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Ensure internal democracy

Speakers tell political parties at roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ensuring democracy within the
political parties, ridding the leader-
ship of corruptionists and putting
an end to dynastic politics are a
must for establishing democratic
rule in the country, politicians, civil
society members and profession-
alssaid ataroundtableyesterday.

They also observed that crimes,
terrorism, nepotism and dynastic
politics -- some of the prevailing
problems in politics -- would not
disappear until the political parties
themselves establish and practise
internal democracy.

They also emphasised the need
to strengthen state-run institu-
tions and sectors to establish real
democracy.

Shushashoner Janney Nagarik
(Shujan) organised the roundtable
titled 'Review of the constitutions
of major political parties' at the
Jatiya Press Clubin the city.

The speakers strongly criticised
the major political parties, includ-
ing the Awami League and BNP, for
establishing dynastic politics and
notpractisinginternal democracy.

They said the party constitu-
tions should have specific provi-
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sions regarding powers of the party
chiefs in order to avoid dictator-
ship. There should also be provi-
sions for punishment in the event
of violations of constitutions by the
party chiefs.

Presenting the keynote paper,
Dr Badiul Alam Majumder, secre-
tary of Shujon, said there is no
mention of democracy in the
constitutions of BNP and Jatiya
Party.

There is no transparency in the
funding for the AL, BNP and JP, he
said, adding that these three par-
ties are also accused of selling
nominations.

"So, there is no alternative but
to reform the political parties to
strengthen democracy," he said.

Eminent economist Prof
Muzaffer Ahmad said if the politi-
cal parties do not practise internal
democracy, they could not estab-
lish democracy in the country after
assuming power.

He called for developing self-
criticism within the political party
and among the leaders so that they
can find out thereal problems.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
leader ASM Abdur Rob said the
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Dr Badiul Alam Majumder speaks at a roundtable titled 'Review of the consti-
tutions of major political parties' at the Jatiya Press Club in the city yester-
day. On his left are M Hafizuddin Khan and Dr Zafarullah Chowdhury and on

his rightis Mujahidul Islam Selim.

main problems lie with the state
system, not with the political par-
ties themselves.

He called for initiating a new
system so that the prime minister
could not exercise immense
power.

Prof Syed Anwar Hossain of
Dhaka University said those who
do not have specific educational
qualifications and the anti-
liberation elements must be barred
from politics.

Sheikh Shahidul Islam, secre-
tary general of Jatiya Party (Manju),
and Dr Asif Nazrul stressed the
need to make the registration of the
political parties mandatory.

Media personality Muhammad
Jahangir said the political parties
must take into account the educa-
tional qualifications of a candidate
before giving them the party nomi-
nation for parliamentary elections.

Mujahidul Islam Selim, general
secretary of Communist Party of
Bangladesh, blamed the AL and
BNP for the present situation.

Dr Zafarullah Chowdhury,
project coordinator of
Ganoshasthya Kendra, said dynas-
tic politics has pushed the country
towards adangerous situation.

"If the political parties do not
under reforms, the caretaker gov-
ernment should impose reforms
on them," he said, stressing the
need for decentralisation of pow-
ers in the state system as well as
political parties to curb corruption.

Misbahur Rahman Chowdhury,
chairman of Bangladesh Islami
Oikya Jote, said the retired govern-
ment officials who have entered
politics have spoiled the politics
and politicians.

He also demanded that war
criminals be barred from politics.

Dr Matiur Rahman, Shah Abdul
Hannan, Mohiuddin Ahmed, Ilyas
Kanchan, Rafiqul Islam Sarkar,
Dewan Sultan Ahmed, AZM Abdul
Ali and ATM Kamal also spoke at
the discussion moderated by
former adviser to the caretaker
government M Hafizuddin Khan.

96 killed by law enforcers since
emergency: Odhikar report

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 96 people were killed and
1,93,329 arrested by different law
enforcement agencies since the
state of emergency was declared
130 days ago, says a report by
Odhikar, ahumanrights watchdog.

Of the dead, 54 were killed by
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab), 25 by
police, seven by joint forces, six by
army, three by navy and one by
narcotics control department men.

The report revealed that 51
people were killed in 'crossfire' by
Rab while 12 by police and one by

thejointforces.

Odhikar demanded investiga-
tion into 'extra judicial killings' so
that the persons involved in those
could be brought to justice. They
also demanded to make the inves-
tigation report public.

According to the report, 17
people were killed in torture by
different law enforcement agen-
cies.

The dead included 39 activists
of different political parties includ-
ing eight from BNP, four from
Awami League, six from Purbo
Banglar Communist Party

(Janajuddho), four from Purbo
Banglar Communist Party, four
from Purbo Banglar Communist
Party (Red Flag), and two from
Biplobi Communist Party.

The list of dead also includes a
housewife, a female garment
worker, a freedom fighter, an
indigenous leader, three farmers, a
businessman, a police informer
and two bus drivers.

Odhikar also expressed grave
concern over non-payment of
wages to garment workers across
the country and jute mill workers at
Khalishpurin Khulna.

'Reinstate Valerie
Taylor as CRP

coordinator’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a press conference
yesterday demanded necessary
ste s to bring Valerie Taylor, founder
e Centre for Rehabilitation of the
Paralysed (CRP), back to her previ-
ous position as coordinator with due
honour for the sake of restoring the
reputation ofthe organisation.

The CRP board of trustees
recently removed Valerie Taylor,
who dedicated her life to caring for
others, from her position as its coor-
dinator.

At the press conference, the
speakers alleged that some trustees
have tried to turn the welfare organi-
sation into a profit-making organisa-
tion.

They also demanded restoration
of the spirit of CRP -- treatment and
rehabilitation of the poor at a mini-
mal cost.

The Nagarik Committee organ-
ised the press conference at Dhaka
Reporters' Unity (DRU) auditorium.

Mobarak Ali Mollah, a retired
additional secretary, said the CRP
authorities have increased all the
fees for care and treatment. As a
result, the poor people are being
deprived ofhealthcare, headded.

Nagorik Committee urged the
government to take necessary steps
to save the organisation from ruin
through investigation into various
activities of the trustee board.

Engineer SM Anwar Hossain, Maj
Gen (retd) ATM Abdul Wahad, Akku
Chowdhury and Golam Morshed
alsospoke atthe press conference.

Death anniversary
UNB, Dhaka

Today is the 6th
death anniver-
sary of
Nuruddin
Ahmed, aformer
presidents of
Federation of
Bangladesh
Chamber of
Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) and Dhaka Club.

To mark the day, a milad mahfil
will be held at his Banani residence
after Maghrib prayers.

Relatives and friends have been
requested to attend the milad.

'Implement draft RTI Act to
ensure good governance'

Non-accessibility of information
not only creates a major obstacle to
bringing about a change in the
livelihood of marginalised groups
butalso acts as a hurdle to strength-
ening good governance and democ-
racy, said development and human
rights activists at aworkshop yester-
day.

They also called for implement-
ing the draft Right to Information
(RTT) Act 2006 to ensure good gover-
nance, democracy, press freedom
and therights of the people.

Manusher Jonno Foundation
(MJF) organised the three-day
workshop on 'Mainstreaming Right
to Information (RTI): Challenges
and Possibilities' that began at Brac
Centre Inninthe cityyesterday, says
apressrelease.

The objective of the workshop is
to develop a common understand-

ing on the concept of Right to
Information (RTI), to mainstream
RTI related issues into partner's
programme and to identify the
future course ofaction.

Representatives of six partner
organisations of MJF, who are
working directly on the issue,
namely Shamunnay, Muktijoddha
Smriti Trust, Bishwa Shahitya
Kendra, Consumers' Association of
Bangladesh (CAB), D.Netand Mass-
line Media Centre (MMC), are
taking partin the workshop.

Projects of these partners of MJF
are focusing on national level policy
advocacy matters, mobilising
grassroots people and making them
aware so that they can claim access
to information as a right and con-
sider the right as a tool for develop-
ment and enlightening citizens
throughraising awareness.
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No change in temperature likely
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during the period, Met Office said.

The sun sets in the capital at 6.
tomorrow.

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by tem
wind is likely at a few places over Dhaka, Barisal, Chlttagong and
divisions and at one or two places over

Rajshahiand Khulna divisions in next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.
Day temperature Inaty remain nearly unchanged over the country
Offil

Highest temperature 37.0 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday at
Bograand Ishwardi and lowest 23.0 degree Celsius at Faridpur.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
in celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 34.3 25.4 69 70
Chittagong 31.4 24.2 81 78
Rajshahi 36.8 24.0 77 65
Khulna 35.3 24.5 76 64
Barisal 33.5 24.7 79 73
Sylhet 30.5 24.5 92 87
Cox'sBazar 31.5 245 90 75

orary gusty or sgually

ylhet

38 pm today and rises at 5:12am

Concern over
filing of case
against 2500
RMG workers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Different organisations yesterday
expressed concern over filing of a
case against 2500 unnamed workers
of Fortuna Apparels Ltd in Gazipur
by the police.

They also demanded immediate
withdrawal of the case.

In a press release, Ain O Salish
Kendra (ASK) said the owners of the
garment factories are not abiding by
the tripartite agreement signed
between the owners, workers and
the government, which generated a
lot of resentment among the work-
ers.

They said the government is not
showing any interest to enforce the
agreement rather the workers are
being harassed by filing cases
against them.

They demanded that the govern-
ment take effective steps in imple-
menting the tripartite agreement to
stop harassment of the workers.

In separate statement, Sramik
Karmachari Oikya Panshad (Skop)
demanded payment of the salaries
and arrears to the workers, compen-
sation to the family of the killed,
prOﬁer treatment of the injured
workers and withdrawal of the case.

Housewife
murdered

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A housewife was murdered in the
cityyesterday.

The dead was identified as
Nadira Yasmin, 38, of Kalabagan 1st
lane in Dhanmondi.

She was the wife of Amir
Hossain, a transport businessman.

Being tipped-off, police recovered
thebodywhlchwaslymgonabed

They found a black mark around
the victim's neck and found a scarf
hanging from the ceiling fan.

The body was sent to Dhaka
Medical Collége morgue for autopsy.

Woman shot,
robbed of

Tk one lakh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Some unidentified miscreants shot
a housewife and looted Tk one lakh
from her possession at Mirpurin the
cityyesterday.

Marzina Begum, 35, wife of an
expatriate living in Saudi Arabia
Abdul Hossain, rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital with a
bulletreceived atherleg.

Police said three snatchers,
riding a motorbike, intercepted her
in front of Mirpur Fire Service
Station when she was returning
home along with her sister in a
rickshaw after drawing Tk one lakh
from the Mirpur branch of Islami
Bankataround 10:30am.

As she protested, the muggers
opened fire and left the scene hur-
riedly with the money, said
Marzina.

Appeal for help

The parents of a
nine-year-old
boy who has
been suffering
from aplastic
anaemia has
sought financial
assistance for
histreatment.

The boy,
Mohammad Reza, born into a
stranded Pakistani family at
Geneva camp in Dhaka, was diag-
nosed with the disease recently. He
is now undergoing treatment at
Pancare Hospital.

According to doctors, the boy
immediately needs bone marrow
transplant, which involves about Tk
25 lakh. Besides, his initial treatment
will costabout Tk50,000amonth.

But it is not possible for his father
Mohammad Murad, a
rickshawpuller, to afford such an
expensive treatment. He has
appealed to generous people to
extend a helping hand to save the life
ofhisson.

Contributions can be sent to
Account no: 6554 (34), Sonali Bank,
Krishi Bazar Branch,
Mohammadpur, Dhaka. For further
information, interested persons can
also contact Pancare Hospital
Limited, Dhanmondi Tower, House
# 4/A, Road # 16 (old 27),
Dhanmondi. Telephone: 8158394,
9142422.

CA provides

Tk 1 lakh for
treatment of
ailing journo

UNB, Dhaka

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
has provided Tk one lakh for the
treatment of ailing Staff Reporter of
the dailyJugantor Hasan Arefin.

The CA extended the help as his
attention was drawn to the ailing jour-
nahst who underwent bypass heart

§ery at Ibrahim Cardiac Centre of

emHospitalfewdaysago.

On behalf of the CA, his Press
Secretary Syed Fahim Munaim
handed over a cheque for the
amount to Arefin's wife Rina Pervin
atthe CA'sofficeyesterday.

Jugantor Editor Golam Sarwar
wasalso present.
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Chief Justice Md Ruhul Amin speaks at the Call to the Bar Ceremony at Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference

Centre in the city yesterday. Bangladesh Bar Council organised the ceremony.

TRAINING OF POLICE

5-year-old girl
shot dead in
Gazipur

A CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Afive-year-old girl died after a bullet
reportedly from nearby firing range
of Rajendrapur Cantonment in
Gazipur hit her head yesterday
afternoon.

The bullet hit the right side of the
head of Shila Akter, daughter of one
Shahin Miah and Jayeda Akter,
while Shila along with her parents
was having lunch inside the kitchen
of their house at Taltoly Dike Bari at
Joydevpurin Gazipurat 1:38pm.

The family members with the
help of locals rushed Shila to
Combined Military Hospital in
Rajendrapur where the doctors
declared her dead.

Another bullet was found
engraved in a date palm on the
northernside of the kitchen.

Sources in the cantonment said
that a daylong training session of
firing for the officials from the
departments of police and special
branch was held yesterday in the
firing range of the cantonment
starting from 7:00am.

Turkish envoy
seeks Dhaka's
support to hold
World Expo

UNB, Dhaka

The government of Turkey has full
support for the present caretaker
government, said the Turkish
Ambassadorin Dhaka Ferit Ergin.

The Turkish envoy said this
when he made a courtesy call on
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
at the latter's office yesterday
morning.

Ergin sought Bangladesh's
support to the Turkish move to
hold World Expo in 2015 at Izmir, a
city of Turkey.

The ambassador appreciated
the government's various reform
activities in the economic sector
andin electoral process.

This was the Turkish envoy's
first call on Fakhruddin Ahmed
after his assumption of office as
the chief adviser of the caretaker
governmenton January 12, 2007.

Chehlum

Chelum of Dr
Qamrun Nabhar,
gynecological
consultant of
Chittagong
Medical College
Hospital, will be
held at her
residence at
Changaon on
Friday, says a pressrelease.

She passed away due to a car-
diacarreston May 15.

She left behind her husband,
oneson and one daughter.

Friends, relatives and admirers
have been requested to attend the
programme.
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Seminar

Sarak O Janapath Prokousholi Samity of
Roads and Highways Department (RHD)
and Institute of Water Modeling organise
a seminar on 'Mathematical modeling in
road infrastructure management and
bridge hydraulics'. Venue: RHD
auditorium. Time: 10:00am.

Roundtable

Arthakantha, a news magazine, will
hold a roundtable on 'Problems and
prospects of non-resident
Bangladeshis' (NRB) investment in
Bangladesh'. Venue: Dhaka Sheraton
Hotel. Time: 10:00am.
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View exchange

Samata, a development organisation, will
hold a view exchange on problems of
marginalised sugarcane farmers. Venue:
Cirdap auditorium. Time: 3:00pm.

Film show

Dhaka University Film Society will
screen two French films: Venus Beaut
Institute and Eight Women. Venue:
Alliances Frangaises. Time: 3:00pm.

Make proposed coal
policy public

Speakers urge CG

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a press conference
yesterday called on the caretaker
government to make the proposed
coal policy public and consult with
the experts before finalisingit.

Terming the proposed policy
export-biased, they said that if the
policy is finalised without consulta-
tions with the people and experts, it
will serve the interests of foreign
companiesinstead of the nation.

They also said mineral resources
should be used only in the country,
as the constitution says people are
ultimately the owners of all
resources.

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
(Bapa) organised the press confer-
ence on 'Energy policy: Present
situation' at Dhaka Reporters' Unity
auditorium.

The speakers urged the caretaker
government not to go for fourth
round bidding for offshore oil and
gas exploration for signing produc-
tion-sharing contracts with interna-
tional oil companies.

The caretaker government
should leave that decision to the
next elected government, they
added.

After the energy policy adopted
in 1996 was published, several
agreements were signed during the
third round bidding for four blocks,
but most of them still remain inef-
fective, theyadded.

Presenting a keynote paper,

Nuruddin Mahmud Kamal, former
chairman of Power Development
Board, said the caretaker govern-
ment should not take any initiatives
regarding gas and coal exports.

"Rather, formulating a guideline
on power and energy sector devel-
opment for the next elected govern-
ment is an important task for the
presentgovernment,” headded.

He also said Petrobangla, the
state-run oil, gas and mineral cor-
poration, which produces and
supplies around 550 billion cubic
feet gas ayear, gives Tk 2500 crore in
revenue to the government's exche-
quer.

But any part of that amount is
not being used in developing gas
well, he said, adding that if 10 per-
centoftherevenueis ploughed back
into gas well development
programmes, it would be possible
for Petrobangla to further explore
several billions of cubic feet gas.

He also urged the government to
reshuffle the Energy Regulatory
Commissionimmediately.

Prof Abu Ahmed of economics
department, Dhaka University,
suggested that the government can
raise capital from the country's
stock market to generate power
instead of inviting international
companies for this purpose.

Prof Kazi Saleh Ahmed, former
vice-chancellor of Jahangirnagar
University, and Zakir Hossain of
Bapa were also present at the press
conference.

'"Protect Shegunbagicha
school playground'

DU CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
(Bapa), an environmentalist
organisation, along with residents
and guardians yesterday urged the
caretaker government to preserve
the playground on Shegunbagicha
High School premises in the city for
the sake of children of three
schools around the ground.

They also demanded steps to
stop local government's initiative
to build a 'Thana Resource Centre'
on the playground, which is to be
established in cooperation with the
Asian Development Bank.

Bapa said constructing any
structure on any playground,
garden or any open space is illegal
according to Garden Preservation
Law 2000.

Being failed to hold its sched-
uled press conference on the
Shegunbagicha High School pre-
mises yesterday due to police
'interference’, it circulated a writ-
ten statement to the journalists,
saysapressrelease.

In the statement, Bapa said the
tiny playground is the lone open
space of three schools.

Shegunbagicha High School is on
the north of the playground, while
Begum Rahima Ideal Girls School is
on the east and Ideal Government
Primary Schoolis on the west.

Before the beginning of the
academic activities of the schools,
around two thousand students of
those schools gather at the play-
ground everyday. The schools hold
assembly everyday in turn due to
little size of the playground. Annual
sports of the three schools are also
held here.

If the resource centre is built,
students will have no open place to
gather which will hamper their
physical and mental growth, Bapa
said.

“Residents of the area, guard-
ians and the Bapa think the initia-
tive to construct any structure is
unethical,” the statementreads.

On the occasion of the press
conference, Bapa Convener Abu
Naser Khan, Engineer Md
Shahidullah, Engineer Inamul
Haque, Begum Rahima Ideal Girls
School Vice President Shamsuddin
Bhuiyan and a number of residents
of the area and guardians of the
students gathered at the place.

'28 pc children miss
non-formal schooling
due to job for family'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Children of hard-to-reach poor
parents cannotattend schools due to
their financial problems, according
toastudy.

Twenty eight percent of the
students attending non-formal
schools missed schoolingas theyhad
to work for maintenance of their
families whereas 20 percent children
attending government primary
schools missed schools for the same
reason.

These wererevealed atthelaunch-
ing of a study titled 'What Parents
Think of Their Children's Schools' by
Centre for Policy Research (CPR) of
International University of Business
Agriculture and Technology (IUBAT)
atDhakaReporters' Unity auditorium
inthecityyesterday.

The CPR research group con-
ducted the study on 349 parents at
Uttara in the city during the summer
0f2005.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr
John Richards, a visiting professor of

TUBAT, said Bangladeshi people
realised the importance of women
education as according to the study
90 percent of the respondents
thought educating girls was as
importantaseducatingboys.

He also said poor parents do not
bother about the quality of educa-
tion that had been imparted in the
non-formal schools and the govern-
ment primary schools. Only the
parents sending their children to the
private schools are concerned about
thequality ofeducation, headded.

Vice Chancellor of IUBAT Prof M
Alimullah Miyan said Bangladesh
made advancement in imparting
primary education to alarge number
of students, but the quality of educa-
tionshould alsobeensured.

He also said management and
administration deficiencies in pri-
vately-run primary and secondary
schools and inadequately trained
teachers hampered the quality of
primary and secondary education in
the country.

Dr Yunus wants
to take banking
for the poor

to Africa

AFP, Berlin

Bangladeshi Nobel peace laureate
Muhammad Yunussaid on Tuesday
he was hoping to export the micro-
credit system he pioneered in Asia
to more African countries to help
the continent overcome poverty.

"There is a lot of interest from
Africanleaders towhomIhavebeen
talking. The question is how can this
be translated into practice," he told
a press conference at the close of a
World Bank meeting on Africa in
Berlin.

Yunus said all of the developed
world needed to strive to help Africa
in order to live up to the United
Nations' Millennium Development
Goals which include halving
extreme poverty by 2015.

"This is very important. It is the
first time the UN has set such goals.
The time has come to stick to them."

Yunus, nicknamed the "Banker
to the Poor", won the 2006 Nobel
peace prize for helping millions
escape poverty through micro-
credit financing projects which
enable people without collateral or
steady income to getsmallloans.

A few African nations, including
Rwanda and Mali, already have
micro-credit financing projects
based on the model he developed.

Yunus held talks with African
officials in Berlin just weeks ahead
of the Group of Eight summit from
June 6-8 in Heiligendamm,
Germany.

The host nation, which holds the
G8 presidency, has promised to put
initiatives to help Africa high on the
summitagenda.

German Development Minister
Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul said
Tuesday the summit would look at
how to give ordinary Africans access
tofinancialinstitutions.

"This will be an important point
atthe summit."

Nurul Huda
passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Language
Movement
veteran engi-
neer Nurul
Huda passed
away due to
respiratory
complications at
Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib
Medical
University Hospital yesterday at
the age of83, saysapressrelease.

He was buried at Banani
Graveyard.

Son of advocate Nuruddin
Ahmad and Sabia Khatun, Nurul
Huda was born in Tripura of India
on August 8 in 1924. After comple-
tion of BSC from Koltaka Presidency
College in 1947, he enrolled at the
then Ahsan Ullah Engineering
Collegein Dhaka.

He was elected vice-president
for 1948-54 and led the language
movementin the college.

He was also members of
Tamuddun Majlish, Rashtravasha
Sangram Parishad and Sarbadaliya
Rashtravasha Sangram Parishad.

During the first strike in the
government offices in Dhaka
demanding declaration of Bangla as
the state language of Pakistan on
December 13 in 1947, Nurul Huda
led arallyin front of the secretariat.

Rehab official

killed in road
accident

Squadron Leader
(retd) Syed M
Akhter, organis-
ing secretary of
Real Estate and
Housing
Association of
Bangladesh
(Rehab) and
managing direc-
tor of Northern Foundation, was
killed in a road accident on Airport
Road in the city early yesterday,
saysapressrelease.

Rehab members, in a state-
ment, expressed deep shock at his
death. They also prayed for salva-
tion of the departed soul and con-
veyed sympathy to the members of
the bereaved family.

Doa mabhfil

A doa mahfil for
late ABM Kamal
Uddin Khan,
founder life
member and
former chair-
man of Board of
Governors of
North  South
University
Foundation, will be held on the
North South University campus at
Star Tower at 12 Kemal Ataturk
Avenue in the city at 4:30pm
tomorrow, says a pressrelease.

Members of NSU Foundation,
NSU administration, faculties,
students and admirers are
requested to attend the doa mahfil.

Kamal Uddin Khan passed away
onMay20inaroadaccident.

A doa mahfil on behalf of his
family will also be held at Banani
Jam-e-Mosque on May 24 after
Maghrib prayers.
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