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Bremen ride on Rosenberg

AFP, Berlin

| Werder Bremen
thrashed 10-man
Hertha Berlin 4-1
here on Sunday to
keep alive their faint
hopes of winning
the German league
title though that
would require both Schalke 04 and VB
Stuttgarttoslipup.

Markus Rosenberg notched a hat-
trick for Bremen and Brazilian
playmaker Diego netted the other as
they bounced back from the UEFA
Cup semifinal exit at the hands of
Espanyol on Thursday.

Werder were helped however by
the sending off of Croatian Josip
Simunicin the first half.

With just two matches left, three
teams could still win the title - leaders
Schalke 04 on 65 points, second-placed
Stuttgarton 64 and Bremenon 63.

Kevin Kuranyi kept Schalke 04 on
course for afirst Bundesliga crown since
1958 with the winning goal in a 1-0
victory over Nuremberg on Saturday.

Stuttgart, however, are keeping
close to the German league leaders,
a 2-0 victory over Mainz 05 leaving
them just a point adrift and well on
target for automatic qualification for
the Champions League group
stages.

Bayern Munich meanwhile could
only draw 1-1 at relegation-bound
Borussia Monchengladbach, that
result leaving the reigning champions
in fourth spot, which would prove
enough for UEFA Cup football next
season, 11 points behind Schalke.

Schalke, who have topped the
table for the last 12 rounds of
matches, had to wait till the 64th
minute to find the net through Kuranyi
as they look for their first title in almost
half a century, though they came
closeinboth 2001 and 2005.

Kuranyi scored his 15th goal of the

season, and 10th with his head, in front
of50,000fans atthe VeltinsArena.

Kuranyi's diving header from a
Gerald Asamoah cross must surely
be one of the most important goals of
his career considering the late stage
ofthetitlerace.

Schalke coach Mirko Slomka said
the championship would go down to
the wire.

"We had to show patience today
(Saturday)," he said. "But we never
faltered and deserved our victory. |
think the title will be decided on the

-
»

34thandfinal day."

Schalke's victory was even more
important considering Stuttgart's
success thanks to goals by Fernando
Meira and Fernando Hilbert. It was
Stuttgart's sixth successive victory
although they are a young side with-
outalotof experience.

Stuttgart coach Armin Veh said
Schalke were still the favourites:

"The situation remains the same,"
Veh said. "Schalke are the favourites
because they have their destiny in
theirown hands.

"But we could still win the title even
though our next match at Bochum will
befarfromeasy."

Stuttgart's next match looks easier
than Schalke's however. Schalke
must face Borussia Dortmund who
are in resurgent mood following their
2-0 victory at VfL Wolfsburg.

Bottom club Borussia
Monchengladbach, who will definitely
be relegated, are expected to be
joined in the second division by Mainz
05 and Alemannia Aachen, who lost
4-0 at Eintracht Frankfurt.
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Werder Bremen striker Miroslav Klose (L) shoots past a sliding Hertha Berlin defender Malik Fatih (R) during their
Bundesligamatch in Berlin on Sunday.

C'Ron assured of greatness

AFP, London

By the time
Carlos Queiroz
left a secluded
restaurant in
Madeira and
stepped into the
searing afternoon heat last July,
Manchester United's return to the
pinnacle of English football was back
oncourse.

Sir Alex Ferguson had sent his
trusted assistant Queiroz to Cristiano
Ronaldo's family home in Portugal in
a last-ditch attempt to persuade his
prize asset notto walk outon United.

Ronaldo feared he had no future
at Old Trafford after being vilified for
his role in Wayne Rooney's dismissal
during England's World Cup defeat
against Portugal.

Caught on camera winking at his
teammates after Rooney's red card,
the winger became a ready-made
scapegoat.

Rooney was reported to be furious
with his United teammate and, with
English fans preparing a hostile
reception, it was no surprise that
Ronaldo felt he would be better off
elsewhere.

Real Madrid made it clear they
were ready to offer him an escape
route and Ronaldo was quick to
express interest. But in Manchester,
Ferguson cast his mind back 11 years
toamidnightdash across Paris.

The United manager had been
driven on the back of a motorbike
through the French capital to find Eric
Cantona when his talismanic striker
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decided he wanted to retire after
being banned for his notorious kung-
fukick on a Crystal Palace fan.

Ferguson had persuaded
Cantona to carry on and he decided
that Queiroz, who had established a
close relationship with his fellow
Portuguese, was the right man to
repeatthe trick with Ronaldo.

Over a meal with the player and
his family, Queiroz convinced
Ronaldo that the storm of controversy
would die out in the same way it had
after David Beckham was briefly
public enemy number one following
his World Cup red cardin 1998.

As Ferguson looks back on a
season in which he broke Chelsea's
stranglehold on the Premiership, he is
certain to reflect on the significance of
thatmoment.

After all the 22-year-old has driven
United to their first title for four years
with a series of scintillating displays
and a remarkable tally of 23 goals in
all competitions.

He has rightly been lauded for his
efforts and the PFA and Football
Writers' Footballer of the Year awards
he has won are a fitting tribute to a
playerwhois already a United icon.

When even Sir Bobby Charlton,
one of the finest forwards ever to
grace Old Trafford and a former
teammate of Best, is moved to
describe Ronaldo as being capable of
doing things he has never seen
before, there can be no question
abouthistalent.

That ability has been allied to a
new-found maturity to create an
unstoppable force. He has even

toned down the amateur dramatics
and Queiroz believes the winger's
fierce work-ethic guarantees he will
never stop striving to improve his
dazzling array of feints and step-
overs.

"He is always the first to arrive at
training and the last to go," Queiroz
said. "Many times when the session
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has finished, we shower, eat and then
we look at the pitch and he is still
training.

"He is a player who has a divine
gift. He was born to be the best in the
world."

After destroying Aston Villa,

Wigan and Reading with three two-
goal hauls over Christmas, it became
increasingly clear United could win
the title if Ronaldo maintained his
momentum.

When Real Madrid made a
renewed attempt to entice Ronaldo to
Spain, Ferguson pre-empted them by
telling his board to hand him a new
five-year deal worth 26 million
pounds.

He responded to that show of faith
by raising his game to an even higher
level. In the space of five days in April,
he was instrumental in the breath-
taking 7-1 demolition of Roma and an
FA Cup semifinal rout of Watford.

It was fitting Ronaldo scored the
penalty at Manchester City on
Saturday that all but ensured United
would be crowned Premiership kings
again.

But it was his late goal at Fulham
that perfectly encapsulated the poise
and passion he brings to the
Ferguson's side.

United had struggled to find their
rhythm against obdurate opponents
and were seconds away from being
held to a draw that would damage
their hopes of pulling away from
Chelsea.

Ronaldo refused to be subdued.
He seized possession on the left
wing, cut past two despairing lunges
and surged towards goal before
dispatching a fierce strike past Jan
Lastuvka. Gameover.

And who did Ronaldo celebrate
longest and loudest with? Rooney of
course.

Hammam slams 'disrespectful’ MU

m Football

AFP, Kuala Lampur

AFC president Mohamed Bin
Hammam on Monday launched a
stinging attack on Manchester
United, calling them "disrespect-
ful" and demanding they cancel
their Asian tour.

The pre-season commercial
tour in July clashes with the Asian
Cup finals, prompting bin
Hamman to suggest the new
Premier League champions put
something back into Asian foot-
ball instead of grabbing its
money.

"Cancel your tour -- this is the
message on behalf of the whole
Asian football family, all our play-
ers, our coaches," he said in
response to AFP questions on the
sidelines of the Asian Football
Confederation Congress here.

"It is disrespectful. This is not
the solidarity we expect from the
football family.

"We expect Manchester
United to look for something more
than money. Asia is giving them
so much money during the on-
season. One month every four
years and they cannot spare it to
not play in Asia?"

Bin Hammam fears the pres-
ence of Manchester United will
divert attention away from the
July 7-29 Asian Cup -- the
region's flagship competition
being co-hosted by Indonesia,
Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam.

The AFC is pinning hopes on
the tournament sparking new
interest in Asian football from
Asian fans.

Last month United announced
they would warm up for the 2007-

Ball in trouble

AFP, London

Manchester City's Michael Ball is
under investigation by the English
Football Association (FA) for
stamping on Manchester United
winger Cristiano Ronaldo and a
disciplinary hearing is likely to
take place on Thursday.

FA disciplinary chiefs will
examine television footage of the
incident which occurred during
Saturday's derby game and the
City defender looks set to be
charged.

An FA spokesman told the
Press Association: "We will look at
the television footage of the inci-
dents tomorrow and ask the offi-
cials what action they would have
taken had they seen the incidents,
and any charges will be based on
that."

In the event of charges being
levelled, Ball will have until
Wednesday to respond and under
the fast-track system a disciplin-
ary hearing would take place on
Thursday.

Officials from the FA's compli-
ance department will also have to
decide whether the player should
be charged with violent conduct or
the more-serious offence of seri-
ous foul play.

That was the charge brought
against Ben Thatcher earlier this
season after his elbow assault on
Portsmouth's Pedro Mendes
while the defender was playing for
Manchester City. He was sus-
pended for eight matches by the
FA.

An apparent headbutt by
Fulham's Michael Brown on
Liverpool's Xabi Alonso will also
be investigated on Tuesday.

2008 season with a tour that
takes them to Japan, South
Korea, Macau and Malaysia.

They plan to kick off against J-
League champions Urawa Red
Diamonds on July 17 in Saitama
before travelling to the South
Korean capital for a showdown
with FC Seoul on July 20.

Alex Ferguson's team are then
due to head to Macau for a match
against Shenzhen on July 23,
before ending the tour in Kuala
Lumpur on July 27 against a
Malaysian XI.

Bin Hamman said the Asian
Cup dates were set by FIFA and
each association hosting
matches had signed guarantees
not to promote or hold any other
football games throughout July
and for three days after the Cup
concludes.

He suggested the Football
Association of Malaysia could

face disciplinary action but
reserved his harshest criticism
for United, who were handed the
league title on Sunday when
Chelsea could only manage a 1-1
draw with Arsenal.

"We are trying to encourage more
spectators to watch Asian football
but it looks like the people at
Manchester want to fight this idea
and corner this market," he said.

"Frankly, it is a colonial way of
thinking. Itis not fair play at all.

"We can prevent them playing
in Malaysia but | don't want them
to play in Korea, Japan or China
either. They are welcome in June,
they are welcome in August, but
notin July."

He said he had been in touch
with the Football Association as
early as last September about the
tour and had initially received
assurances that it would not
clash.

Bin Hammam added that he
had the support of FIFA president
Sepp Blatter.

"He is of the opinion that
everybody must respect the
calendar. It is simple," said bin
Hammam.

Blatter is in Kuala Lumpur but
was not immediately available for
comment.

In another slap to the Red
Devils, the AFC supremo pointed
to their arch-rivals Chelsea as a
team that was putting back into
Asia.

"We have a very good exam-
ple from Chelsea who have
signed an agreement to develop
football at the grassroots in Asia,
Thatis a good example," he said.

In March, Chelsea signed a
deal with the AFC to provide
financial and technical support to
mainly grassroots football clubs
across China until 2010.

Card-happy Beckham

AFP, Madrid

e

Observers will
be closely
watching the
outcome of this
week's meeting
of the Spanish
football federa-
tion's competi-

tions committee

LF after David

Beckham was booked again on
Sunday.

Beckham was shown a yellow
card after tangling with Sevilla's
Uruguayan striker Ernesto
Chevanton six minutes before the
whistle in Real's crucial 3-2 win
over their championship rivals on
Sunday.

The booking, his 10th or the
11th of the season depending on
how you view his previous
misdemenours, should lead to an
automatic one match ban being
handed down by the committee,
which should meet on Tuesday.

If the committee don't find a a
way of letting Beckham off the
hook, he is expected to miss next

week's home match against
Espanyol.

However, the fact that Beckham
was on the pitch at all on Sunday
remains a matter of some contro-
versy.

Last Thursday, the Spanish
federation decided to cancel the
yellow card that Beckham had
picked up during Real's 4-1 win at
Athletic Bilbao the previous week
and the former England captain
was reprieved and able to face
Seuvilla.

"In European football the rules
are serious butin Spainitis a joke,"
said angry Sevilla coach Juande
Ramos before Sunday's match.

"Everyone else has to obey the
rules so | don't understand why
Real Madrid don't have to do the
same. Justice should be fair and
for everybody, and there shouldn't
be exceptions," added Ramos.

Regardless of the rights and
wrongs of Beckham's amnesty, his
disciplinary record in his last sea-
son at Real remains pitiful.

After injuries and falling out with
Real coach Fabio Capello in
January, Beckham has only played

in 19 league games this season,
and he has only played a full 90
minutes in six of them.

The statistics tell a sorry story of
Beckham's indiscpline.

He has now played 1081 min-
utes this season so he is barely
getting through an entire game
without being booked.

Real Madrid's triumph, in a
match that Spanish sports daily
Marca had called "the game of the
year" on it's front page on Sunday,
meant that they took over from
Sevilla as the nearest rivals to
league leaders Barcelona.

Barcelona now have a two point
lead over their eternal rivals and
29-time Spanish champions, after
beating Real Sociedad 2-0 on
Saturday, with Sevilla two points
further back in third.

Real have not won a major ftitle
since Beckham arrived in the summer
0f2003 and La Liga represents his last
chance of getting an honour before he
leaves the Spanish capital to join Los
Angeles Galaxy atthe end of June.
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Novak Djokovic (L) of Serbia receives the Estoril Open trophy from former Portuguese football star Eusebio after
beating Richard Gasquet of France in the final in Lisbon on Sunday.
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All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsible
forany change in the programme.
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