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Exhibition

Chinese graphic art in Dhaka

Artworks at the exhibition

Favza HAQ

HENG Qingdian, the Chinese

ambassador, speaking at the

inauguration of the China Graphic
Design Exhibition at Sufia Kamal Hall,
National Museum, yesterday, said that the
showdepicts the latest art trend in China. He
said that this exhibition would introduce
Chinese graphic art to Bangladesh. He
added that while China was growing rapidly,
importance was also given to the country's
cultural background.

ABM Abdul Howk Chowdhury, secretary,
Ministry of Cultural Affairs, lauded Bangla-
desh's ties with China. He also stressed on
theimportance of our cultural delegations to
China.

Samar Chandra Pal, director general of

National Museum, praised China's prowess
inthefield of artthatis recorded in history.

Package, one of the fascinating graphic
posters, has birds, flowers and trees in gold,
set on a backdrop of red. The parcel is tied
with a gold silk thread. It is a liquor packag-
ing and the designing has been done by
Chen Xiaolin. The New year Gift Packaging
brings in wine once more as the subject and
the designer is Hao Xueting. Different angles
ofthebottles and the packages are presented
with care and suavity.

Fish, done by He Jie brings in a huge fish
dominated by black checks. It has a black
body, fins and tail and it rests on a brown
foreground. Chen Man has brought in a
poster with elephants, birds and other ani-
mals, recalling Noah's ark. Motifs of waves
and fish decorate the main figures. The Big

The Chinese Ambassador (C) with other distinguished guests at the inauguration

Fortuneby Uyu Xiangdang brings in two fish
with fascinating scalloped designs on the
body. Dots and lines decorate it. On one side
is a crane bringing in peach flowers and on
the otherside are two children playing under
a tree. The peeping sun is seen in the back-
drop. Thisisinred, brown and black.

Celebrating the 25th anniversary of
China's reform is the work of Zhou Ming.
This presents a huge woollen mat bearing
the words "Open". The poster by Tian
Duanhong introduces waves, boats and fish.
This is in bold sweeps oflines and curls. Tian
's other piece shows flying cranes in black
and white. In the background are blue and
yellow umbrellas and flowers against a beige
setting.

The poster celebrating the 5th anniver-
sary of the return of Macao by Li Fan pres-
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ents a flower with burning candles. Both the
flowers and candles are pink, set off by
green. Image of Cheng Du by Hu Shaozong
bringsin swirls of black presenting the image
of a chair. Exhibition of Chinese Calligraphy
shows a thick brush that is held upside
down, bearinga potofblackink.

Happiness by Tong Jinpeng presents a
woman in gold and red. She is smiling
and bears a fan with the design of a phoe-
nix. Yoga by Li Fan brings in a figure,
emerging from flower petals. The form
appears to emerge from a leaf. Gate by Li
Donshang shows a boy skating, with
doors opening up at the sides, ushering in
figures from the pages of history.

The exhibition continuing till May 23,
is sure to generate interest in contempo-
rary Chinese art.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Kobi, a new drama serial by
eminent playwright Humayun
Ahmed will go on air from
tonight at9:35pm. The serial will
be aired every Monday and

Tuesday on Channel-i.

Celebrated author Humayun
Ahmed's comedy Kobi centres
around hilarious incidents
involving three friends -- Sajjad,
Atahar and Majid -- who want to
establish themselves as poets.

The serial is directed by
Shaon. Dr. Enamul Haque,
Jayanto Chattapadhyaya, Abul
Kashem, Wahida Mallick Jolly,
Zahiruddin Piar, Apurbo and
others play the major roles in

the serial.

A scene from Kobi

'Kobi': New drama serial on Channel-i
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Magician Ali Raj performs at Shenzhen
festival

Magician Ali Raj during a performance

Bangladeshi magician Ali Raj
recently mesmerised an audi-
ence in China with his perfor-
mance. Raj was the only
Bangladeshi magician invited
at the Happy Valley Theatre in
the city of Shenzhen, at the
second biggest 10-day interna-
tional magic fest held in China,
says a pressrelease.

Raj's illusion titled The Mys-
tery of Bengal, along with his
other performances, were
highly appreciated by the audi-
ence and participating magi-
cians from around the world
including Brett Daniel and
France Harary from the USA.
The Mayor of Shenzhen pre-
sented Raj with a token of hon-
our.

AL UREESIN Small screen

Art Exhibition

Title: Mukti

Organiser: Liberation War Museum
Venue: Liberation War Museum
Date: May 7-20

Time: 10:00am- 8:00pm

Title: Reviving Traditional techniques
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'Moner Janala': TV series on domestic
violence

through contemporary art
Organiser: Art Club Bangladesh
Venue: Art Club Bangladesh Gallery.
Suite: 3B, House: 4, Road: 104,
Gulshan: 2

Date: May 12-18

Time: 11:00am- 8:00pm

Theatre

Play: Shikondi Kotha

Troupe: Natyadhara, Chittagong
Venue: National Theatre Stage,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Date: May 17

Time: 6:30pm

Grand Group Art
Exhibition

145 art works of renowned
Bangladeshi artists on display

Venue: Saju Art Gallery, F/40-41,
D.C.C. North Super Market 2nd Circle,
Gulshan

Date: April 28- May 28

Time: 9:00am to 7:00pm (Friday

Premier of the drama serial Moner Janalawas held
at Bokul Hall, Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, yesterday.
The series will go on air tonight and will be aired
every Tuesday on ATN Banglaat9:00pm.

The serial is an initiative by Oxfam to generate
awareness on domestic violence and abuse of
women's rights. The initiative is supported by
GTZand DFID, UK.

Chief guest at the programme was Geeteara
Safiya Choudhury, adviser to the caretaker govern-
ment. Special guests were Anwar Chowdhury, UK
High Commissioner to Bangladesh and Hans-
Hinrich Schnelle, First Secretary and head of
development cooperation, Embassy of the Federal
Republic of Germany. Also present at the occasion
were Oxfam GB Country Representative Anil P
Tambay, media personalities Asaduzzaman Noor,
AbulHayat, Anisul Haque and others

The plot of the series revolves around four
families living in the same building in Dhaka,
highlighting crises in the urban middleclass family
structure.

Ayoung couple -- Mehedi and Kanta -- lives in
the ground floor. Mehedi, a promising singer, is
havingan extra-marital affair.

An elderly couple -- Professor Kabir Ahmed
and Kazi Shahida -- lives on the first floor.
Shahida, an activist working for women's rights,

family.

Engineer Hassan Zaman with his mother, wife
and two daughters live on the second floor.
Hassan's mother, desperate for a grandson,
forces her daughter-in-law to conceive another
child.

The landlord Sagir Chowdhury and his family

(L-R) Hans-Hinrich Schnelle, Geeteara Safiya Choudhury, Anwar Chowdhury, Abul Hayat and Anisul
Haque at the premier

females.

And so the story follows. Each episode of the
series zooms in on the different ways women are
abusedinoursociety-- verbal, physical and more.

Based on astory by Anisul Haque, script for the

serial has been developed by Brindaban Das.
Directed by Abul Hayat, the series features

Buzz

Rituparno Ghosh on the rise

Critics have often drawn parallels between Bengali
film director Rituporna Ghosh and the famous late
Satyajit Ray. Not without reason his films such as
Dahan (1997), Utsab (2000), Chokher Bali (2003)
and Raincoat (2004) have turned the microscope
acutely on family and societal relationships.

Now Ghosh is in the news for his forthcoming
English language film, The Last Lear. The film stars
Amitabh Bachchan, Preity Zinta, Arjun Rampal,
Divya Dutta, Shefali Shah and Jisshu Sengputa. The
film is rumoured to be based on the late actor Utpal
Dutt's play Aajker Shahjahan. While the principal
shooting was in Kolkata, a sizeable section of the
film is shot in and around the picturesque locales of
Mussoorie like George Everest Estate and Dhanotti.

Commenting on this film, Bachchan, who plays
the role of a retired Shakespearean stage actor who
encounters a dynamic filmmaker, says, “It is a bold
and offbeat venture by Rituparno. He is very
methodical and does not compromise. He works
very hard on each actor.”

Ghosh was born and grew up in Kolkata. His high
school years were in South Point High School, while
he studied economics at Jadavpur University. His
father was a documentary filmmaker and basically a
painter, while his mother was also interested in
filmmaking. No wonder the young Ghosh learnt the
technological intricacies of the art of filmmaking.

Thedirector began his careerin advertising. In 1992, he
made a low profile debut with a children's feature film
called Hirer Angti (The Diamond Ring). However his big
breakwas his second film titled Unishey April (19th April).

beennolookingback.

The high profile Chokher Bali catapulted him to the
frontranks ofthe Indian film industry.

Ghosh has other sources of inspiration -- film directors
such as Ingmar Bergman, Bille August, Quentin
Tarantino and Pedro Almodovar. His heart, he says,
belongs to Kolkata. West Bengal, in his words, “is far more
progressive” than other states of India.

Compiled by Cultural Correspondent
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