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Yunus writes letter to all

FROM PAGE 1

declaring the decision to join politics
and form a political party following
your encouragements. [ also told you
that the probable name for the party
would be 'Nagorik Shakti'. This time,
in my third letter, I write to you to
inform you that I have decided to
stand aside my efforts to form a
political party. Encouraged by your
supports and motivated by the hope
of creating a new political stream, I
took the decision to join politics. By
taking this decision, I was ready to
put all my life's works behind me to
enter a new life and I enthusiastically
started the work to form a political
party. As the first step in forming a

increase.

I dedicated all my strength
towards forming a party. As part of
the first step, I concentrated on
forming an organisational team. I
wanted to create it in such a way so
that it creates confidence in people
and so that it can generate massive
political force even though itis anew
party.

After I announced that I would
form a party, people known or
unknown to me, politicians, and
people who aren't politicians but are
interested in politics contacted me. I
urged them to join the party. Ialso
contacted people who did not con-

those decisions. It is the time to
make Bangladesh the hub for
regional commerce and communi-
cation by taking advantage of our
geo-strategiclocation bylinkingwith
regional transport systems and
establishing the deep-sea-port. Our
countryis filled with therich coal and
gas reserves in a world thirsty for
energy. Itisthe timetouse these vast
mineral resources for the country's
development. Itis the time to make
Bangladesh the best country in using
Information Technology. It is the
time to build up the country's
human resources and making it
resource for the nation and the world
by establishing a global standard of

Competent judges

FROM PAGE 1

Chief Justice Mohammad Ruhul
Amin on Sunday said "the damage
done to the judiciary in the recent
years will take more than 20 years to
remedy".

Different quarters including the
lawyers and civil society members
welcomed the statement but were
unanimous in calling for immediate
actions to cleanse the court system of
politicisation and the judges lacking
qualifications.

The interim government too has
dropped hints that it is weighing up
options for restoring the image of the
higher judiciary. Law Adviser Mainul

justice to oversee the functioning of
everyone holding constitutional
posts.

He added, "Our country may try
this informal and effective in-house
procedure for disciplining the errant
judges."

He then lamented that parlia-
ment has not yet enacted any law
prescribing other qualifications for
appointment as a judge of the
Supreme Court.

Recollecting his days as a lawyer,
he said only five to six High Court
judges could comfortably and suc-
cessfully discharge the duties for the
EastPakistanjudiciary.

Mujahid
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Mainuddin demanded Tk 25 lakh

from him on June 25, 2006 for

development of Kandola

Nayabazar owned by him with
overnment assistance with the
elp of the otheraccused.

He gave Tk 5 lakh to Mainuddin
in two phases, says the case state-
ment.

"The accused gave me death
threat when I asked them to return
the money, as they didn't imple-
ment the development work at the
bazar," the plaintiff said.

The court ordered the officer-
in-charge (OC) of the local police
station to investigate the matter.

UK offers

US opens talks
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SeanMcCormack.

Iraq and the United States hope
Thursday and Friday's conference of
nearly 50 nations at this Egyptian
Red Searesort will rally international
support particularly from Arab
nations for an ambitious plan to
stabilizeIraq.

Iraq is pressing for foﬁveness of
debt and for Arabs to t eater
action to prevent foreign fighters
from joining the Iraqi insurgency.
Arab countries, in turn, demand his
government ensure greater partici-
pation by Sunni Arabs in Iraq's
political process, echoing the United
States.

Iraqgi Prime Minister Nouri al-

Wednesday in an armed clash in
northwestern Baghdad.

"His body is under the control of
the interior rninistry," the junior
minister told AFP. "His body has
beenidentified."

The Islamic State of Iraq is an
umbrella group of Sunni insurgents
dominated byAl-QaedainIraq.

It has been blamed for attacks on
Shiite civilians and has claimed
responsibility for some of the bloodi-
estassaultsonIraqisecurityforces.

Separately, US military spokes-
man Lieutenant Colonel Chris
Garver said the military would hold a
news conference later yesterday to
announcea "recent success againsta

; tact me but whom I thought would - & : : i i i i e seniorleader of Al-QaedainIraq."
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trips, I daily contacted several peo- Supreme Judicial Council. but the backlog of cases has yet to estimated at about $50 billion, baghdadi's mourning family had

everyone after the ban on indoor
politics is withdrawn and move
forward with the formation of the
party. But, despite my all-out efforts I
could not create a team that can

ple. The peoplewho were workingon
my behalf towards forming a party
also continued in maintaining
contactswith them.

Through this communication

productively and link their skills and
money to the country's develop-
ment. It is the time to strengthen
localgovernment.

The time has come to shift the

Referring to the chief justice's
statement, Mostafa Kamal said the
issue has long been seeping through
various channels and he [chief

come down, he said adding that the
current situation in the higher courts
warrants a regime looking after load
management, case flow, and matters
relatingto inventory.

still at risk of militants' threat after
execution of six JMB militants, Leslie
said every country is at risk of mili-
tants' threat.

"What we need to do is not getting

Another $100 billion has already
been written off by the Paris Club of
lendernations.

But Saudi Arabia's foreign minis-
ter, Saud al-Faisal, told the confer-

already begun receiving well-
wishers in his hometown of
Dhuluiyah, around 75 kilometres (40
miles) north of Baghdad.

The official, speaking on condi-

boost my confidence. In the light of o ; it usti into business of pointing finger at i i i ii

) ! . nation's economic and political | justice] has made a bold statement : 0 business ol pointng Hnger ; " tion of anonymity, said Baghdadiis a
the experience I have gained from  process, one thing became clearer gears. The nation's spirit isI;eady to bernallingitpublic. Healsoemphasized theneedfora | each otherand what'simportantisto | €nce only that cllus country ‘has 37-year-old awtyraduate \;gvhose real
this process, I think, I will not be thatthosewhowere encouragingme : court administration equipped with | worktogether," shesaid. expressed its readiness to aleviate 1o L = 0 S Pt nd was well

successful even if I wait for a longer
period. So, I have taken the decision
tostand aside by accepting the reality
that it is correct not to go any further
downthe path.

A great sense of hope has pre-
vailed in the country following the
declaration of the state of emergency
and the formation of a new caretaker
government. New doors have been
opened in the political arena. A new
opportunityhasbeen created to bury

will not join politics themselves and
will not give public support because
of their own problems. And those
who are in political parties, will not
leave their parties, atleast, now. They
might join later if the political situa-
tion changes. After calculation, I
realised that nothing much is being
accumulated. So, whom will I form
the strongteam with?

I went ahead with creating the
party by not breaking my pledge not

graduate to far higher levels. What is
needed now is the creation of a new
political party and leadership who
can properlyand skilfully do this.

We should not fail in our duty to
change the political and economic
situation.

I express my deep and sincere
gratitude and thanks to everyone
who gave me their love and compas-
sion despite my faults and limita-
tions.

"I have strong feelings that the
chiefjusticewhoisamanofprinciple
and is credited with being a no-
nonsense man must be having some
programmes up his sleeve to remedy
the problem that he has so boldly
highlighted."

On possible approaches to deal-
ing with the judiciary, Justice Kamal
said the Supreme Judicial Council is
applicable in a situation where a
judge ceases to be capable of prop-

modern technologies and adequate
technical staff to overcome the
problems confronting thejudiciary.

CA calls
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rising above all differences to estab-
lish a happy, prosperous and self-
reliant Bangladesh.

Referring to his recent address to

Leslie described Bangladesh as a
natural friend of Britain havin;
human contact, business contact an
political contact between the two
countries.

William Nye of the British Home
Office accompanied Ms Leslie during
themeeting.

British High Commissioner Anwar
Chowdhury, who was also present at
the meeting, said UK has specific
proposals to increase cooperation in
counteringterrorism.

some of the debts on Iraq" and was
currently in discussions with Iraqi
officials to deal with the issue "in line
with the regulations and bases of the
Paris Club.

Iraqi and U.S. officials had said
Saudi Arabia privately had already
committed to forgiving 80 percent of
Iraq's$17billiondebt.

Al-Faisal, addressing the confer-
ence, renewed a Saudi offer of $1
billion in loans to Iraq, on the condi-
tion that the money be distributed

known in the region, itself known for
itsAl-Qaedasympathies.

Kamal said Baghdadiwaskilled in
aclash in the Ghazaliyah neighbour-
hood of northwestern Baghdad, a
flashpoint on one of the city's many
sectarian fault lines and a focus of
recentsecurity operations.

His death would be the first major
success of a 10-week-old joint US-
Iraqi security operation, which has
seen tens of thousands of extra

the hostile, divisive and conflict- to veer from the components MuhammadYunus erly performing the functions of his 1, nation, the CA said his govern- He said both Bangladesh and | €qually among "Iraq’s geographical E?;ﬁ?:laﬁdf %%ﬁe&o%igleggﬁg
centric politics by creatinga political ~ required tobuildapolitical partythat - May3,2007 office by reason of physical and  ment is committed to keep the | Britain are willing to work together sectors. bloodshed.

stream under the new leadership to
take the country's economy forward.
Everyone has understood that these
opportunities do not come always.
Everyone in this country feels that
the impossible can be made possible
through the innovations if good
political will, competent leadership
and good governance can be
ensured.

I decided to join politics in this
perspective. We had a single dream:
to create a corruption-free political
stream that is unified, consensual,
empathetic, peaceful, secular, and
committed to radical economic
growth; a dream to turn the country
into a self-assured nation by freeing
the people from conflict, distrustand
disappointment. We all know where
we have to go. When we know the
destination, we can try our best to
reach -- I took my initiatives with this
belief.

You have responded to my call by
sending many letters, faxes, emails,
and sms to support my initiative.
You have given advices by sending
letters to newspapers. You have also

is transparent, corruption-free and
successtul. I went forward with the
approach that I thought would best
establish a new political path. From
working on this, it became increas-
ingly clear to me that the people who
I needed with me to present a strong
and bright alternative to the people,
will not be with me. Some of them
are involved with political parties,
some of them who are not in politics
butare enthusiasticaboutit. Theyall
want anew political path to be estab-
lished and they are enthusiastic
about changing the country's politi-
cal culture. But, I could not bring
them with me. Those who initially
showed encouragement, I saw that
they are becoming less and less
encouraging.

That is when I started to question
myself should I keep going or should
I stall the process and wait? Or
should I completely stop the initia-
tive to form a party? I opposed the
formation of aweak party. Instead of
trying to create a new political arena
with a weak party, let us wait for
someone else to make the effort and
succeed.

Rejoinder
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relationship or into any type of
partnership with Tarique Rahman,

senior joint secretary-general of
BNP.

Moreover, the allegation of Anis
Ahmed being arrested is com-
pletely untrue, said the rejoinder
signed by Abdur Rahim, executive
director and head of legal and
corporate affairs of MGH Group.

"With respect to refunding
money gained through ill-means
appeared shocking given the
legitimate businesses of MGH
group representing world class
brands as well as companies in
Bangladesh and abroad thus taking
the new spirit of Bangladesh to the
global market," the rejoinder
added.

OURREPLY

The rejoinder did not categorically

mental incapacity, or if a judge
becomes guilty of gross misconduct.

He added, "I would respectfully
say thatifajudge cannot understand
law, cannot appreciate facts, cannot
read or dictate judgment in the open
court, it is not too difficult to prove
that by reason of physical or mental
incapacity he has ceased to be capa-
ble of properly performing the func-
tions ofhis office.

"Painful though it may be I see no
other way but to invoke the Supreme
Judicial Council if such cases of
incorrigiblejudges exist."

He said that there may be a sec-
ond group of judges who are techni-
cally above board and may not have
committed any mischief attached to
the provisions of Supreme Judicial
Council but because of their behav-
iour in and out of the courts, or
general appearance and movement
they do not appear worthy to be
judges ofthe highest court.

The former chief of the apex court
then spoke of a practice where the
ones of the type mentioned above

nation free from any religious and
social division.

He said the government is com-
mitted to ensure equal rights for the
people of all religions and faiths,
which is constitutionally recog-
nised.

"Whatever are the achievements
and successes, the country belongs
to all. Here, all irrespective of caste,
creed and religion are the citizens of
the country."

He said Bangladesh is a bright
example of communal harmony in
the world. People of different reli-
gious communities have set up a
great tradition in Bangladesh by
living peacefully for decades after
decades.

Greeting the members of the
Buddhist community on the occa-
sion of Buddha Purnima, the chief
adviser said they belong to a bi
religious community of the worl
and they have a big responsibility to
establish peace and harmony in this
region aswell asin the world.

Religious Affairs Adviser Maj Gen
(retd) Dr ASM Matiur Rahman,
Sangharaj Dharmasen Mohathero,
Sanghanayak S Dharmapal and

againsttheglobal threat ofterrorism.

On May 1 bomb blasts in Dhaka,
Chittagong and Sylhet, the British
envoy would not like to comment
sincethematerisunderinvestigation.

He appreciated the government's
guick response to the incident and

etermination to catch those
involved.

Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury mentioned his meeting
with British Foreign Secretary
Margaret Beckett in London last
month when they agreed to increase
development, economic and political
cooperation.

The adviser said the UK defence
director'svisitis a follow-up to further
deepen the existing relations and
cooperationindifferentfields.

Another petition
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ather cantonmentresidence.

Earlier, ahabeas corpus petition
was filed with the High Court
challenging the reported restric-
tions on the movements of Khaleda
Zia, which the government in a

Al-Maliki pledged to institute
reforms to boost Sunni participation
but said forgiving Iraq's debts was
the only way the country could
rebuild.

Rice's meeting with Moallem
marked the first such high-level talks
since the February 2005 assassina-
tion of former Lebanese Prime
Minister Rafik Hariri. Syria denies it
had anything to do with the killing,
but U.S. and European officials have
since shunned the Damascus gov-
ernment.

Iraq and many Arab countries
have been particularly eager, even
desperate, for such talks between the
United States and its Mideast oppo-
nents saying they are only the way to
stabilize Iraq and lessen Iran's grow-
inginfluencein theregion.

Rice has also said she was willing
to meet Iranian Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki, after years of
accusations and name-calling
between the nations. Iranian
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
had also expressed interest in such a
meeting.

During Thursday's session, the
two sat on far ends of the large con-
ference hall where the ministers and

The Islamic State of Iraq and Al-
Qaedahave been blamed for some of
the bloodiest recent attacks on Shiite
civilians, and Baghdadi's umbrella
group has claimed responsibility for
murdering dozens of kidnapped
police.

The group also claimed responsi-
bility for a suicide bomb attack on
Iraq's parliament that killed one MP
deep inside Baghdad's fortified
GreenZone.

News of the militant leader's
apparent demise comes only two
days after the Iraqi interior minis-
try and a Sunni tribal coalition
claimed that Al-Qaeda in Iraq's
leader, Abu Ayyub al-Masri, had
beenkilled.

This has stillnot been confirmed -
- and Garver was at pains to point out
that Thursday's news conference
was "not about al-Masri" -- but if it is
true the SunniIslamistinsurgencyin
Iraq would have lost both its top
leaders.

Baghdadi's name first came to
the public eye in April 2006, when he
was anointed leader of a new
organisation uniting anti-US insur-
gent groups by the then Al-Qaedain
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committees. Youngpeopleboth here
and from overseas have voluntarily
come forward to give their time and
talent. I am grateful to all of you. Tam
extremely sorry to stand aside poli-
tics after giving you the hope. I have
taken this decision early so that
further disappointment does not

immenselysuccessful.

This country is at the doorstep of
great potential. The next five years
are a very important period for us.
This is the time of change. It is the
time to make big political and eco-
nomic decisions and to implement

Decision welcomed
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welcomed Dr Yunus for his 'wise
decision' to retreat from the politics
'inthis prevailing context'.

Earlier in February, when he
decided to join politics, numbers of
politicians, civil society members
and cross section of professionals
hadwelcomed hismove.

AL General Secretary Abdul Jalil,
who returned home from Singapore
on Wednesday night, told The Daily
Star that his party welcomed Dr
Yunus when he had decided to join
politics. "Now he has stepped back
from his decision. I think good sense
has finally come over him even
thoughitcameinlate."

Executive director of Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD) Dr Debapriya
Bhattacharya said he was saddened
by the decision of Dr Yunus not
pursuingpolitics.

"We have always wanted clean
and competent citizens join politics.
Dr Yunus was an eminently suitable
person. So, as aresult of his decision,
the nation will be deprived of his
political contribution for the time
being".

However, this decision not to
pursue politics will allow him to
make contribution in other areas of
state, the society and the economy,
Bhattacharyaadded.

Dr Muhammad Yunus was the
right person who could endorse a
competentand honestgovernment -
-ademand of the civil society. But his
moves [toward the party] were not
made in a democratic or well-
planned manner, said Advocate
Sultana Kamal, former adviser to the
caretaker government.

Yunus' initiative had setbacks
since it was individualistic rather
than democratic. He also overlooked

admired all around the globe.

"He decided to retreat from
politics the same way he had decided
to join politics using his talents,
experiences and judiciousness," he
said.

Rashed Khan Menon, president
of Workers' Party of Bangladesh said
Dr Yunus has finally taken "a wise
decision.... ] welcome him as he has
finally realised appropriately that
those who inspired him to join
politics are no more with him," said
Menon, akeyleader of the AL-led 14-
party alliance, adding that he either
made wrong calculations or failed to
understand the reality thatled him to
retreat from politics.

But he hoped that Dr Yunus
would play a role of national guard-
ian although he was controversial by
wantingtojoin politics.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
President Hasanul Haque Inu was
astounded and surprised at Dr
Yunus' decision to retreat from
politics.

"When he decided to join politics,
we welcomed him and hoped thathe
could contribute positively in the
politics of Bangladesh. But in the
challenging arena of politics, he has
taken a quick decision forwhich Iam
really surprised and astounded,"
said Inu, also a key leader of the AL-
led 14-partyalliance.

Maj Gen (retd) ZA Khan, adviser
to the BNP chairperson, said it was a
good decision because success in
politics would be difficult without a
strongpolitical organisation.

"I hope he will contribute to the
nation without being involved in
politics as he is a highly renowned
individual all over the world," he
added.

the seven.

These businessmen were
involved in a shady deal -- sale of a
foreign tea company. The deal was
made abroad early last year in
secret, but the payment was made
from Bangladesh through illegal
channels. Law enforcement agen-
cies recently forced the business-
men to pay the amount to the
exchequer through several pay
orders.

EC to hold talks
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respond to this question now."

CEC ATM Shamsul Huda at a
meeting with the law adviser on
April 4 asked the government to
withdraw the ban on indoor poli-
tics so that EC can hold dialogue
with political parties first.

But the ban continues, and in
this situation the EC opened its
planned series of talks by holding a
discussion with eminent personal-
ities on April 26.

Sources in the caretaker govern-
ment said possibility of withdraw-
ingthe embargo soonis slim.

Meanwhile, the EC at an inter-
ministerial meeting at its secretar-
iat yesterday discussed ways to
implement its mega project for
simultaneously preparing voter list
with photographs and national
identity cards.

The EC secretary however said
the meeting was held to collect
some information from the minis-
tries and departments concerned.

Secretaries to the ministries of
home affairs, planning and LGRD,
and director generals of the bureau
of statistics, and passport director-
ate were present at the meeting
chaired by the CEC.

"Assistance from the home
ministry is required if national
identity cards are to be prepared
along with voter list as the ministry
has a project for such identity
cards," the ECsecretarysaid.

The LGRD ministry can provide
information about registration of
births and deaths to prevent dupli-
cation in preparing voter list, he
pointed out.
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Mosharraf's accomplices took Tk 7
lakh from her husband Sujan
Mondol for sending him to Italy.
Although they failed to send her
husband to the country, they
further demanded Tk 2 lakh from
herhusband.

Following the case,
Metropolitan Magistrate Mizanur
Rahman directed the officer in
charge (OC) of Jatrabari Police
Station to register the complaint as
an FIR (first information report)
uponinvestigation into the matter.
EXTORTION CASES AGAINST
MILON
Two extortion cases were filed
yesterday against ex-state minister
for education ANM Ehsanul Haque
Milon with a cognisance court in
Chandpur, reports our correspon-
dent.

Mostafa Kamal from Koroish
village in Kochua upazila and
Mohammad Shohag from Kochua
sadar filed the cases.

In the both the cases, it was
alleged that on November 22 last
year, Milon's accomplices
demanded toll from Mostafa
Kamal.

On March 25, 2005, as Kamal
refused to comply with their
demand, Milon's goons assaulted
Kamal at Koroish in Kochua. They
also assaulted Shohag at Monpura
area of Kochua.

Following the cases, the magis-
trate ordered the OC of Kochua
Police Station to investigate into
the cases.
CASEAGAINSTALAMGIR

ACC deputy directors (DD)
Sharmin Ferdousi and Jibon
Krishna Roy, also the IOs of the
case, submitted the charge sheet of
the case filed against former state
minister for planning Dr
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir with
Tejgaon Police Station on March 6.

The I0s in the charge sheet said
Alamgir committed a crime for not
disclosing accurate financial infor-
mation to both National Board of
Revenue (NBR) and the ACC since
he did not mention about his
savings balance of Tk 1.17 crore in
six fixed deposit accounts with IFIC
Bank at Karwan Bazar branch to

different bank accounts after joint
forces arrested Nasir, the IOs said.
CASEAGAINSTAMAN

ACC DDs Abdullah Al Zahid and
Jibon Krishna Roy, the 10s of the
case, submitted the charge sheet of
the case filed against former state
minister for labour and employ-
ment Amanullah Aman and his
wife Sabera with Kafrul Police
Station.

In the charge sheet, the I0s said
Aman and his wife acquired prop-
erties including house and vehicles
valued over Tk 10 crore, even
though the FIR (first information
report) of the case mentioned Tk
8.28 crore.

Itsaid there is an ample discrep-
ancy between income and expen-
diture of the former BNP lawmaker
from Keraniganj. He had made
enormous wealth through abuse of
power and bribery.

Besides, the DDs accused
Aman's wife Sabera Aman of giving
false information in her statement
tothe anti-graftbody.

ISTIAQ SADIQ'S BAIL

The same court yesterday granted
bail to owner of Sky Auto Istiaq
Sadiq, arrested along with two
others on March 7 under section
16(2) of the Emergency Power
Ordinance 2007.

This is the first time the Sessions
Courtpassed abail order.

Two others are managing direc-
tor of private satellite TV channel
ntv Enayetur Rahman and former
BNP MP Harunur Rashid from
Chapainawabganj 3 constituency.
They were arrested for tax evasion
during import of a luxurious auto-
mobile by abusing duty-free car
import privilege for members of
parliament (MP).

Harunur Rashid MP purchased
the luxury vehicle, a Hummer, on
April 25, 2005 using his duty free
privilege and sold it to Istiaq violat-
ing his bond made to the parlia-
ment that he would use it for at
least three years before handing it
over to anyone else, the police said
in the forwarding report, adding
thatIstiaq later sold it to Enayet.

Meanwhile on April 30,
National Board of Revenue (NBR)
asked all commercial banks for the
banking information of 45 people
and companies, including Jatiya
Party Chairman HM Ershad. The
rest include politicians, their rela-
tives and some real estate compa-
nies, NBR sources said.

The NBR asked for the informa-
tion of these people and compa-
nies to resolve tax cases against
them as it thinks that they have
different sources of income, but
did not show the sources in their
taxreturns, the sources added.

Chandrika
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accorded to her," a court official
said.

Three lawyers petitioned the
court last year, arguing that the
fundamental rights of the 20 mil-
lion people in Sri Lanka were vio-
lated as a result of the extravagant
spending on Kumaratunga.

The former president retained a
staff of 198 and used 36 vehicles
after she stepped down. The con-
stitution allows a former president
to use two cars and a staff of about
25.

Last year, Kumaratunga said
she had returned the gift of a prime
property located near parliament
and was moving to a state bunga-
low at Colombo's fashionable
Independence Square area.

Goalpara power
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overhauling work from today or
tomorrow after they identify the
faultsin the plant.

Currently, one 60-MW and two
28-MW barge-mounted units of
the station are also out of order.
Sources in the WZPDCL said all
efforts to improve the nagging
power crisis went in vain, as age-
old units of the station have already
lost their ability to produce at full
capacity.

The 21 districts of Khulna and
Barisal divisions and greater
Faridpur under WZPDCL were

which will affect each and every one
of us," Rice said in a speech to the
conference.

In his speech, Mottaki blamed
Iraq's turmoil on "the flawed policies
of the occupying powers" referring
totheU.S.

Iraqg has offered to mediate
between Iran and the U.S., an aide to
al-Maliki told the Associated Press,
speaking on condition of anonymity
because of the sensitivity of the
discussions.

Al-Maliki told Rice on Wednesday
that "a rapprochement must take
place between you and the nations of
the region to solve the issue of Iraq,
particularly Syria and Iran," accord-
ing to Iraqi Planning Minister Ali
Baban, a Sunni.

The U.S accuses Iran of fueling
Iraq's violence by arming and back-
ing militants there, a charge Iran
denies.

The two-day conference in this
Red Sea resort town brings together
officials from Iraq, the U.S., Iran,
Russia, China, Europe and Arab
nations.

TOP REBELLEADERKILLED

AFP reports from Baghdad: US and
Iraqi forces have killed the most
senior insurgent leader in Iraq,
Deputy Interior Minister Hussein Ali
Kamal said yesterday, in a major
victoryfor theallies' security plan.

Kamal said the militant chieftain
known as Abu Omar al-Baghdadi,
the head of the so-called Islamic
State of Iraq, was killed on

Journalists
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Day at the Jatiya Press Club yester-
day.

Chief of United Nations
Information Centre (Unic) Kazi Ali
Reza presented a keynote speech
while BFUJ President Manjurul
Ahsan Bulbul chaired the meeting.
Observer Editor Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury, former BFU]J secre-
tary general Shajahan Mia and DU]J
President Altaf Mahmud and
General Secretary Omar Farupue
spoke onthe occasion.

The union leaders said freedom
of newspapers owners and free-
dom of journalists do not carry the
same meaning. It is regretful the
journalists community is facing
difficulties due to misdeeds of

known as the Mujahedeen Shura
Council.

With Zarqawi's death in a US
airstrike in June, Baghdadi (whose
name means "Omar's father from
Baghdad") became the preeminent
leader of the insurgency in an effort
togiveitamorelIraqiface.

Zarqawi's successor at the head
of Al-Qaeda, Egyptian-born Masri,
was designate as Baghdadi's "war
minister".

On October 15, the alliance
renamed itself the Islamic State of
Iraq to confront de facto Shiite and
Kurdish states, according to
Islamist websites.

Baghdadi's Al-Qaeda and Sunni
insurgent supporters have been
blamed for a recent surge in car
bombings in Baghdad targeting the
cit&r's Shiite majority in an apparent
bid to fomentsectarian violence.

Since February 14, US and Iraqi
forces have been engaged in "Oper-
ation Fardh al-Qanoon" (Imposing
Law), under which a "surge" in
American troop reinforcements has
flooded into violentdistricts.

Thursday's announcement
came as Iraq's Prime Minister Nuri
al-Maliki met senior international
diplomats at a conference in the
Egyptian resort of Sharm el-Sheikh
to discuss ways to return his country
tostability.

Dulu
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He said primary investigation
found that Dululed the arson in the
village Ramshakazipur and Amtali
Bazar to avenge his nephew
Gama's murder on February 7,
2004. He got it all started by putting
a match to the complainant's
house.

Asaduzzaman, president of
Natore unit Jatiya Chhatra Samaj,
filed the case on February 25 this
year. The investigation of the case,
treated as a matter of public inter-
est, was completed in two months.

According to the charge sheets,
Dulu's men in his presence set fire
to at lest 37 houses and shops at
Ramshakazipur village and Amtali
Bazar, and looted valuables follow-
ing the murder of Sabbir Ahmed
Gama.

They also blasted bombs and
fired gunshots to create panic.

{ O0KeE: Former Dhaka University : i i ici some newspaper owners, the
the democrapc process and in his  Teachers' Association (Duta) sajcl}etplqlzlrcljetc(;oia?ufgﬂ' (I;Irlériﬁ?gg both NBR and the ACC. Defamation Case dismissed Z?lp%;%ivg;i?lggﬂ?ft%l:icrtré;lig added. bap ' Y This is the first charge sheet
statements, it was not spelt out  president ProfAAMS Arefin Siddique CASEAGAINSTNASIR against the former BNP lawmaker

clearly why people should choose
him, SultanaKamal said.

We should be very careful about
the demand of a competent and
honest government and the civil
society should come forward with
theideals, she pointed out.

Welcoming Dr Yunus for retreat-
ing from politics, BNP joint secre-
tary-general Nazrul Islam Khan said
as there has been lack of acceptabil-
ity of opinions of leading personali-
ties in the society due to their differ-
ent political stand and deviation, Dr
Yunus could fill the gap as an accept-
able, learned and successful person

said Dr Yunus has taken a wise deci-
sion by retreating from politics and
for this decision, the people of the
country will consider him a pride of
thenation.

"As a Nobel laureate, the people
don't want to see him in shallow-
minded politics. They want Dr Yunus
to play important roles in different
international forums as the voice of
Bangladesh," said Prof Siddique,
who among other Dhaka University
(DU) teachers had opposed Dr
Yunus be made a speaker at DU
convocation this year after he
decided tojoinpolitics.

and rules will be amended before
starting the task of preparing voter
listwith photographs.

A pilot project for studying
feasibility of the voter list project in
a rural and an urban area is
expected to start towards the end of
this month, he said.

The EC is now working for
amending the service rules for its
secretariat staff, he said. "Discrimi-
natory provisions in the service
ruleswillbeamended."

Examination of the 320 contro-

versial upazila election officers will
beheld on May 18, he said.

ACC DDs Sharmin Ferdousi and
Abdullah Al Zahid, also the IOs of
the case, submitted the charge
sheet of the case filed against
former state minister for civil
aviation and tourism Mir
Mohammad Nasiruddin and his
son Helal with Gulshan Police
Station on March 6.

In their charge sheet, the I0s
mentioned that the two accused
had accumulated assets worth over
Tk 24.39 crore through illegal
means.

Moreover, Nasir's son Helal
transferred Tk 2.83 crore from their

Another Dhaka court yesterday
dismissed the defamation case
against Kazi Tajul Islam Farugq,
who had filed a criminal case
against Awami League (AL) chief
Sheikh Hasina for extorting Tk 3
crore.

Metropolitan Magistrate AJM
Abdullahel Baqui passed the order
saying that the person who filed the
case is not a victim of losing his
reputation, name and fame.

An AL activist Munshi Raich
Uddin of Badda in the capital filed
the case with the court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate.

demand of 600 MW, a WZPDCL
source said. Khulna city received
only 53 MW against its daily
demand of 112 MW.

The 110-MW unit of Goalpara
Power Station tripped 17 times in
the last four months. Each time it
tripped it needed Tk 8 lakh for
repairs of the boiler tubes and
resume production. Yet, it failed to
continue power generation for
even three days atastretch.

Sources of Goalpara Power
Station said a full overhauling of
the 110-MW plant would cost over
Tk 150 crore.

Afghan army
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Army) bus," hesaid.

He blamed the attack, one of
a handful inside the city this year,
on the "enemies of peace and
stability in Afghanistan” -- a term
Afghan officials often use and one
generally understood to refer to
Taliban insurgents.

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid said later the extremist
movement had carried out the
attack.

under the Emergency Power Rules.

The other accused include
Dulu's two bothers, three cousins,
three nephews and one of his in-
laws, and local leaders of BNP's
student and youth wings.

Police filed another case against
Dulu for patronising the vigilante
groups of the militant outfit Jagrata
Muslim Janata, Bangladesh JM]B).
JMJB action in Rajshahi, Naogaon
and Natore started after the out-
laws popularly known as
Sarbahara killed four relatives and
friends of Dulu.
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