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Transition of an artist

Theatre
Play: Shikhondi Katha

Troupe: Mohakal Natyo Shaomprodaya

Venue: Mahila Samity stage
Date: April 21
Time: 6:30pm

Photography
Exhibition

By the members of Muktachokh,
Pathshala, 2007

Title: Baliyati Prashade

Venue: Alliance Francaise Gallery
Zoom, 26 Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi
Date: April 20-May 3

Time: Saturday-Friday 9am-12pm,
5pm-8pm

Solo Art Exhibition

Title: The Forms and Poetry of Nature

Artist: Alakesh Ghosh
Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,

House 275/F, Road 27 (old) Dhanmondi

Date: April 21-May 5
Time: 12pm-8pm

Loko Oitijya
Prodorshoni:
Kantha

Organiser: Liberation War Museum
Venue: Liberation War Museum
Date: April 20-29

Songs of Tagore
Dhora Dao Drishtir Bondhone
Organiser: Nandan

Venue: Chhayanat Sangskriti Bhaban
Date and Time: April 21, at 6:30pm

Musical Soiree
Organiser. Somogeet Sangskriti
Prangon, Dhaka

Venue: Bottala, Dhaka University
Campus

Date and Time: April 21 at 10:00am

Group Exhibition
Organiser: Art & Soul Gallery
Venue: Art & Soul Gallery

Date: April 20-29

Time: 5:30pm

Exhibition

Title: The Story of Lost Painting

Artist: Nikhil Chandra Das

Venue: Gallery Chitrak, Road 4, House
21 Dhanmondi R/A

Date: April 21-30

Time: 10am-8pm

Title: The Forms and Poetry of Nature

Artist: Alakesh Ghosh
Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,

House 275/F, Road 27 (old) Dhanmondi

Date: April 21-May 5
Time: 12pm-8pm

Film Screening
Organiser: Goethe- Institut
Bangladesh in cooperation with
Children's Film Society, Bangladesh
Venue: Goethe- Institut Bangladesh
auditorium.

Date: April 26, May 31

In conversation with Mohammed Solaiman Kabir Reeshe

Artworks by Reeshe

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

HEN asked about the
response to his second
solo exhibition Safe

Passage at Dhaka's Alliance
Francaise Zoom Gallery, artist
Mohammed Solaiman Kabir Reeshe
smilingly says that, “It elicited the
expected reaction from my contem-
poraries.” He talked through the
paintings, but what is more fascinat-
ing is Reeshe's take on life and how it
has affected his work, which he
considers “poetry with elements of
art.”

Reeshe transferred from
Charukala to Indiana State University
in 1989. To leave Bangladesh for
Terrehaute seemed a natural pro-
gression. Following a couple of
semesters funded by driving a cab,
he moved on to the Pennsylvania
Academy of Fine Arts, the America's
first art school. A place at Cornell had
to be rejected due to lack of funds, but
this did little to deter Reeshe, who
promptly moved to New York. “Mod-
ern art happened in New York after
the Second World War; it was the
perfect place for an artist.” Here, in
the heart of arty Williamsburg, Brook-
lyn, he setup ashop.

In 1993 Reeshe had his first solo
exhibition at the Tomkins Square
Gallery in East Village. Reviews
appeared in New York based
Bangladeshi media and local news-
papers like the Village Voice. It was at
this time that he coined Hyper Plastic
Reality, referring to the sometimes-
jaded view oflife in the City.

Group shows followed for a few
years thereafter; his paintings were
taken to Paris by an American art
dealer. Reeshe's quiet confidence in
his own work enabled him to feel
comfortable in participating in such
shows. Living in New York was easy,
as Reeshe did not feel the culture to
be alien. “Art transcends all barriers;
itwas not hard to find commonalities,”
he explains. Working on 86th Street
on the Upper East Side, selling
paintings to locals, Reeshe was once

arrested for “free expression” without
apermit, but was quickly released.

Twelve years to get into America,
in particular NYC, of which the last
two were spent in an attempt to
detach himself. The events following
the September 11 attacks hastened
his departure and Reeshe returned to
Dhakain February 2002.

While there was no culture shock
moving West, Reeshe's homecom-
ing was harsh. It was a while before
he could adjust to his new environ-
ment. Reeshe felt that his presence
changed society in some small way;
the ‘“ripple effect” that causes a
person to affect the nextand soon.

The last five years have been a
spiritual homecoming in more ways
than one and his epiphany of finding
his soul outweighs the suffering
borne en route. His maxim is “tech-
nique can be learnt from an art insti-
tute, but art is really learnt from
society. His artis a visual diary trying
to understand life, searching for a
“home within home.” The diary
chronicles this journey and marks
Reehse's emotional passages. His
homecoming Nirvana has been
“more than worth it’; at last he is at
harmony with himself and the world.

A first solo exhibition entitled
“Beholding Reality” was held earlier
this year at the Dots Contemporary
Arts Centre in Dhaka. “When lov-
ingly held, even mundane existence
becomes an eternity; when you
accept love, the moment becomes
eternity”, believes Reeshe.

Going to the US was an integral
part of Reeshe's journey; the artist in
him was born in New York. He feels
obligated to the US and would wel-
come an opportunity to pay homage
to the country, to paint once more on
the streets of New York.

Chalachchitram celebrates S D

Burman's 100th anniversary
Nasimul Mahbub's debut album launched

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

To celebrate S D Burmab's 100th birth anni-
versary, Chalachchitram Film society
arranged an album launch programme at
the Russian Centre for Science and Culture
on April 19. The album Ganer Koli Shurer
Duuri is a tribute to the legendary musician
and features 15 songs of S D Burman, all
sung by Nasimul Mahbub Rubel. Renowned
singer Syed Abdul Hadi unveiled the album.

Morshedul Islam of Chalachchitram Film
society said that he knows Nasimul Mahbub
Rubel as a student of Pharmacy in Dhaka
University and the artiste is well known for
his singing skills.

Kazi Md. Arif of the Mirzapur Cadet Asso-
ciation said that he started enjoying S D
Burman's songs at a very early age when
he, like others his age, did not always

Syed Abdul Hadi said that his memories
related to S D Burman songs go way back.

Nasimul Mahboob Rubel said that he was
hoping to have a music album of his own for
a long time. He said that he had won prizes
at singing competitions but that he did not
get him the necessary exposure. Encour-
aged by his parents, he studied music under
Syed Mahmudur
Mohammed, Shudhin Das and Nilima Das.

The artiste also performed live at the
album launch. Renditions included: Ganer
koli shurer duuri, Tumi aar nei shai tumi and
Jhilmil jhilmil.

The album features songs -- Ghat-e
lagayia deenga, Ankhi duti jhorey, Bodhugo
e modhu mash, Mono dilona bodhu, Ke jash
rey, Ajo akashero patho bahi, Duur kono

Hassan, Ustad Phul

and SURMA

AHSAN HABIB

Eminent as well as young and
upcoming singers and dancers of
Bangladesh, many of whom are
trained in India performed at the
Osmani Memorial Hall on April 19.
The event titled Dakhina Pabaney
- Prokhor Tapaney was a musical
celebration of spring. The
programme was jointly organised
by Indian Cultural Centre, Dhaka
and Students United for Research
in Musical Activities (SURMA).
Indian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Pinak Ranjan
Chakraborty spoke at the
programme. Eminent litterateur
Dr Anisuzzaman was the chief
guest. Ajit Gupte, the counsellor of
Indian High Commission deliv-
ered the welcome speech. The
speakers expressed that India
and Bangladesh have a shared
cultural legacy and people of the
two countries celebrate different
seasons with much gusto and
enthusiasm. They also hoped that
such programmes would
strengthen cultural ties between
the two neighbouring countries.

The colourful cultural
programme was directed by
Professor Dr. Mridul Kanti
Chakrobarty. A choral rendition of
the Tagore song Dokhin haowa
jago jago (by members of
SURMA) accompanied by dance
(by Minu Haque's troupe) started

Celebrating spring and its
splendour

Music and dance by Indian Cultural Centre

Mita Haque sings at the programme

the programme. Sharmin Sathi
Islam presented a solo rendition of
Atul Prasad's song Jago boshonto
jago. Bhaswar Bandyopadhyay
recited from Tagore's Hori Khela.
Noted artiste Mita Haque

Dancers during a Kathak performance

rendered a Tagore song from
Geeto Bitan -- Aaj dokhin pobon-
e. Rachna Sinha & students of
Indian Cultural Centre presented
a Kathak-based performance Holi
rang layee re. Reenat Fauzia
played raga Misra Pilu on sitar.
Celebrating the love of Radha

PHOTO: STAR

and Krisna, Tamanna Rahman
and her troupe presented Basanta
Rash -- a beautiful Manipuri dance
usually performed at the 'Rash’
festival.

Bulbul Islam performed a
Tagore song, Prakharo tapano
tapey. It was followed by Ami robo
na robo na grih-e, a wedding song
widely popular in the Sylhet
region. The song, accompanied
with dance, was presented by the
members of SURMA.

A fast-paced Rajasthani folk
dance, expressing the flamboyant
colours of Falgun, delighted the
audience. The group dance was
choreographed by Pandit Kishan
Mohan Mishra.

The choral rendition of Choligo
choligo jai go choley bade fare-
well to spring and the last song
Esho hey baishakh ushed in the
new year and it the promises it
brings.

Although some of the perfor-
mances were highly appreciated,
many among the audience com-
plained that the evening was
disrupted with lack of coordina-
tion. People were seen walking
about in the background, on
stage, while dancers and singers
were performing. The queue of
the performances was not fol-
lowed at times and certain perfor-
mances were not up to the mark.

Perhaps the organisers would
pay more attention to details in
future.

Artistes of 'Surer
Chhoya Sangeet
Niketon' perform folk
songs at the five-day-
long Boishakhi Mela
organised recently by
Bogra Theatre at
Edward Park premises
inBogra
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