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Schumacher
to make F1
return

AFP, Berlin

Michael Schumacher will make his
first appearance at a Formula One
race since his retirement last sea-
son at this weekend's Spanish
Grand Prix, it was revealed on
Thursday.

The seven-time world cham-
pion now works as an advisor to the
Ferrari team and will be in his
former team's pit in Barcelona for
Sunday'srace, butissaid to be keen
toavoid thelimelight.

Schumacher's spokeswoman
Sabine Kehm told German news-
paper Bild: "He might sit on the pit
wall, but Michael does not want to
interfere with the racing. His only
function will be advisory."

Ferrari's Brazilian driver Filipe
Massa welcomed the news that his
former teammate will be in atten-
dance and is keen to show the
living-legend what he has learned
from their time together.

"I'm very happy he is back, and
he will surely be able to give us an
extra boost and enthusiasm,"
Massa said.

Vaughan awaits
good news

BBC ONLINE, undated

England captain Michael Vaughan
could yet play in the first Test against
the West Indies despite a broken
finger, says Yorkshire chief Martyn
Moxon.

Vaughan suffered the injury
fending off a rising ball from
Hampshire's Stuart Clark while
playing for Yorkshire.

The early diagnosis suggested he
would be out for three to four weeks,
ruling the 32-year-old out of the 17
May Test.

But Yorkshire director of cricket
Moxon said: "He has definitely
improved since it happened last
week."

Ithad been feared the finger break
would prove the latest in alongline of
injury problems that have plagued
Vaughan for over ayear.

He missed the entire 5-0 Ashes
whitewash against Australia, and only
just returned to fitness in time to play
inthe World Cup.

Pakistan keen

FROM PAGE 21

He returned from the recent World
Cup in the Caribbean with his repu-
tation further enhanced after
Bangladesh qualified for the second
round for the first time and secured
wins over India and South Africa.

Whatmore declined an offer by
the Bangladesh Cricket Board to
remain with the team, saying he was
looking for "new challenges" and
even publicly declared his intention
to coach Pakistan's bitter rivals India.

He said earlier this week however
that he had not been in talks with
either India or Pakistan.

Hesaid he had "not been formally
approached by the Pakistan Cricket
Board. Somebody spoke to me on
their behalf during the World Cup
asking for my contact details but I
havenotheard from them since."

The PCB has also shown interest
in Leicestershire county coach Tim
Boon and former Pakistan paceman
AaquibJaved.

Roma hit Inter

FROM PAGE 24

back to his keeper, Alexander Doni,
but Crespo was alert to it and reached
theballfirst.

The Argentina international then
rounded Doni before tucking home
fromanarrowangle.

Mancini got in on the goalscoring
act on the half hour, gobbling up the
loose ball after Toldo had failed to
clear Panucci's right-wing cross.

Panucci's towering header made it
5-1 before Crespo responded with a
close-range header to give Inter some
hope.

That hope was practically extin-
guished in the 89th minute when
Panuccilashed home the rebound after
Toldo had parried Totti's free-kick.

In the haze

FROM PAGE 24

The end though was one of disappoint-
ment as the Tigers capitulated from a
good position to ultimately go down by
five wickets.

The crowd got a bit rowdy towards
the end with bottles thrown expressing
their disappointment, better avenues
of which should be found in order to
portray a more wholesome image to
theinternational audience.

However, the support was unceas-
ing and even when Syed Rasel stepped
up to bowl what turned out to be the
last over, the crowd roared him at his
run-up.

The match may have been lost but
the Tigers fans could go home with
their heads held high, sporting identi-
cal flag-printed bandanas, even if not
whollysatisfied.

“We will be back,” said Maruf. It was
athoughtadvocated by most.

PHOTO: STAR

THE DARK SIDE OF THE COIN: Cricket fans show VIP Complimentary tickets for the first ODI between Bangladesh and India that they had purchased from
ticket touts outside the stadium before having to bribe the guards at the entrance to getin.

Proteas pair to stay

L, D

Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Mickey Arthur and Graeme Smith,
the South Africa coach and captain,
have had their contracts renewed
by the South Africa board today for
afurther twoyears.

Since returning from the World
Cup in the Caribbean, following
their disappointing semi-final
against Australia, the criticism
aimed at the coach has been unre-
lenting, but the board have put
their faith in him.

"The board wants to keep build-
ing morale so that we can get the
Proteas where we want them to be -
- the best in the world," Gerald
Majola, Cricket South Africa's chief
executive, said. "We believe that
Graeme and Mickey can do the job
at hand. Mickey presented his
World Cup report to the board
today, and we all agreed that the
reasons behind the inconsistent

performances of the Proteas
needed tobe addressed."

But Majola has stirred up the
debate surrounding South Africa's
apparent mental weaknesses, an
argument which many feel is the
underlying problem of the team's
inability to beat Australia consis-
tently. Especially in World Cups. To
that end, the new role of team
manager has been created.

"Among these reasons are a lack
of maturity among some senior
players," Majola said, "and alack of
the consistent mental toughness
that is needed to take the Proteas
successfully through an arduous
World Cup. The board decided that
among the measures to be taken
will be the appointment of a team
manager, in addition to the logis-
ticsmanager.

"We are going to draw up a
profile and job description and
then make the appointment as
soon as possible," he said. "The
team manager must provide lead-
ership qualities that will enhance

the team and assist the captain and
coach on matters such as mental
toughness, discipline and public
affairs."

A Cricket South Africa spokes-
man told Cricinfo that Smith's role
as captain "was more than just a
job" and that his responsibilities
off the field created an added
burden. The role of team manager
is aimed at alleviating some of
those pressures

Majola said South Africa would
now starting building for the
future. "We will begin work imme-
diately on planning for the next two
seasons which includes the
Twenty20 World Championship in
South Africa in September and the
series next year against England
and Australia.

"We will also be continuing our
efforts to build maturity in our
emerging players, so that they fully
understand both the rigours and
the ethos of the international
game."

Sarwan to start afresh

Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Ramnaresh Sarwan believes the tour
of England is the perfect opportunity
for West Indies to launch a new era.
Speaking for the first time since
arriving in the UK, he said it was
important for the team to stick
together and shake off the tag of
indiscipline which dogged them
duringthe World Cup.

"Both teams are under a bit of
pressure, after not playing that well
in the World Cup," he said. "We'll
have to be very careful what we do
against England -- but I think they'll
be a bit low on confidence as well.
They didn't do that well in the Tests
in Australia, so this is an opportunity
forbothteamstorevive themselves."

The West Indies board has gone
to great lengths to ensure the players
maintain their focus on tour. The
players were given a handbook of
rules and regulations before they left
Barbados, including an 11.30pm
curfew, which Sarwan is confident
willbe adhered to.

"When we were playing at home

there was speculation about guys
being indisciplined," he said. "Those
rumours were unfortunate; when
you are not playing well people tend
to point fingers. I think the board
realised there were perhaps one or
two things that could be changed to
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help to take West Indies cricket
forward.

"Discipline plays a major part in
sport, and sometimes you have to
clamp down on that. We never had a

curfew before, and that is in place
now.Idon'tthinkanyofuswillhavea
problemwith that."

Despite the retirement of Brian
Lara, Sarwan remains confident
about his team's chances. "Of course
we think we can win this series --
that'swhywe'rehere," he said. Iwant
to see us be positive and put in that
effort which has probably been
lacking in the past. If we can do that
I'llbeveryhappy."

He will lean heavily on the likes of
Chris Gayle and Shivnarine
Chanderpaul who have past experi-
ence in England. The squad also
includes youngsters Ravi Rampaul,
Darren Sammy and Runako Morton
and Sarwan remains realistic about
what is possible in a short space of
time.

"West Indies cricket is in a bit of
turmoil, and it is very important for
this group of young guys to pull
together as a team and move West
Indies cricket forward," he said. "It's
not going to happen overnight -- it's
goingtobealongprocess."

West Indies don't have much
time to prepare with just one match,
against Somerset starting on
Saturday, before the first Test on
Thursday.

Anderson under

Cricket

BBC ONLINE, undated

Lancashire's James Anderson is
hoping to play his first Test on home
soil since August 2004, but knows he
is not guaranteed a starting place at
Lord's.

The fast bowler, 24, admitted: "I
don't think I've bowled as well as I
could have in the Tests I've played. I
hopeI get the chance to prove what I
cando.”

England have injury problems
among their batsmen for the first
TestatLord'sstartingon May 17.

ButSteve Harmison and Matthew
Hoggard are both fit and playing
well.

Assuming they are both picked,
there may notbe spacein the starting
line-up for a third specialist seamer,
with AndrewFlintoffalsoin theside.

Anderson endured a long, tough
winter, with five wickets in three
Ashes Tests and eight wickets in nine
matches at the World Cup, where he
bowled more overs than any other
Englandbowler.

On Wednesday, he was denied an
opportunity today to begin only his
second Championship match since
2005, by the rain which washed out

the first day between Lancashire and
Hampshireatthe Rose Bowl.

It was at this same venue that the
fast bowler managed his only four-
day outing of last season, after a
stress fracture of the back ruined his
summer.

Feted in 2003 when he swung the

JAMES ANDERSON

ball consistently at pace, Anderson
hashad to contend with a succession
ofinjuries since his early glory days.

He approaches what he hopes
will be his 17th Test without a central
contract - and withamodestbowling
average 0f38.39.

pressure

Anderson said: "My aim at the
minute is to try to get a permanent
slotin the team - butit's going to take
alotofhard workto do that," he said.

"Obviously I think I should be in
the team. Hoggy and Steve have
done really well - and that's who I
thinkI'm competingagainst.

"But I can't see me getting into the
teamaheadofthosetwoattheminute."

That leaves his county teammate
Sajid Mahmood, Durham's Liam
Plunkett and Leicestershire youngster
Stuart Broad among those with whom
hemustvieforhisTestplace.

Anderson's lot was hardly helped
when he broke the little finger on his
bowling hand just before the World
Cup.

He played through the injury and
claimsheis nowfullyfit.

"It's been a pretty long, tough
winter - but from a personal point of
view [ was fairly pleased with the way
Ibowled," hesaid.

"It's gradually got better and
betterasthewinterhasgone on.

"I felt like I had a decent rhythm,
maybe I could have got a few more
wickets thanIdid."

Anderson may cut down on the
amount of bowling he does in the
nets for England to limit the prospect
ofany furtherinjuries.

CA to honour
indigenous
team

AFP, Sydney

Australian cricket said Thursday it
would formally recognise the 139th
anniversary of its first-ever touring
side, the indigenous team that
travelled to England in 1868.

Cricket Australia (CA), state and
territory associations will fly the
Aboriginal flag at their offices or
grounds to honour the squad that
arrived in England on May 13, 1868.

As the official anniversary falls
on Sunday, the flags will be flown
on Friday.

As part of the commemoration,
CA's National Indigenous
Development Squad will gather in
Darwin next week for a week-long
training camp that will include
matches against the national sides
from Fiji and Papua New Guinea.

"The 1868 Aboriginal tour of
England was a critical event in
Australia's sporting and cricket
history," CA chief executive James
Sutherland said in a statement.

"Inrecent years, the remarkable
and courageous achievements of
the 1868 team have become more
widely acknowledged and cele-
brated, and we would like that
history and recognition to be
ongoing."

The team played 47 matches in
England between May and October
1868, winning 14 games, losing 14
and drawing 19.

Woolmer murder

FROM PAGE 21

fluid and tissue samples taken from
Woolmer's body.

The pathologist also examined a
post-mortem report which was
handed over to investigators by
local pathologist Dr Ere Seshiah.

When the Jamaican investiga-
tors are briefed they will then jour-
ney to Cape Town in South Africa to
interview other persons of interest
inthatcountry.

The 58-year-old Woolmer was
murdered in his hotel room here on
March 18 after Pakistan's shock
defeat at the hands of Ireland a day
before, leading to their first round
exit from the World Cup.

SL drop Atapattu

FROM PAGE 21

Malinga, unusual action and trou-
blesbatsmen often."

Prasanna Jayawardene, who
keeps wicket in Tests for Sri Lanka,
has been named wicketkeeper in
the absence of Sangakkara.

Leg-spinner Kaushal
Lokuarachchi and middle order
batsman Chamara Kapugedara
complete the squad.

SQUAD

Mahela Jayawardene (captain)
Sanath Jayasuriya, Upul Tharanga,
Chamara Silva, T.M. Dilshan,
Farveez Maharoof, Dilhara
Fernando, Malinga Bandara,
Lasith Malinga, Malintha
Warnapura, Prasanna
Jayawardene, Ruchira Perera,
Ishara Amarasinghe, Kaushal
Lokuarachchi, Chamara
Kapugedara.

Klose clean on

FROM PAGE 24

even if it is not very nice to be
stabbed in the back by people who
sang your praises the day before,"
hesaid.

Klose, 28, puts his recent poor
performances down to "physical
problems".

"Thave not been 100 per cent for
alongtime, some blood test results
showed up some problems, I
always have give everything for this
club," he said.

Govt may intervene

Aussies could be stopped from touring Zim

Cricket

AFP, Sydney

The Australian government is
investigating how it can stop the
national cricket team from touring
Zimbabwe in September, Foreign
Minister Alexander Downer said
here Thursday.

Downer met with officials from
Cricket Australia (CA) and the
Australian Cricketers' Association
and said later that the government
was exploring existing legal ave-
nues to have the tour abandoned.

"We don't want the tour to go
ahead, and so we explained to
them that we are going to explore
legal options whereby we may be
able to stop it. I'm not sure it's
going to work, but we are exploring
those options," Downer told
reporters.

He said expert advice so far was
inconclusive, but he ruled out new
legislation to stop the tour as a
protest against the regime of
Robert Mugabe.

"But if there is some existing
legal basis to stop it, that's an
optionforus," hesaid.

Downer said Cricket Australia
faced financial sanctions and the
possibility other nations may
boycott tours of Australia if it broke
its contract to tour Zimbabwe,
while the players were not keen to
boycott the tour.

"They (Cricket Australia) under-
stand very well where the
Australian government is coming
from and the Australian public is
coming from," Downer said.

"(The players' association's)
view is that they don't want to be
put in the invidious position of
having to make a decision them-
selves. They would rather that the
government made the decision.

"Personally, I don't want the
tour to go ahead, but I don't want
Cricket Australia or I don't want,
particularly, the cricketers to be
put in an embarrassing position if
that'satallavoidable."

CA chief executive James
Sutherland said his organisation
clearly understood the federal
government's concerns and pref-
erence on the Zimbabwe issue after
the discussions with the foreign
minister.

"In conjunction with the ACA
(players' association), we will
continue to work through these
issues in the coming weeks and
fully brief the players and Cricket
Australia Board of Directors so they
are as informed as possible before a
decision is finalised," Sutherland
saidinastatement.

"Cricket Australia is also con-
scious of world cricket's require-
ments that each country visit all
other nations regularly as part of
the ICC's Future Tours
Programme.

"Cricket Australia is strongly
committed to the global develop-

ment of cricket."

Sutherland said a joint Cricket
Australia-Australia Cricketers'
Association security delegation
would travel to Zimbabwe to assess
the safety issues closer to the date
of September's tour.

ACA chief executive Paul Marsh
said the players' union will con-
tinue to work with Cricket
Australia, the Australian govern-
ment and international cricket
authorities to reach an acceptable
outcome.

Former Zimbabwean cricketer
Henry Olonga said an Australian
tour would be a propaganda coup
for Mugabe.

Olonga, who gained interna-
tional recognition in 2003 when he
wore a black armband during the
World Cup, said Australia's cricket-
ers have a chance to make a strong
statementagainst theregime.

"The picture they've tried to
paint to the rest of the world is that
if the reigning world champions
are willing to tour Zimbabwe, then
there can't be too much amiss,"
Olonga told the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation (ABC).

"I think that's probably one of
the real dangers of the tour going
ahead.

"Once in a while -- once or twice
in your career, perhaps -- you have
the opportunity to make a real
difference in a way that is above
just another bundle of Test wickets
oranother couple of hundreds."

Sammy wants
WI Test place

Cricket

BBC ONLINE, undated

West Indies all-rounder Darren
Sammy has his sights set on mak-
ing his Test debut in the series
against England.

Sammy, aformer member of the
Lord's groundstaff, has so far only
played two limited overs interna-
tionals.

"Test cricket is where you get a
true test of character and you have
to be physically, mentally and
skilfully prepared to be successful.

"I have never played Test cricket
and it'll be a challenge, but it's a
hurdle I'm prepared to jump over,"
hesaid.

Sammy is not fully fit after
having to pull out of a one-day
series in India earlier this year
because of injury, a setback which
also cost him a place in the World
Cup squad.

But he performed well in
domestic cricket in the Caribbean
and the selectors were sufficiently
impressed to include him among
seven seam bowlers in the Test
squad for the four-match series in
England, which starts at Lord's
nextweek.

"I was not surprised by my
selection because I have been
putting in some hard work over the
past few years and have been
getting good results," said Sammy,
who is the first St Lucian to play for
WestIndies.

He has had a head start on his
teammates, having been in
England for the past fortnight
playing club cricket.

"Since 2003, I have been playing
in England annually, so I think I am
very familiar with the conditions
here.

"So far the pitches have played
well and unlike previous years, the
batsmen have been getting a lot of
runsin county cricket," he said.

West Indies will be without
batting star Brian Lara for the first
time in many years following his
decision to retire from interna-
tional cricket after the World Cup.

But Sammy believes they still
have enough quality in the squad
to dowell.

"With a new captain in
Ramnaresh Sarwan and some new
faces it is a great opportunity for
every one of us to combine our
efforts and talents in making this a
successful tour for the West Indies
and the people of the Caribbean,"
headded.

Petrova into
Berlin qtrs

AFP, Berlin

Defending champion Nadia
Petrova made light work of reach-
ing the quarterfinals of Berlin's
WTA tournament as the weather
put a dampener on Thursday's
battlestoreach thelasteight.

Persistent rain played havoc
with the fourth day's play, allowing
barely 90 minutes play throughout
the day, with the last 16 players
fighting it out to reach the quarter-
finals.

Petrova put out fellow Russian
and tenth-seed Elena Dementieva
with a 6-3, 6-3 win, the seventh
seed rarely tested by her compa-
triot.

Earlier in the day, Serbian Ana
Ivanovic became the first to reach
the last eight after her opponent
Ukrainian Alona Bondarenko
retired in the second set with an
ankle injury when she was 5-0
down havinglost the first set 6-3.

Germany's final survivor
Martina Mueller, who knocked out
the 13th seed Shahar Peer to reach
thelast 16, was comfortably beaten
6-3, 6-2 by third-seeded Russian
Svetlana Kuznetsova.

World number-one Justine
Henin was scheduled to face
Italian Maria Elena Camerin on
Thursday, while second-seed
Amelie Mauresmo was also set to
take on Ukrainian Julia Vakulenko
in the other key matches.

Cork wants Flintoff
as captain

Cricket

THE GUARDIAN, undated

Andrew Flintoff is the man to
replace the injured Michael
Vaughan as England captain
against West Indies at Lord's next
week, according to Dominic Cork.

Since Flintoff and his pedalo
became separated in the
Caribbean during the World Cup
campaign it has been widely
assumed that he will never captain
his country again, and as a result
Andrew Strauss is the strong
favourite to get the job next week.
But according to Cork, the former
England all-rounder, Flintoff
should regain the job he held
duringlastwinter's Ashes series.

As Flintoff's first County
Championship appearance of the
season for Lancashire against
Hampshire was washed out by rain
here yesterday, Cork said: "I would
make Fred captain. A lot's been
said about Fred. Let's remember
that he has been one of the best all-
rounders in the world and still is. I
believe he is very focused on get-
ting back to where he knows he
should be. He's been working very

BANGLADESH-INDIA FIRST ODI SCOREBOARD
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Abdur Razzak
Mohammad Rafique
ShakibAlHasan
AftabAhmed

Man-of-the-match: Mahendra Dhoni.
Toss: Bangladesh.

Result: India won by 5 wickets and take 1-0 lead in the 3-ODl series.

Umpires: Ashoka de Silva (Sri Lanka) and Nadir Shah (Bangladesh).

hardin thenets.

"As an ex-England cricketer I
would make him captain. And the
reason [ would do that is I would
say, 'Here's your responsibility'
and 'Right, you've made a mistake,

we're making you captain again'.
Cork played 37 Tests for
England between 1995 and 2002
and has played alongside Flintoff
since joining Lancashire from
Derbyshire in 2004, although only
occasionally because of Flintoff's
international commitments.

"Let's not forget Andrew was
captain in the last series England
won, the one-dayers in Australia,"
Cork added. "It would show the
world that we are backing this guy.
We very easily criticise somebody
who has not had the greatest of
times but what you have to do as a
nation is back the people who are
going to win us games. People
make mistakes and we have to get
on with it. You probably think it
would be a gamble. For me, it's
not."

Cork said Flintoff's most valu-
able asset was his ability to inspire
team-mates. "He even inspires me
and Stuey Law, and that's what you
need - inspiration in tight situa-
tions. He analyses things very

9 13 0 3w
10 0 47 0 w

9 0 43 2

2 0 13 0

quickly, helps out [the captain]
Mark Chilton and [coach] Mike
Watkinson. He's tactically very
astute.

"If they want to make Strauss
and Collingwood captain, OK, I've
got no problem with that but, for
me, if youwant to win Test matches
you want your best captain and
Andrew Flintoff is that. [England
coach] Peter Moores said he was
drawing a line under everything.
It's a fresh start. If you've got that
sort of passion and pride, don't
hold it back. Let characters be
characters, let them enjoy them-
selves and express themselves on
the pitch."

Women's star
Newton quits

BBC ONLINE, undated

England women's cricket vice-
captain, Laura Newton, will retire
from the game immediately, it has
been announced.

The 29-year-old said: "It has
been an extremely difficult deci-
sion.

"But the demands of being an
England cricketer require a sacri-
fice I am no longer able to under-
take from this point onwards."

The Lancashire opening bats-
man represented her country in 13
Tests and 73 one-day internation-
als. A new vice-captain will be
announced later.

Newton added: "It seems like a
highly appropriate time to leave
because a new coach is coming in
and it gives someone else the
opportunity to play cricket for
England."
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