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Stolen Forests

Photo exhibition at Drik Gallery

KARIM WAHEED

n thelast few decades our forestlandscapes

have changed radically. Apart from the
Sundarbans, other major woodlands in the
country have faced unplanned and often illegal
logging, invasive mass plantation of trees that
are not indigenous to the region -- solely for
commercial purposes, and other adversities.
The once lush highlands of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) are bare today. Sal forests, a part of
the local identity, are on the verge of becoming
extinct.

The ongoing photo exhibition titled Stolen
Forests, organised by Society for Environment
and Human Development (SEHD), at Drik
Gallery highlights what Bangladesh haslost from
its unique forest patches. Photographs by Philip
Gain and Ronald Haldar also reflect the wildlife
and lifestyle of the indigenous communities
livingin the woodlands.

Deforestation is not unique in Bangladesh.
But what's happening in our country needs a
little explanation. A brochure published by
SEHD reads: "The introduction of plantations --
monoculture of teak, rubber, eucalyptus and

acacia -- has horrendous consequences on
native forests. In Modhupur, invasive species
have made their way into the forestland under
the guise of 'social forestry' that is plantation is
essence. Here 'social forestry' that was initiated
in 1889-90 was preceded by rubber monoculture
that destroyed a significant part of the salforests.

"Except for the Sundarbans, monoculture
plantations have rapidly expanded in recent
times in all forest regions of Bangladesh...We
have very disturbing statistics here -- the coun-
try's official eighteen percent public forestland
has shrunk to approximately six percent that
includes the mangrove forests and the planta-
tions.

"In many countries including Bangladesh
'less productive' forestlands are targeted for
plantations. However, what is often branded as
'less productive' is actually native forest that has
immense social, cultural, traditional, educa-
tional, medicinal and environmental value. In
Bangladesh while the plantation projects are
implemented by the government, they are
financed mostly by international financial
institutions -- Asian Development Bank (ADB)
and World Bank. The promotion of plantation

Musical instruments and other everyday objects used by indigenous communities on display

Photos (top and bottom-right) at the exhibition

economy, officially sanctioned logging, reserva-
tion, settlement of Bengalis in the CHT etc are
some of the major factors that underlie the
destruction of the forests and the misery of the
forest-dwelling ethnic minorities."

While Ronald Haldar's photos highlight our
unique forests and the life forms they support,
Philip Gain focuses on how the forests of Bangla-
desh have beenrobbed of their native species.

Aphoto by Gain shows an illegal banana planta-
tion in Modhupur. The area was cleared of all
vegetation a few years back. Overuse of chemical
fertilizers, pesticides and hormones have had such
animpacton thearea thatitbears no mark of the sal
forest that it once was. Another image by Gain
frames a picturesque Tanchangya village in a
remote area in Rangamati. Other photos by Gain
feature an elderly Chak women at Baishari in
Naikhongchhori, Bandarban (the Chaks are one of
theleastknown and very small ethnic communities
in the region); a Mru mother and her child (also
taken in Bandarban) and Ringworm shrubs, locally
knownas 'Dadmardan' -- aherb used formedicinal
purposes (shotin CHT).

An Indian Pied Hornbill in all its glory is the
subject of one of Haldar's photos. Another image by
him features the swamp forests of Tanguar Haor that

« supports a wide variety of aquatic plants including

E waterlilies. A photo, also by Haldar, shows dark caves

S in Bandarban, that are homes to a large population

Z of bats -- an important component of the local
ecosystem.

Everyday objects including musical instru-

ments used by the indigenous communities living
in the woodlands are on display at the exhibition.
Documentaries -- Our Sal Forest, Stolen Forests,
Teardrops of Karnaphuli, The Story of Baikka Beel,
Khumi Livesand more -- on the forestlands and the
local ethnic communities, are also being screened
atDrikas partofthe exhibit.
The exhibition willend on May 24.

'"Matir Moina' aired on Turner
Classic Movies

Matir Moina, the internationally
acclaimed film directed by Tareque
Masud and produced by Catherine
Masud, was aired on May 17th on the
US TV channel Turner Classic Movies,
as part of a special film series cele-
brating the 60th Anniversary of the
Cannes Film Festival, says a press
release.

Matir Moina is one of the 10
selected films, being aired on the TV
channel as part of the special
programme.

Turner Classic Movies (TCM) is
known as a broadcaster of old as well
as contemporary classic cinema.
Other films being aired as part of the
series are: Russian filmmaker Mikhail
Kalatozov's The Cranes are Flying
(Palme d'Or winner, 1957), Spanish
filmmaker Luis Bunuel's Viridiana
(Palme d'Or winner, 1961) and Italian
filmmaker Michelangelo Antonioni's
Blow-Up (Palme d'Orwinner, 1966).

Matir Moina was the first
Bangladeshi film to be screened at
Cannes. It was the opening film at the
prestigious Directors' Fortnight
section and also won the FIPRESCI
International Critics' Prize for best
film at Cannes in 2002. The film's
broadcast on TCM was preceded by a
brief programme introducing the
director and Bangladeshi history and
culture to the American audience.

Matir Moina has also been aired
by a number of other major interna-

Jayanto Chattyopadhyay and Rokeya Prachy in Matir Moina

tional TV channels. Last December
the film was shown by UK's Channel
4. The film was also aired by the
Australian TV channel SBS, as well as
TV channels in Canada, Ireland,
Japan, New Zealand, Poland, Hun-
gary, Ukraine, Turkey and Singa-
pore.

The following text is from TCM's
web-announcement on the broad-
cast, which contains more detailed
information on the film: "In this
intimate portrait, Tareque Masud

shows the diversity and complexity
of the Bangladeshi life, including its
rich folk and religious traditions."
Tareque told the French newspa-
per Le Monde on the film's portrayal
of Bangladesh, “This reality has
nothing to do with its image abroad -
- that of a poor country riddled with
famine, flood and fundamentalism. I
wanted to convey my own view of my
country, that of a moderate Muslim
Bangladesh, and to feature its social,
cultural and political diversity.”

ATN Bangla will air Meet the

Press, a show featuring conversa-
tion between a renowned person-
ality and journalists on contempo-

rary issues, live at 8:50pm tonight.

Hosted by noted journalist
Manjurul Ahsan Bulbul, tonight's
show features the Mayor of Dhaka
City, Sadeq Hossain Khoka

International recognition for Rati Haque

Photography Exhibition

Favza HAQ

Title: Stolen Forestes
Photographer: Philip Gain and Ronald

Halder

Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58, Road
15A, Dhanmondi

Date: May 18-24

Time: 3pm-8pm

Solo Art Exhibition

Title: Anadi Kumar Boiragi's Quest for
Self-Entity

Venue: Gallery Zoom, Alliance
Francaise, 26 Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi
Date: May 18-31

Time: 9am- 12pm, 5pm-9pm

Collage Workshop
Exhibition

Title: Collagekalpa

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
House 275/F, Road 27 (old) Dhanmondi

Date: May 20-26
Time: 12pm-8pm

Rafi Haque's prints are on display at
an ongoing Italian print bienalle.
The exhibit also includes works of
125 artists from 50 countries. Fifteen
artists, including Rafi, have been
honoured and their solo exhibitions
will also be held in Italy.

"Print-making is a media of
communication and prints are
easier to ship overseas than paint-
ings. In my colour compositions I try
to bring in my emotions and memo-
ries. I believe these feelings are just
not exclusively mine but universal.
The theme thatI've been working on
for a while is our progress since the
Liberation War. I have elements of
both sorrows and joy combined in
mywork," hesays.

Initially sombre browns used to
dominate his work, but now he has
taken to more cheerful colours. The
spontaneous emotions of grieving
for his mother, who he says, was like

a "sheltering umbrella" to him, were
depicted in his works. Now Rafi's
mood is more idyllic and joyous.
"I've moved away from depression
and despair," says Rafi.

In his recent work Childhood
memories, the artist has repeatedly
brought in the kite motif. "I used to
participate in several sports like
cricket and football as a child but
could never handle kite flying. That
childhood craving is apparent in my
prints. Apart from that, green fields,
ponds and trees are included in my
work. When I was a kid, these ele-
ments appeared huge to me. I've
brought in semi abstract faces of my
friends too. My infatuation with a
classmate, Shilpi, has been captured
inthese printstoo."

At a Paris triennale, Rafi worked
as a commissioner for artists send-
ing their work from Bangladesh. The

A print by Rafi Haque

works at the Paris show were mono-
chrome as they were in dry point.
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TV GUIDE

"The Simpsons' celebrates 400th episode

Itisthe 15-minute doodle thathasraked in billions.

Matt Groening drew The Simpsonsin 15 minutes for The
Tracey Ullman Show on the then-fledgling Fox network.
Twenty years later -- after President George H.W. Bush
vilified it, critics hailed it and the industry feted it with

awards -- The Simpsons celebrated its milestone 400th
episode yesterday.
The Simpsons Movie opens July 27, a video game is

planned, and Universal Studios Hollywood and Universal
Orlando Resort are slated to open Simpsons rides in spring
2008.

This success is far beyond what creator Groening had
dared hope. “I thought The Simpsonswas going to be a hit
show,” Groening said. “I thought, 'We need to have a
prime-time cartoon on the air.' This is what I would have
wanted to see on the air when I'was akid.

“That is what I am always thinking on any creative
project. My worry was that adults would not give it a
chance because it is a cartoon and say, 'Oh, another show
for kids." If I could get adults' attention, then they would
like it. Inever imagined I would be talking about it 20 years
later.”

The characters have morphed from their initial harsher
look on Ullman's show. Groening continues to work on
the show in many capacities. He reflects -- more honestly
than mostwould -- onreaching the 400th episode.

“It's too many episodes,” he said and then laughed,
realizing no creator should admit such a thing. “Idon'tsee
anyreason for us to stop,” said Groening, “unless thereisa
feelingwe are not having fun anymore.”

Source: Internet

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsible
forany change in the programme.

* News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm. (To be telecast on all Bangla
channels).

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pmand 8:00 pm.

CHANNEL 1

News (Bangla) at 8:00am.
12:00pm. 2:30pm. 6:30pm.
7:30pm. 10:00pm. 12:30am
BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 8:00am. 2:00pm.
6:00pm. 7:15pm. 10:30pm.

News Headlines (Bangla) at
10:00am. 12:00am. 4:00pm.

News Headlines (English) at 8:05pm
Rtv

News (Bangla) at 10:15pm. and
12:15am

PICK OF THE DAY

On Channel-iat9:35pm
Drama Serial
Cast: Apurbo, Roni

Kath Koylar Chhobi
OnATN Bangla at8:00pm
Drama Serial

Cast: Tauquir Ahmed, Bipasha Hayat

BTV 09:45 Public Reaction
08:45  Bishwa Bichit 09:50
09: 15 Sllfor‘:;:ptilc itra GrameenphoneTritiy
: L omatra
10:00  TestCricket: | 44:05  Equcational
Bangladesh Vs India Programme
LR DL 12:30  Citycell
06:10 Amader Mukti Judho Tl
WGRI (el Gl 01:05  Ebong Cinemar
07:00  Documentary Gaan
Programme X
07:30  Musical Programme: 01:30 ;::;gzg:g I
Panchyo Kobir Gaan | gy.45 pypjic Reaction
08:30 Protidin Bangladesh . "
. 02:40  Mega Serial:
08:35 Musical Programme [ —-

‘1’:gg Laa"z‘fl:'f& ] 03:05  Banijio O Orthoniti
) g 03:30  Business Today
ATN Bangla 04:00  Banijjo O Orthoniti

08:30  Drama Serial: The 04:50  SaRe GaMa
New Sabuj Opera 05:30  Mukti Juddho
09:15  ATN Commentary Protidin
Box 06:00 Stargate SG one
10:30  Talk Show: AKTEL 06:20  Antoraler Kotha
Onyodrishti 06:40 Business Show
11:15  Mega Serial: Ek 07:50  BBC Bangladesh
Jonomey Shanglap
12:10 Mota Mot 09:35 Drama Serial: Kobi
01:25  Cholochitrer Golpo 10:00  Drama Serial:
02:30 Drama Serial: Nirob Shadha Ranger
Kosto Swapno
03:15  Drama Serial: O 12:00 Grameenphone
Amar Chokhu Nai Ajker Shangbadpotro
03:45 Children's ntv
Programme _ .
04:20  Matir Shubatash 01:05  Japan Video Topic
05:10  Shushto Thakun 02:30  Drama Serial:
05:45  Business week ; Shantokutir
06:20  Asheypasher 03:15 Shomporkq
Manush 03:50 Drama Serial:
08:00  Drama Serial: Kath Bhalobasha
Koylar Chhobi Mondobasha
08:45  Meet the press 04:25  Mon Amar
12:00 Grameenphone Shondhan Kori
Lead News 05:15 Din Dorpon
a 05:20  Apnar Jigyasha
CHANNEL-i 06:50  Crime Watch
09:30 Shongbad Potrey 08:15 Drama Serial:
Bangladesh

Chokkor 11:10 Sports Vision Takai

08:50 Music Express 11:40 Cinebit 10:25 Talkshow

09:45  Drama Serial: 02:40  Amar Ami 12:05  Drama Serial: Shishir
Bhalobasha 03:10  Apnar Agami Bheja Sheuli
Mondobasha 04:15  Drama Serial: 12:30  Cartoon

Rtv Swapno Chura 01:30  Game Show

06:15 Musical Programme 05:00 Drama Serial: Tarik 03:30 Documentary

06:30 Japito Jibon Ali Hadari Programme

07:30 Cinema Ar Gaan 05:40 Diner Sheshey 05:00 Cartoon

08:00 Drama Serial: Biyer 06:35  Amader Ranna Ghar | 06:00 Tagore Song
Golpo 08:15  Desher Pathey 09:15  Drama

08:40  Look at Me 08:55  Drama of the week: STAR PLUS

09:30  Drama Serial: High- Neel Chandoa 09:30  Kumkum - Pyara Sa
tension BOISHAKHI Bandian

BANGLAVISION 08:00  Din Protidin 10:00  V Trailers - Star Plus

08:35  Shubho Shokal 09:00  Cartoon 10:30  Aladdin

09:05  Agamir Kontho 09:30 Documentary 11:00 Timon And Pumbaa

10:10 Article Thirty-Nine Programme: Jedik-e 12:00 Hatim

01:00
01:30

02:00
02:30
03:00
03:30

04:00
04:30
05:00
05:30
06:00

06:30
07:00

07:30
08:00

08:30 Karam Apnaa Apnaa 10:30 Psych 07:30 Leopard Week
09:00 Kasautii Zindagii Kay 11:30 Seinfeld 08:30 Colours of India
09:30 Meri Awaz Ko Mil 12:00 Friends 09:30 Everest: Beyond the
Gayi Roshni NATIONAL Limit
10:00 Kasturi 10:30 Kings of Construction
10:30  Kahaani Ghar Ghar | GEOGRAPHIC 11:30  Life on the Edge
Kii 09:30 Space Shuttle
11:00 Kyunki Saas Bhi Explosion STAR SPORT
Kabhi Bahu Thi 11:00  Sauna Belt 09:30  Fa Cup 2006/07
11:30 Kayamath 11:15 Global Sky Shop 12:30  Paris-Roubaix 2007
12:00  Paraya Dhan 11:30  Titanic 01:30  Fa Cup Highlights
STAR MOVIES 12:30 Munich Olympic 02:30 I_Spanlsh Football
Massacre ERle
09:45 Elektra . ;
; . . 01:30 Kayaking: Norway 04:30 Pro Bull Riders
11:30 Being Julia =yet IASsoGiationlBuilt
. 9 02:30  Piripiri, Pugsly, Josh ssociation’bu
01:15 Goldfinger 05:30 M .
) 03:00 Crabs 3 asters Series
03:15 First Snow Hambura P .
. . 03:30  Space Shuttle amburg Fresente:
05:05  Flatliners ) . o
Explosion 07:30  Pride Fighting
07:00 Spymate . )
. 04:30  Mad Labs Championship
08:30 Beauty Shop X . }
. g ; 05:00  Bad-Rap Rattlesnakes | 08:30  Caribbean Kings
10:15 The Living Daylights ) X .
. 05:30  Nat Geo Junior 09:30  Best Of Hitz
12:25 - Saw : i 10:00  Full Toss? Haste
02:10 Deepwater 06:00 Calling All Crocs : f
. g 06:30  Space Shuttle Rehna Boss
03:45  Wildfires ) .
Explosion 10:30 Pro Bull Riders
STAR WORLD 07:30  AlLife Among Whales Association Buil
09:00  The Simpsons 08:30  Air Crash Investiga- 11:30 Engine Block
Kasautii Zindagii Kay ::00 Zhe Slmp;onsI 09:30 tlson o 12:00  Rally D'italia-Sardinia
Kumkum - Pyara Sa :30 rrgsted evelopment : econds From ESPN
Bandhan 12:00 8 Simple Rules Disaster )
. 12:30  Koffee With Karan 10:30  Seconds From 08:30  Inter X Games Ten
Bhabhi i Classix: Red
. 01:30  Law & Order: S.V.U. Disaster St
Soarthi 02:30  Oprah Winfrey Show | 11:30  Rated W 09:30 T006 Wometn Sf o
. q 03:30  The Bold And The ournamen amp
KKY;)’}:',"ES:"ST:,“' Beautiful DISCOVERY 10:30  Ultan Azlan Shah Cup
KZyanlmaathu I 04:00  General Hospital CHANNEL 2007
K A A 05:00  Third Watch 09:30  Discovery Biggest 12:00  Ba Playoffs 2006/07
Param %nhaa pnaa 06:00 Sl SienE 03:58 Power Test Series
aracya Shan 06:30  The Simpsons 11:30  Junkyard Wars 06:00  Emember The Titans
V Trailers - Star Plus : 06:30 P Test Seri
Meri Awaz Ko Mil 07:00  Cheers 12:30  Ten Years Younger : T IR I
Gavi Roshni 07:30  Friends 01:30  Wild Discovery 11:00  Portscenter India
Kamtor 08:00  Seinfeld 0230  Dstective Stories 12:00  Portscenter Asia
. 08:30 My Wife And Kids 03:30  Planet Earth 12:00  Aster Stroke - Vvs
Kahaani Ghar Ghar . .
Kii 09:00 Still Standing 04:30 Tiger Week Laxman
Prithviraj Chauhan 2323 (sm“.“ded L 05:30  Wild Safari
Baa Bahoo Aur Baby 5 rasier 06:30  Extreme Machines
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