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AFP, Chittagong

Daredevil batsman Virender 
Sehwag faced renewed calls for his 
ouster as India bid for a 3-0 sweep 
of the one-day series against 
Bangladesh here on Tuesday.

Sehwag's foolhardy approach to 
batting stood out in the first two 
games in Dhaka last week which 
India won to soften the pain of their 
W o r l d  C u p  d e f e a t  a g a i n s t  
Bangladesh in March.

The opening batsman hit 30 off 
21 balls on Thursday when he 
holed out against seamer Syed 
Rasel after smashing four bound-
aries earlier in the same over.

On Saturday, Sehwag made 21 
before mistiming a skier off Rasel 
two deliveries after lofting the 
same bowler for a six.

Indian batting great Sunil 
Gavaskar said Sehwag was unlikely 
to win the selectors' favour in 
future if he continued to "commit 
cricketing suicide."

"How much sympathy he will 
retain after this performance 
remains to be seen, but the way he 
is getting out indicates that he is 
looking to commit cricketing 
suicide," said Gavaskar.

"Unless he learns to temper his 
game, he will find himself in the 
cricketing wilderness. If he is not 
willing to show some patience, 
then the skipper and the selec-
tors will also lose patience with 
him."

Sehwag gets a final chance on 
Tuesday -- weather permitting -- to 
cement his place for the upcoming 
tour of England in July and justify 
captain Rahul Dravid's continued 
faith in his match-winning abili-
ties.

The 28-year-old has already 
been axed for the two upcoming 
Tests against Bangladesh despite 
boasting an average of 49.46 from 
52 Tests and being India's only 
triple centurion.

Sehwag, who crossed the 5,000-
run milestone during Thursday's 
one-dayer, has managed just 440 
runs in his last 20 games, including 
a 114 against minnows Bermuda in 
the World Cup.

F e l l o w  o p e n e r  G a u t a m  
Gambhir showed the way with a 
gutsy century in Saturday's game 
while the other contender, Robin 
Uthappa, may play his first match 
in the series on Tuesday.

The tourists could be frustrated 
by wet weather as they prepared to 
sweep the one-dayers ahead of the 
first Test starting in this port city on 
Friday.

Heavy overnight rain water-
logged the Ruhul Amin stadium 
and more rain has been forecast for 
the rest of the week, threatening 
not only Tuesday's match but also 
the first Test.

"We are keen to play because we 
have Bangladesh in our grip and 
don't want to ease off now," said 
India's tough-talking interim 
coach Ravi Shastri. "We are defi-
nitely looking at 3-0."

The tourists may field Uthappa 

Pressure mounts on Veeru

SA offers to be
neutral venue
CRICINFO, undated

South Africa are willing to step in 
and host a one-day series between 
Australia and Zimbabwe but the 
Australian government believes it 
is "highly unlikely" the games will 
eventuate. The government wrote 
to Cricket Australia ordering it not 
to tour Zimbabwe but CA said it 
was considering whether the 
matches could be played at a neu-
tral venue.

Gerald Majola, Cricket South 
Africa's chief executive, said there 
would be no problem if both coun-
tries wanted to play in South Africa. 
"I haven't heard anything from 
anyone," Majola said in the Sydney 
Morning Herald. "Obviously 
Australia and Zimbabwe would 
have to agree to move the tour first. 
If the two parties agreed to play 
there, then we would be fine with 
that."

The Australian government 
would prefer that the series was 
c a n c e l l e d  c o m p l e t e l y  a n d  
Alexander Downer, Australia's 
foreign minister, said it would be 
unpalatable for Zimbabwe to play 
elsewhere. "It seems to me highly 
unlikely that the Zimbabwe Cricket 
Union would want to play the game 
in another country," Downer told 
the ABC.

"For them, I suspect, and at least 
for the Zimbabwean government, 
it would be seen to be humiliating 
to acknowledge that they're not 
able to play against the top cricket 
team within their own country. My 
guess is that this won't come 
about."

Downer said relocating the 
three matches to a neutral venue, 
such as South Africa, would be less 
of a propaganda win for Robert 
Mugabe. "The worst possible thing 
that could happen would be that 
our team would actually go to 
Zimbabwe," he said. "Zimbabwe 
would have to put up with the 
humiliation of acknowledging that 
the best cricket team won't play in 
their own country."

SLC begins
coach hunt
AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's cricket authorities said 
Monday they would immediately 
start the search for a new foreign 
coach to replace Tom Moody, who 
is leaving at the end of his contract 
this month.

"We will look for a foreign coach 
from tomorrow," Kangadaran 
Mathivanan, secretary to Sri Lanka 
Cricket (SLC), the governing body 
of the sport, told AFP.

Tom Moody, who guided the 
islanders to the World Cup final last 
month, told the SLC on Monday 
that due to family and personal 
commitments he was unable to 
continue in the job.

Mathivanan said the SLC would 
continue the policy of obtaining a 
foreign, as opposed to a local, 
coach and said it was too early to 
name possible contenders for the 
job.

Moody has recorded a high rate 
of success with the Sri Lankan 
team, particularly its performances 
overseas since he took up the job in 
May 2005.

He guided the Sri Lankans to 
drawn Test series in England and 
New Zealand and is largely cred-
i t e d  w i t h  c a r r y i n g  M a h e l a  
Jayawardena's team to the World 
Cup final with Australia.

He was the fourth Australian to 
be in charge of the Sri Lankans after 
Dav Whatmore, Bruce Yardley and 
John Dyson.

Aus rejects 
Zim charge
AFP, Sydney

Prime Minister John Howard on 
Monday said it was ludicrous to 
suggest Australia was racist for 
banning its cricketers from touring 
Zimbabwe, as he faced questions at 
home about mixing sport with 
politics.

Howard on Sunday ordered 
Australian cricketers not to tour the 
impoverished African nation, 
saying the presence of the world 
champions would be used as a 
propaganda tool to support the 
rule of "grubby dictator" Robert 
Mugabe.

Mugabe's junior Information 
Minister Bright Matonga hit back 
by saying the ban was a racist ploy 
designed to keep Aimbabwe out of 
international sport.
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TASTE GOOD: Spaniard clay king Rafael Nadal bites the trophy after beating Chilean Fernando Gonzalez in the Rome 
Masters final yesterday.

PHOTO: COURTESY

Vice Chancellor of National University Professor Dr Wakil Ahmed inaugurates the inter-varsity handball and tennis 
tournament at the Physical Training College ground in Mohammadpur on Saturday.

AFP, Rome

High-flying Rafael Nadal continued 
his record clay-court run after lifting 
a third straight Rome Masters title 
on Sunday in beating Chilean 
Fernando Gonzalez 6-2, 6-2.

Nadal looks like reaching 
Roland Garros with a running start 
after playing four events in the five 
weeks which lead to the May 27 
kick-off of the clay-court test.

The undisputed king of clay has 
extended his unbeaten run on the 
surface to 77 matches, his last loss 
coming in April, 2005, in Valencia 
to Russian Igor Andreev.

During that massive span, 
Nadal, winner of the last two edi-
tions of Roland Garros, has lifted 13 
titles.

If his fitness holds up, the world 
number two and his uncle-coach 
Toni will look like master planners, 
with the 20-year-old having lifted 

titles at Monte Carlo, Barcelona 
and the Foro Italico this spring.

He joins Austrian Thomas 
Muster with three trophies at the 
Foro Italico but becomes the first to 
win his three in a row.

Nadal remains undefeated in 
Rome with 17 straight wins after 
triumphing in his 16th consecutive 
clay-court final for a flawless unde-
feated record in that category.

The title was the fourth of the 
season for Nadal, who also won 
Indian Wells, Monte Carlo and 
Barcelona.

But the Spaniard admitted that 
his exertions over three and a half 
hours in winning a marathon 
s e m i f i n a l  a g a i n s t  N i k o l a y  
Davydenko did colour his prepara-
tion.

"Normally I have one hour of 
practise but today I had 15-20 
minutes," he said. "I was a little bit 
tired, but prepared. I didn't know 
how I would feel in the match, but I 
tried to come in with the best 
chances.

"I tried to play with the big 
concentration. My special goal 
today was playing a little bit more 
aggressive than yesterday." 

The winner accomplished that 
as Gonzalez struck 31 unforced 
errors and lost serve five times. 

The Chilean saw his 3-1 career 
lead over the young hotshot start to 
slide after going down in just under 
90 minutes. 

The trademark hard-hitter who 
lost the Australian Open final to 
Roger Federer admits that he was 
outplayed, but added that the 
Nadal superiority may have a 
downside. 

"It's boring if he's winning every 
clay-court tournament," said the 
number six who has won two of his 
last three trophies on surfaces 
other than red clay. 

"But he's tough because he's in 
good shape and he can be hours 
playing there," said the Chilean. 
"Today I tried to go for it, tried to 
win the match. I cannot wait on this 
kind of surface." 

Nadal's record third

Curbishley 
FROM PAGE 20

suggestion that his team selection 
had done an injustice to Sheffield 
United, the club relegated in West 
Ham's place. 

"I know Neil Warnock will be 
disappointed," said Ferguson. "But 
once he sees the stats of how much 
we dominated he will understand 
we were unlucky. You have to 
remember, the release of having 
won the league does effect them at 
times. 

"West Ham were the team 
coming into this game with the 
best form and they couldn't have 
come to Old Trafford on a better 
day with us having won the league 
when the edge is off our game a 
little bit. 

"We did our best, we had 25 
strikes at goal but West Ham were 
resilient, credit them. I do feel for 
Sheffield United, though." 

United's sympathies for the 
Blades were not evident, however, 
as the club celebrated their ninth 
Premiership title in style on the 
pitch at the game's end to mark the 
end of a campaign which leaves 
Ferguson relishing challenges to 
come. 

"My experience when we won 
the league in 1993 was that it 
opened the door for us," said 
Ferguson. "We won the double, 
won the title the next year and 
absolutely slaughtered the league. 
The players have been given a taste 
of what it is all about today and will 
come on with that. 

"They know what it is all about 
now so let's get on with it! I'm 
looking forward to next year and 
this team developing." 

FROM PAGE 17

Moody will return to the Australian 
state where he began his first-class 
career in 1985-86, taking over the 
post vacated by Wayne Clark at the 
end of last southern summer.

Reports said Moody would 
receive a salary from the WACA 
similar to Clark's, but it would be 
topped up by a sponsorship deal 
with Indian industrialist Vikas 
Rambal, who lives in Perth.

It is believed to be the first exclu-
sive sponsorship deal of its type in 
Australia.

Delhi-born Rambal said after 
being welcomed to the state he 
wanted to give something back.

"Nothing is free ... it is a substan-
tial investment by my family for the 
next couple of years," Rambal said. "I 
believe every cricket fan in WA will be 
delighted, excited at the news."

WACA chief executive Graeme 
Wood said securing Moody was a 
coup.

"We have been able to secure an 
internationally-respected mentor 
with an impeccable record and in the 
prime of his coaching career," Wood 
said.

Moody's contract with Sri Lanka 
ends on May 31. Before then, he is 
due to tour Abu Dhabi with the team 
for a one-day international series 
with Pakistan.

The former Worcestershire all-
rounder was appointed Sri Lanka's 
national coach in 2005, succeeding 
compatriot John Dyson.

Under Moody's coaching, the Sri 
Lankans have had a remarkable run 
overseas.

They wiped out England 5-0 in a 
one-day series while drawing the 
Test series 1-1 in 2006, and earlier 
this year drew 1-1 in Tests in New 
Zealand.

Moody leaving Lanka

Woolmer 
FROM PAGE 17

the release.

"The JCF is conducting an exten-
sive and thoroughly professional 
investigation into the circumstances 
surrounding the death of Bob 
Woolmer.

"This has included a request to 
the Commissioner of Police of the 
Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) in 
London to conduct a review of the 
investigation," the release further 
quoted Angell saying.

It was also reported on Saturday, 
that the Jamaican police were close 
to naming Woolmer's killer.

"The JCF would again urge the 
media to refrain from speculation 
because of the additional distress it 
places upon the Woolmer family and 
the fact that it can hinder the progress 
of the investigation," the release added.

Angell also disclosed that Shields 
and Deputy Superintendent Colin 
Pinnock have met with the 
Metropolitan Police review team and 
the pathology and forensic experts in 
London.

Angell also said police have 
departed for South Africa to brief Gill 
Woolmer and her family on the 
progress of the investigation.

In addition to their working 
relationship with Scotland Yard, 
Angell, said, "due to the open and 
transparent approach to the 
Woolmer investigation, the JCF has 
also welcomed assistance of the 
P a k i s t a n i  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  
INTERPOL."

Lillee said Moody would also 
bring Trevor Penney, his assistant at 
Sri Lanka, to be his deputy in Perth.

FROM PAGE 20

Warnock was particularly bitter 
about the weakened line-up 
Manchester United boss Sir Alex 
Ferguson put out to face West 
Ham, presumably with one eye on 
next weekend's FA Cup final 
against Chelsea. 

"I must admit I thought Sir Alex 
would play a stronger team than 
that but it was not to be," Warnock 
said. "To see them celebrating (the 
title) on the pitch leaves a bitter 
taste in your mouth." 

Wigan boss Paul Jewell admit-
ted he had been left "physically and 
mentally drained" by Sunday's 
events. "It was a long, long 45 
minutes, that second half." 

First-half goals from Dimitar 

Berbatov and Robbie Keane 
al lowed Tottenham to beat  
Manchester City 2-1 at home and 
ensure that Martin Jol's side 
matched last season's fifth-place 
finish. 

Despite Emile Mpenza pulling a 
goal back five minutes before the 
break, City were unable to take 
anything from what may have been 
manager Stuart Pearce's last match 
in charge. 

Everton, who drew 1-1 at 
Chelsea, finished one place back 
while Bolton claimed seventh 
place and the final UEFA Cup spot 
after a 2-2 home draw with Aston 
Villa. 

Didier Drogba's equaliser for 
Chelsea after James Vaughan had 

given Everton the lead extended 
the club's unbeaten home run in 
the league to 63 matches, equalling 
the record set by the great 
Liverpool side of the late 1970s. 

A last-minute penalty by Harry 
Kewell earned Liverpool a 2-2 draw 
at home to Charlton and ensured 
that the Reds edged out Arsenal, 
who could only manage a goalless 
draw at Portsmouth, for third place 
on goal difference. 

Elsewhere, Benni McCarthy 
scored his 24th goal of the season 
as Blackburn shared the points in 
an entertaining 3-3 draw with 
Reading while Mark Viduka 
marked what may well have been 
his final game for Middlesbrough 
with a double to help his side to a 3-
1 win over Fulham.

Tevez saves Hammers

SPORTS REPORTER

The Kai-Altech Premier Cricket 
League plunged into uncertainty 
on its resumption after three 
months as inclement weather and 
player crisis hit the Super League 
yesterday.

Only one match was completed 
on the opening day of the second 
phase with Sonargaon Cricketers 
snatching a one-wicket victory in a 
rain-interrupted match against 
Victoria Sporting Club.

Title contenders Abahani and 
Mohammedan both were kept 
waiting as their unfinished games, 
weather and the recent crisis per-
mitting, will restart today.

With a cyclone expected to hit 
the coastal belts of the country 
early this morning, the fate of the 
two games looked doubtful.

However, leaders Abahani and 
bottom-table Old DOHS, who were 
pitted against each other at the 
Fatullah Stadium, faced another 
problem with no possible solution 
but postponing the super league 
for an indefinite period.

Abahani vice-captain Tushar 
Imran -- who scored a 48-ball 46 in 

the side's 224 all out in 49.2 overs 
after electing to bat -- and DOHS 
batsman Mehrab Hossain both got 
surprise calls for the national 
team's third and final one-day 
international against India slated 
for today in Chittagong as cover for 
the injury-plagued Tigers.

Mehrab was yet to bat for 
DOHS, who were 18 without loss 
after four overs when rain stopped 
play. He and Tushar along with 
Rajin Saleh left Dhaka for the port 
city last night.

Abahani, who lost their last five 
wickets in the space of 12 runs and 
20 deliveries, fielded Sri Lankan 
international Upul Chandana, who 
topscored 60 off 65 balls, while 
DOHS had Kenyan ace Steve Tikolo 
in their line-up. 

The Cricket Committee of 
Dhaka Metropolis (CCDM) could 
not respond to the situation imme-
diately but called an emergency 
meeting late last night to solve the 
issue. 

According to a claim by their 
officials, Abahani -- who will not 
have more than seven players after 
yesterday's match due to injury 
and examination of players apart 
from the involvement of three 
cricketers in Test series against 
India -- were already expected to 

appeal for delaying the rest of the 
league.

In the other incomplete game, 
Mohammedan reached 22 without 
loss in 4.2 overs in reply to Biman's 
257-8, built around Nafis Iqbal's 80 
off 88 balls, at the Dhanmondi 
Cricket Stadium.

At BKSP, Sonargaon toppled 
third-placed Victoria in the table 
when they stormed to 183 for nine 
for a last-ball victory after being set 
a revised target of 181 in 31 overs. 
Sonargaon, chasing a challenging 
268 for victory, were 130-4 after 26 
overs when the match was inter-
rupted due to rain and they needed 
51 runs in five overs after the 
resumption.

Mahbub Alam Robin's last-ball 
six in the ultimate delivery of the 
game took Sonargaon's collection 
t o  1 7  p o i n t s ,  l e v e l  w i t h  
Mohammedan and three behind 
Abahani, after opener Mehrab 
Hossain Opee gave a good start 
during his 57 off 80 balls.

Earlier, opener Imrul Kayes 
struck 78 off 107 balls and 
Mahmudullah Riyad hammered 
five fours and as many sixes in an 
explosive 88 not out off 69 balls as 
Victoria made 267-9 in 50 overs 
after deciding to bat.

Super League starts 
with uncertainty
Sonargaon win, two matches unfinished

and left-arm seamer Rudra Pratap 
Singh, who both missed the Dhaka 
matches, in place of Dinesh 
Mongia and Munaf Patel.

Bangladesh, meanwhile, will be 
without vice-captain Mohammad 
Ashraful who is suffering from viral 
fever. Allrounder Farhad Reza, 20, 
may get a look-in for his 13th one-
dayer.

Outgoing coach Dav Whatmore 
said he was looking for an 
improved performance from the 
hosts ahead of the Test series.

"It will be nice to pull one back 
before the Tests," he said. "There is 
no doubt India have played the 
better cricket in the series, but it is 
also a fact that we have allowed 
them to do so."

Title race opens 
FROM PAGE 20

sure," lamented Gimnastic coach 
Paco Flores. 

Gaizka Garitano and Savio 
quickly put Sociedad 2-0 ahead. 

Javier Portillo got one back for 
Gimnastic after 31 minutes but Ion 
Ansotegi as good as sentenced 
Gimnastic to playing in the 
Spanish second division next 
season with a goal from close range 
18 minutes before the end. 

Sociedad themselves are still in 
trouble and third from bottom but 
Celta Vigo drop down to the penul-
timate place after being defeated 2-
1 by Levante. 

Levante's Gustavo Reggi put the 
visitors ahead from the spot after 
39 minutes, after Alvaro had been 
fouled by Celta's Gabriel Tamas, 
and Riga Mustapha got their sec-
ond from the edge of the area just 
after half time. 

Fernando Baiano, with his 12th 
goal of the season, got one back for 
Celta on 62 minutes. 

Athletic continued their fight to 
preserve their historic status as one 
of only three teams to be ever-
present in the Spanish first division 
- along with Barcelona and Real 
Madrid - by drawing 1-1 with 
Deportivo La Coruna. 

"We lost a good chance to put 
some space between us and the 
relegation zone," reflected Athletic 
coach Mane Esnal. 

Athletic are just one place above 
the relegation zone but have a four-
point advantage over their fellow 
Basques Real Sociedad. 

Ferguson 
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"It is a fantastic achievement by the 
players at the club. We are the best 
team in the country and play the 
best football. 

"When you see the trophy in our 
hands you really know you have 
achieved." 

Chelsea finished six points 
behind United, who they face in 
the FA Cup final on Saturday, after 
drawing 1-1 with Everton - a result 
that ensured the Blues equalled 
Liverpool's record of 63 consecu-
tive unbeaten home league games. 

John Obi Mikel added to man-
ager Jose Mourinho's woes as he 
limped off with a hamstring injury 
that makes him a doubt for the 
Wembley showpiece. 

The Nigerian joins Ricardo 
Carvalho on the list of possible 
absentees, with Michael Ballack 
and Andriy Shevchenko already 
sidelined. 

Mourinho said: "After losing 
Mikel we have 15 players for 
Wembley, so maybe I will have two 
goalkeepers on the bench and 
Hilario is not a bad midfield player, 
so maybe he will give me a hand." 

Mourinho insisted the pain of 
missing out of the title will drive his 
side next season. 

"I am very happy that we are not 
happy and that is motivation for 
next season," he said. "We want 
more. 

"In such a big football country 
and in such a difficult league it is 
not easy to be second, especially 
with the problems we have had." 

Too much 
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But that didn't draw any complaint 
from anyone, let alone the players, 
who had to wiggle their way 
through the imposing security net.

The arrangement would surely 
impress security experts but some 
people must remember that this is 
a cricket ground. Sanctity must be 
restored and if there are hundreds 
of policemen roaming around the 
ground, it just doesn't feel good, 
especially for journalists who were 
brutally assaulted by the law-
enforcing agency in Chittagong last 
year during the Bangladesh-
Australia series.

Div I TT results
SPORTS REPORTER

A total of seven matches were 
decided in yesterday's AB Bank 
first division table tennis league at 
the Woodenfloor Gymnasium.

Sports World and Palolic Group 
won their matches in straight sets, 
beating Young Pegasus and United 
International University Red 3-0. 
Synthia beat Mansoor Sporting 
Club by the same margin while 
Barna TTC blanked Durbar 3-0, 
Combined SC beat Reazul SS 3-0, 
Jagarani beat Management Net 3-1 
and Linkers edged Udayan 3-2.

Rijkaard puts 
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win. But then we always want to 
win." 

However, Rijkaard conceded 
that his men's confidence had 
been shaken after dropping two 
vital points and slipping to second 
in the Spanish title race. 

"The faces of disappointment 
were the same in the dressing room 
as those you saw leaving the field. 
The talk was of how many games 
remain," admitted Rijkaard. 

It was the second dismal result 
in just four days for Barca and came 
in the wake of their 4-0 humiliation 
at modest Getafe in the Spanish 
Cup semifinal on Thursday. 

India'll play
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Bangladesh-India series.

In the presentation, it was 
mentioned that the series could 
have been avoided, as the climate 
of Bangladesh is generally quite 
warm and humid during May, with 
more than 60 per cent probability 
of occurrence of moderate to 
severe thunderstorm activity on 
most days.

This has already happened as 
the first one-dayer on May 10 was 
interrupted at the very start of the 
match, restricting it to 47-overs-a-
side.

The second ODI on May 12 was 
again interrupted by rain, and this 
time, it was made a 49-overs-a-side 
match.

Speaking to reporters on 
Saturday, Sibal said that there were 
i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  D h a k a  a n d  
Chittagong continuing to be 
affected by light to moderate rain-
fall activity, accompanied by thun-
dershowers during the next five 
days, and consequently the third 
ODI on May 15 could be inter-
rupted as well.

The minister further said he 
would soon have detailed discus-
sions with Pawar.

Sibal said that he would offer a 
permanent arrangement so that 
whenever the BCCI has to fix the 
itinerary of a tournament, the IMD 
could provide proper weather 
inputs and if needed, there could 
even be a permanent representa-
tive of the IMD on the BCCI to 
provide guidance on a continuous 
basis.
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