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CULTURALFEAST

Art Exhibition

Title: Mukti

Organiser: Liberation War Museum
Venue: Liberation War Museum
Date: May 7-20

Time: 10:00am- 8:00pm

Title: Reviving Traditional techniques
through contemporary art
Organiser: Art Club Bangladesh
Venue: Art Club Bangladesh Gallery.
Suite: 3B, House: 4, Road: 104,
Gulshan: 2

Date: May 12-18

Time: 11:00am- 8:00pm

Theatre

Play: Shikondi Kotha

Troupe: Natyadhara, Chittagong
Venue: National Theatre Stage,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Date: May 17

Time: 6:30pm

Grand Group Art
Exhibition

145 art works of renowned
Bangladeshi artists on display
Venue: Saju Art Gallery, F/40-41,
D.C.C. North Super Market 2nd Circle,
Gulshan

Date: April 28- March 28

Time: 9:00am to 7:00pm (Friday
closed)

Classical and Folk music

evening

Organiser: The Royal Norwegian
Embassy, Dhaka

Venue: The British Council
Bangladesh, 5 Fuller Road, Dhaka
Date: May 18

Time: 6:30pm

Book Launch & Puppet

Show

Name of the Book: Janala Diye Khoka
Dekhe

Author: Nazia Jabeen

Venue: Jatra, Kamal Ataturk Avenue,
Banani

Date: May 14

Time: 4 pm followed by a puppet show

Theatre

An unforgettable evening of
ghazals

Jagjit Singh performs in Dhaka

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

N eager audience silently

awaited the artiste as the

lights in Bangladesh China
Friendship Conference Centre
dimmed on the evening of May 12.
As the deeply resonant tone floated
across the stage, there was a per-
ceptible sign of appreciation; the
long awaited concerthad begun.

The artiste was none other than
the leading ghazal singer of the
sub-continent, Jagjit Singh, who
has been entertaining music lovers
throughout the world for decades.

Ghazals have always held a
special place in the hearts of those
who follow the traditional North
Indian music. A performance by
one of most popular exponents of
the genre was bound to generate
tremendous interest, and the
packed auditorium was a fitting
demonstration of that passion.

Ghazals are intricately woven
expressions of love. The genre
originally developed in Persia and
spread in North India during the
period of Muslim rule in the sub-
continent. The Persian exponents
were great philosophers and
through their literary artistry,
ghazals evolved into an art form
that balanced the fiery passion of
the heart with subtle play of words
to tantalise the mind.

Lucknow was the reputed home
of Hindustani music. Eventually it
also became a hub of ghazal com-
posers, poets, musicians and
singers. Ghazals however, flour-
ished first in Delhi and then in

Ghazal maestro Jagjit Singh performs at the China Friendship Conference Centre

Lucknow. By the earlier half of the
18th century, Urdu ghazals
attained popularity and attained
their zenith through the works of
Mirza Ghalib. The light classical
Hindustani music keenly suited
the romantic temperament of the
ghazalform.

Jagjit's performance in Dhaka
featured a range of traditional
ghazals he has come to be known

'Lilaboti': Upcoming production of
Loko Natya Dal

ERSHAD KAMOL

Many of us are acquainted with
Khona: The lady from ancient
times whose words of wisdom or
adages for the welfare of mass, are
still frequently uttered. Perhaps

many of us are not aware of the
tragic end of her life. Her jealous
father in-law cut her tongue and
made her mute. That is why
Lilaboti, the princess of Shinghol
(now known as Sri Lanka), later
became popular in the subconti-

nentas Khona (split tongue). Based
on the biographical sketch of
Lilaboti, Loko Natya Dal is going to
premiere its up-coming produc-
tion Lilaboti on the first week of
June at the Experimental Theatre
Stage.

Secretary General of Loko Natya
Dal, Liaqauat Ali Lucky, who is also
director-actor-set designer of
Lilabotiinformed, "Nasrin Mustafa
has written a quality script on the
historical events. We have already
staged three technical shows at the
Experimental Theatre Stage."

Lucky further informed that
through historical events, Nasrin's
play features a dramatic conflict
between a women and her father
in-law. Lilaboti's father in-law
Borah was one of the nine jewels of
King Harsho Bikramaditya's court.
Court palmist Borah became
jealous at Lilaboti's mastery on
palmistry. At the end of the play,
Borah cuts her tongue.

On the directorial composition
Lucky informed, "As Khona is very
popular amongst the masses, I've
chosen intimate indigenous thea-
tre forms to present the tragedy."

Thandu Raihan is the light
designer and M Jinnah is the music

for. Clad in a white kurta-pajama,
the artiste treated the audience to a
rich medley of compositions
including Kaun kehta hain
muhabbat ki zuba hoti hain,
Hoshowalon ko khabar kya
bekhudi kya cheez hai, Hazaaron
khwaish, Yeh dawlat bhi le lo and
more.

The sangat (accompanying
instruments) was a deft blend of
violin, tabla, dhol, flute and key-
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board played by accomplished
musicians like Deepak Kumar
Shambhulal Pandit, Shaikh Javed
Mumtaz Ahmed, Kuldip Babu,
Anantbhal Desia, Atul Shantieal
Raninga, Abhilash Phukan and
Devendar Raj Bhatt.

This was Jagjit's fourth visit to
Bangladesh. The event was organ-
ised by Creatas Communications
Ltd.

Generating Awareness
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“Perhaps I am not so lucky as
an artiste”--- Tomalika

As an actress Tamalika
Karmakar has come along way.
On stage, small screen or big
screen, she has been equally
active. Here she talks to the
Cultural Correspondent of The
Daily Star.

The Daily Star (TDS): What are
you busy with these days?

Tamalika: I have just finished
shooting a number of single epi-
sode plays and a mega serial. I am
currently busy with other plays too.
Some plays like Boirita, Syed
Bari,Bibido, Daimar Sansar etc, are
being telecast now. In Lal Neel
Beguniand The New Sobuj Opera, 1
was absent in a few episodes as I
was in Australia for sometime. Now
Iwillbe backinboth the serials.

TDS: You seem to be very serious
about stage acting. Do you have a
greatcommitment to the stage?

Tamalika: In Bangladesh, it is
quite difficult to take up theatre
professionally. However, it's my
passion for the stage which keeps
me going.

TDS: It's often said that if you
don't perform on stage, you can't
be a good actor.How far do you
thinkitis true?

Tamalika: It's not that you must
work on stage to be a good actor
and the stage does not assure
anyone to be a successful actor. I
believe that you must have individ-
uality-- that's something God-
gifted. Education is important, but
I believe acting is not primarily a
matter of acquiring knowledge
from someone. If you work on
stage, it will enable you to do versa-
tile characters. We have seen many
successful actors on stage were a
total failure on small screen. On the
other hand, many star performers

Rajshahi Theater stage 'Gambhira' on

Bird Flu
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The spectators enjoy the traditional theatre form Gambhira

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Using traditional theatre form
Gambhira, Rajshahi Theatre
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enza well known as bird flu. Ten
shows were put up at different
public gatherings in and around
the city recently.

Harian Bazar, Damkura Hat,
Fudkipara Padma river bank,
Haripur Hath, Court Station and
Rajshahi station areas, Nawhata,
Baya and Alupotty Padma river
bank.

Each and every show drew a
huge crowd who were fasci-
nated by the performances of
Nana-Natee-- grandfather-
grandson-- a major feature of
Gambhira. Accompanied by
traditional music, Nana and
Natee danced and narrated the
story in typical
Chapainawabganj tune that
dealt with the contemporary
issue.

Morshed performed as Nana
and Sony played the character
of Natee. Liton, Kamal, Bokul,
Amu, Tushar, Rabin, Benzu, and
Shahin played the instruments.

Rajshahi Theater President
Kamarullah Sarkar said, "If
people are not aware of bird flu,
this could lead to a major disas-
ter. To communicate well with
the people of the region we have
used Gambhira, the popular

Tomalika Karmakar

on TV, failed to make a mark on
stage.

TDS: Did youalso actin films?

Tamalika: Yes, I have so far
acted in four films such as Anyo
Jibon, Ei Ghor Ei Sansar, Mithyar
Raja and Kirton Khola. 1 got the
National Film Award for Kirton
Khola.

TDS: How do you evaluate
yourself?

Tamalika: I'm completely a
director's artiste, though while
acting I never sacrifice my individ-
uality. All T have achieved has been
all by myself. I never had any back-
ing. I would rather say that I was
not utilised properly as an actor.
Famous actor Soumitra Chatterjee
once told me that I could have
fared well, where theatre was given
priority. Perhaps I am not so lucky
asanartiste.

Coppola's "Youth" sets
Rome world premiere

REUTERS

Francis Ford Coppola will return to
the old country for the world pre-
miere of his first feature film in 10
years.

The World War Two-set "Youth
Without Youth" will screen during
Italy's second annual
RomaCinemaFest (October 18-27),
sales agent Pathe Pictures Interna-
tional said.

Tim Roth stars as an elderly
professor whose apparent immor-
tality makes him a target of the
Nazis. Coppola also wrote the

screenplay, based on the novella by
Romanian author Mircea Eliade.

"This film represents a new
period in my career, where I intend
to make only personal films," said
Coppola. "I look forward to show-
ing it at this new festival in Italy,
whose great masters such as
Rossellini, Fellini, Visconti,
Pasolini and Antonioni inspired
my early career."

"Youth," Coppola's first film
since 1997's "The Rainmaker," also
stars Alexandra Maria Lara, Bruno
Ganz, Alexandra Pirici, Marcel
Tures and Andre Hennicke.

. ) ) composer of Lilaboti. staged an awareness building Funded by UNICEF the shows indigenous theatre form of F is Ford C |
A dramatic scene from Lilaboti performance on the avian influ- were staged at Katakhali Bazar, greater Rajshahi." rancis Ford Loppola
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