressrelease.

Dr Jahan Ara
played a vital role during the
Liberation War in rehabilitating the
war-affected women.

To mark this day, Qurankhwani
will be held and special prayers will
be offered. Wreaths will be placed
and Fateha will be offered at her
grave at the Azimpur graveyard.

ProfAjgar Ali

Today is the 4th
death anniver-
sary of Prof Ajgar
| Ali, an eminent
educationist
and a Language
Movement
veteran, says a
pressrelease.

A doa mabhfil
will be held at his residence at
"Addhapak Kutir" at B-411
Khligaonresidential area.

Abdullah-Al-Faruque

Today is the
third death
anniversary of
Abdullah-Al
Faruque, former
deputy general
manager of
Janata Bank,
says a press
release.

Abdul Majid

Today is the 24th death anniversary
of Abdul Majid, father of Dhaka
Public College Principal Prof
MustafaKamal, saysapressrelease.

A milad mahfil and Qurankhwani
will be held at his village home at
Purnamotiin Comilla.

Alhaj Sheikh Anwarul Islam

Today is the 10th death anniversary
of Alhaj Sheikh Anwarul Islam
(Manik Miah), a former teacher,
politician and social worker, says a
pressrelease.

A Qurankhwani and doa mahfil
will be held after Asr prayers at his
village home at "Sheikh Manjil"
Sheikh Para, Bhadeswar, Sylhet.
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