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Siddiqui evicted me from govern-
ment quarters at Dhanmondi and 
allocated the residence to another 
person," Shafiq said.

Shafiq further alleged that 
Kamal Siddiqui deliberately impli-
cated him in a case of repression on 
women and harassed him.

Magistrate Golam Mostafa 
ordered the officer-in-charge of 
Kachua Police Station to investi-
gate the case and take legal action.

CASES AGAINST MOSHARRAF

Two more cases were filed 
against former Health Minister 
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain and 
101 others in Comilla yesterday.

Ashiqur Rahman of Kamalkandi 
in Daudkandi upazila filed a case 
against 51 people, including 
Mosharraf, with the cognizance 
court.

The complainant said the 
accused looted his fertiliser shop at 
Boalmari Bazar as he refused to pay 
Tk 50,000 in toll after the national 
election in 2001. 

Another case was filed with the 
same court by Ohidur Rahman of 
South Nasuruddi  vi l lage in 
Daudkandi upazila for damaging 
and looting his house

after the election in 2001. 

Accepting the two cases, the 
court ordered the officer-in-charge 
(OC) of Daudkandi Police Station 
to investigate the cases.
VAROSHA SUED

Our Rangpur Correspondent 
reported that a case was lodged 
with a court here on Tuesday 
against district BNP President and 
former MP Rahim Uddin Varosha 
for defalcation of Tk 5,34,200.

Toyebur Rahman Mitu of 
Senpara in the town filed the case. 
In the case, Mitu alleged that 
Varosha rented his central Road 
building for BNP office at Tk 1,800 

excluding electricity bill  on 
December 2, 1985.

He stated that Varosha paid 
only Tk 60,000 including electricity 
bill in two instalments from 1985 to 
2007. He did not pay the rest of the 
amount despite repeated requests.

Mitu further said that a legal 
notice was served on Varosha, but 
he did not pay heed to it.

Meanwhile, the joint forces 
yesterday arrested Pirojpur district 
Jamaat Secretary General on 
charge of extortion and cheating.

Police said Maulana Shafiqul 
Islam, also a teacher of Kumarkhali 
Nesaria Mohammadia Madrasa, 
was picked up at noon from a clinic 
in the town owned by him. Later he 
was handed over to the police.
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Huda and his men of beating him 
severely that risked his life on 
October 28 last year.

As per direction of Huda, the two 
others also took Tk 17, 700 from the 
complainant and asked him not to 
disclose it to anyone.   
NASIM CASE
Judge Malik Abdullah Al Amin of the 
Special Court for Dhaka Division 
fixed June for hearing on charge 
framing against Nasim and AHS 
Rahman, director of Consosietes 
Limited, in connection with a graft 
case filed five years back.

Under a tight security, Nasim was 
produced before the court at 
11:30am while Rahman was absent 
there due to his illness.

Mohammad Abdul Hai, an offi-
cial of now defunct Bureau of Anti-
Corruption, pressed charges against 
them on June 13, 2002.

Following the submission of 
charge sheet, Nasim and Rahman 
submitted separate criminal miscel-
laneous petitions to the High Court 
(HC) challenging the legality of the 
proceedings of the case. The higher 
court had earlier rejected their peti-
tions saying that the charges brought 
against them would be proceeded 
with.

In the case filed with Ramna 
Police Station, the complainant said 
in order to 'illegally award' a contract 
to the WorldTel to install three lakh 
telephones, Nasim had appointed a 
private firm, Consosietes Ltd, the 
consultancy without any competi-
tive bidding. 

"Accordingly, the consultancy 
made 'fictitious' recommendations 
for the WorldTel, the lone bidder of 
the project, to 'make its financial 
proposal look lucrative'. 

"In reality, the project was 
awarded to the WorldTel without 
any competition. 

"Although there was no fund for 
appointment of a consultant, Nasim 
appointed Consosietes to the post 
and made the WorldTel pay for the 
fee. So, while Consosietes was on the 
payroll of WorldTel, it was also given 
the task to evaluate the latter's finan-
cial proposal."

The matter has harmed the 
country's interest, the FIR said
MAMUN CASE 
A special court could not begin the 
trial of the graft case against contro-
versial businessman Giasuddin Al 
Mamun, as he was not produced 
before the court due to illness yester-
day.

Judge Mohammad Ashraf  
Hossain of the Fifth Special Court, set 
up at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar MP 
Hostel, fixed May 22 for next hearing 
of the case.

Two prosecution witnesses 
including the complainant of the 
case appeared before the court 
yesterday to give their deposition.

Earlier on May 14, the same court 
framed charges against Mamun, a 
close friend of BNP Senior Joint 
Secretary General Tarique Rahman.  

Anti-Corruption Commission 
(ACC) Assistant Director SMM 
Akhter Hamid Bhuiyan filed the case 
on April 5 with the sessions judge's 
court seeking an arrest warrant 

against Mamun for not submitting 
his wealth statement to the commis-
sion within the stipulated time.

Following the case, the court 
issued arrest warrant against 
Mamun and directed the authorities 
concerned to send a copy of the 
arrest warrant to the police station 
concerned. It also directed the police 
station to submit a report to the court 
within the next scheduled date.

The court fixed May 17 for trial of 
the case and summoned the com-
plainant and other witnesses to 
appear on the scheduled date.

As Judge Mohammad Ashraf 
Hossain of the Fifth Special Court 
read out the charges against Mamun, 
he pleaded not guilty and sought 
justice from the court. 

On February 18, the ACC directed 
Mamun to submit his wealth state-
ment within 72 hours, but neither he 
nor any representatives on his behalf 
submitted the statement. 
PINTU CASE
Another Dhaka court yesterday re-
fixed May 29 for hearing on charge 
framing against detained former 
BNP lawmaker Nasiruddin Ahmed 
Pintu in an attempted murder case 
filed with Hazaribagh Police Station.

S e c o n d  A d d i t i o n a l  C h i e f  
Metropolitan Magistrate Abdus 
Salam Miah adjourned the hearing 
on charge framing, as Pintu was not 
produced before the court yesterday.

Sub-Inspector Tajul Islam, IO of 
the case, pressed charges against 
Pintu on May 6 in an attempted 
murder case.

On June 26 last year, Pintu called 
BNP worker Kabir out of his house 
and beat him up ruthlessly with a 
hockey stick for 'tarnishing' the 
image of the BNP leader, the IO said. 
The former lawmaker dumped Kabir 
in a nearby dustbin with fractured 
limbs and injuries to the head.

When Kabir was able to go to the 
police and wanted to lodge a com-
plaint against Pintu, Hazaribagh 
police refused to accept the com-
plaint.

Later, acting on a court order, 
Hazaribagh police investigated the 
incident and found Pintu guilty.

On February 15 this year, Pintu 
surrendered to the court of Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate and sought 
bail, but the court rejected his bail 
prayer and sent him to jail.
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the benefit of the people of two 
countries, according to Chief 
Adviser's Press Secretary Syed 
Fahim Munaim.

The CA urged the envoy to 
encourage his country's investors 
to invest more in Bangladesh 
taking the advantages of business-
friendly climate.

Regarding Korean Export  
Processing Zone (KEPZ)  in  
Chittagong, the CA called for early 
operation of the KEPZ for the 
b e n e f i t  o f  K o r e a n s  a n d  
Bangladeshis.

The envoy thanked the CA for 
providing licence to South Korea 
for the EPZ, which he said will 
create a lot of employment for 
Bangladeshis.

He emphasised high-level 
bilateral visits to consolidate rela-
tions between the two Asian coun-
tries. The CA said Foreign Adviser 
Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury will 
visit South Korea in June.

As the envoy said South Korea is 
keen to invest in the power sector 
in Bangladesh, the CA urged him to 
talk with the energy adviser. 

The envoy invited the CA to visit 
South Korea. Similarly, the CA 
through the envoy invited the 
K o r e a n  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r  t o  
Bangladesh.

Hasina
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, returned from abroad on 
May 17 in 1981, six years after 
Bangabandhu and most of her family 
members were assassinated by a 
section of disgruntled army person-
nel on August 15 in 1975. The AL had 
unanimously elected her party chief 
during the rule of the then president 
Ziaur Rahman, who, Hasina alleged, 
tried to prevent her homecoming.

Congratulating the people on her 
homecoming day, the AL chief said, 
“The main goals of my struggle for 
the last 26 years are to establish 
fundamental, democratic, constitu-
tional and voting rights of the people. 
I struggled so that the people could 
get a better life and the poor no 
longer remain poor." 

She thanked the media men for 
their role in 'this suffocating situa-
tion'. 

"I will continue my struggle until 
people's rights are established. My 
struggle is not for party leadership or 
state power,” the AL chief said. If 
necessary, she would sacrifice her life 
for establishing people's rights as her 
father Bangabandhu had done.

“I returned home in 1981 during 
autocratic rule, and my only dream 
was to establish people's rights and 
restore democracy in the country. 
And now my objective is to cerate a 
bright future for the people and 
establish their rights," she said. 

In an emotion-choked voice, 
Hhasina said, “When I left the coun-
try on July 30 in 1975, I had all my 
family members around. When I 
returned, thousands of my party 
leaders, workers and other people 
received me but there were none of 
them. I went to Banani graveyard 
only to see rows of graves of my  
nearest ones.” 

Those who greeted Hasina 
included party leaders Abdur 
Razzak, Tofail Ahmed, Abdul Jalil, 
S u r a n j i t  S e n g u p t a ,  M o t i a  
Chowdhury, Sheikh Fazlul Karim 
Selim, Syed Ashraful Islam, Mukul 
Bose, Saber Hossain Chowdhury, 
Mahmudur Rahman Manna, Abdul 
Mannan, Sultan Mohammad 
Mansur Ahmed, Abdur Rahman, 
Asaduzzaman Noor, Dr Mostafa Jalal 
Mohiuddin, Prof Abu Sayeed, Dr 
Dipu Moni and Advocate Sahara 
Khatun. 
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A scathing report released by an 
internal investigatory panel this 
week found that Wolfowitz vio-
lated bank rules in arranging the 
deal for Riza, but also said the bank 
gave him cloudy instructions on 
the matter. 

A source close to the bank said 
Wednesday that a deal being con-
sidered would have the bank 
recognise that it could have given 
him better guidance on avoiding a 
conflict-of-interest situation. 

Wolfowitz's Washington law-
yer, Robert Bennett, and World 
B a n k  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  i n  
teleconference negotiations that 
have reached a "critical" stage, 
CNBC television news reported. 

"Mr. Wolfowitz will not resign 
under this cloud and he will rather 
put this matter to a full vote," 
Bennett said Wednesday. 

The Bush administration had 
been resolutely backing Wolfowitz 
-- one of the key architects of the 
Iraq war -- despite persistent calls 
for him to resign during the month-
old scandal. 

But that support began to crum-
ble this week after an internal 
report found that Wolfowitz had 
breached the bank's ethics rules. 

"This has certainly been a bruis-
ing episode to the bank and what 
you have to do is to figure out a way 
forward to maintain the integrity of 
the institution, and therefore when 
you do it you discuss everything," 
Bush spokesman Tony Snow said 
Wednesday. 

At the State Department, 
spokesman Tom Casey said the 

bank "is bigger than any individu-
als, past, present or future." 

Wolfowitz has steered the bank 
for nearly two years. On Tuesday he 
pleaded with directors to let him 
stay on the job, in which he has 
made fighting corruption a prior-
ity. 

"I have said I am not without 
fault in the matter," Wolfowitz said 
of the scandal surrounding Riza, 
who ended up earning almost 
200,000 dollars a year when she was 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  
Department, still on the World 
Bank's payroll. 

"I implore each of you to be fair 
in making your decision, because 
your decision will not only affect 
my life, it will affect how this insti-
tution is viewed in the United 
States and the world," he said. 

Wolfowitz acknowledged he 
had relied too heavily on outside 
advisers brought in when Bush 
nominated him to become bank 
president in June 2005, and 
pledged to change his manage-
ment style "to regain the trust of 
the staff." 

A US official quoted by The 
Washington Post on Wednesday 
s a i d  t h a t  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  
European countries were consid-
ering a deal under which Wolfowitz 
would resign after having been 
cleared of any wrongdoing. 

"The message to the board is 
'don't fire him based on the per-
sonnel infraction.' Then if you 
want to have a bigger, broader 
conversation we'll engage in it," an 
administration official told the 
paper, speaking on condition of 
anonymity.

Wolfowitz seeks 

ACC reacts
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'concerned stakeholders' that 
harassment and intimidation of 
Sobhan has taken place during 
search of his home. 

Crowley is known to be a lobbyist 
in the US for important individuals 
and business groups. Sobhan, an 
alleged close associate of the Hawa 
Bhaban and Tarique Rahman, is a 
controversial figure for his group's 
land development deals. The anti-
graft body is now scrutinising his 
sources of money.

The congressman said he is 
concerned that 'any disruption of 
this large employer has the potential 
to create economic instability within 
a nation' and added that he 'plans on 
closely following the developments 
of this case as it progresses." 

He also sought flexible dealing 
with Sobhan who is recovering from 
a recent heart surgery in London.

In his reply, the ACC chief said 
Crowley's contention of people 
being harassed or intimidated is 
absolutely unfounded and mislead-
ing.

"Your protégé, Mr Ahmed Akbar 
Sobhan, was required to submit a 
statement of his assets and satisfy the 
authorities as regards the means 
through which he has accumulated 
wealth worth millions of dollars," 
Hasan Mashhud wrote to the con-
gressman. "Till now he has failed to 
do so which reinforces the allegation 
against him. As such further legal 
actions are being contemplated to 
proceed with the case."

He disagreed that 'concern for 
potential disruption in business 
should override the moral obligation 
of the government to deal ruthlessly 
with any corrupt practices indulged 
in by the nouveau riche in a country 
like Bangladesh'.

As Crowley insisted that 'intimi-
dation of anyone whether they are 
head of a company or a rickshaw 
driver does not benefit anyone 
during this time of difficulty for 
Bangladesh' ,  Mashhud said 
Sobhan or his associates will be 
provided with the opportunity to 
clear themselves of any wrongdo-
ing and the 'due process' will be 
adhered to at all times.

"I would expect you to measure 
things up in their correct perspec-
tive and base your judgment on 
facts. I can assure you there will be 
no farce, no charade and no kanga-
roo courts," the ACC boss asserted.

UN to assess
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Financial Intelligence Unit of the 
Bangladesh Bank officially started 
their operations yesterday.

During their stay, the UN dele-
gation will meet advisers, high 
officials from the home, foreign, 
law and education ministries, as 
well as the attorney general, offi-
cials from the Anti-Corruption 
Commission, the Directorate 
General of Forces Intelligence and 
National Security Intelligence.   

T h e y  w i l l  a l s o  v i s i t  t h e  
Chittagong port to check its stan-
dard of security and scanning 
procedures, which would focus on 
better control of aviation and 
marit ime access  for  i l legal  
entrants.

Besides, the counter-terror 
team is expected to meet the offi-
cials concerned with the madrasa 
education system.

In the wake of September 11, 
2001 terrorist attacks in the United 
States, the United Nations Security 
Council unanimously adopted 
resolution 1373, which, among its 
provisions, obliges all states to 
criminalise assistance for terrorist 
activities, deny financial support 
and safe haven to terrorists and 
share information about groups 
planning terrorist attacks.

The 15-member Counter-
Terrorism Committee (CTC) was 
established at the same time to 
monitor implementation of the 
resolution. 

Since September 2005, the 
Executive Directorate's mandate 
has included monitoring the mem-
ber states' implementation of 
Security Council resolution 1624 
(2005) on incitement to acts of 
terrorism.

Agrani Bank
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banks' managements to apply to 
the authorities concerned by April 
22.

Sonali Bank and Janata Bank are 
yet to receive the licences.

Agrani Bank Managing Director 
Naser Bakhtiar, while talking to 
The Daily Star, said, "We will now 
write to the central bank for 
approval to run as a public limited 
company."

After receiving consent from 
Bangladesh Bank, the bank's name 
will be changed to Agrani Bank 
Limited.

Agrani Bank recently reshuffled 
its board of directors and made 
former secretary Siddiqur Rahman 
chairman.

T h e  W o r l d  B a n k  a n d  
International Monetary Fund have 
long been urging privatisation of 
nationalised commercial banks. 
They have made it one of the major 
prerequisites for Bangladesh to 
receive Poverty Reduction Growth 
Facility loans.

Trade licence
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providing agencies were also 
asked to submit their annual 
requirements of road digging. 

Adviser to the LGRD Ministry 
Mohammad Anwarul Iqbal pre-
sided over the meeting where 
representatives of the ministries 
of power and energy, environ-
ment, and representatives of 
Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha 
(Rajuk), the DCC, and managing 
d i r e c t o r s  o f  T i t a s  G a s  
Transmission and Distribution 
Company Ltd and Dhaka Water 
and Sewerage Authority (Wasa) 
were present.

The DCC was also asked to 
monitor the street digging activi-
ties closely and take punitive 
actions against any officials found 
neglecting their duties in this 
regard. It was asked to check       
the plans of a building and its 
location before issuing trade 
licences against an applicant's 
address. 

Meeting sources said the final 
decision regarding the utility 
service commission would be 
made after further negotiations 
with the ministries concerned and 
service providing agencies. 

It was decided in the meeting 
that the maintenance responsibil-
ity of all drainage system in the 
capital would be given to Wasa. 
Currently some drainage systems 
are under the DCC, the meeting 
was told.

The Power Development Board 
was requested to ensure un-
interrupted power supply to all 
traffic signals in the city. The 
meeting also asked the DCC to 
continue the Dhaka city beautifi-
cation process. 
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of Revenue data and handed it over 
to Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul 
Islam.

The study recommended that 
the government should encourage 
the commercial banks to facilitate 
groups of small-scale importers to 
import essential commodities so 
that they may take the benefits of 
economies of scale (bulk import).

"If a significant number of 
small-scale importers enter the 
market, the popular speculation of 
syndication may be removed." 

The government should moni-
t o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r i c e s  o f  
imported essential products on a 
regular basis through its global 
mechanism and disseminate it to 
the concerned authorities to pre-
vent price fixing and supply 
manipulation through syndica-
tion, it suggested.  

According to the study, up to 
March of the current fiscal year, 
onion worth $18.67million was 
imported by 156 importers while 
the share of the top five importers 
was 31.33 per cent and 28.85 per 
cent respectively in terms of cus-
toms import value (CIF) and 
assessed value.

The assessed value of onion 

import increased to $20.28million 
u p  t o  M a r c h  2 0 0 7  f r o m  
$3.96million in 2005-06FY.

The share of top five importers 
in importing lentil was 30.55 per 
cent and 28.61 per cent in terms of 
CIF value and assessed value.

The total number of importers 
of lentil, rice, wheat, crude oil, 
crude palm oil, refined sugar and 
raw sugar is 123, 98, 45, 12, 22, 107 
and 13 respectively. 

The study said that the number 
of actual importers could be even 
less as an importer can import by 
using different agency names. 
Some agencies are not found in the 
specific addresses. Some agencies 
used two or more different 
addresses.   

The study also found some 
differences between CIF import 
value and the assessed value. 

Citing an example, it said 
assessed value of crude palm oil 
was $20.7million (or 4.25%) higher 
than the CIF value and for wheat 
t h e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  w a s  
$15.3million (or 5.74%) higher than 
the CIF value in 2006-07FY. 

These differences indicate the 
presence of mis-invoicing, in most 
cases under-invoicing, the study 
said.

5 importers
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his 31 appearances with the ability 
to steady the innings.

There is another uncapped 
player in opener Mehrab Hossain 
who is included in the 12-member 
squad but the left-hander has a 
very slim chance to play his first 
Test as middle-order batsman 
Rajin Saleh has been considered as 
the best option because of him 
being more experienced.

The match will start at 10am 
w i t h  s t a t e - r u n  B a n g l a d e s h  
Television and NEO Sport beaming 
the live coverage from the port city 
venue where the Tigers played 
their last game against Australia in 
April 2006.

There is a huge gap in strength 
between the sides as India, already 
having won the one-day series 2-0, 
have a number of big names in 
h i g h e s t  r u n - g e t t e r  S a c h i n  
Tendulkar, former captain Saurav 
Ganguly, VVS Laxman and captain 
Rahul Dravid, acclaimed as 'The 
Wall'.

The visitors also have leg-
spinner Anil Kumble who can 
make the difference in a pitch likely 
to help the spinners.

Habibul Bashar's men have so 
far played three Tests including the 
historic inaugural Test match 
against India, all at the home where 
they lost all of them badly.

They suffered innings defeats in 
both the matches in 2004 but there 
was only silver lining as the batting 
of now Bangladesh vice-captain 

M o h a m m a d  A s h r a f u l  w h o  
smashed unbeaten 158, the highest 
individual score of a Bangladeshi 
batsman, interestingly at the same 
city but at the MA Aziz Stadium.

Since the elevation into the 
highest level in 2000, Bangladesh 
hold a very poor record with only 
one victory and four draws in their 
44 appearances but they can take 
inspiration from a match in their 
last series where they pushed the 
invincible Australians in the first 
Test at Fatullah. Ricky Ponting's 
side made a great escape with a 
three-wicket victory.

Although Bangladesh have 
almost settled their final eleven, 
India have decided to announce 
the team this morning.
TEAMS

BANGLADESH (from): Habibul 
Bashar (captain), Mohammad 
Ashraful, Javed Omar, Shahriar 
Nafees, Shakib Al Hasan, Rajin 
S a l e h ,  K h a l e d  M a s h u d  
(wicketkeeper) ,  Mohammad 
Rafique, Mashrafe Bin Mortaza, 
Enamul Haque, Shahadat Hossain 
and Mehrab Hossain.

INDIA (from): Rahul Dravid (cap-
tain),  Wasim Jaffer,  Sachin 
T e n d u l k a r ,  V V S  L a x m a n ,  
Mahendra Dhoni (wicketkeeper), 
Sourav Ganguly, Yuvraj Singh, 
Dinesh Karthik, Zaheer Khan, VRV 
Singh, Munaf Patel, Rudra Pratap 
Singh, Anil Kumble, Ramesh Powar 
and Rajesh Pawar.

Umpires: Daryl Harper and Billy 
Doctrove.

Bangladesh, India

EC
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not facing any problem now in 
d i s c h a r g i n g  i t s  f u n c t i o n s , "  
Humayun said at a weekly press 
briefing yesterday.

Referring to the recent meeting 
between the chief adviser and the 
EC, he said the chief adviser 
assured the EC of initiating all-out 
measures to ensure independence 
of the EC Secretariat.

The EC Secretariat, however, 
said examining the constitution it 
appears that an amendment to the 
constitution is required to separate 
the EC Secretariat from the PMO, 
now the office of the chief adviser.

It is not possible to establish an 
EC Secretariat like the secretariat of 
the Jatiya Sangsad without amend-
ing the constitution and changing 
the existing laws, a written state-
ment of the EC Secretariat said.

Humayun said the EC will 
consult with legal experts to see if it 
is possible to strengthen the secre-
tariat through changing existing 
laws and rules in case it is not 
possible to separate its secretariat 
from the PMO.

The EC Secretariat statement 
said the secretariat is working 
under the directives of the EC, 
which is now discharging its func-
tions independently.

On the dialogue on draft pro-
posals for electoral reforms, 
Humayun said the EC will hold 
talks with the editors of different 
national dailies and senior journal-
ists next Saturday.

Earlier on April 26, the EC held 
talks with eminent citizens. It, 
however, cannot hold talks with 
the political parties because of 
restrictions on indoor politics.

Chief Election Commissioner 
(CEC) ATM Shamsul Huda at a 
meeting with the law adviser on 
April 4 asked the government to lift 
the embargo allowing the EC to 
hold talks with the political parties.

Case against Koko
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Wednesday filed the case with 
Gulshan Police Station against 
Koko and his two brothers-in-law-
-Mustaqin Reza and Muktaqin 
Reza--accusing them of extorting 
a total of Tk 1.20 crore on different 
dates.

In the case Rabbi, the propri-
etor of advertising firm Add Media 
Ltd, said Koko along with his two 
brothers-in-law came to his office 
at Gulshan-1 on April 27, 2004.

On arrival, Koko asked Rabbi to 
appoint his two brothers-in-law as 
directors of Rabbi's company. As 
Rabbi declined to appoint them as 
directors, Koko threatened him 
with dire consequences. He being 
frightened sought three days to 
deliberate, the complainant said 
in the FIR. 

He said three days later  
Mustaqin Reza and Muktaqin 
Reza were appointed as directors 
to the firm without any invest-
ment and since then they with-
drew Tk 50,000 each as their 
monthly salaries from the firm. 
Koko also received Tk 1 lakh every 
month from the firm, the com-
plainant said accusing Koko, 
Mustaqin and Muktaqin of extort-
ing him.

Rabbi mentioned in the case 
that there was a clear indication 
that if he did not comply with 
Koko's proposal his life would be 
in danger.

In the FIR Rabbi also said apart 
from the amount taken from his 
firm as salaries, Koko took Tk 2 
lakh on May 1, 2003, Tk 6 lakh on 
August 10, 2004, Tk 3 lakh on 
October 31, 2005, and Tk 2 lakh on 
January 9, 2006 from him.
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the method proposed by the army 
for preparing the electoral register 
with photographs. 

On several occasions since 
February, experts from the armed 
forces have showed the council of 
advisers and the EC how they 
would go about the job. The EC on 
May 14 decided to have a complete 
digital electoral roll prepared at 
voter registration centres across 
the country. 

"The decision followed careful 
consideration of the options and 
proposals submitted by the army 
and the commission's consul-
tants," the secretary said.

He added that the EC decided in 
favour of preparing the voter roll 
from camps after discussion with 
its consultants who have started 
working early this month. 

Asked if there would be any 
demonstration of the consultants' 
voter-listing method, Kabir said he 
would convey the message to the 
EC.  

Referring to the army's time 
frame, he argued that perhaps they 
(army) have estimated only the 
time for gathering particulars of 
the prospective voters, whereas 
many things will still have to be 
done after that.     

However, the army experts 
showed journalists the full proce-
dure of preparing the voter list with 

photographs and national ID 
cards. They said in their method, 
enumeration can be done through 
door-to-door visits as well, but in 
that case more time would be 
required. 

They said the voter registration 
centres should be set up in the 
middle of neighbourhoods mean-
ing closer to the people. 

When his attention was drawn 
to the details of the army's model, 
the secretary said it's not possible 
to say anything until the field level 
work begins. He said a pilot project 
will begin soon. 

The EC will be happy if the job 
could be done in less than 18 
months, he observed adding, "But I 
don't buy that the voter list can be 
prepared in six months."

He said a tender for purchase of 
equipment will be floated by this 
month. 

CEC ATM Shamsul Huda on 
April 5 said it would take at least 18 
months to prepare the voter list 
with photographs. Announcing the 
time frame, he said it was the mini-
mum time needed for the task and 
there is no room for winding it 
back.

In accordance with the time 
limit, the field level task was sup-
posed to begin in late September, 
but lately the EC has announced 
that it will begin in August.  

EC differs

Charges pressed 
FROM PAGE 1

Sima's husband Shahabul Islam, a 
prison guard at Chapainawabganj 
district jail, along with another 
guard from the same jail, Ibrahim, 
approached Dr Sharmin and 
demanded urgent medical atten-
tion for Sima as her condition was 
deteriorating with profuse bleeding 
through her nose, added the 
sources. 

A mob of interns and nurses 
suspended their duties, rushed to 
the scene and locked in heated 
arguments with Sima's attendants. 
At one stage, the interns started to 
beat up Shahabul, his mother Rizia 
Khatun, mother-in-law Noor Jahan 
Begum and a relative Rina. Police 
later rescued Shahabul and his 
relatives from the fury of the interns. 

As the interns refrained from 
work seeking Shahabul's punish-
ment, RMCH director Brig Bazle 
Quader rushed to the hospital at 
around 6:00pm. He called up Rapid 
Action Battalion (Rab) and handed 
Shahabul over to them, said wit-
nesses. 

R a b  m e m b e r s  k n o c k e d  
Shahabul to the ground and beat 
him up mercilessly, said prison 
officials and witnesses. 

He was taken to Rajshahi Jail 
Hospital in a critical condition with 
his limbs fractured, said Maj Hafiz, 
DIG Prison Rajshahi. "We will take 
necessary punitive actions against 
Shahabul for what he did, but who 
will be responsible for his wife's 
death and [look after] her two chil-
dren?" he added.

Many patients were seen leaving 
the hospital yesterday morning 
after failing to receive any care as 
four patients had died without any 
medical care earlier between 
12:00am and 6:30am. Sima died at 
around 6:20am. 

The other three dead are 
Kohinur from Ward 5, Fazlur 
Rahman from Ward 26 and Madhu.

Sima's body was not released to 
her relatives until journalists and 
police intervened at 11:00 am.

At around 11:30 in the morning, 
RMCH interns brought out proces-
sions and declared an indefinite 
strike demanding their security in 
the hospital.

Sima and Shahabul's five-year-
old daughter Zakia and two-year-
old son Saifullah were seen crying in 
front of Rajshahi Jail Hospital, jail 
hospital sources said adding that 
Shahabul was yet to be informed of 
his wife's death. 

RMCH Director Bazle Quader 

refused to talk to journalists over the 
matter. He earlier barred the jour-
nalists from entering the hospital 
premises since March. 

Dr Bulbul Hossain, spokesman 
for the RMCH director, quoted the 
director as saying that the situation 
turned worse when Shahabul cate-
gorically denied any fault after 
assaulting Dr Sharmin while she 
was busy attending another patient.

Sima's mother Noor Jahan 
Begum filed a case with Rajpara 
Police Station (PS) accusing a num-
ber of anonymous persons includ-
ing RMCH staff and interns on duty 
on Wednesday night at Ward 16 for 
the death of her daughter, negli-
gence of duty and beating up atten-
dants of a patient, police said.

Preparations for filing two other 
cases were underway, added police.

RMCH interns lodged a general 
diary with the same PS for assault on 
Dr Matuara Sarmin.

Four die at RMCH 

Shahriar Kabir
FROM PAGE 20

In the charge sheet, the IO men-
tioned that the charges brought 
against them were not primarily 
proved and he prayed for discharg-
ing them from the charge of sedition.

The court will decide on May 22 
whether the final report will be 
accepted or not, court sources said.

On November 25, 2002, police 
arrested the two Channel 4 journal-
ists on sedition charges while they 
were crossing into India from 
Bangladesh through Benapole 
border in Jessore. 

The two foreign journalists came 
to Bangladesh to film a current affairs 
programme for Channel 4 about the 
reported al-Qaeda presence in 
Bangladesh. During their arrest at 
the Benapole border, customs 
authorities seized films and other 
documents from them, which were 
"intended for tarnishing the image of 
Bangladesh".

Shahriar Kabir, Pricilla Raj, 
Saleem Samad and others were 
arrested on charge of assisting the 
Channel 4 journalists. They were 
later granted bail from different 
courts on different dates.

A sedition case was filed with 
Motijheel Police Station on 
November 15, 2002 against the two 
foreign journalists, Pricilla and 
Saleem. 

On December 11, 2002, the gov-
ernment had deported two journal-
ists -- Zaiba Naz Malik and Leopoldo 
Bruno Sorrentino -- following their 
undertaking that they would not 
broadcast any of the material col-
lected from the country.

Kamal Siddiqui

FROM PAGE 1

action was totally unexpected to 
them. 

Asked about this, a senior BNP 
leader who was minister in the last 
five years yesterday said they had 
heard that Koko, picked up earlier, 
was freed following an understand-
ing that Khaleda would leave the 
country for Saudi Arabia. But she 
changed her mind later and decided 
not to leave the country, which made 
the government angry. 

Seeking anonymity, he said, 
"Madam (Khaleda) can go anywhere 
for treatment but she must return 
home. But the version that she will go 
to Singapore to keep Koko safe 
troubled her scheduled trip."  

One source said, the former 
prime minister is very angry with 
some party leaders who recently 
spoke against her through the media. 
These leaders might be relieved of 
their party posts. Some other leaders 
who have failed to perform their 
duties properly since the state of 
emergency was imposed might also 
be axed. 

But Goyeshwar Chandra Roy, 
joint secretary general of the BNP, 
who met Khaleda and also talked to 
her over phone several times 
recently, told The Daily Star," 
Madam will take proper decision on 
the much awaited reforms through 
discussions at all levels of the party." 

Sources said Khaleda hinted to 
Gayeshwar that he should get ready 
to take charge of Dhaka city unit of 
the party as city unit president Mayor 
Sadeque Hossian Khoka's publice 
statement on the proposed reforms 
annoyed the party chairperson.

When contacted, Goyeshwar 
however said,  "It is a rumour 
intended to create confusions within 
the party. "

Party insiders said Khaleda Zia 
has expressed dissatisfaction over 
public statements of former finance 

minister M Saifur Rahman and 
Sadeque Hossain Khoka on the 
proposed reforms.

Both the leaders had however 
said reforms in the party would be 
implemented under the leadership 
of Khaleda Zia.  

"Chairperson (Khaleda) has 
urged all not to make public their 
opinions about the party as all of 
them will get the chance to speak at 
party forums," said Nazrul Islam 
Khan, joint secretary general of the 
party, at a press briefing on Tuesday.  
She will take decision on reforms 
when the government allows poli-
tics, Nazrul added.

BNP bigwigs

4 JMB men
FROM PAGE 20

Tangailpara under Pirgachha 
upazila, and Mohidul Islam, 29, of 
Budai Noyapara of Tapodhon 
under Rangpur Sadar upazila. 

Acting on a tip off, a team of DB 
police arrested Abdul Quddus 
Khan Salafi at his house adjoining 
Protap Joysen Hafizia Madrasa in 
Annadanagar union of Pirganchha 
upazila and seized books on 
Islamic revolution. 

During primary interrogation, 
Quddus disclosed the names of 
Anisur Rahman, Rubel Hosen and 
Mohidul Islam whom they arrested 
from madrasa and their houses, DB 
police said. 

DB official Aminul Islam said 
Abdul Quddus and Abul Kalam 
Azad of Mahiganj used to train JMB 
militants on the premises of Protap 
Joysen Madrasa.

Abul Kalam Azad has been at 
large since the countrywide series 
bomb blasts on August 17, 2005.    

A few months back while some 
unidentified people would go to 
the madrasa in a microbus to train 
the JMB members by night, Aminul 
quoted eyewitnesses as saying.

Banks asked
FROM PAGE 20

On April 25, the BB asked the banks 
to submit information of the bank 
accounts of two former premiers -- 
Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina. 
The banks have already met the 
central bank directive and the BB 
has sent the banking information 
to the coordination committee, 
sources said. 

On the same day, the NBR 
handed over a list of 83 former 
politicians, bureaucrats, business-
men and their relatives to all banks 
and asked them to submit their 
bank account information.

On April 30, the BB also verbally 
asked for the information of former 
law minister Moudud Ahmed and 
Bashundhara Group Chairman 
Ahmed Akbar Sobhan. 

On April 15, the government 
had asked for the bank account 
information of 71 corruption 
suspects and their relatives. 
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