
Indian-American teen Sanjaya 
Malakar, whose dream run in the 
American Idol came to an end last 
week, will now be a guest at a White 
House correspondents' dinner, also 
expected to be attended by President 
George W Bush. 

The 17-year-old who survived 
several rounds in the show despite 
numerous questions being raised 
about his singing prowess, has been 
invited to the glittery event by the 
People magazine. 

"The most gushed-over guests at 
Saturday's White House Correspon-
dents' Association Dinner will be 
eclipsed by the one-name sensation 
just added to the list: Sanjaya," the 
Washington Post reports. 

Sanjaya was voted out by the viewers 
of American Idol last Wednesday, and 
Washington Post said, "People's celeb-
rity wranglers nailed his RSVP within 
hours of his boot." 

Source: Internet
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Film Screening
Films: Pather Panchali, Aparajito, Apur 
Sansar, Agantuk, Kanchenjunga, 
Charulata, Asani Sanket, Jana Aranya, 
Aranyer Din Ratri, Hirak Rajar Deshe, 
Shakha Prashakha and Ghare-Baire

Organiser: Rainbow Film Society

 Venue: Sufia Kamal Auditorium, 
National Museum

Date: April 23-25

Time: Daily at 11am, 2pm, 4pm and 
6pm

Organiser: Jahangirnagar Film Society

Date: April 23

Film: The Departed

Time: 2:30pm

Award: Oscar 2007

Film: The wind that shakes the Barley

Time: 6:30pm

Award: Cannes 2006

Venue: German Cultural Centre, 
House!0, Road 9 
Dhanmondi R/A

Organiser: Goethe- Institut 
Bangladesh in cooperation with 
Children's Film Society, Bangladesh

Date: April 26, May 31

Venue: Goethe- Institut Bangladesh 
auditorium

Time: 4:00pm

Ikebana Exhibition
Artist: Jonaky Mahmud

Venue: Conference Hall of BNCU, 
BANBESIS Bhaban, Palassy-Nilkhet

Date: April 30

Solo Art Exhibition
Title: The Forms and Poetry of Nature

Artist: Alakesh Ghosh

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts, 
House 275/F, Road 27 (old) 
Dhanmondi

Date: April 21-May 5

Time: 12pm-8pm

Photography 
Exhibition 
By the members of Muktachokh, 
Pathshala, 2007

Title: Baliyati Prashade

Venue: Alliance Francaise Gallery 
Zoom, 26 Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi

Date: April 20-May 3

Time: Saturday-Friday 9am-12pm, 
5pm-8pm

Title: Aesthetic Beauty of Trees

Photographer: Ismat Jahan

Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, House 16 
Road 36, Gulshan Avenue

Date: April 5-18

Time: 11:00am-8pm

Loko Oitijya 
Prodorshoni: 
Kantha
Organiser: Liberation War Museum

Venue: Liberation War Museum

Date: April 20-29
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PICK OF THE DAY

Half Past Dead
On AXN at 2:00pm

Genre: Action/ Thriller

Cast: Steven Seagal, Morris Chestnut

Antoraler Kotha
On Channel i at 6:20pm

Docudrama to generate 

public awareness against gender violence

FAYZA HAQ

LAKESH Ghosh, a superb 

A artist of landscapes in water 
colours, is having a solo 

exhibition featuring over a hundred 
works at the Bengal Gallery. He has 
tried his hand at oils too and this 
exhibition contains some remark-
able portraits in that media. 

"This is a country of numerous 
rivers. If I do just one painting of 
each, I will have at least a hundred 
paintings in my hand. I find water 
colour cheaper and easier to 
handle. When I paint the rivers, I 
have water easily at hand," says 
Alakesh. Sometimes he makes 
sketches before he gets on to the 
paper but often he paints directly, 
without any premeditation. He 
usually finishes his water colours in 
a day.

The artist who influences him 

most is  Mohammed Kibr ia,  
although Kibria works on abstract 
and does graphics. Apart from 
Kibria, Rafiqun Nabi and Monirul 
Islam  guided Alakesh when he 
was a student. Quamrul Hassan 
and Shafiuddin Ahmed have also 
had their influence on him. 
Recently he has been working on 
ethnic subjects, but unfortunately 
he has not been able to include 
those works in his exhibition. 

As he often works outdoors, the 
works of Van Gogh, Cezanne and 
Gauguin too have inspired him. "In 
my 40 years of painting I've painted 
what fascinated me and so I had no 
difficulty in going about my work," 
Alakesh says, "I concentrate on my 
work -- whether it be water-colour 
or pencil sketch or oil," Water-
colour remains his forte, which he 
does with speed, dexterity and 
versatility. The vistas and possibili-

ties of vast strokes make subjects 
l i k e  t h e  B u r i g a n g a  a n d  
Brahmaputra dear to him. Even 
though he does not have figures in 
his paintings, they carry an inti-
mate feeling and a personal touch.

In Khagrachari boats, sugges-
tion of people, with cliffs and trees 
in the distance and the water in 
front make up the serene imagery. 
It is in greys, blues, beige, and 
white. In Buffalo herd, the artist has 
brought in buffaloes moving 
through fields with vast washes of 
purple as the landscape at the 
back, and brown crops in the front.

Sunderbans features bushes, 
trees and roots of mangrove trees 
all amalgamated in a delightful 
profusion of light strokes of brown, 
blue, purple and red. The area of 
the water and sky are left 
untouched.

Alakesh loves to bring in the 

lanes of old Dhaka too, specially 
with the ambiance of the afternoon, 
with the rickshaws, passers-by, old 
sagging electrical wiring and bill-
boards. In Bara Katara (water 
colour) he has brought in buildings 
and houses with a series of black 
and beige strokes. Old Dhaka-2 
features a lane with overhead 
lights of shops and electrical 
riggings. Alakesh loves the jostling 
crowds, transports and draft ani-
mals just as he enjoys the banks of 
rivers, which he expresses in broad 
brush sweeps.

Alakesh Ghosh has taken part in 
joint exhibits in Japan, India and 
Bangladesh. He has participated in 
about ten workshops and art 
camps. A freelance artist, he has 
worked as a designer for Dainik 
Bangla and Bichitra.

Bangladeshi expats in Japan 
celebrated Pahela Baishakh with 
much gusto at the Shaheed Minar 
premises at Ike Bukuro Nishiguchi 
Park, Tokyo city centre recently, 
says a press release.

Over the years, the Baishakhi 
celebration accompanied by a 
curry festival has become a major 
event and congregation of Ben-
galis as well as enthusiastic 
Japanese individuals. 

Apart from performances by 
local artistes, appearances by 
noted gano sangeet artiste Fakir 
Alamgir and dancer-actress Mukti 
were major attractions of the 
event.

Among the dignitaries, the 
Bangladeshi ambassador to 
Japan, Ashraf-ud-Doula attended 
the event.

Fakir Alamgir's performance 
included his popular numbers, 
Ramnar botomul-e shajey nari 

beli phul-e, Bhalobashi Dhaka, 
Sokhina ke deshe-e rekhey and O 

Sokhina gesosh kina bhuila 
amarey.

Udichi Shilpi Gosthi (USG) UK in 
London, celebrated Pahela 
Baishakh, the first day of Bangla 
New Year, says a press release. 
The day was a rare treat for Ben-
gali expats living in the UK. 

The celebrations (on April 14) 
kicked off with members of Udichi 

bringing out a colourful rally from 
Altaf Ali Park (East London). The 
rally ended at Whitechapel Art 
Gallery. Slogan of this year's 
celebration was Muchhey Jaak 
Glani Ghuchey Jaak Jora.

The cultural programme at the 
festival featured group and solo 

dance performances, recitation 
and music by students of Udichi 
School of Performing Arts. Senior 
artistes of Udichi, UK also per-
formed at the event.

Pitha, payesh, panta and Ilish 
were special attractions at the 
festival.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Nimai Mondal recently won plau-
dits for his role in a TV commer-
cial of Grameen Phone (GP) 
directed by Mustafa Sarwar 
Farooki. The commercial, on the 
theme of International Mother 
Language  Day,  touched  a  
responsive chord with the audi-
ence. Since 1996, Nimai has 

been working as a senior copy-
writer in an advertising firm. He 
holds a bachelor's degree in 
Bangla literature from Dhaka 
University.

Talking about his entry into 
modeling, he says, “Ever since 
my college days, I was into extra-
curricular activities like stage 
shows and poetry recitation. I got 
into modeling by chance. Last 

year I dropped in my curriculum 
vitae at an advertising firm. The 
firm selected me for the charac-
ter of a gardener in the GP com-
mercial, which got me a good 
amount of recognition." 

Asked about the reason for 
success, he says, “I often wonder 
how it went on to be so popular but 
have never been able to really 
figure it out. It could be that 
Bangladeshis have strong emo-
tional ties with their country.”

Talking about his writing and 
poetry-reciting career, he says, “I 
had the rare opportunity to meet 
the pioneers in the recitation 
arena in Bangladesh such as 
Naren Biswas, Qazi Arif and 
Pragna Laboni, as well as noted 
writers. It inspired me to follow 
suit.  My first poetry album titled 
Anonto Trishna was released in 
1996. I followed it up with a book 
ca l led  Abr i t t i r  Ko lakousha l  
(1997), which was published by 
Bangla Academy."  

On his dream roles, he says, "I 
haven' t  g iven i t  a  ser ious 
thought. But I would like to do a 
variety of roles in quality films 
and TV plays -- be it comedy, 
action, thriller, or drama. In a 
nutshell, any role with substance 
interests me."

Exhibition

Alakesh's pristine washes 

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Banglavision will air Phoring 
Bondhu tonight at 8:55pm, in its 
drama of the week slot. Written by 
Azad Abul Kalam the play is 
directed by Ripon Nabi.

The play centres on Idris, a villager 
who moves to Dhaka in search of 
livelihood. He contacts Shilu, his 
childhood friend. Shilu who now goes 
by the name Selina Rahman, is wife 
to rich businessman Zubaer 
Rahman. Seeing Idris at her office, 
Selina becomes a little perturbed but 
assures him that she would do some-
thing for him. Idris gets a job and the 
story unfolds.

The  p lay  fea tu res  B i jo r i  
Barkatullah, Arman Pervez Murad 
and Shoeb Islam in the lead roles.

Riding the ad wave
In conversation with Nimai Mondal

Sanjaya Malakar 
to dine with 
George Bush

Celebration in Tokyo

Udichi's cultural programme in UK

Pahela Baishakh around the world

'Phoring Bondhu': Drama of the week on 
Banglavision
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