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Lecture
Nasrin Haq Memorial Lecture 2007/1414 
will be held commemorating her first 
anniversary of death. Venue: National 
Museum auditorium. Time: 4:00pm.

Road Safety Week 
The inaugural ceremony of the first 
United Nations Global Road Safety 
Week will be held. Venue: Bangladesh 
College of Physicians and Surgeons 
(BCPS) auditorium. Time: 11:00am.

Workshop
South Asia Partnership (SAP) organises 
a workshop titled 'The role of marriage 
registrars and matchmakers'. Venue: 
Cirdap auditorium. Time: 9:30am.

Art competition
Save Environment Movement organises 

a children's art competition. Venue: 
Mirpur Ward no 7 Shishu Park. Time: 
4:00pm.

Roundtable
A roundtable titled 'Measures to be taken 
for an effective Union Parishad' will be 
held. Venue: National Press Club. Time: 
10:00am.

Convention
Bangladesh Cotton and Text i le 
Convention 2006 will begin. Venue: 
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.

Lecture
Women and Gender Studies department 
of Dhaka University (DU) organises a 
lecture on 'Authorisation'. Venue: RC 
Majumdar auditorium. Time: 3:00pm.

T O D A Y

DHAKA

STAR REPORT

At least nine people were killed 
and 32 injured in separate road 
a c c i d e n t s  i n  H a b i g a n j ,  
Keraniganj, Brahmanbaria and 
Khagrachhari  yesterday and on 
Saturday night.

UNB from Habiganj reports: Five 
people were killed and 11 others 
injured as a truck ploughed through 
a tea stall at Chaltatola in Bahubal 
upazila on Dhaka-Sylhet road 
yesterday.

Four of the deceased were 
identified as Shibu Biswas, 55, of 
Kharia village, college student 
Faisal, 18, of Noagaon village, 
rickshaw-puller Abid Ali of Manikpur 
village and Oli Mia. The identity of 
another man, aged about 25, could 
not be known immediately.

Local sources said the goods-
laden truck rammed into the tea 
stall at about 10:15am, leaving four 
people dead on the spot as its driver 
lost control over the steering. 

Seven of the injured were 
rushed to the upazila health com-
plex from where six were shifted to 

UNB, New Delhi 

Working in shifts throughout the 
day instead of a normal day job 
could shorten your life span, a 
study has found.

A study of 3,912 day workers 
and 4,623 shift workers of the 
South Eastern Central Railway in 
Nagpur showed the former lived 
3.94 years longer than their coun-
terparts on shift duties, said the 
study by Atanu Kumar Pati of the 
School of Life Sciences in Pandit 
Ravishankar Shukla University, 
Raipur.

"Though the study was con-
ducted on railway employees, it 
can also be applied to workers in 
other sectors, including the BPO 
industry," said Pati from Raipur 
according to a report run by PTI on 

Sunday.
Shift work affects the circadian 

rhythm, the 24-hour cycle in the 
physiological  processes of  
humans that leads to several 
sleep-related and social problems.

Circadian rhythms are impor-
tant in determining the sleeping 
and feeding patterns of all animals, 
including humans. Brain wave 
activity, hormone production, cell 
regeneration and other biological 
activities are linked to this daily 
cycle.

Pati and his colleague K Venu 
Achari analysed a database of 
dates of death, retirement and 
death of each worker and pub-
lished their findings in the latest 
issue of "Current Science".

They also studied data on 
deaths due to all causes of 594 

railway employees, including 282 
day workers and 312 shift workers, 
over a span of 25 years. The cause 
of death was not documented in 
the database.

An analysis of the data showed 
that day workers tend to live 3.94 
years longer than counterparts 
working in shifts.

All day workers performed duty 
between 9:00am and 6:00pm with 
an hour-long lunch break at 
1:00pm and included those on 
office job and doing miscellaneous 
duties, the study said.

Those coming for shift duties 
worked in a rotating system con-
sisting of a day shift (8:00am to 
4:00pm), first night (4:00pm to 
midnight) and second night (mid-
night to 8:00am).

They worked in each shift con-

tinuously for six days and had a 
single day break before resump-
tion of the next shift.

The shift workers included 
running staff, gangmen and those 
doing miscellaneous jobs.

"The longevity of each worker 
was computed from the dates of 
birth, retirement and death," Pati 
said.

The researchers cited a num-
ber of animal studies that docu-
mented the life-shortening effects 
of weekly shifting of light-dark 
cycles.

It has been argued that these 
effects could be mediated through 
disruption of the circadian rhythm. 
Lighting schedule manipulation 
has also been reported to produce 
detrimental effects on the lifespan 
of insects.

Working in shifts shortens life span 

Cambridge varsity 
introduces Maissa 
Karim Scholarship
Cambridge University's prestigious 
Judge Schoo l  o f  Bus iness  
announced the establishment of 
D i r e c t o r ' s  M a i s s a  K a r i m  
Scholarship to honour Maissa 
Karim, says a press release. 

A greatly valued member of the 
MBA class of 2005-2006 and a 
Director Scholarship holder, Maissa 
was studying at the Judge School of 
Business when she had a relapse of 
a major illness and passed away 
peacefully in her sleep on the July 5, 
2006 at the age of 31.

The Director's Maissa Karim 
Scholarship will be offered as a 
supplement  to  a Di rector 's  
Scholarship to an outstanding 
candidate whose financial circum-
stances are such they would be 
unable to join Cambridge MBA 
programme. This would be the 
second highest non-corporate 
scholarship at the Judge School of 
Business.

Maissa Karim graduated from 
School of Oriental and African 
Studies, University of London and 
additionally held a Masters degree 
in Mass Communications from 
Boston University. She worked in 
various capacities in major compa-
nies in both London and New York 
b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  t h e  M B A 
programme at Cambridge.

Death anniversary
Today is the 23rd death anniversary 
of Justice Abdul Jabbar Khan, 
former speaker of Pakistan National 
Assembly, says a press release.

He died at his residence in 
Gulshan on this day in 1984. 

On the occasion, family mem-
bers will offer fateha at his grave and 
a doa mahfil will be held in his village 
in Baherchor Khudrokhati. A memo-
rial meeting will also be held at 
Kedarpur in Babuganj organised by 
Justice Abdul Jabbar Khan Public 
Library. 

Satyaranjan Dashgupta

Today is the 4th 
death anniver-
s a r y  o f  
S a t y a r a n j a n  
Dashgupta of 
Barisal, says a 
press release. 

O n  t h e  
o c c a s i o n ,  a  

prayer will be organised at the 
residence of Gaila Dash.

Obituary
Abul Hossain Mondol, father of 
Md.Rustom Ali Mondol, treasurer of 
Dinajpur Press Club, passed away 
at his residence at Shampur village 
on Saturday night at the age of 70, 
says a press release. 

He left behind his three sons and 
four daughters to mourn his death.

He was laid to rest at his family 
graveyard yesterday Sunday.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

A five-day training course on com-
bating malnutrition began in the city 
yesterday.

Agriculture and Livestock 
Adviser Dr CS Karim inaugurated 
the course titled 'Regional Training 
Course in Asia and the Pacific: 
Focus on interventions to combat 
under-nutrition during early life' at 
the Sasakawa Training Centre 
auditorium of ICDDR,B.

A total of 30 scientists from 12 
countries of the region including 
Bangladesh are taking part in the 
training supported by International 
Atomic Energy Association (IAEA).

Speaking on the occasion as 
chief guest the adviser appreciated 
IAEA for promoting stable isotopes 
technique to combat malnutrition. 

The technique will help develop 
and monitor nutrition programmes 
in developing countries including 
Bangladesh, he added.

Speaking as special guest, 
S c i e n c e  a n d  Te c h n o l o g y  
Secretary SM Wahid-uz-Zaman, 

referred to micronutrient deficien-

cies in the country and mentioned 

government's initiatives in this 

regard.

He said the government has 

made iodisation of salt mandatory 

and distributed vitamin A capsules 

to the poor.

Dr Lena Davidson of IAEA high-

lighted the role of his organisation in 

child nutrition programme across 

the world, the use of stable isotopes 

to measure intake of breast milk by 

infants and how this research may 

allow scientists to produce 'comple-

mentary feeding guidelines' for 

infant and young children.

Dr David A Sack, executive 

director, and Dr Tahmeed Ahmed, 

head of Nutrition Programme of 

ICDDR,B, and Dr Shafiqul Islam 

Bhuiyan, chairman, and Dr Farid 

Uddin Ahmed, course director of 

Bang ladesh Atomic  Energy  

Commission (BAEC) also spoke on 

the occasion.

PHOTO: STAR

Schoolgirls try to avoid inhaling the stinking air from garbage left on Mirpur Mazar Road in the city. The picture was taken yesterday.

'Nasreen remains 
alive through 
ActionAid work' 

ActionAid Bangladesh (AAB) organ-
ised an award ceremony titled 
"Nasreen Memorial Award 2007" at 
a convention centre in the city 
yesterday to mark the first death 
anniversary of Nasreen Huq, former 
country director of AAB and a dedi-
cated human rights activist, says a 
press release. 

Nasreen's mother Poet Zaheda 
Khanam was the chief guest of the 
ceremony while renowned freedom 
fighter and sculptor Ferdousi 
Priyobhashini attended it as special 
guest. 

Zaheda in her address said 
Nasreen would always be alive 
through the work of ActionAid in 
bringing to light the rights of the 
poorest and the marginalised and 
freeing the society from the chains 
of oppression. 

Six voluntary activists, based on 
their performance in combating 
social injustices and contribution in 
societal change, were honoured at 
the ceremony.

The awardees are Ajoy A Mree 
for Adivashi rights, Saleha Begum 
for education of children in river 
island areas, Abdul Karim for teach-
ing of the disabled, Shamima Akhter 
for acid survivor rights, Momtaj 
Begum for sex workers rights and 
Nazneen Akhter for journalism.

AAB's Interim Country Director 
Shoaib Siddiqui in his welcome 
address said, "All the issues that 
have been awarded were all issues 
close to Nasreen Apa's heart."

In the afternoon, the conference 
room of the AAB office was dedi-
cated in the name of Nasreen Huq 
and was inaugurated by her mother.

9 killed in road accidents

Says study 

Decision to lay 
off 4 jute mills 
condemned
Bangladesh Workers' Party politburo 
members condemned the decision to 
lay off four state-owned mills of 
Khulna industrial belt, says a press 
release.

They also criticised the police 
abuse on jute mill workers and their 
wards.

In a statement, they said the 
caretaker government had ignored 
the demands to keep the production 
at the four jute mills running and allot 
money in order to pay off the arrears 
of the employees and the workers. 

The politburo members alleged 
that the caretaker government's main 
agenda has been to carry out the 
instructions of World Bank and IM 
and to achieve this goal, the care-
taker government not only laid off the 
workers of the mills but they also 
started persecuting the workers to 
end their resistance. 

They also demanded the care-
taker government change its anti-jute 
industry policy and called for resump-
tion of operations at the four jute mills.

The politburo members called for 
an immediate end to the persecution 
on the jute mill workers by the admin-
istration and asked the authorities to 
take actions against the real default-
ers. 

Training course on combating 
malnutrition begins in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Politicians and members of civil 
society at a roundtable yesterday 
welcomed the draft reform propos-
als of the Election Commission (EC) 
on electoral laws, but strongly 
recommended measures ensuring 
accountability and transparency of 
civil and police administration 
involved in electoral process.

They said officials of police and 
civil administration involved in 
electoral process should submit 
their wealth statements, as politi-
cians or their parties have the scope 
for poll rigging with their assistance. 

The roundtable titled 'Reform 
proposals: Present thoughts' was 
organised by Shushashoner 
Janney Nagorik (Shujon) at the 
National Press Club in the city.

The speakers also suggested 
immediate dialogue with the politi-
cal parties and civil society mem-
bers for some additions and omis-
sions in reform proposals.

“I welcome the provision for 
registration of political parties, but 
there should be check and balance 
of power in the EC so that the 

political parties do not become 
weak,” said Jatiya Party leader GM 
Quader while talking to journalists 
on the sideline of the roundtable.

"There might be different types 
of problems if the EC is given much 
power," he added. 

GM Quader said, “The political 
parties adopt irregularities with the 
help of the police and civil adminis-
tration. This must be stopped. 
There is however no such proposal 
in the draft.”

He said if congenial environ-
ment is created, a candidate even 
does not need to spend Tk 5 lakh 
for election publicity.

Registration of political parties 
will help bring financial transpar-
ency with regard to politicians, but 
the declaration of wealth state-
ments by the deputy commission-
ers, officers-in-charge and police 
superintendents, who assist the 
electoral process, should also be 
made mandatory, said Awami 
League (AL) leader Dr Abdur 
Razzak.

He said stringent laws could be 
formulated to regulate the student 
fronts of political parties, but other 

front organisations should be 
there, at least for decentralisation 
of political power.

Justice Qazi Ebadul Haque said 
the EC should make it mandatory 
that only those parties, which will 
not have any front organisations, 
will be eligible for registration. 

“The professional bodies will be 
organised only for professional 
causes,” he said, adding that front 
organisations of the professional 
bodies highly politicise the admin-
istration and thus divide the nation. 

“At present, the student organi-
sations are nothing but sources of 
extortion and power,” he added.

Shujon Secretary Dr Badiul 
Alam Majumder in his keynote 
presentation proposed publication 
of all information about the candi-
dates as soon as the EC gets them. 

He regretted that the EC had 
proposed nothing for bringing it out 
of the control of the Prime 
Minister's Office and making it 
financially independent. 

Dr Alam proposed for electoral 
tribunals with retired judges for 
speedy disposal of electoral dis-
putes saying that it is not possible to 

Ensure accountability of admin 
involved in electoral process
Speakers tell roundtable 

impose timeline on the High Court 

for disposal of cases of such nature.

The EC has also not proposed 

any measures for stopping the use 

of muscle and money power in the 

election, he said, adding that the EC 

should supervise printing of election 

posters and organise the projection 

meetings with  continuous monitor-

ing of the expenditures of candi-

dates and political parties. 

Dr Alam proposed that the politi-

cal parties should operate all finan-

cial transactions through bank 

accounts and publish the audited 

accounts annually. 

To resist nomination business, 

the primary members of political 

parties should play their due role, he 

noted.

“We should encourage inde-

pendent and neutral candidates, as 

most voters support the major 

political parties for vested interests,” 

the Shujon chief added. 

Former adviser to caretaker govern-

ment ASM Shahjahan suggested 

measures for instant punishment to law 

enforcers and other officials who will 

violate electoral rules.

Demanding mobile courts in 

such cases, M Hamid, a cultural 

personality, said the whole activities 

of the elected representatives 

should be well defined so that they 

cannot abuse political power for 

personal gains.

AL leader Abul Mal Abdul Muhit 

alleged that the EC is killing time for 

reforming the electoral laws. 

This is the other name of delay-

ing the election, he added. 

“A non-elected government, 

whatever popularity it may have, is 

liable to act on its own will,” he said. 

Brotee Chief Executive Officer 

Sharmeen Murshid said the EC 

should also think about the elections 

of local government bodies while 

reforming electoral laws.

Columnists Syed Abul Maksud 

and AZM Abdul Ali, Air Vice Marshal 

(retd) AG Mahmud, Dr Zafarullah 

Chowdhury of Gonoshashthya 

Kendra, Barrister Harunur Rashid 

and Journalist Rafiqul Haque 

Sarker also spoke at the roundtable 

moderated by former adviser to 

caretaker government M Hafizuddin 

Khan.

PHOTO: STAR

Former adviser to caretaker government M Hafizuddin Khan speaks at a roundtable at National Press Club in the city 
yesterday. On his right are former adviser to caretaker government ASM Shahjahan and Dr Zafarullah Chowdhury 
and on his left are columnist Syed Abul Maksud, Justice Qazi Ebadul Haque and Shujon Secretary Dr Badiul Alam 
Majumder.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox' Bazar 

A new meteorological radar station 
has been inaugurated in Cox's 
Bazar yesterday. 

J a p a n e s e  A m b a s s a d o r  
Masayuki Inoue and Secretary to 
the Ministry of Defence Kamrul 
Hasan formally inaugurated the 
station at a function at a hotel in 
Cox's Bazar.

On the occasion, Kamrul said 
this modern radar system would 
lead to uninterrupted monitoring of 
tropical cyclones in the Bay of 
Bengal and predict the landfall of 
tropical cyclones with sufficient lead 
time.

He hoped that the new radar 
system would contribute greatly 
towards the safety of lives and 
properties and help sustain the 
socioeconomic development of 
Bangladesh.

He said we received assistance 
a n d  g u i d a n c e  f r o m  Wo r l d  
Meteorological  Organisat ion 
(WMO) and friendly countries like 
Japan during the last three 
decades.

J a p a n e s e  A m b a s s a d o r  

Masayuki Inoue said since Japan 
like Bangladesh suffers from fre-
quent natural disasters, the people 
of Japan are sympathetic to the 
sufferings of Bangladeshi people. 

Therefore, we provided assis-
tance in construction of 81 cyclone 
shelters, radar systems and today's 
new one, he added.

Inoue also said 'I believe this 
new radar will go a long way serving 
its due purposes, and act as a 
symbol of perpetual and sustained 
Japan-Bangladesh friendship.'

Under the first phase of a 
Japanese grant assistance of Tk 49 
crore, the government has con-
structed new radar tower buildings 
and installed new radar systems on 
the premises of Cox's Bazar 
Meteorological Radar Stations so 
as to construct new Storm Warning 
C e n t r e  a t  B a n g l a d e s h  
Meteorological Department Head 
Office in Dhaka. 

Dr Samarendra Karmakar, 
d i r e c t o r  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  
Meteorological Department, and 
Nobuko Kayashima, resident 
r ep resen ta t i ve  o f  J ICA i n  
Bangladesh, were also present at 
the inaugural ceremony.

New radar station 
opens in Cox's Bazar

Sylhet Osmani Medical College 
Hospital as their condition deterio-
rated. Oli Mia succumbed to his 
injuries in the afternoon.

Another report from Keraniganj 
adds: Two people were killed and 
15 others injured when a BRTC bus 
plunged into a roadside ditch at 
Kadampur in South Keraniganj on 
Dhaka-Mawa highway on Saturday 
night.

Local people said the BRTC bus 
with 42 passengers left Mawa Ghat 
for Dhaka at about 11:15pm. The 
bus plunged into the roadside ditch 
at Kadampur area, leaving bus 
helper Badshah, 23, and supervisor 
Syed, 24, dead on the spot and 15 
passengers injured as its driver lost 
control over the steering.

Of the injured, eight were rushed 
to Mitford Hospital while the rest 
were released after first aid.

Police sent the bodies to morgue 
for autopsy yesterday. Police 
seized the bus but the driver man-
aged to escape.

Our Correspondent  f rom 
Brahmanbaria adds: One person 
was crushed under the wheels of a 
bus yesterday while he was trying 
to get down from it at Kharera bus 
stand under Kashba upazila. 

The dead was identified as Md 
Azad, 35, son of Abdul Awal of 
Monderpur village in Kashba 

upazila.
According to eyewitness, Azad 

was  re tu rn i ng  home  f r om  
Brahmanbaria by a Kashba Kuti 
bound local bus.

The accident occurred while he 
was trying to get down from the 
speeding bus, leaving Azad dead 
on the spot.

Azad's family members said 
helper of the bus pushed him down 
from the bus after an altercation 
with him over the fare.

Our  cor respondent  f rom 
Khagrachhari adds: One woman 
was killed and six others were 
injured in a road accident when a 
passenger jeep fell into a roadside 
ditch at Bajendra Karbari para 
under Matiranga upazila here 
yesterday. 

The dead was identified as 
Satibala Tripura, 35, and the injured 
are Tempu Laxmi Tripura, 40, 
Samirta Bala Tripura, 30, Chandra 
Tripura, 45, Bishanna Tripura, 35, 
Ziban Kanai, 21, and Nila Prava 
Tripura, 40.

The injured were rushed to the 
Khagrachhari Adhunik Sadar 
Hospital.

Police said the Khagrachhari-
bound jeep fell into the ditch at 
around 9:00am as its driver lost 
control over the steering.

Five injured in 
clash at 
Sadarghat 
launch terminal
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Five people were injured in a clash 
between Sadarghat  Launch 
Owners' Association and Transport 
Workers' Association at Sadarghat 
in the city yesterday.

The injured were identified as 
Hazi Abdul Wahab Melkar, Jamal 
Hossain, Bacchu Mia, Ali Mia and 
Muhammad Shuman.

Jamal is now undergoing treat-
ment at Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital while others were rushed to 
different city hospitals.

Sources said passengers of 
'Sadia' exchanged heated words 
with coolies over carrying their 
goods when the launch harboured 
at Sadarghat launch terminal at 
about 7:00am.

At a point, Jamal Hossain, son of 
the owner of Sadia, came to medi-
ate between the parties, which led to 
a clash between two groups loyal to 
Sadarghat  Launch Owners '  
Association and Transport Workers' 
Association. 

At about 9:00am there was 
another spell of fighting between the 
parties. 

40 injured as 
madrasa boys 
clash at Sylhet 
trade fair 
 STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

At least 40 people, including 30 
students and 10 security personnel, 
were injured in a clash between a 
group of students of Sylhet 
Government Alia Madrasa and 
security men at a trade fair at the 
madrasa maidan yesterday after-
noon. 

Four stalls were also vandalised 
during the incident. 

Sources said, two students of 
Alia madrasa tried to enter the trade 
fair without ticket at about 2:30pm, 
and the security men took the boys 
to the security camp at the venue 
and kept them confined. 

On information, about 30 to 40 
agitated students with sticks from 
the nearby madrasa hostel went to 
the venue and ransacked the ticket 
counter and locked in clash with the 
security men there. 

They also vandalised four stalls 
and managed to free their fellows. 

Later, the law enforcers brought 
the situation under control. 

The month-long fair was organ-
ised by Sylhet Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (SCCI) on 
April 10. 


	Page 1

