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pathologist has con-
uﬂmﬂab Woolmer was not
a disclosure which has

. cricket coach died
pitl causes during the World

% the yet to make a
hmﬂhnughpollnutha sensational
Jamaican lawmaker has

_' thie police to explain the
basis of their belief thnt Waolmer

ufbbeannation.
inleadlngnrilish daily
“¢laimed that top

i Home Office pathologist Dr
ey his examined Woolmer's

} repart, phomgmpga

e

wﬁu the conclusion that the
was not gtran-

% aimed bjr Jamaican
= ding to Dr Carey, the death
was ot ﬁpm'naphpdntion due to

8 original post-mortem
w Waolmer's broken neck
hane ad the strangula-
.tion case but it was later pointed
out that it wﬁrwgfmw been a
 resultofWoo 8
[Jamalean newspaper Gleaner
claimed the Scotland Yard sleuths,
whnb;idmdjamﬂm Police inthe

 Seotland Yard report
 said died of

mh}’
the Jamaica Comubuluy Force

(ICF) ard local logist Dr Ere
Seshiah, v conducied apost-
monteman sbody," itsald.

IGQmust be
modern: FICA

BBC Onu_m, undared

Cricket's governing body has been
wrged (o modernise by leading
cricketers who say they have last
wonfidenceinit.

In a sugyey by the Federation of
International Cricketers'

Associations (FICA), 56 cent
doshted the International Cricket
Cauncil's (1CC) ability to govern the

gameororganiseWorld Cups.

mm-thgaﬂ par cont ofinuE"
players rated the recent

World Cup in the Canhbuan as

tmm‘
EW executive 'Tim Muy

‘said: “There has been growing
dissatisfiuction regarding the gover-
nanceofour game.”

He added: "An independent
review will determine what is the
best and most applicable structure
for cricket's interational governing

"We strongly believe that the
presc.nt structure...is outdated and
nat in the best interests of the

FICA'sWorld Cup survey showed
84 per cent of players believe the
same tournament structure - four
groups of four, followed by Super fis
= shotild be retained for the next
World Cup.

But 87 per cent felt the competi-
tion was oo long, with the survey
concluding that "The death of Bob
Waolmer, the early exit of Indis and
Pakistan, the long and lsborious
Super 8s, the lack of exciting
matches, the rain-affected final, the
unfortunate umpire/ referee error at
the final, and the long periods that
players had at their disposal
between martches all affected the
playersopinion.”

May says the ICC should take the
blame for the organisational prob-
lemsand the controversy surround-
ing Darrell Hair, its anti-doping

rand Zimbabwe.

Thegoverning hody appears has
acted swiftdy on the former Australia
star's criticlsm of lts commitiees,
whichused (o be made up of nomi-
nated representatives from ench
Test-playing country and leading
hmclauMemhermumrle&

Scalping
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"‘l‘hemderia ridiculously over the
top. [tmeans [ will never begut ofa

police station and I'll never have
my passport for more than five
minutes.

“Idon't mind taking my punish-
ment when I've done something,
but this Is. hing me severely
for ! g | haven't done, and
“have no in ofdoing.

*If they wanted to order me to

awsy fram the cup final, then
ﬁmouﬂ:; but why infringe an
mdmyfamuy life for three

has pulled off an

T armyofstreaks.
u'mz’ de the last Super
Wimbledon men's final,
yur de France, the URFA Cup
&nt], ‘the rugby. union World Cup
final, the French Open, the Ryder
Cup. the London Marathon, the
curling event, the
\'o'mll! Championships,

. the amwulm Games, the
" International Synchronised

‘Swimming Championships, Royal
Ascof, the Gmmi National, Mr
Universe, Britain's National
I..nutryr. the P:::rlonn Running of

even dog show
Crufts.
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A pleture released on Tuseday by the Asian Football Confederation shows the official match ball for the AFC Asian
Cup 2007 which has bean launched by Nike, marking the first time ever whan a ball has been launched specifically for

any football competition in Asia.
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Gayle blasts curfew

E¥N Cricket

AFP, London

West Indies basman Chris Gayle
believes the curfew imposed on the
team during their tourof England is
an unnecessary restriction -- but
he has said he will obey it all the
same.

Following several reports of
unprofessional and ill-disciplined
conduct by West Indies players
during the recent World Cup in the
Caribbean, where the side lailed (o
make it to the semi-finals, officials
have imposed an 11.30pm

RZI0GMT) porfew on the squad |
during their Tour-Test tour of

England,

Gayle, one of the senior players
in a largely youthful squad, regret-
ted the move although he said here
Tuesday he understood why it had
been Intraduced.

“There's always changes in life
and cricket as well,” he told report-
ers at Lord's, where the first Test
starts Thursday,

"The gurfew, | guess it will keep
the guys more on their toes and try
to get the best oul of the players
evenmaore.,

"I wouldn't agree with the cur-
few but it's the team rule, team

policy so you have to go along with
it," said the 27-year-old opening
batsman, aveteran of 64 Tests,

"If it was in my hands [ would
have let guys be more free and dao
what they want to do in the lead up
o the first Test match,” snid the
left-hander, who has scored 4,259
Testruns atan average of 38,71 with
seven hundreds.

“I'm Just speaking for myself,
that's my pointofview."

Thursday's match will be the
first West Indies have played since
the retirement of former captain
Brian Lara, Test cricket's leading
run-scorer, who quit following the
Waorld Cup.

' There is . new look feel 1o the'

~squad with Ramnaresh Sarwan the
captain and coach David Moore,
who succeeded [ellow Australian
Benneut King after the Warld Cup,
now incharge,

But the weather has so far con-
spired against the new set up with
only 48 overs play passible in the
West Indies” drawn warm-up
match against Somerset at
Taunton, where two of the sched-
uled thiee days' play were totally
washed out in the tourists' only
warm-up game before coming to
Lord's.

“We would have liked more
practice going into the first game

Aus-Zim tour off

fucricket

AFP, Sydney

Australian cricket chiefs said
Tuesday that a suggestion that a
banned tour of Zimbabwe could
proceed at a neutral venue had
been scrapped after the host

* nation's top cricket official rejected

theidea.

Cricket Australia chief executive
James Sutherland spoke to his
Zimbabwean counterpart Ozias
Bvute about their options after the
Australizn government's decision to
ban the September taur on political
grounds, a CAspokesman said.

"Mr Bvute made it very clear
that playing the series at a neutral
venue was not a possibility,” the
spokesman told AFP.

"We can now say definitely that
the series will not be happening
Inside or outside Zimbabwe."

Howard on Sunday ordered
Australian cricketers notto tour the
impoverished African nation,

saying the presence of the world
champions would be used as a
propaganda tool to support the
rule of "grubby dictator” Robert
Mugabe,

Foreign Minister Alexander
Downer said he was glad the tour,
comprising three one-day
matches, had been scrapped and
would not be played in a peutral
Venue,

"I'm relieved about that, [ think
that's good," Downer told report-
ers,

"It's much more difficult for us
to ban the cricketers from going to
a third country but I'm glad that the
Zimbabwe Cricket Union has
decided not to proceed with those
games and that means we can, for
the time being, nothave any cricket
between the world's greatest
cricket teamand Zimbabwe.

"Hopefully there will be political
reform in Zimbabwe before too
long and full, normal cricket rela-
tions can resume.”

Sevilla's treble
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"Inevery respect this is the game of
our lives," said Espanyol winger
Francisco Rufete, who has one
UEFA Cup winners' medal to his
name after being part of the
Valencia team that triumphed
threayearsago.

Unlike Saevilla, Espanyol have
neverwon a European title but they
did reach the UEFA Cup final in
1988 only to lose on penalties 1o
Bayer Leverkusen.

Current coach Ernesto Valverde
wis a member of the Hspanyol
team was defeated in the most
agonising fashion 19 yearsago.

"I don't want to see the trophy
5115':1‘ out of our grasp this time," he
sai

Sevilla will be missing only their
suspended French central
defender Julien Escude, although
their Spanish international
defender Javi Navarro is recovering
fromaheavycold.

There is also a question mark
over the true fitness of their Malian
striker Fredi Kanoute, who has
been carrying a chronic groin
strainin recentmanths,

Ivan De La Pena and Raul
Tamudoe were deliberately left out
of the Espanyol squad that went
down 4-3 at Real Madrid on
Saturday but, fully rested, the
Spanish internationalsshould start
against Sevilla.

Tamudo should partner Walter
Pandiani up front with the
Uruguayan having boosted his
confldence with 4 memorable frst
halfhat-trick, albeit inloging cause,
against Real.

Valverde Is also expected to
keep faith with goalkeeper Garka
[raizoz, who has been the second
string in the league behind Carlos
Kameni but worn the gloves
throughout their UEFA Cup cam-

paign.

but rain played a part and there's
nothing we can do about that. We'll
have to use the indoor facilities and
make the best of that," said Gayle,
nursing a thumb injury but
expectedto be fitcome Thursday.

"There's a disadvantage
towards us but we are professional
and we'll just have to go out there,
put our best foot forward and play
as a team. Buta lack of practice has
beenourdownfall so far."

By contrast England fast bowl-
ers Stephen Harmison and
Matthew Hoggard, both of whom
played leading roles in their side's
3-0 and 4-0 Test series victories
against the West Indles in the

Caribbéan and on homé soil when

the teams last met in five-day
cricket three years ago, have had
plenty of overs in the English
county championship so far this
Season.

The duo have every reason to be
fresh after missing the World Cup,
Harmisun retiring from one-day
cricket during England's 5-0 Ashes
tour thrashing in Australia and
Hoggard notselected.

Gayle said: "The likes of
Harmison, he's in good form and
Hoggard as well. It's going to be
very challenging, We are looking
forward to itand we're up foric.”

But he added he didn't feel
under additional pressure,
"There's always responsibility on
my shoulders, not just as senior
player but as a batsman, the top
order leading from the front.

Newcastle
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rest but once Freddy opened that
doorlwasin."

Roeder left Newcastle earlier
this month after a disappointing
season which ended with the club
in 13th place having registered
their lowest Premiership points
total, 43.

Allardyce stepped down from
his position as Bolton boss on April
29 after eight successful years with
the cash- strapped Lancashire
outfit.

He previously turned down the
chance to manage the Magpies
three years ago, and last summer
he was interviewed for the England
job but lost our 1o Middleshrough
baoss Stave McClaren.

Allardyce will have several
burning issues canceming players
to deal with when he starts his job
at St fames, most notably with
England striker Michael Owen
whose future at Mewcastle has
heencastinto doubt.

"One of the first things [ will be
doing is sitting down with Michael
Owen and having a little chat with
him," he said.

"What I think Michael needs is
maore time to get on track forus and
hopefully He will decide to take
thartime."

FIFA joins

FROM PAGE 20

power. The Swiss federal court has
made a ruling by saying that FIFA
and its associations have the right
and the power to use all 14 sanc-
tions of the disciplinary code stare-
ing with a warning and ending with
excluston of a member via relega-
tion and deduction ol points.”

In the Rayo Vallecano case, the
Spanish club had been threatened
with relegation if it did not pay
transfer fees owed to a Brazilian
club. It claimed, unsuccessfully,
that FIFA did not have the power to
dosoe.

BKSP ride on
Towhidul
treble

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sarkhira

Towhidul slammed a harwrick 1o
help BKSP thrash Tangail 8-0 in
their final round match of the
Western Union National Youth
Football Championship here yes-
terday.

The winners led the first half4-0
at the Satkhira Stadium with
Towhidul scoring one but the
striker completed his reble in the
last ten minutes with goals in the 80
and 89 minutes.

Sabbir netted twice while Sabuj,
Rabiul and man-of-the-match
Manik one each.

Flintoff in
doubt for
first Test

AFP, Landon

England all-rounder Andrew
Flintaff faces a battle to be fit for the
first Test against the West Indies this
week following a recurrence of the
ankle problems which have dogged
his career.

Flintoff felt discomfort in his left
ankle, which has been operated on
twice in the last three years, while
bowling nine overs for Lancashire
against Hampshire over the week-
end and has been foreed to have a
scan, the resulc of which will deter-
mineifheis able to playa full partin
thisweek's openingTest.

"We'll probably know mare after
I've run around and done what |
need to doat practice, but1'm hope-
ful for Thursday,” Flintoffsaid.

"Sometimes when it's the ankle
the alarm bells start ringing a litte
bit, Qut['m still hapeful.

1€ operation was on the back
an.d ontheinsideand thisismorean
the outside. I had abitof discomfort
in the same sort of area in the winter
50 it's not something completely
new.

“I had a couple of twinges in
Australla. It's something we have
been aware of and something that

has niggled away but it did get a bit
worse last Friday. | struggled to play
through it on Friday and we'll have
to wait and see how it settles down,
but fingers crossed it will be all
right.”

Ttwould be a huge frustration for
Flintoffif he were unable to take his
place in England's line-up for their
first match vnder nevereoach’ Peter
Mauores.

Flintwff's status as one of the
world's best all-rounders has came
under scrutiny of late. He scored
only two half-centuries during the
Ashes tour of Australia and has
passed 50 only once in hig last 28
one-day international innings for
England.

It is one of the reasons why the
selectars chose Andrew Strauss to
lead the side this week in the
absence of injured captain Michael
Vaughan, m’.lhuughl-‘linluﬂ'stressed:

The captaincy wasn't anmething |
ythinking about.”

Of soppers
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large smile an his face, he went past
the press entourmge quite briskly,
shaking hands with some. The great-
est batsman of our generation has
arrivedin Bangladpsh, twas seen.

CCDM %o seek
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CCDM to hold the remaining four
rounds after Bangladesh's ongoing
homeseriesagainst India.

It was learned that Sanargaon
and Biman demanded the same
but Mohammedan and DOHS
lined upagainstthe idea.

With the CCDM missing its new
chairman Gazi Golam Dastagir,
who has been arrested by the Joint

| Farces, the committee is expected
. to refer the case to the Bangladesh
1 Cricket Board taday.

‘SUPER LEAGUETABLE

"Taams MW L TAPs
Abahani 1210 1+ -1 21
Mohammedan 12 8 2 1 1 18
Sonamaon 12 8 3 1 =17
Victoria 12 8 4 - - 18
Biman 12 7 4 -1 15
Qld DOHS 12 8868 -1 1

Gerrard close

FROM PAGE 20

years Gerrard insists his side craves
domestic success which has again
escaped themthis season.

"We can't escape the fact that, in
the league, this season we haven't
beengood enough," he said.

"You ask the manager, or me, or
indeed any of the players in our
dregsing room and they will all say
exactly the samething.

"We had bigger ambitions for
this season than the Champions
League. We always had one eye on
Europe because it is so prestigious
and a tournament that has always
served us well, but we also wanted
the league flag flying back at
Anfield and felt we were in a goad
pasition to have treal go.

bread and butter as a Liverpool
player and we're not far away,"” he
added.

"With investment in the sum-
mer, and the squad here staying
together we can promise to push
Chelsea and United all the way next
year,"

Vaughan eyes
quick return

Cricket

] - - —

AFP, Landon

Michael Vaughan is confident he
will be back lo lead England in the
second Test against the West Indies
next week after opting to miss the
series opener to ensure he recovers
fully from abroken finger.

Vaughan had set his heart on
making his first Test appearance
since December 2005 at Lond's on
Thursday after finally overcoming a
stringofinjuries, mainly to hisknee.

A broken middle finger on his
right hand put paid to that, although
Vaughan admits he was sorely
tempted to declare himgelf ready to
play.

"My heart was saying 'just go out
and play' -- but my head overruled
the heart," the 32-year-old said. "I
knew [ could probably justabout get
through a game. But | might have
struggledabitinthe feld.

" just thought it might be too big
arisk [ was told if  get one maore hit
onitlcouldbeoutfor twomonths."

In the meantime, Vaughan will
be part of Team England at Lord's
nntF he makes no apologies for his
intended presence, while his stand-
inAndrew Strauss is directing affairs
onthefield.

Vaughan wants to establish a
successful working relationship
with new coach Peter Moores,
himself preparing for his first Test
after replacing Duncan Fletcher.

‘I'm going to be around this

week," he said. "Tknowit'sa magnif-
icent talking polnt for many — but 1
am the England cricket captain,
looking like missingjust one game.

"Andrew will tike the team out
and make the decisions on the
pitch, but [ have to have a huge say
in and around the team because of
thefactit'sanewregime,

“Peterand | areworking together
for the first time -- and a week later [
hope I'll be back as England cap-
tain."

All-rounder Andrew Flintoff
meanwhileis facing a bartle to be fit
for the fArst Test following a recur-
rence of the ankle problems which
have dogged hiscareer.

Flintoff felt discomfort in his left
ankle, which has been operated an
twice in the last three years, while
hawling nine overs for Lancashire
against Hampshire over the week-
end and has been forced to have a
scan, the result of which will deter-
mineif he is able to play a full part at
Lord's.

"We'll probably know more after
I've run around and done what |
need to doat practice, but I'mhope-
ful for Thursday," Flintoffsaid.

"Sometimes when it's the ankle
the alarm bells start ringing a hitde
bit, but I'm still hopeful,

"The operation was on the back
andon theinside andthisismoreon
the outside. [ had a bit of discomfort
in the same sort of area in the winter
50 it's not something completely
new.

"l had a couple of twinges in
Australia. It's something we have

Jose defends
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minute lead and if Petr Cech had
not saved his volley moments later,
Chelsea would have lost nut on the
chanceto equal Liverpool's record.

But Drogha equalised In the
57th minute in controversial cir-
cumstances that led to Everton
manager David Mayes being sent
to the stands by referee Mark
Halsey.

Moyes was unhappy that Halsey
did not award a free-kick for Paulo

‘Ferreira's challenge on Mikel

Artetd in the biilld-up to Chelsen's
leveller and went on to the pitch to
complain.

Moyes declared: 'l thought the
decision waswrongand the players
deserved mysupport,

'T wats sent off because I went

onto the pitch. | went on and
should not have done. But where |
come from you stand up for what it
is right. Me going onw the pitch
was right because the decision was
wrong.”

Meanwhile Mourinho was left
to ponder on what his cup final
line-up might be after Nigerian
youngster Mikel John Obi joined
the walking wounded.

Mourinho added: "We have lost
Mikel and the reality is that for a

final like, we have on Saturday |

don't thinkwehave 16 players.
‘Mikel has a muscle injury so |
don't believe he can play the game,
and in such a game where every-
body wants to play we want to
present the hestpossible team.”

First leg ends today
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take us into the second leg as lead-
ersorfourth best,

"We should have done better
but I will not blame any one partic-
ularly for our poor results. Still, we
need to convert the chances we
create. Although many teams have
waon big, we are perhaps the team
to create most chances in the
league.”

Abahani have the tighrest
backline having conceded just
three goals but the scuring rate of
just aver one goal per match is very
frustrating,

"There s still time and a win will
give us the comfort we need," the
former natonal midfielder said
adding that there could be changes
inthe midfield.

"Whatever we do, it would be
positive wilth eyes on Russel's
Moroccoquartet.”

Abahani will use only two for-
cigners, Ghanaian forward
Ibrahim and Argentine defender
Mariano Caporale. Argentina duo
Sanchezand Hernan Parodi, whose
contract ends after today's game,
are expected to be at the bench.

tion Is weaker on paper than their
apponents, veteran coach has
Wajed Gazi has four consistent
performers in Moraccans Bourdif,
Ighir, Fetah and key striker Younes,
who looks on way to get back his
rhythm afrer missing a few
matches through injury.

Like Abahani, Russel have yet to
lose a big match and come to the
crunch game on the back of an
impressive 2-1 defeat of
Muktijoddha to recover from their
only loss, a solitary goal defeat to
Arambagh,

"Thankfully, we have no injury
orsuspensionand this is match we
must win to stay in contention,”
tald Gazi.

"We are not only level on points
but all our conditions are similar,
But Abahani's strength lies In their
local collection, They can afford to
rest players who would have easily
made efeven inother teams.

"I don't know why they have not
daminated all oppositions but they
are a dangerous team and we are
determined to fight for three points
because the top spot is for the

been aware of and something that
has niggled away but it did get a bit
warse last Friday | struggled to play
through it on Friday and we'll have
to wait and see how it settles dawn,
bur fingers crossed it will be all
right."

Flintoff's stafus as one of the
warld's best all-rounders his come
under scrutiny of late. He scorpd
only two half-centuries during the
Ashes tour of Australia and has
passed 50 only onge in his last 28
one-dni international innings for

It is one of the reasons why the
selectors chose Swauss w lead the
side this week in the absénce of
Vaughan, although Flintoff stregsed:
"The captaincy waan't sométhing |
was really thinking sbout.

"Since I've got back from the
West Indies I've been concentrtting
ongettingmy game in orderand ['ve
had a fantastic opportunity ot
1 Lna?:kn m:'m last

*l came a Sunday
and from I've been back at
Old Trafford batting and bowling,
managed to havea couple of games
and rediscovered my a little
hit.

"The captaingcy Is 1'd
have done if I'd have bean ag
but it was not somothing | was
hangmgautfur.

If Flintoff is unsble to bowl at
full tilt, England could apt to drop
him and pick Owais Shah as a
specialistbatsman instead.

Bashar
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between the India which lhnybmr
in the World Cup and the ane they
lost to here in Bangladesh, Bashar
said: “They played good, planned
cricker”

"Fact that we ptished India in
these two matches is quite good for
ourconfidence and{ thinkifwe can
translate that into performance in
the Tests, that would be fine for us,
But awin in these two games wonld
have done us a world of good,"
added Bashar.Injury worries
remained for the captain 25 long-

serving wicketkeepér Khaled
Mashud hurt his hand g a
Premier Super Le

Monday. Bur Bﬂ&

he should be fine for the fi

starting at the same ve
Friday.

There was good news as
Mohammad Ashrafulis tmpzcted w0
]umhistemmqt&sh&nﬂ'
Malouda
FROM PAGE 20 ’be
but they weren't thusune (as
theyarenaw). {

1t have phpedifie }am with
Lyon, I'haven't asked for & depar-
ture clause in my contract, butTam
expectingalittle inetum.'

The midfielder, who is a regular

for Les Bleus under coach
Raymond Domenech, has four
more years left on !:h current deal
atbyon.

'f know | have a long cantract,’
he added. 'But I might not have the
sare possibilities next year and OL
cm.alc:_ make a good fAnancial deal
outofit’

Egypt axe -
FROM PAGE 20 *
at the halfway stage ofthe qualify-
ing competition’ for the 2008
African Nations CupinGhana.
Hotswana have four points and
Burundi and Mauritania three each
with only the group winners guar-
anteed a place among the 16 final-
ists at the biennial tournament
duringJanuary and February.
Hosts Egypt overcame [vory
Coast 4-2 on penalties after a 0-0
draw last year to win tie Affican

.

"The league is always your ]

Although Russel's local collec-  grab.' Nations Cup & record fifth time,
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