Eager wail of hundreds of fisher-
men ends as the indigenous fish
species like Ruhi, Katal and Mrigel
started releasing spawns at the
river Halda yesterday afternoon.

The fishes spawn along two
kilometres stretch of the river
from Angkurighona to
Kagotiartek when some 1200
people in around 600 boats are
collectingthe eggs.

The release of spawns is
expected to continue far into the
night as some 40 per cent of
expected volume of fertilised eggs
have been released until the
evening, said the sources.

The Halda that flows through
Raozan, Hathazari and Fatikchari
of north Chittagong is known as
"the potential natural breeding
ground of carp fish" since time
immemorial.

During the Bangla months of
Baishakh and Jaishtha (April and
May) mvg Sﬁear different species
of giant es like Ruhi, Katla,
Mrigel and Kaliboush start migrat-
ing from the rivers Kammaphuli,
Matamuhuri and Sangu to the
spawningcentre at Halda.

At a suitable juncture of dark
fortnight or full moon and in
congenial weather, particularly at
the first shower of the monsoon,
they start releasing fertilised eggs
(locally known as Swarna Renu -
gold sperm) at a 10km stretch

from Satterghat to Madunaghat
ofRaozan upazila.

They spawn ata time or in two
to three phases. Each phase con-
tinues for around 12 hours when
the spawning centre takes a fes-
tive look with hundreds of local
people in small boats collecting”
theeggs.

The fertilised eggs are pre-
served in small holes dug at the
homesteads to hatch within four
days. The four-day fries are sold at
Tk 12,000 to 14,000 per kg to farm-
ers coming from different parts of
the country. After some 15 days,
one kg of four-day fries produce
over two lakh finger-sized fries to
earn atleastTk 2lakh, sources said.

Researchers and fisheries
officials said spawn collection
from the Halda began in 1945. At
that time around 65,000kgs of
spawns were collected on an
averageayear.

Prof Mohammad Ali Azadi,
who has been studying spawning
and breeding of mild water fishes
at the Halda for the last two
decades, said the highest quan-
tity of 1.23 lakh kgs of fertilised
eggs were collected in the Halda
in 1946. It produced 4,111kgs of
four-day fries. The present mar-
ket price of 4111kg four-day fries
isabout TkG crore,

However, non-spawning until
now this year has concerned the
district fisheries officials and fry
collectors reminding them of

almost no spawning in 2004.
Besides, collection of fertilised
eggs and production of fries
marked a sharp decline in the
recentyears, said the local people.

In the fifties Halda used to
provide 70 percent of fries of
major carps, sources in the
District Fisheries Office (DFO)
said. The Padma, Jamuna and
Brahmaputra provided the
remaining 30 percent, sources
added.

But, supply of fries of major
carps by the Halda has come
down to 33 per cent, said the
experts.

They blamed man-made
disasters like indiscriminate
netting of mother fishes (egg
carrying fishes), plying of mecha-
nised boats during the spawning
petiod and loop that disrupt the
smooth flow of the river water, for
this.

Besides, conventional hatch-
ing of spawning reduced the
survival rate and production of
fries, said the experts.

Hatching of the spawns in
clear water of plastic or tiled tanks
raises the survival rates to 90 percert
and proper preservation and man-
agement of natural spawning and
breeding centre alone can flood the
countrywith fishes, theysaid.

The experts said declaring the
10km of the Halda stretching
from Satterghat to Madunaghat
as a fish sanctuary is a must for
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increasing release and collection
ofspawns.

Besides, the authorities should
impose a ban on fishing from late
March to early July in the Halda
and the other related rivers like
the Kamaphuli, the Sangu and
the Matamuhuri from where the
bread fishes migrate before
breeding, theyadded.

Several primary steps have
been taken at both public and
private levels for training of poor
egg collectors on modern fry-
breeding process and awareness
campaign to stop killing of
mother fishes during the peak
season, sources at District
Fishery Office said.

But, a project involving
around TK 14 crore taken in 2005
in this regard was caught in
limbo due to fund constraint,
they said.

The project was initiated for
rehabilitation of fishermen to

check netting of mother fishes,

river dredging, renovation of
sluice gates, renovation and
construction of hatcheries along
the banks of the river and for
creating awareness among the
egg colleclors during the spawn-
ingperiod.

The five years of implementa-
tion of the project titled “Restora-
tion of natural fish spawning
centre at the Halda" was sched-
uled to start in July last year,
sourcessaid.

DWAIPAYAN BARUA

The development work of
Karnaphuli EPZ under first phase
has been completed ahead of
schedule that expires on June 30,
drawing an astounding response
from theinvestors.

Out of 100 plots under first
phase on 74 acres of land, the EPZ
allocated B7 plots, including 14
large investors with 350 million US
dollar (equivalent to Tk 2450 crore)
investment, sources said.

Karnaphuli EPZ is the Bth state
owned Export Processing Zone
(EPZ) in the country on some 222
acresofland.

Most of the entrepreneurs are
now setting up industrial units on
their allocated plots to create jobs
for over 25,000 people.

Bangladesh Export Processing
Zone Authority (BEPZA) is imple-
menting the project in two phases
atanestimated costof Tk B4 crore,
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leted ahead of schedule

now defunct Chittagong Steel Mills
Limited at Patenga in the city was
handed aver ta BEPZA for setting
up the second state-owned EPZ in
Chittagong on April 1in 2005.

Development of 100 plots
involving Tk 34 crore financed by
the government have been com-
pleted ahead of schedule that
expires on June 30, said Project
Director AMM Shamsuddin
Chowdhury.

“We are trying to make the
Karnaphuli EPZ as a model for
other EPZs in the country" he
added.

Fourteen firms from home and
abroad were allocated 87 plots
while allotment process for the rest
13 plots under first phase have
been finalised.

Of them, seven firms from US,
Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Malaysia got around 60 plots,

The seven foreign include M/s
Kenpark Bangladesh Apparels of

USA, M/s Cosmo (Bangladesh)
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Limited and M/s Precision Optics
(BD) Ltd of japan, M/s Paolo
Footwear (BD) Litd and M/s
Eusebio Sporting (Bangladesh) Ltd
of Taiwan and M/s Hong Kong
Denim (Pvt) Lid and Malaysian
M/s Whitex Garments (BD) Pyt Ltd
ofHong Kong#
* They have cominitment for
investment of around 350 million
US dollar, which can be raised later
on, sources at Karnaphuli EPZ said.
Besides, M/s Denim Expert Ltd,
ajoint venture company of Holland
and Bangladesh, continues con-
struction work on four plots.
Twenty-three plots were allo-
cated to six local companies,
including M/s Liss Jeans
Manufacturing Limited, M/s Shah
Amanat Accessories, M/fs Arrow
Fabrics Ltd, M/s Bantasa Apparels
(Pvit) Limited, M/s Rythm
Dressmaker Ltd and M/s Mostafa
Knitting & Dying Industries Ltd.
The US based M/s Kenpark
Bnngiadesh Apparels (Private) Ltd

will build apparel factories on 17 A-
type plots. It will produce jackets,
trousers, shirts, shorts, skirts,
sportswear and other knitted
garments, creating jobs for around
3500 local workers with an invest-
ment of around 16 crore US dollar,
said Jashim Uddin Khan, technical
engineer of Kenpark.

Around 70 per cent construc-
tion work of the factory buildings
has already been compleled, he
said, adding that they might go for
operation by Septernber,

M/s Arrow Fabrics Limited has
already started its production
initially in a building of the EPZ
on April 12 with 100, workers,
General Manager Sakhawat
Hossain Chowdhury Arju said. He
said they are expected to start

aheir full operation within four

months after completion of con-
struction of factory buildings on
two plots.

Malaysian Whitex Garments
will invest over 1.25 crore US dollar
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atthe EPZ.

A contract has been signed
between BEPZA and Whitex
Garmentson May 10in this regard.

Meanwhile, implementation of
the second phase is going on in full
swing to develop 110 plois on 148
acres of land involving Tk 50 crore
with 80 per cent to come from the
World Bank ‘as financial assis-
tance.

An international tender will be.
floated to remove the structures on
the Chittagong Stegl Mill on 148
acres of land this month, sources
said. :

The development work of the
plots will begin after removal of the
structures, Karnaphuli EPZ Project
Director AMM Shamsuddin said.

Many foreign companies are'in
a gqueue for plots in the EPZ, he
added.

"Besides, we will extend the EPZ
to the abandoned CSD Godown of
Food Department at Halishahar on
59.28 acresofland," he said.

Fﬂst
., Hundreds of stuﬂantsm
._:;pnmary sehools of the t:!nr participat
lin the drawing com -3
and painting exhibition mg&ﬁmme
-fesﬂval ground.

;qrgan%sed an this cecasion.

Aﬁ'eemﬁdiuaiuampw&ﬁalﬁ# 1




