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Like everyday I was looking at The
Daily Star website from my home
when one of the headlines caught
my attention . A seminar was held
in Dhaka where some academics
got together and expressed their
views whether politics should still
be allowed in the public universi-
ties.

Personally, I am always against
political involvement of the teach-
ers and students in the public
universities. Previously, when I
was studying at Dhaka University,
I always argued with fellow stu-
dents on this issue and on many
occasions students did favour
student politics in the universities,
though they themselves were not
involved because it would harm
their study and exam results. They
always asked me tolook back at the
historical journey of student poli-
tics in Bangladesh starting from
the Language Movement.

So, I was not surprised to see a
couple of speakers in that seminar

still expressing their 'different
views'.

My first question is, did the role
of DU students in 1952 have
anything to do with national poli-
tics? I would say, the term student
politics was coined only after the
liberation war when a couple of
political parties formed their
students' wings.

My second question is, have the
universities or the general stu-
dents or the academically dedi-
cated teachers gained anything
from teacher or student politics?
Yes, some teachers have gained
promotions and also positions like
the VC, Pro-VC, positions in the
Senate and Syndicate, teachers'
association, hall provosts etc only
to help themselves, not to help the
students or the universities. And
the students, I mean, the few stu-
dent leaders, have always gained
some good pocket money from the
parties to live on and spend on
drugs, alcohol etc and of course

training on how to use arms and
muscle. Yes, a very few of them
ended up being parliament mem-
bers!

My third question is, what have
these students lost doing politics
in the universities? The list won't
end here. One of my uncles, who
stood 1st in his first and second
year honours final at the
Jahangirnagar University years
back, got third class in his univer-
sity final year exam and had to
retake the exam only to get a sec-
ond class as he became a popular
student leader of one of the two
major political parties!!

Now it is appropriate time for
the lawmakers to look at this issue
and take necessary steps so that
the universities don't get bogged

down by student politics.

Tariq Sadat Hai

Postgraduate Student, RMIT
University

Melbourne, Australia

Dr. Yunus'
decision

We feel ashamed to see the
political leaders being
unable to accept one new-
comer in politics. And we,
the people, can't accept a
manwho wants to enter the
arena of politics with a
mission.

Nobel Laureate Dr. Yunus
is no longer coming forward
with his vision to lead the
country towards its goal.
And it is the politicians from
other parties who have
always been critical of his
comingto politics.

Butwhy?

Emran Chowdhury
Mohammadpur. Dhaka

Khaleda welcomes

Hasina

The BNP chairperson, Khaleda Zia, on
Monday welcomed her arch rival
Awami League president Sheikh
Hasina on the latter's return home.
This thing is new for the countrymen.
This may pave the way to friendly
rivalryrather than abitter one.

It is hoped that Sheikh Hasina will
also demonstrate similar attitude
which is ultimately beneficial for
politics and politicians.

SaifTinku
One-mail

Thesubcontinent

India's claim for credit for the cre-
ation of Bangladesh can neither be
questioned, nor doubted. Although
the division of Pakistan into two parts
was unbearable for Pakistani leader-
ship initially, Islamabad did come to
live with the reality of Bangladesh
existing as a sovereign nation. The
fact that as a smaller country it could
concentrate on its economic and
other issues better was realised in
due course in Pakistan and
Islamabad began to worry less about
loss of East Pakistan and focused on
its developmental activities. India
over the years has made Bangladesh
an opponent as much as Pakistan is
treated as an enemy.

Bangladesh became a sovereign
state during the Congress regime in
India. As India claims credit for the
birth of Bangladesh now, it opens up
afewissues regardingits responsibil-
ities and its attitude to the concept of
independence. As the chief architect
of the creation of Bangladesh, India
also has to shoulder the chiefrespon-
sibility to assist it to become a strong
nation as well by enhancing its
economic and security environment.
The world perhaps expected that
India would even share its scientific
facilities with Bangladesh.

Instead of helping Bangladesh,
unfortunately, New Delhi behaves

quite indifferently.
Dr.Abdul Ruff Colachal
JNU, New Delhi

Thank you, Dr.Yunus

Nobel winner and Grameen Bank
founder Dr. Yunus has declared that
he would discontinue his plan of
forming a political party. It is a very
good decision for him as well as his
identity, because it is possible for him
to help the country develop without
becominga politician.

He can help the country in several
ways. Thank you, Dr. Yunus for your
decision.

S.M.ImranulIslam Rajon
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Crossfire and some

questions
In the last few years we have got lots of
criminals killed in 'crossfire' by Rab,
police etc. Who are they? Say
Mominullah David, Pichchi Hannan
and so on! What have they done? How
much money (black) they had? They
had patrons Their patrons are now in
jail.

Many “patron” godfathers are now
rusting in different jails. These people

areno doubt the worst criminals.
M Sharful Alam
Retd govt. officer

Sangshad Bhaban area
This is to bring to your notice that on
May Day we went to Sangsad Bhaban
area with our small kid. But we could
notenter the open field due to security
reasons. Lots of people were present
there as there are very few empty
spaces in Dhaka city.

We do not find any reason behind
blocking people from entering the
free space, especially when there is no
programme in Sangsad Bhaban.

Shaheen Igbal
Banker

Stop smoking

Smoking is really injurious to health!
Smokers are at grave risk! Smoking
causes a range of diseases, even the
ones never before suspected includ-
ing stomach cancer. In fact, smoking
affects virtually every organ of the
body. It has been known since
decades that smoking is bad for
health, but the current report shows
that it's even worse. Smoking kills
people in different ways in different
countries. Smoking doesn't just affect
the smoker. It has ill-effects on the
health of the people around him or
her. Quitting this bad habitwill reduce
therisk of disease and improve health.
So, it is very important to give up this
badhabit.

The World Health Organisation
(WHO) launched the campaign for
“World No Tobacco Day” (May 31)
with the slogan: Tobacco and Poverty.
The slogan explains the link that exists
between tobacco and poverty, and
how the use of tobacco, especially by
poor people who consume this prod-
uct the most, can have harmful conse-
quences. WHO notes that the tobacco
epidemic is still expanding, especially
in developing countries. Tobacco is
the fourth most common risk factor
for disease worldwide.

The law in Bangladesh forbids
public smoking which has not been
followed properly by the unscrupu-
lous smokers since the enactments of
the law. They smoke even in the bus
which causes great trouble for the
non-smokers. Sometimes serious
patients travel in the bus and they feel
sickdueto the smell of cigarettes.

Anyone caught smoking in public
places is liable to be fined Tk. 50 as
per the law, which, I think, is not
enough. It is needed that the govern-
ment gets much tougher on the smok-

ersaswell as the tobacco industry.
Mohammad Shafiqul Islam
Lecturer, Department of English
Metropolitan University, Sylhet

Medical practitioners'
fees

I have read with interest the recent
remarks of the Hon. Adviser for

Ban on indoor politics

As before, I come to you on another very
important and sensitive subject. The
existing ban on indoor politics should be
lifted without further delay because:

In our wildest dream we do not want to
see obliteration or weakening of our
traditional political forces, who are in
favour of democracy and freedom. God
forbid, because of this strict ban, if these
forces are obliterated, then extreme
forces of the right and left will fill the
vacuum!! Saddam Hussain destroyed the
traditional political forces with his Baath
party, and when he and his party were
destroyed by foreign intervention, today
opposing extremist forces are dominating
the country and the bloodbath continues.
Now attempts to bring back peace
through democracyis failing in that coun-
try. The ramshackle government there is
offering to talk to those extremist factions.
World History is testimony to many such
courses in the life of nations. Germany
and Italy in WW2 vyears, Iraq,

The reason is simple everywhere, "sup-
pression of constitutional democratic
process"

We neverwant to see such a scenario in
our country when authorities "will be
talking" toJMB and PBCP!!

You have been rendering service to the
nation with your editorials and commen-
taries, please concentrate on this issue.
Struggle against corruption and social
disorder is a continuous process that has
to continue atall costs atall times!!

The responsibility is on the press to
make the powers those be see light and to
make them understand the shortand long
term probable consequences.

I am a Physician of Bangladeshi origin,
I had the opportunity to participate in
various struggles and the war of liberation
in my time as a medical student in Dhaka
inthose turbulent days.

Though, T have spent much of my
working life abroad, yet welfare of my
motherland is a matter of great impor-

Afghanistan, Somalia, Sudan, Palestine, tancetome.
and many other countries are the exam-  Dr.M.Hussain
One-mail

ples ofsuch fate in the present day world.

Health. He has on more than one
occasion mentioned his intention to
fix the doctor's consultation fees as
well as the operation & diagnostic
charges.

Why should the doctors' commu-
nity be the subject of discussion all the
time? The doctors' community
remains so busy with their profession
that many don't even know the finan-
cial support provided by them. The
poor patients /relatives and dear &
near ones are almost always provided
free treatment. Can you mention one
profession where services are pro-
vided free? Despite having the high-
est academic qualifications, there are
many doctors who go hand to mouth.
Our tendency is to consult the senior
most physicians even for trivial mat-
ters. In every profession, there ought
to be differences in the amount
charged. Ordinary people do not have
access to top lawyers or archi-
tects/engineers/professors.

Why should not the fees of archi-
tects/chartered accountants/college
teachers/lawyers be fixed? Is it that
the education expenses of only medi-
cal graduates are borne by the tax
payers? Justice warrants equal treat-
mentforall.

It would be highly appreciated if
the Health Adviser takes the initiative
against physicians involved in unbri-
dled corruption and nepotism during
the last few years. It would be appreci-
ated if committees are formed to
review 'abnormal’ promotions' in the

health sector.
Shamim Ahmed
One-mail

Losingheartagain!

Most of the peace-loving people in
Bangladesh welcomed the takeover of
power by the caretaker government
backed by the armed forces. They also
welcomed the decisions of the gov-
ernment to uphold the values of the
liberation war, to start the process of
punishing the corrupt politicians and
others, to separate the judiciary, and,
above all, to establish the rule of law.
This has been repeatedly highlighted
in all the press briefings, interviews

and the speech of all advisers, most
importantly by the law adviser and
communications adviser.

We all were happy to see that the
government was very bold to arrest
“once-powerful people” who have
looted national resources. We
strongly believed that our country
would finally be saved. We will have a
country which is free from corruption,
where law will be equally applicable to
all.....

I have, however, been thoroughly
shocked to know that the government
was arranging for the ex-PM and her
family to leave Bangladesh. When the
government has repeatedly said that it
would make the country free of cor-
ruption, why do we have to free it by
sending the corrupt people abroad?
Are we not really rewarding, rather
than punishing them? These people
will surely enjoy their life abroad with
our money that they have looted. Is it
not contrary to our commitment to
rule of law? I am sure many other
peoplewill also feel it the same way.

If this continues, there is the
likelihood that the government will
lose its currentlevel of popularity and

for that one good mistake is enough.
AbdulMoyeen, Ph.D
One-mail

Traffic congestion
in Gulshan

Those who reside or work around the
northern side of Banani or Gulshan
experience acute traffic congestion at
different times of the day at Kamal
Ataturk Avenue and Road # 11 & 12 of
Banani.

This can be eased out if the relevant
authorities construct a road over the
lake joining Banani & Gulshan from
Road #11 of Banani.

The road with pipe culverts which
will not cost much can be constructed
to join with Road # 41 and Road # 34 of
Gulshan.

Joining Road # 34 diagonally will
be slightly longer but will surely help
the movement of the traffic.

I'am sure with few pipe culverts the
water flow of the lake will not be

obstructed.

This link road will divert major
portion of the Gulshan traffic from
Bananiside.

It is my sincere request to the
relevant authorities that they con-
sider this suggestion seriously to help
mitigate the sufferings of many
motorists and it will also save valuable
foreign exchange by reducing burn-

ingoffuel.
NurulIslam
Gulshan, Dhaka

Better choice?
Afewdays ago my friends and I were
wandering in the town. While walk-
ing, a shop attracted me which was
decorated with some colourful ciga-
rette ads. Some words drew my
attention. At the bottom it was writ-
ten, 'Dhumpan mrittu ghotay (smok-
ing causes death)' but at the top the
words 'better choice for a brighter
future' could be seeninbold letters.
The thing which causes death
cannotbeabetter choice!
The authorities concerned should
lookinto the matter.
Nayanabhiram Das

Borokatra, Chankharpul
Dhaka

Overseasvoice

communication

The use of VoIP for overseas voice call
has been a much talked about subject
in Bangladesh. Voice calls through
VoIP/Internet Telephony resulting in
a growing grey market is a major
concern for both the government and
the licensed operators/service pro-
viders.

In the recent past, several illegal
VolIP operations have been detected
by the govt. and actions are being
taken against those illegal operations.
Such
operation and as aresult access to and
from Bangladesh to foreign countries
has been reduced considerably,
though the state-owned Bangladesh T
& T Board (which is the only licensed
operator for overseas voice communi-
cation) is trying to augment their
capabilities to cope with the demand.

action has restricted their

Summer cricket

As cricket fans we warmly wel-
come the Indian cricket team. We
wish them a pleasant tour, and an
enjoyable stayin Bangladesh.
Summer cricket is far more

taxing and a genuine endur-
ance test for the cricketers,
particularly if the players have
to field a long innings. This is
what worries me about the
Bangladesh team, their physical

and mental fitness to withstand
a long leather chase in this hot
weather. Apart from technique
and skill, a lot will depend on
stamina; more so as the Indian
team will definitely seek revenge
for their World Cup defeat. After
all, they have a point to prove!
Regarding Bashar; the cap-
tain, I have serious doubts,
given his amateurish perfor-

mance in the World Cup. His
selection seems more subjective
rather than based on perfor-
mance and ability. I am sure this
is his last chance. Should he fail
this time round, he should
retire, for he has thenno placein
the team. Frankly speaking, the
captainis on trial-- as abatsman
and fielder as well as captain.
Lest he forget a lot depends on

This cat and mouse policy cannot be a
permanent solution for stopping such
unauthorised VoIP operation includ-
ing illegal call termination, and, as
such, the government has already
constituted a committee to suggest an
interim solution followed by a long
term solution of setting up several
VoIP platforms by the BT Board to
which the licensed VoIP operators
(who have already been short-listed
by BTRC) will be connected. Here are
some suggestions which can be
considered interim measures to be
adopted in a considerably small span
oftime.
1. De-regulate PC to PC Internet
Telephonyimmediately.
(a) It's not possible to monitor and
control.
(b) It cannot have impact in ILD
(International Long Distance) Traffic
because of very few Internet users.
2.Permit PC to phone telephony for
outward international calls to the
existing ISPs.
- it provides a cheap option for ILD
callsyetwithoutimpacting BTTB.
- it is difficult to separate it from data
calls.
- Most of the grey ILD calls land on
mobiles and fixed phones through
interconnecting lines between ISP
node and fixed/mobile operators'
switch. As such, barring outward
dialing from ISP node to telecom
operators' switch will restrict such
calls.
3. BTTB should expand its managed
VoIP options for all destinations.
4. Increase interconnection between
BTTB and mobile service operators
(More than 2 crore subscribers) to
enable termination of incoming calls
fromabroad.
5. Introduce competition through
private sector participation in ILD
marketbyissuing license for:
a) Setting up circuit switched ILD
gatewaysaswell as
b) Setting up ILD gateway with VoIP as
atechnologyoption.

BTRC is yet to publish regulations
for QOS for Internet as well as VoIP
based ILD service and should imme-

him. One wonders if the task is
within his capabilities today!

Nevertheless, best of luck to
our home team. We hope and
pray they will put up a good fight.
A Testwin? Who knows, after all
cricket is a game of luck and
chance!

S.A.Mansoor
Gulshan, Dhaka

diately consider issuing broad QOS
regulation stipulating some mini-
mum benchmarks to be achieved for
the sake of safeguarding the interest of
the consumers.

N.H.Choudhury

Ex Member, BTRC

Dhanmandi, Dhaka

Namingroads

It's praiseworthy that Dhaka City
Corporation is naming roads after
freedom fighters and sector com-
manders. But why re-name the exist-
ing roads which are in use or known
for ages resulting practically in no
use of new names ? Take, forexample,
Gulshan Avenue (which is in use for
30/35 years) from No.2 market to
south which has been re-named after
a freedom fighter, but I am yet to hear
or see from anybody the new name.
North of Gulshan-2 traffic point up to
Pakistan High Commission presum-
ably is still Gulshan Avenue which was
systematically(holding) numbered;
starting from the south end with odd
number like 1 Gulshan Avenue on the
west side and even number 2 Gulshan
Avenue on the east side ending serially
on the north side near Pakistan HC.
So, if a part of Gulshan Avenue is
renamed the serial holding numbers
become inconsistent. To add more
confusion, many newly constructed
buildings do not show these holding
numbers. Similarly, recently some
numbered roads of Dhanmondi area
have been named which will cause
confusion.

May I suggest that instead of re-
naming the existing roads why not
name the roads that do not have
proper names e.g. so called Guslhan-
Tejgaon link Road, Gulshan-1 to
Badda link road (most roads are link
roads, anyway), Gulshan-2 to
Baridhara main road and many other

roadsin the city.
Kamal Ahmed
Gulshan, Dhaka

Rehab sales

I have seen anumber of articles where
people complain that real estate
developers are not providing housing
for the poor. There are a number of
developers providing housing for low-
income groups, you can buy a decent
apartment for about 20-30 lakhs in
Dhaka, visit the next Rehab fair and
you will see for yourself. If this is the
case, the complainers are talking
about the very poor, the homeless
and unemployed. In which demo-
cratic country do private real estate
developers make housing for free?
None. It is not the job of a private
business to provide housing for the
very poor, it is the job of the govern-
ment, that is why they collect taxes
for social welfare. Businesses are in
operation for profit, not for charity,
that is the very underlying principle
of capitalist economics, and that is
why they are called businesses and
not charities.

Thereare otherallegations like real
estate companies only selling luxury
apartments to corrupt officials and
thatis why their sales are down. I have
spoken to a friend in this sector and
his reply was very interesting. A cer-
tain proportion of their customers are
corrupt officials, but the vast majority
of their customers are not. Real estate
developers don't want to sell to gov-
ernment officials because they (gov-
ernment officials) don't want to pay,
they are used to getting things for free,
or they want to buy at cost price so the
developer makes no money. They also
often are too arrogant to pay ground
rent and make very bad tenants,
creating too many problems for real
estate companies. If you ask a devel-
oper, they are reluctant to sell to
government people; ultimately they

are blackmailed into it as the politi-
cians threaten to make their lives
difficult. They will avoid selling to
government people at all costs, but
sometimes they are cornered and
have no choice. Most of the Rehab
customers are shop owners, garments
people, Bangladeshis living abroad,
business people. The reason why sales
have gone down is because these
sectors are holding on to their money
and fear the taxmen, they don't want
the government delving into their
affairs too much and creating prob-
lems for them, physical assets such as
apartments are very easy to find and
cannot be hidden. If this sector suf-
fers, thousands of people (bricklayers,
painters, steel workers etc.) will be
unemployed and it will affect the GDP
and the economy.

The point of the recent press con-
ference was to highlight that the
government is scaring the general
public away from making purchases
in real estate and other sectors and it
may cost them in terms of employ-
ment. Why would the politicians live
in an apartment anyway, when so
many have grabbed land and had

benefited fromillegal plotallocations?
Shabbir Choudhury
UK

Opinion

We are impressed by the opinions
expressed by Durreen Shahnaz in the
Point-Counterpoint page. We wish
our political leaders read the points
put forward by Shahnaz and do their
best in the interest of the people & the
country. Unfortunately, the majority
of our politicians do not read such
presentations published in the news-
papers.

Twish at least this write up could be
sent to the political party offices for
the attention of the party chief.

Fareed Islam
Toronto, Canada

Aletter to chief adviser
Congratulations for your tremendous
effort in the fight against corruption.
Hope you will continue your fight
until it is finished. It is your responsi-
bility and a chance that must be taken.
I know you are facing many chal-
lenges, but challenges are not unex-

pected. Challenges are always good.
DrKhandker Ahmedul Haque
Trinidad& Tobago

GrameenPhone
vehicles

Our attention was drawn to a letter in
which a reader from Gulshan wrote
about the inconvenience caused by
GrameenPhone employee transport
buses parked on the streets of the
residential area.

We understand that a very legiti-
mate concern has been expressed in
the letter. We also received similar
complaints previously. The reader will
be happy to know that the buses
concerned, used to transport our
employees to and from work, have all
been moved from the Gulshan streets
to a special parking facility in
Bashundhara, on land specifically
acquired for this purpose.

In fact, the buses in question are
being parked at Bashundhara since
February 2007 and so will not cause
any inconvenience to the residents of
the Gulshan area.

Sayed Talat Kamal
Deputy General Manager Information
GrameenPhone



	Page 1

