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Royalty for
FA Cup
final

AFP, London

Britain's Prince William will attend
the first FA Cup final to be played at
the newly-revamped Wembley
stadium later this month, a royal
spokesman said Tuesday.

William, 24, who serves as the
president of the Football
Association, attended his first FA
Cup final last year at the
Millennium Stadium in Cardiff,
Wales.

As part of his role as president,
to which he was appointed in
September 2005, he presented
victorious Liverpool captain
Steven Gerrard with the trophy
after the club beat West Ham.

The prince, second-in-line to
the throne, played football for his
house team at Eton school and also
Sunday league sides throughout
his four years at the University of St
Andrews.

He is an avid supporter of
Premier League club Aston Villa,
while his brother Prince Harry, 22,
isafan of Arsenal.

The FA Cup final will be held on
May 19 at Wembley, a 90,000-seat
national stadium, rebuilt at a cost
of 800 million pounds (1.17 billion
euros, 1.59 billion dollars).

Ball charged
over C'Ron
stamp

AFP, London

Manchester City defender Michael
Ball faces a three-match ban after
being charged with violent con-
duct over a stamp on the chest of
Cristiano Ronaldo during
Saturday's Manchester derby.

Referee Rob Styles missed the
incident but video footage of it left
United boss Alex Ferguson in no
doubt that Ball had deliberately
attempted to hurt his star winger.

Ronaldo, who was left with
stud-marks on his chest, had the
last laugh, drawing a foul from Ball
which won United a match-
winning penalty that he converted
himself.

Another player in hot water with
the Football Association is Fulham
midfielder Michael Brown, who
was also hit with a violent conduct
charge on Tuesday.

Brown appeared to head-butt
Liverpool's Xabi Alonso during
Saturday's Premiership match at
Craven Cottage, the Spanish
midfielder being left with a bloody
nose.

Referee Steve Bennett and the
other officials all missed the inci-
dent. Fulham won the match 1-0
with a 69th-minute goal from
substitute Clint Dempsey.
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PHOTO: AFP
Peruvian players Israel Zuniga (R) and Joel Herrera at a training session in Lima on Tuesday. Peru will play two friendly
matches against Ecuador and Hungary, before taking part in the 2007 Copa America tournament next June in Venezuela.

Malays slam Man Utd

I/ Football

AFP, Kuala Lampur

Malaysian Manchester United fans
voiced anger and disappointment on
Wednesday after a tour match fea-
turing the newly crowned Premier
League championswas cancelled.

Fans branded the Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) "selfish" for
pressuring Asian Cup co-hosts
Malaysia to call off the match sched-
uled for July 27 -- two days before the
tournament'sfinal.

Malaysian football bosses last
year signed an agreement not to
promote other matches during the
Asian Cup, the region's premier
football tournament.

But fans hit out at the cancella-
tion, which robs Malaysia of its first
Manchester United match since
2001.

" feel very disappointed. I was
hoping to get a close-up view of the
Red Devils who have a huge fan base
in Malaysia," N. Gananathan, a 41-
year-old fan, told AFP.

"I think AFC is being selfish for
asking FAM to cancel United's rare

trip," hesaid.

Gananathan added that the
match would not attract fans away
fromthe Asian Cup, asthe AFCfears.

"I don't think it is a valid argu-
ment to say United will steal away
fans from the Asian Cup. One game
will not hurt the tournament," he
said.

Schoolteacher R. Sanderan, 48,
slammed the AFC for pressuring
Malaysia toscrap thematch.

"I am upset with AFC president
Mohammed Bin Hammam. Asian
football is not entertaining at all
except when Japan and South Korea
play," hesaid.

"Tlove to see United play because
they score goals and this for me is
entertaining," hesaid.

He added the AFC should be
blamed for the poor support for
Asianfootball.

"If Asian football is good, defi-
nitely peoplewillwatch," hesaid.

Frederick Fernandez, senior
writer with the Star newspaper, said
he had been looking forward to the
United game.

"I had made plans to watch the
Red Devils in action especially
Cristiano Ronaldo and Wayne

Rooney with my two nephews," he
said.

The New Straits Times newspa-
per also attacked Hammam, who
called on Manchester United to call
offtheir tour altogether.

"The AFC has also got to realise
that no matter what it does, the fans
can't be forced into the stadiums
unless the quality of play is top-
notch," itsaid.

Lawrence How, president of
Malaysia's Manchester United Fan
Club, said he understood support-
ers' unhappiness.

"I am not surprised that they are
upset. You must remember many of
the fans cannot afford to visit Old
Trafford to watch United play,” he
said.

Manchester United have also
arranged matches in Macau, Japan
and South Korea during their Asian
tour which was due to end in
Malaysia.

"We are currently attempting to
clarify with our tour organisers what
the situation is in regards to
Malaysia but we are confident that
the rest of the tour will go ahead,"
United spokesman Phil Townsend
told AFP.

Clear-the-air
talks at
Bayern

INTERNET, undated

A four-hour peace summit has
cleared the air amongst Bayern
Munich chiefs after the Bavarian
giants' worst season for ten years
had threatened to tip the club
into crisis.

General manager Uli Hoeness,
Franz Beckenbauer and club
president Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge met in a Munich
restaurant on Tuesday before
emerging to declare that talk of a
crisis at the Allianz Arena is
unfounded.

"Everything has been cleared
up," Beckenbauer told Bild.
"There are no more problems at
all. The meeting showed that it
makes sense for us to meet in
such a small group more often.

"The conversations were very
good. One thing is clear: all of us
at Bayern Munich will pull
together."

Beckenbauer had been told by
Rummenigge to stop criticising
Bayern's management after he
made some hard hitting remarks
in response to the team's failure
toretain the title, sparking specu-
lation that the club was on the
verge of ameltdown.

Rummenigge told Die Welt:
"His [Beckenbauer's] criticisms
don't onlyirritate me but also the
financial directors and adminis-
trators of the club.”

Bayern have failed to qualify
for next season's Champions
League, and the only European
football they will be playing next
year will be in the UEFA Cup after
a top-three finish proved beyond
Ottmar Hitzfeld's side.

Frings snubs
Juve

INTERNET, undated

Germany midfielder Torsten
Frings has turned down a move to
Juventus and opted instead to
extend his contract at Werder
Bremen until 2011.

"I had a great offer from
Juventus but for me Werder are
an affair of the heart," Frings,
pictured above with teammate
Miroslav Klose, told Bremen's
official website.

"I've thought about it, and
struggled with the decision, long
enough," the 30-year-old added
in aninterview with kicker.de.

Frings, an influential member
of the Germany team that fin-
ished third at the World Cup last
year, had been in talks with
Juventus, with the blessing of his
current club.

His surprise decision to stay
on will be a boost to title-chasing
Werder as they prepare for the
final two league games of the
season.

Werder are in third place, two
points behind leaders Schalke 04
and one shy of VfB Stuttgart.

Tevez relishing

MU clash

INTERNET, undated

West Ham
striker Carlos
Tevez is relish-
ing playing
BARCIAYS Man-chester
— United in the
final game of

theirbid tostayin the Premiership.

The Hammers need a point to be
assured of safety, although will stay
up anyway if Wigan fail to beat
Sheffield United.

And Tevez, 23, has led the fight-
back with some style, scoring six
goals in his last nine matches and
creatingthelion'sshare of the others.

"We have to face the champions
at their stadium," he told Ole. "It is
one of those special matches, even
more so, as we playing for important
things."

After a tough start in life in East

London - where it became clear that
he was not part of then-boss Alan
Pardew's pre-season plans and
failed to score until March - Tevez
has emerged as a big-game, pressure
player, turning it on when they
looked dead and buried following
heavy defeats to Reading and, ironi-
cally, now-relegated Charlton.

"Fighting against relegation is
something new for me," admitted
Tevez, who previously played for
title-chasing sides Corinthians and
Boca Juniors. "I was not used to
fighting to avoid relegation, butI take
itlikeachallenge andIreallylikeit.

"I think fighting against relega-
tion is tougher than competing for
thetitle, because you knowthatifyou
don't win the title, you can win it
later."

West Ham travel to Old Trafford
onSunday.

CARLOS TEVEZ

Berbatov
pledges future
to Spurs

THE GUARDIAN

Dimitar Berbatov is poised to kill
off the possibility of alucrative move
to Manchester United this summer
by pledging his future to Tottenham
Hotspur foratleastanotheryear.

The Bulgarian, who has had an
impressive first season in the
Premiership with 22 goals in all
competitions, is believed to be high
on Sir Alex Ferguson's wanted list.
Tottenham, though, are adamant
Berbatov is not for sale and the 26-
year-old has made it clear he is not
angling for a move to the new cham-
pions or Chelsea, who have also been
linked with the striker.

The player's agent, Emil
Dantchev, said last month that
Berbatov would remain at White
Hart Lane for a minimum of another
season and yesterday confirmed that
was still the player's position. "Noth-
ing has changed - except for the
number of goals that he has scored,"
he said. "He is very happy with
Tottenham."

Berbatov cost £10.9m from Bayer
Leverkusen and his performances in
both the Premiership and the Uefa
Cup have been noted across the
Continent.

Tottenham's ambition was
questioned in some quarters when
Michael Carrick was sold to United
for £18.6m last year but the head
coach, Martin Jol, has said there are
"no circumstances" under which
Berbatovwould have to be sold. Jolis
adamant that the beat of the
Bulgarian, who has been named in
the Premiership's team of the year, is
yet to come. "He would be in my
team of the year, but there is a lot of
room for improvement," he said.
"He's not surprised me, but the only
thing is how they gel with other
players when they come from a
different country. After a couple of
weeks, hewas always on fire.

"I think Dimitar can score 20 in
the Premiership because there are
players doing thatand I think he is as
talented as any other player. In
Germany, he scored on average over
20 goals and that is a good league."
Berbatov has hit 12 goals in the
Premiership.

Mourinho plans
with lean squad

m Football

THE GUARDIAN

Jose Mourinho has issued the
strongest indication yet that he
will be in charge of Chelsea next
season by revealing his plans for
the first-team squad.

Mourinho says he will not
require a bigger squad for the
next campaign despite player
fatigue and injuries being widely
blamed for Chelsea's failure to
win the Champions League or
retain the Premiership title. Their
2007-08 squad also looks likely to
include Arjen Robben.

The Dutch winger's future has
been the subject of continuing
speculation but a source close to
the player last night confirmed
that he has opened talks on a new
Chelsea contract. Barcelona and
Bayern Munich have been moni-
toring Robben's situation but it is
understood the 23-year-old
wants to stay at Stamford Bridge.

Mourinho, whose team face
Manchester United tonight, has
forged a close-knit spirit within a
compact squad during his three
years at Chelsea and, although
events have sometimes under-
mined that strategy this season,
there will be no significant
change ofapproach.

"It is impossible to have a
squad of 35 players," said
Mourinho. "What we have to do is
pray a lot because the situation
we have in terms of injuries is not
possible to be repeated. We had, 1
think, seven surgeries and 14
players with traumatic injuries,
not muscular or tendon strains,
everything we had was a broken
bone, a knee ligament, a skull
fracture, everything was really
bad stuff and we cannot have a
bigger squad.

"Maybe next season I have big,
big problems to choose a team
because I have 24 players ready to
play and everybody is fit. It is
something we cannot control and

I think the numbers we had this
season were correct."

Chelsea's main problems
came over Christmas and new
year when John Terry and Petr
Cech were out and Mourinho was
frustrated in attempts to bring in
defensive cover. He believes that
one extra central defender will be
sufficient.

Mourinho is also aware of the
potential impact that the African
Cup of Nations next year might
have on his squad with Didier
Drogba, Salomon Kalou, Mikel
John Obi, Michael Essien and
Geremi all potentially involved.

"The competition is between
January 20 and February 10, so it
is around 20 days long," said
Mourinho. "By the rules the
players have to go eight to 10 days
before that, so it is around a
month. That's one month when
there are some Carling Cup and
FA Cup games, so [ don't think it
is a period with seven
Premiership matches. I think it
will be three, maximum four
league games. We have to look at
itlike a moment when the players
are injured and we cannot use
them."

Something that Mourinho
would like to strengthen is the
quality of young players to com-
plement his senior squad. After a
successful loan spell at Plymouth
earlier in the season the 18-year-
old forward Scott Sinclair fea-
tured in Sunday's 1-1 draw
against Arsenal. Mourinho is also
set to strengthen his squad with
the signing of Reading midfielder
Steve Sidwell.

"What we can have, to give a
little protection, is a reserve team
with kids with potential and who
are ready, like for example Scott
Sinclair," he said.

"Itis notan easy game to come
on and play for 15 minutes but I
think Scott is improving and we
need three or four kids of 18 to 19
who are ready to play for us if we
need."

Sven interested
in Toon job

I/ Football

INTERNET, undated

Former England coach Sven-
Goran Eriksson would be inter-
ested in talking to Newcastle about
the vacant manager's job.

There has been no contact
between the Magpies and the
Swede's representatives in the
wake of Glenn Roeder's departure.

However, his agent Athole Still
has revealed the job at St James'
Park is just the kind he would
seriously consider.

Eriksson fared well in a phone
poll of fans carried out by
Newcastle-based radio station
Metro, although he is not under-
stood to figure high on chairman

Freddy Shepherd's shortlist, which
is topped by overwhelming favour-
ite Sam Allardyce with Lyon man-
ager Gerard Houllier today emerg-
ingasasurprise candidate.

Still told PA Sport: 'There has
been no contact whatsoever, but if
Newcastle were interested in Sven-
Goran Eriksson, I am sure Sven-
Goran Eriksson would be inter-
ested in talking to Newcastle.'

Only last month, Shepherd
dismissed speculation Eriksson
was being lined up to replace
Roeder.

However, the 51-year-old's
resignation on Sunday saw
Allardyce swiftly installed as the
main contender with most book-
makers suspending betting.

Allardyce's own departure from
Bolton with two years of his con-

tract still to run means there is an
issue of compensation and that
could yet prove a stumbling block,
while allegations made against him
- which he strongly denied - by the
Panorama bungs programme are a
further complicating factor.

Eriksson's pedigree means the
link is inevitable, although
Shepherd has repeatedly played
down an interest in the man who
quit as England manager after last
summer's World Cup finals.

He has been touted for virtually
every high-profile job which has
come up since, although is await-
ing theright opportunity.

Still said: 'Sven is very keen to
get back into club football and he
would be interested in talking to
any clubwhich had real ambition.'

Lalas awaits Becks impact

m Football

INTERNET, undated

The Major League Soccer season is
under way, but for many, things
will not get started until July and
thearrival of David Beckham.

The world's most recognisable
soccer player is going to America
on a massive contract, potentially
worth up to US dollars 250 million
over five years.

For that, the league expects a
substantial return. Beckham's brief
istoput MLS front and centrein the
US sporting consciousness.

He has already gone some way
to doing that. The buzz created by
his signing made MLS front-page
news, and has led to a massive
increase in ticket sales across the
country as fans scramble to see the
Los Angeles Galaxy's visit to their
local club.

But the real question is whether
Beckham can have a long-term
impact beyond this season, and
also beyond thelife of his contract.

Galaxy general manager Alexi
Lalas has no doubts about what he

isdoing.

'He is worth every penny, with-
outadoubt,' Lalas told PASport.

Claiming the league as a whole
needed to do something 'big and
bold' to reach the next level, Lalas
believes signing Beckham was a
‘no-brainer'.

'You can't get any bigger than
David Beckham,' he said. 'You have
to pay for it, but the international
attention that the Galaxy have got
and the league has got is unprece-
dented.

'The deal is unprecedented in
the world of sports and it reflects
the iconic stature of David
Beckham and what we feel he's
going to do for us as a soccer player
and as an ambassador for the
game.'

Beckham will not be alone. His
arrival has been facilitated by the
new designated player rule which
allows clubs to break their salary
cap for one chosen player.

Mexican star Cuauhtimoc
Blanco will ply his trade in Chicago,
while the Red Bulls, who traded
with Kansas City to acquire a sec-
ond designated player spot, are
employing former Premiership

stars Claudio Reyna and Juan Pablo
Angel this season.

But amid the influx of foreign
talent, MLS is determined not to
repeat the mistakes of the North
American Soccer League, which
famously shipped in the likes of
Pele, Franz Beckenbauer and
George Best during the 1970s, only
to fail in bankruptcy as the novelty
wore off.

Unlike the NASL, MLSis starting
from a position of strength. The
league has enjoyed rapid growth in
its first 11 years, establishing rela-
tively small but strong pockets of
supportinits hostcities.

The focus on having teams build
their own soccer-specific stadiums
continues to bear fruit, adding
revenue and credibility to those
clubs who have taken the plunge.

Last summer, before Beckham's
name had even appeared in the
gossip columns, the league signed
the biggest television rights deal in
its history, an eight-year contract
with ABC/ESPN which will see the
league turn a profit on its rights for
the first time.Expansion continues
apace. Toronto FC joined the
league this season and there is a
queue of cities - the likes of Atlanta,
Seattle, Miami, St. Louis,
Philadelphia and the Bay Area
included - competing to win one of
three more franchises set to be
created in the next three years.

The league has come a long way
in a short space of time as Lalas - a
player in the inaugural season -
knows aswell as anyone.

'Tt was the Wild West there for a
while,' he said of the first year of
MLSin 1996.

'The progress that has been
made is unprecedented in terms of
how dramatic and sudden the
improvementhasbeen.'

That growth is what gave the
league the confidence to aim for
thenextlevel.

Beckham's signing is a multi-
million dollar gamble, but not one
taken lightly. Competing on a
sporting landscape dominated by
the NFL, baseball and the NBA,
MLS had to do somethingradical to
boostits profile.

It will never overshadow those
more established leagues, but it
can take its place alongside them.

And in the wider soccer world,
Lalas believes the US can become a
major power.

'It's going to take a lot of work,'
hesaid. 'Butat some point [ want to
reach the day where a kid in
Europe, when they think about the
world's best teams, they will think
about Real Madrid and
Manchester United, but also the

Galaxy.'
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