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EU reiterates support

FROM PAGE 1

British High Commissioner Anwar
Choudhury said they support the
caretaker government as long as
they are "working towards holding
free and fair elections and leaving
behind an infrastructure and a set
of reforms to ensure a sustainable
democracy and high standard of
electionsin the future".

Meyke noted that though it is
expected that political parties
themselves should move towards
democratising their party struc-
tures, political reform involves all
democratic stakeholders as well.

French Ambassador Jacques
Andre-Costilhes, Danish
Ambassador Einar Jense,
Netherlands Ambassador Kees
Beemsterboer, Italian Ambassador
Pietro Ballero and Swedish
Ambassador Britt Faikman
Hagstrom attended the press
conference, alongside six other
honorary consul-generals and
consuls.

Regarding the human rights
situation, Choudhury said, "When
we look at the overall data, we can
see a slight improvement." He
added that it is evident in decreas-
ing crossfire deaths.

He, however, said that "it (hu-
man rights situation) is still not a
satisfactory situation" and that
they are still closely monitoring
individual incidents. He added that
the EU is referring individual
human rights cases to the caretaker
government and they have been
resolving the matter.

Asked to comment on the
reported restrictions on BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia's move-
ment and the overturned ban on
Awami League (AL) President
Sheikh Hasina's return, he said,
"Though we have to bear in mind
that there is a state of emergency it
is unfortunate to have restrictions
onmovementand expression."

"We would not like to comment
on an internal security matter of
Bangladesh," headded.

The British high commissioner
said that the government would
have to make the day-to-dayjudge-
ment on keeping a balance
between maintaining security and
safeguarding the in(%ividual rights
to freedom of expression.

Replying to a query whether
they still have confidence in the
government's judgement after its
U-turn' on sending Hasina, Meyke

said they would rather not pass
judgement on a host government's
security policies, but added that an
ability to shift positions shows they
are flexible enough to learn from
their mistakes and redress them
immediately.

Asked to comment on the press
freedom under the state of emer-
gency, he said that phone calls by
intelligence agencies to the media
outlets would amount to sabotage
against the government. "It is the
wrong kind of press policy," he
said.

Describing the chief adviser's
meeting with the media leaders
earlier this week as an 'encourag-
ing confidence building measure’,
Meyke said that a lot of it would be
undone by trying to inhibit press
freedom.

Anwar Choudhury said he does
not agree with some observers'
position that the country is being
run by the military, saying that
there is a civilian government in
place which is being assisted by the
military and supported by the
people.

Regarding the election
timeframe, he said that the EC
announcement to hold elections
sets the end of 2008 as the perime-
ter which means elections could be
held at any point between January
2008 and tze year'send.

He also said that under the
Fakhruddin-led government,
conditions have improved for
implementing development pro-
jects and a situation is in place for
more efficient and effective invest-
mentand trade.

Frowein in his opening state-
ment said that Brussels is mulling a
revised and development-friendly
Rules of Origin that govern the
import of Bangladeshi goods to the
EU, which stood at 5 billion euros
in2006.

He also touched on EU commit-
ments to strike a fair deal for the
'least-developed' countries such as
Bangladesh at the WTO Doha
Development.

Meyke in his introductory
remarks as the envoy of Germany,
which holds the current EU presi-
dency, mentioned EU-Bangla
cooperation in combating climate
change, trade, in the UN and other
multilateral organisations, and
shared obligations to protect
humanrights and democracy.

Rejoinder

FROM PAGE 16

November 28, 2006 was successful
and 64 candidates of November 12,
2006 vivaboard were offered job.

4) PSC authorities are surprised at
The Daily Star allegation that as man
as 64 successful candidates with ro
numbers between 52001 - 54299 were
selectedundera "packagedeal".

5) The allegation that only nine out
of 250 candidates were given pass
;;arks on October 15, 2006 is also

se.

6) Itis false and fabricated thatonly
two candidateswere (%iven passmarks
on November 11 and given job in the
foreign service because no viva was
heldonthatday.

7) No candidate from Satkhira was
selected for police service who
appeared in viva voce on September
17,2006.

OURREPLY

Most leading newspapers including
the Prothom Alo, Ittefag, Jugantor,
Shamokal, Amar Desh, Janakantha
and The Daily Star had published
reports on the irregularities of PSC,
especially about leakage of question
papers, whichwerewidely available at
different university dormitories. In
spite of widespread media reportin

and claims by examinees, the PS

held the27th BCS examination.

Because of allegations, an intelli-
gence agency investigated and found
irregularities. Finally, the caretaker
government postponed the medical
test (that started on April 7) of the BCS
candidates on April 18, proving the
existence of seriousirregularities.

Ourreplyto the points madein the
rejoinderisasfollows:

1) To ]prevent irregularity, the
rejoinder claims that marks of written
exams are kept in the comapiluter
systemin coded form. Buttherealityis
that such codes cannot prevent
irregularity when senior PSC officials
themselves get involved in corrup-
tion.

2) In the viva voce examination,
around 5,000 candidates--many with
good scores in written tests--were
given bellow 40, the pass mark in viva
voce. Thisitselfis arecord. The rejoin-
derdidnotdenytheallegation.

We agree that viva boards were
formed according to the registration
serial numbers but a vast number of

Charges pressed

FROM PAGE 16

On June 26 last year, Pintu called
BNP worker Kabir out of his house
and beat up ruthlessly with a hockey
stick for "tarnishing" his image. The
former lawmaker dumped Kabir in a
nearby dustbin with fractured limbs
andinjuriesto thehead.

When Kabir was able to go to the
police and wished to lodge a com-
plaint against Pintu, Hazaribaﬁh
Police Station refused to accept the
complaint.

Later, acting on a court order, the
Hazaribagh police investigated the
incidentand found Pintu guilty.

Later this year, Pintu surrendered
to the court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM) and sought bail,
but the court rejected his bail prayer
andsenthimtojail.

LOTUS KAMALONREMAND

Abu Hena Mostafa Kamal alias Lotus
Kamal, accused of graft charges, was
placed on a two-day remand for
interrogation.

Metropolitan Magistrate Syed
Mojibul Haq passed the remand
order after Gulshan police produced
him before the courtyesterdaywith a
five-dayremand prayer.

Joint forces arrested Kamal on
February 4 from his Gulshan resi-
dence.

candidates allegedly bribed to change
their viva boards and ensured their
expected viva board by claiming to be
sick and obtaining medical certifi-
catestothateffect.

3) The Dajlhr Star stands corrected
about the following mistake. The
report mentioned that not a single
viva candidate on October 12, 2006
and November 28, 2006 was success-
ful. Instead of "not a single viva candi-
date" it should read "not a single viva
candidatein thegeneral cadre".

4) The PSC sources confirmed that
different "package deals" were
responsible for the irregularities of the
BCS. The 64 successful candidates of
November 12, 2006 were allegedly
one of such deals, which becomes
obvious when compared with other
vivavocedays.

5) The report mistakenly men-
tioned a viva voce date on November
11, 2006. The correct date is
September 25, 2006 in which three
candidates were offered jobs in the
foreignservice.

6) A total of nine engineeriirilﬁ
students, along with other success!
candidates, passed on October 15,
2006. Weregretthiserror.

7) Our report mentioned four
examples of bribery. The protests only
the Satkhira example, but remains
silent about the other three. We have
names of all the four candidates
involved but did not publish their
names to prevent their personal
humiliation.

The Daily Star stands by its report
in general, except for some errors in
mentioning specific dates. We how-
ever agree that some words used in
our report is very sweeping and give
the impression that majority of the
examinees adopted unfair means.
This impression is not correct, and as
such we regret that such sweeping
wordswereused.

'New dawn' in
N Ireland

Former foes sworn in
as new leaders

AFP, Belfast

Former Catholic and Protestant rivals
were sworn in yesterday as Northern
Ireland's newleaders, reviving self-rule
here in what Britain called a historic
"new dawn" in the long-troubled
province.

Long time foes Protestant clergy-
man Ian Paisley and former Catholic
militant Martin McGuinness both
vowed to work for acommon future as
they arrived for the landmark cere-
monyatBelfast's Stormont parliament
building.

"We are starting on a road which
will bring us back to peace and to
prosperity," said Paisley, who became
First Minister in the new Northern
Ireland administration, with
McGuinnessashisdeputy.

"I'm increasingly confident that all
of this is going to work," added
McGuinness of the Catholic-backed
Sinn Fein, a former commander of its
military wing, the Irish Republican
Army (IRA).

British Prime Minister Tony Blair
and his Irish counterpart Bertie Ahern
were among those invited to the inau-
guration ceremony, reviving self-rule
afteranearlyfive-yeargap.

Britain's Northern Ireland
Secretary Peter Hain said Tuesday's
event would open a new era in the
province'shistory.

CPA urged to
restore

Bangladesh's
membership

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speaker Jamiruddin Sircar yesterda
sent a letter to the Commonwealt]
Parliamentary Association (CPA)
Secretariatin Londonrequestingitto
restore Bangladesh's membership in
theassociation.

"Though there is no functioning
Earliament right now in Bangladesh,

ut we are still very much in the
parliamentary system of govern-
ment," the letter said, addressed to
the CPAsecretarygeneral.

"Speaker and Deputy Speaker are
there and they will work as bridges
until election of the next parﬁa-
ment," theletteradded.

The CPA recently suspended
Bangladesh's membership in the 56-
member association saying that
there is no elected government and
parliament in Bangladesh. In a letter
to the Jatiya Sangsad secretariat, the
CPA had also asked Bangladesh to
getbackits annual membership fee.

Bangladesh will not be allowed to
participate in any upcoming
programme of the association, like
conferences and seminars due to the
latestdecision.

Police raid 8
DU halls,
arrest 12

DU CORRESPONDENT

Police raided eight dormitories of
Dhaka University (DU) early hours
yesterday and rounded up 12 people
--nine students and three outsiders.

Police searched a number of
particular rooms at SM Hall, Muhsin
Hall, Bangabandhu Hall, Fazlul Haq
Hall, Jagannath Hall, Ziaur Rahman
Hall, Jasimuddin Hall and Zahurul
HaqHallinsearch of "listed" activists
of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
and Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL).

The arrestees are Rashedul Islam
Ripon and Ziaul Haq from SM Hall,
Kreepa Shindu and Sugam Kumar
Das from Jagannath Hall, Habibur
Rahman from Muhsin Hall, Shaheen
Alam, Shahinuzzaman and
Nasiruddin from Bangabandhu Hall,
Mostafa Kamal, Anwar Hossain and
Shahedur Rahman from Fazlul Haq
Hall and Anwarul Hakim from Zia
Hall.

No arrest was made from
Jasimuddin Hall and Zahurul Haq
Hall.

The three outsiders arrested are
Habibur Rahman, Anwarul Hakim
and Mostafa Kamal.

All but two arrestees were pro-
duced before a Dhaka court and sent
to jail on charge of violation of the
state of emergency laws. Two of the
outsiders, Anwarul Hakim and
Mostafa Kamal, were set free in the
afternoon.

Police sources said the raids, third
one this month, were conducted to
capture the JCD and BCL activists
who took part in separate proces-
sions violating the state of emer-
gency.

Shahbagh police said 10 of the
detainees were on their list and the
other twowere picked up by mistake.

Shahbagh police confirmed that
the raids have been going to hunt
down the JCD and BCL activists who
areon thelawenforcementagencies'
list for violating the state of emer-
gency.

A relative of arrested DU student
Anwar Hossain was seen at
Shahbagh Police Station inquiring
about the reason behind Anwar's
arrest. While talking to this corre-
spondent, he claimed that Anwar
was not involved in any political
activities or with any political organi-
sation.

Star dies

FROM PAGE 16
The resulting stellar light show lasted
70days.

A supernova usually occurs when
a vast star collapses under its own
gravity because it has ceased to
produce nuclear energy in its core.
But the astronomers think that this
explosion may have been due to a
drop in energy caused by particle
changes brought about by radioac-
tive gammarays.

It takes a star at least eight times
the size of the sun to burst into a
supernova, but SN 2006 appears to
have been much bigger, the report
said -- around the size of 150 suns.

"Astronomers think many of the
first generation of stars were this
massive, and this new supernova
may thus provide a rare glimpse of
how the first stars died," the team's
statementsaid.

"Itis unprecedented, however, to
find such a massive star and witness
itsdeath."

The stellar blast some 240 million
light years away may also have con-
sequences closer to home, the
astronomers suggested.

The star that produced SN 2006
apparently expelled a large amount
of material before exploding, with a
mass suspiciously similar to that of
another massive star, Eta Carinae,
partofEarth's own Milky Way galaxy.

This raises the prospect that Eta
Carinae "maybe poised to explode as
a supernova," the astronomy team
saidinits statement of the findings to
be published in the Astrophysical
Journal.

"We don't know for sure if Eta
Carinae will explode soon, but we
had better keep a close eye on it just
incase," said Mario Livio of the Space
Telescope Science Institute in
Baltimore, who did not take part in
theresearch.

"Eta Carinae's explosion could be
the best star-show in the history of
modern civilization.”

Playing with projects

FROM PAGE 1

Referring to a project of the
Election Commission (EC) titled
'strengthening the Election
Commission for improving the
election process', the IMED report
said the project was for preparing a
computerised voter database in 83
districts for holding transparent
elections.

The three-year project had
started in 1997 and was extended
for another five years with a dead-
line for completion set for June
2005.

According to the IMED report,
although the EC spent Tk 32crore
allocated for the project, it failed to
fulfilits objectives.

The report said, "Only 30 to 35
percent of the work of voter data-
base was completed by the EC."
Most interestingly, the EC also
failed to enter the voter list of 2005
into the database, it said.

The education ministry spent
Tk 1,213 crore in additional costs
for four of its 10 completed pro-
jects, during FY 2004-05.

"A number of teachers went
abroad for higher studies under the
modernising and restructuring
project of Bangladesh College of
Leather Technology, but they did
not return yet," the report said
adding that in another project the
contractor collected its bills with-
out providing furniture for the
projectasrequired.

The report went on saying that
the stipend programme in the
secondary school level did not
bring any help for poor female
students due to some rigid and
complicated conditions, although
Tk 1,661crore allocated for the
projecthad been spent.

According to the policies of the
stipend programme, every female
student of the secondary level is
eligible for the grant if she has 75
percent attendance in school and
gets 45 percent marks in annual
exams.

But due to poor living condi-
tions, most of the female students

failed to get 45 percent marks. As a
result, the major portion of the
stipend went to the students from
wealthier families, sources said.

The poor students also failed to
avail other grants including tuition
and examination fees waivers and
stipends for buying books.

Referring to the power ministry
projects, the IMED report said
project expenditures were
increased from 24 to 228 percent.
"In a project, the Rural
Electrification Board (REB) divided
up the project's procurement
details in small parts to avoid
notifying the higher authorities
and the practice was only to create
room for corruption," said the
report.

According to the report the
communication ministry com-
pleted a total of 18 projects during
FY 2004-05 and 13 of those spent
nine to 100 percent more than the
original fund allocation, while the
ministry extended the time for
completion of 14 projects by 15 to
100 percent.

The situation was the same in
the housing and public works
ministry when four of its total eight
projects needed 29 to 84 percent
additional funding. The
timeframes for project implemen-
tations were extended by 50 to 600
percent for atleast five projects.

During the same fiscal year, the
energy ministry completed 12
projects and the project costs of at
least seven of them were increased
by 10 to 61 percent, while the
timeframes for completions of at
least 11 projects were extended by
71to 750 percent.

The IMED evaluation also
found mismanagement in com-
pleting projects of the education
ministry. The report said the edu-
cation ministry finished 10 projects
during the period and the imple-
mentation costs of at least four of
those were increased by 23 to 300
percent, while the duration of nine
projects were extended by 50 to 116
percent.

President

FROM PAGE 1

Ahmed last month said the stalled
ninth parliamentary election will
be held before end 0f 2008.

On April 5, the CEC disclosed a
set of proposals for electoral
reforms at a press conference,
saying no election will be held in
the following 18 months--the
minimum time required for pre-
paring a voter list with photo-
graphs.

On EC initiatives for electoral
reforms, Huda said they want to
complete the reforms by July or
Augustatthelatest.

The EC had planned to hold
talks with the political parties to
finalise the reform proposals. At a
meeting with the law adviser on
April 4, Huda asked the caretaker
government to withdraw restric-
tions on indoor politics so that the
EC can hold talks with the political
parties.

Election commissioners Sahul
Hossain and Brigadier General
(retd) M Sakhawat Hossain also
said on several occasions that they
hoped the government will lift the
bansoon.

Hudayesterday said the govern-
ment will lift the embargo when it
thinks fit. "Perhaps, the govern-
ment thinks the situation still does
not allow lifting the ban on indoor
politics. It will be lifted when the
government feels convenient," he
said.

In reply to a question, the CEC
said he had no discussion with the
president about the restriction on

CA

FROM PAGE 1

poet Rabindranath Tagore at
Osmani Memorial Auditorium in
the city.

Prof Anisuzzaman delivered
Rabindra memorial speech at the
function presided over by Cultural
Affairs Adviser Ayub Quadri.

The speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad, advisers to the caretaker
government, high civil and military
officials, educationists and cultural
personalities attended the function.

Apartfrom Dhaka, Tagore's birth
anniversary was celebrated in
Shilaidaha, Shahjadpur, Patisar,
Dakhhindihi and other parts of the
country.

The chief adviser said: "Tagore's
call for all to play their due role in
changing the lot of the deprived
majority and carry out a campaign
to establish truth against falsehood
stillinspires people.”

Quoting from Tagore's poem,
the CA said his (Tagore's) call for
resistance to the evil forces, who
create obstacles to social advance-
ment, stillinspires the people.

"Rabindranath is still equally
relevant to our individual and
combined stream oflife, determina-
tion and aspiration. His writings
and works are undoubtedly the
sources of immense inspiration in
building the perception of native
land," he said.

Rabindranth had dreamt of
changing the lifestyle of deprived,
neglected and downtrodden people
of the country, the CAsaid.

He said Rabindranath is basi-
cally the poet of Bangladesh and
Bangla-speaking people. "Diversi-
fied nature, soil and people of
Bangladesh not only enriched the
poet's feelings and experience but
also generated endlessinspiration."

The discussion was followed by a
cultural function.

asks EC

indoor politics.

"We have requested the govern-
ment [to withdraw the restric-
tions]. Now the government will
decide about the withdrawal as it
deemsfit," headded.

Huda, however, said the EC is
not facing any difficulties regard-
ing the electoral reforms because
of the embargo. "The election will
be held by 2008. So, we have time
forthereforms," he said.

Meanwhile, the EC sits tomor-
row with constitution experts to
examine if the EC Secretariat can
be separated from the control of
the Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
without amending the constitu-
tion.

The CEC at a meeting with
eminent citizens on April 26 said
the EC Secretariat cannot be sepa-
rated from the PMO without
amending the constitution, but
experts said the amendment is not
required for the task.

Harris Chowdhury

FROM PAGE 16

Meanwhile, three other courts will
hear today arguments on charge
framing against three former state
ministers and two family members
in connection with three graft
cases.

Hearing of a graft case against
Giasuddin Al Mamun will also be
held at Dhaka Metropolitan
SessionsJudge's Court today.

Harris' cousin Fakruddin
Chowdhury and Alfazuddin, care-
taker of Harris' neighbour, did not
appear before the court despite
having received the court sum-
mons earlier, a prosecutor said.

Earlier on May 6, the same court
recorded statements of Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC)
Deputy Director Abu Sayeed, ACC
Field Officer Khandaker
Akhteruzzaman, and Abdul
Hakim, caretaker of another neigh-
bour of Harris.

On April 30, Judge Momin Ullah
of the Dhaka Metropolitan
Sessions Judge's Court framed
charges against Harris in his
absence and summoned the com-
plainant and witnesses for deposi-
tionon May6.

The ACC deputy director filed
the case against Harris on April 5
for not submitting his wealth
statement to the commission
withinits stipulated time.

In response, the court issued an
arrest warrant and ordered the
authorities concerned to send its
copy to the police station con-
cerned.

On February 18, the ACC asked
Harris to submit his wealth state-
ment within 72 hours, but neither
Harris nor any of his representa-
tives complied with the instruc-
tion. The anti-graft body at a meet-
ing on March 29 approved filing of
the case.

Meanwhile, judges of the three
special courts will hear arguments
today on charge framing against
former state minister for planning
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, former
state minister for civil aviation Mir
Mohammad Nasiruddin and his
son Mir Helaluddin, former state
minister for labour Amanullah
Aman and his wife Sabera Aman.

The ACC pressed charges
against the five on April 29.

Hannan Shah,
others granted
bail in arms case

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday
granted anticipatory bail for six
months to BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia's adviser Brig (retd)
Hannan Shah and his associates in
anarms case.

A division bench of the HC
comprising Justice MA Wahhab
Mian and Justice M Emdadul
Haque granted the bail as Hannan
Shah and the others surrendered
beforeitseekingbail.

The court also issued a rule
upon the government to explain
why they should not be granted
regularbail.

On May 6, an Awami League (AL)
leader of Kapashia upazila filed the
case with Gazipur cognizance court
against Hannan Shah and others
accusing them of launching an
armed attack on an AL procession
on October 28 last year, the last day
of BNP-Jammat alliancerule.

Talking to reporters at his resi-
dence yesterday evening, Hannan
Shah said the present government
should hold election as soon as
possible and hand over the power to
elected representatives. And it will
be good both for the government as
wellasthe people, he added.

About the BNP chief, he said
restriction imposed around
Khaleda Zia's Shaheed Mainul
Roadresidencestill continues.

"They imposed restriction to
prevent her (Khaleda) from giving
any instructions to the party lead-
ers as well as the people," he said,
adding he tried to meet her but he
was not allowed.

Asked what they will do if the
emergency is prolonged, he said,
"Mainly, we will fight in legal
ways."

Sylhet mayor

FROM PAGE 16
getting justice from the court,"
Kamransaid.

The now defunct Bureau of Anti-
Corruptionfiled the casein 2003.

Sylhet police arrested Kamran
early April 6 after Sylhet District and
Sessions Judge Abdul Gafur issued
an arrest warrant against him a day
before in this connection. Following
the arrest, the mayor was sent to
Sylhet Central Jail. He was trans-
ferred to Comilla Central Jail three
dayslater.

On April 22, a divisional special
judge rejected the interim bail
prayers of the
mayorand two otheraccused.

However, one of the accused,
Abdul Wadud Khaled, a ward com-
missioner, died of a heart attack on
April 30. He was allegedly abscond-
ing following the issuance of the
arrestwarrant.

Another accused Abdul Quaiyum
Jalali Ponki, a ward commissioner, is
alsoonbail since May 3.

However, the 16 other accused in
the case are at large. On February 7,
Anti-corruption Commission (ACC)
filed the charge sheet against the 19
including 16 present and former
ward commissioners of the SCC.

The ACC investigation officer of
the case in the charge sheet said the
accused people leased the kitchen
market to the then ward commis-
sioner Sajjadur Rahman's younger
brother Azadur Rahman Azad, now a
ward commissioner, on May 11,2000
without any tender or approval from
theministry concerned.

They had misappropriated Tk
23 lakh through the corrupt prac-
tice, the charge sheet
read.

Govt to repossess

FROM PAGE 16
They owe Tk 210 crore to BTMC for
loans taken from different banks for
import purposes, which they inher-
ited from the corporation at the time
ofpurchase.

The then Awami League govern-
ment in March 2001 handed over the
ownership of the eight state owned
ailing textiles mills to newly formed
boards of directors comprising
employees and workers of the mills to
continue operations of those and to
savethejobs.

Sources alleged that persons who
have been managing the mills since
the handover are mostly labour
leaders, who do not have experience
inmanagingsuch mills.

At the time of the handover of the
mills it was agreed that the workers
and employees who own the mills
should re-employ former workers,
butasectionofthelabourleaderswho
became directors did not let that
happen.

The current directors however
have been reaping personal benefits
by leasing and renting out different
facilities of the mills, the sources said.

The eight mills are --- Dhaka
Cotton Mills in the capital, Munnu
Textile Mills in Tongi, Fine Cotton
Mills in Tongi, New Olympia Textile
Millsin Tongi, Meghna Textile Mills in
Tongi, Laxmi Naryan Cotton Mills in
Naryanganj, Pylon Industries Limited
in Chittagong, and Karolin Silk Millsin
Chittagong. The mills possess over
74.83acresofland.

Matiur Rahman, managing direc-
tor of New Olympia Textiles Mills
Limited, however said the govern-
ment also breached some sections of
the agreement making it difficult for
the current managements to comply
with the fullagreement.

"BTMC did not permit the mill
operatorstohavebalancing, modern-
ization, rehabilitation, and expansion
of the mills. It also did not pay the
utility bills which it was supposed to
pay," Rahmansaid.

He denied the allegation of money
being siphoned from the mills
throughsales of machinery.

Woltowitz fights

FROM PAGE 16

former US deputy secretary of
defense, of its findings, a move that is
likely to add to the weeks of pressure
onhimtoresign.

The committee continued to mull
what punishment torecommend, the
Timessaidlate Monday.

But it reported that most board
members want Wolfowitz, whose
management style and determina-
tion to uproot some of the bank's
bureaucratic practices has upset
manystaff, tostepdown.

"The seven-member committee
did not make its report public, but a
bank official with ties to the panel said
that Wolfowitz was given only a day or
two to respond," The Los Angeles
Times said, adding: "The maneuver
seemed designed to force him to step
down quickly, thus avoiding further
public action in the bruising contro-
versy."

In Brussels, Dutch Finance
Minister Wouter said Tuesday that a
conflictofinterestchargewould boost
pressure on the embattled World
Bankpresidenttoresign.

Asked ashearrived forameeting of
EU finance ministers if pressure was
mounting on Wolfowitz to resign, Bos
told reporters "yes", but added that
"it's the board (of the bank) thathas to
takeadecision."

Last week Wolfowitz rejected
criticism thathe oversawanimproper
pay and promotion deal for his part-
ner.

In a letter released Thursday he
said that he had acted within World
Bank rules in requesting the pay hikes
and promotions worth nearly 200,000
dollars for his companion Shaha Riza,
who also worked at the international
developmentlender.

Bank managers are not allowed to
supervise employees with whom they
havesuchacloserelationship.

"It is gossly unfair and wrong to
suggest that I intended to mislead
anyone, and I urge the committee to
r(ﬂ'ect the allegation that I lack credi-
bility," Wolfowitz said in a letter to the
investigatorypanel.

The controversy has threatened to
hobble the bank's lending and devel-

Hasina's house

FROM PAGE 1

to the police headquarters. Uttara
zone Patrol Inspector Kamruzzaman
hasbeensuspended.

Meanwhile, AL General Secretary
AbdulJalil, presidium member Tofail
Ahmed and wife of detained presid-
ium member Kazi Zafarullah met
Hasina yesterday evening amid tight
security.

Police this time took three-tier
security measures instead of the
previous two-tier to tighten security
for Hasina, also a former prime
minister, onherreturnhome.

Earlier the government withdrew
Hasina's security on March 27, 12
dayafter sheleftfor the USA.

Police took security control of the
area yesterday morning. Three
platoons of police led by three assis-
tant commissioners have been
deployed to ensure security around
Sudha Sadan.

A total of 11 security checkpoints
have been set up at different points
on the way to Sudha Sadan. Three
barricades were put within 200 yards
of Hasina'sresidence.

Number of plain-clothes police
has been increased alongside the
uniformed staffs.

Talking to reporters, AL chief's
personal assistant Hasan Mahmud
said they have no information on
whether restriction has been
imposed on Hasina's movement
adding the former premier is yet to
chalk out any programme outside
theSudhaSadan.

Restrictions have been imposed
on fgeneral people's movement on
thefrontroad of the SudhaSadan.

Journalists were also not allowed
togoneartoHasina'sresidence.

Police sources said they have
been directed to keep under limit
visitors' entrance into Sudha Sadan
anditsadjacentarea.

Only members of the AL central
working committee, advisory coun-
cils, top leaders of the front organisa-
tions, personal staffs and relatives
will be allowed to visit Sudha Sadan,
a police official said on condition of
anonymity adding the government
hasdirected themin thisregard.

Police prevented Shafiq Ahmed
Chowdhury, joint secretary of UK
chapter of AL, Mezbah Uddin Siraz,
general secretary of Sylhet district
unit of AL, and three other leaders of
the same districts, from entering
SudhaSadan.

However, some senior AL leaders
including Abdur Razzak, Abdul Latif
Siddique, Nuh Alam Lenin, Dipu
Moni and Nazma Rahman met
Hasinayesterday.

JMB men
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Station said JMB militants
Rokonuzzaman, Khalequzzaman
Lebu and Mahbul Haque revealed to
the interrogators that they recruited
a large number of people at a num-
ber of established NGOsin thenorth-
erndistricts.

They were working in NGOs at
grassroots-levels and simulta-
neouslyregroupingJMB members.

The sources said they told inter-
rogators that there are at least 100
active JMB militants in Rangpur of
whom 25 arein Gangachara upazila.

During interrogation the JMB
men said many JMB men took up
jobs at different NGOs upon instruc-
tions from the high command. Their
purpose was to attack those offices in
future.

Meanwhile, the three JMB mili-
tants were sent to jail custody yester-
day on completion of their five-day
remand. Police lodged cases against
themunder Special PowersAct.

Detective Branch (DB) of police
arrested them at aremote char of the
Teesta. Rokunuzzaman is the chief of
Saudpara Dakhil Madrasa and
Khalequzzaman is a grassroots-level
worker of ASOD, a local NGO.
Mahbul is the owner of the house
fromwhich police arrested them.

opment programs, as well as an anti-
corruption campaign targeting
borrowers that was Wolfowitz's
signatureinitiative.

"There's a real danger because of
this Wolfowitz stuff that donors are
going to find a reason not to give,"
Elizabeth Stuart, senior policy adviser
for Oxfam International, told The
WashingtonPost.

Some sawKellems' steppingdown
aspossiblyan effort to blunt theattack
andsavehisboss'sjob.

The director of strategy and a close
adviser to Wolfowitz, Kellems said he
wasleavingfor "otheropportunities."

A former journalist, Kellems was
tapped for the World Bank post after
Wolfowitz, architect of the Iraq war,
took the helm of the international
financialinstitutioninJune 2005.

The men had worked together in
the Defense Department when
Wolfowitz was deputy secretary
during President George W. Bush's
firstterm.

Kellems joined the Pentagon in
August 2001 and left to become the
spokesman for Vice President Dick
CheneyattheWhite House.

One of Kellems's statements has
beenkeytotheinternational scandal.

Questioned by reporters, he
insisted the salary raises awarded to
Riza on Wolfowitz's orders had been
approved by the bank's board of
directors.

But the directors denied they were
informed of her promotion and said
they had not approved it. They then
turned the matter over to the ethics
panel to investigate whether
Wolfowitzhad violated bankrules.

Opponents of Wolfowitz have
regularly pointed to Kellems as sym-
bolic of a cloistered leadership that is
too centralized and authoritarian.

In this light, Kellems's departure
could be interpreted as representing
the former Pentagon hawk's willing-
ness to acknowledge the criticism in
the hope of assuring his own political
survival.

Dastagir
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family members about his where-
abouts and justice would take its
course.

In their statement, the freedom
fighters urged the government and
the concerned authorities to take
immediate steps to locate Dastagir
and relieve his family members,
well-wishers and fellow freedom
fighters of anxiety.

Advocate Sultana Kamal, Major
(retd) Aktar Ahmed Bir Pratik,
Shahidullah Khan, Nasir Uddin
Yusuf, Ali Ahmed Ziaudddin Bir
Pratik, Habibul Alam Bir Pratik,
Fateh Ali Chowdhury, Major (retd)
Majur Ahmed Bir Pratik, Raisul
Islam Asad, Sayeda Kamal, Minu
Haq, Khuku Ahmed, Dr Nayla
Khan, Reshma Amin, Asma Nisar
and Mini Kadir were signatories to
the statement.

Dastagir was a valiant fighter of
the famous Crack Platoon that was
in charge of carrying out guerrilla
operations in Dhaka during the
Liberation War. The government
rewarded him for his gallantry role
intheLiberation War.

Bomb dents
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we have security violations," he
added. "There could be a popular
revolt, and the government should
tell the people if it can carry out its
dutiesornot."

Pilgrims from all over the Shia
Islamic world, especially Iran, flock
to the shrine cities of Najaf and
Karbala, where some of Shiism's
mostreveredleadersareburied.

Kufa also receives its share of
pilgrimage traffic, and in July 12
people -- mostly Iranian pilgrims --
were killed in a bomb attack, while
another 50 Iraqis died in a
December carbombing.

Under the influence of al-
Qaeda's extremist Sunni ideology,
many insurgent groups target
Shias as heretics, as well as because
of their current dominance in the
US-backed government.

Shias, sometimes with the
complicity of security forces, have
unleashed a campaign of revenge
killings targeting Sunnis in mixed
areas, leaving piles of corpses on
the streets in the morning.

Last year the US military identi-
fied these sectarian gangs as the
biggest threat to stability in the
country, but in the wake of a new
joint US-Iraqi security operation,
their activity has declined dramati-
cally.

al-Qaeda-led Sunni groups are
now once more seen as the greatest
threat.

Sectarian violence is particu-
larly fierce in the more mixed
regions around Baghdad, and
farther north in Diyala province
where Shias are regularly massa-
cred byinsurgents.

On Tuesday, a suicide attack on
apolice station in Jalawlah, an area
inhabited predominantly by
Kurdish Shias, killed two police
and wounded 20 others, mostly
civilians.

In Baghdad itself, a bomb
exploded killing two people and
wounding four others, medical
sources said.

The violence comes as Iraq's
national unity government, seen as
key to bringing the country out of
its current crisis, shows increasing
signs of unravelling.

Over the past few days, top
Sunni politicians have repeatedly
threatened to pull out of the Shia
dominated government because
they are being excluded from the
governing process.

Vice President Tariq al-
Hashemi told CNN on Monday
that if the situation was not
addressed soon, his Islamic Party
of Iraq, which together with its
Sunni allies controls six cabinet
seats, would withdraw from the
governmentonMay 15.
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