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Same reliable sources have
informed the government that
Awami League President Sheikh
Hasing, now on a personal visit to
the Unlted States, might return to

“the country on April 23, 2007, It
should be mentioned here that In
the recent past, the law and order
had been distupted while national

= security.and the economic climate’
had been jeopardized In a period of
anarchy brought on by non-stop
and frresponsible agitation and
disorderly ncts of Awami League
and other political partles under
her leadership. Inevitably, it all led
to declaration of the state of emer-

goncy.
Besides, she has made provoca.

‘

tive and maliclous statements :
against the present caretaker gov-

ernmeni and law enforcement
agencles at different meetings and
in national and international
mediawhile stayingoverseas.
Under the circumstances, if

Sheikh Hasina returns, she might :

seek to make provocative remarks
like she did before, and create
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Govt blocks Hasina's return

Determined to rid politics of two most powerful womé_n;

Govt blacks out !

I Flasina's views i

Joy says Hasina to reach Dhaka Ap

i123

willtake aBritish Alrwaysfiight,

For the first time anything like this s

ty ;-."_f'befalling the two battling parties that hold -
.« way over about 75 percent of ¥oters, What |
happens next to the organisations or thelr

virtually - leaders with noses bloodied in the ongoing

KhaledaZiasettogointgexile, =~

Law Adviser barrister Mainul Hosein told
BBC Bangla Service last night that in case the
AL chiefreturns legal measures will have to be
taken against her, The government has
already requested different alrlines not to
carry herhome. i L

He added, "Though there are criminal

- cases against her, we don't want a leader of

herstatureto bein trouble,”

Meantime, talking to The Daily Star over
telephone last night, Hasina's son Sajib
WazedJoy said, "She will return on April 23."

According to party sources, the former
premier will fly to London this morning and
there she will attend a number of
programmes before leaving for Dhaka, She

- drive to purge politics of corruption is an

‘openquestion, .
. The latest twist came only a day after two

- advisers--Mainul Hoseln and MA Matin--had

sald that Hasina was free to fly In just as

Khaleda, her match in politics, is welcomeé to
stay. ’

Ina press note issued yesterday, the gov-°
ernment said it has decided to take speclal -

cautionarysteps regarding Hasina's return. -
During her stay overseas of late she has
made inflammatory statements against the
present administration and law enforcement
agencies at several meetings and in national

andinternational media, read the press note,
If she returns, she might seek to make
provocative comments again and cause
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Process for Khaleda's

exile almost done

She may meet Tarique at jail today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The miliinry backed caretaker

‘government hes completed almost

all the formalitics for sending
former prime minister and BNP
Chalrperson Khaleda Zia to Saud!
Ardbla.

"The authorities had a lengthy
Important meeting with the Saudi

.embassy in Dhaka today where

most of the things Including visas
for Khaleda Zia and her family,
thelr prolonged stay in that coun-
try, accommodations, etc were
finalised," said a highly placed
ziurge In the government yester-
Y. '
"Although most of the formali-
ties have already been completed,
the remaining ones are expected to
be completed in a day," the source

-said adding that Khaleda might

leave the country this efternoon if
the authorities can wrap up the

remalning formalities before that
time.

The government Is bearing the
entire cost of alr travel of Khaleda
Zinand her family, sald the source,

The source also sald Khaleda
might be allowed to meet her elder
son at Dhaka Central Jail sometime
today prior to her departure from
the country, The authoritles are
also likely to allow her to meet her
close relatives before the depar-
ture,

There Is also an indication that
Khaleda might be allowed to meet
some of her party leaders or talk to
themover the phone, |

Reliable sources said Khaleda
Ziawill be leaving with her younger
son Arafat Rahman Coco, his wife
and his two daughters.

Tarique Rahman's wife and
thelr daughter are unlikely to leave
the country with Khaleda Zia. They

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Anti-graft drive lacks

experience, coordination
Admits chief of NCC o

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government's anti-corruption
drive has not progressed as
expected due to lack of experience
and poor coordination and under-
standing among those involved in
the process, said Maj Gen Masud
Uddin Chowdhury, chiel of the
National Coordination Committee
on Combating Corruption and
Crime, (e i
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"Many of us involved in the
process of inquiry and investiga-
tion lack experience, This is why we
have decided to introduce a train-
ing programme for them," said
Masud, also general officer com-
manding of Nine Division of the
army,

He was, talking to the press
yesterday following a meeting with
the Anti-Corruption Commission

{(ACC) atits office on the progress of

s r i

the ongoing drive,

"The task forcemembers (under
the coordination committee) from
the army, navy and air force also do
not have that kind of experience in
investigations. This has specially
affected the pace of progress of
investigations,” Masudnoted,

The coordination committee
has been working and assisting the

ACC fortwo months, In some cases,
\ | SEEPAGE 15COL3 |

Al leaders Za:
Ashim Ukil, BNP

rullah,

L BN Joint Seorotary.
¢+ Gengral Tarique RBahman's |

§ iwife Zobalda Rahman
e | toming out of Bhaka

s lential Jail alter meeting
; her dita 1di

leader ,Toymur held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT dence at around 7:30pm while
Ashim from Mirpur at around
8:00pm, said police and family

sources.

Joint forces yesterday detained
Awami League (AL) Presidium
Member and former lawmaker Kazi

IS BANGLA |

Zafrullah, BNP leader and former
chairman of Bangladesh Road
Transport Corporation (BRTC)
-advocate Toymur Alam Khondoker
and AL Deputy Publicity Secretary
AshimKumarUkil, ~ ©
_ The forces picked up Zafarullah
“from in front of his Gulshan 2 resi-

Charges against Zafarullah and
Ashimhowever were not disclosed,

"A team of plain clothed law
enforcers came in a microbus and
picked my father up when he was
out for evening walk just outside
the house," Zafrullah's eldest son
‘OmarZafar told The Daily Star.
| SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

agreement on behalf of their respective organizatipns.

(., Dutch-Bangla B G
—. . | .—I .. | |

ank Limited

Your TRUSTED PARTNER

Duich-ngln Bank Limited and Citibank, N.A. sign ay apfment for retail banking services, Muhammad Shahidul Tslam, Senior Executive Vice President and Head of Credit of Dutch-Bangla Bank and Mahbubur Rahman, Director and Head of Financial Institutions Citibank N.A. Bangladesh signed the
;h"_{casin Ali, Managing Director of DBBL, Mamun Rashid, Managing Director and Citigroup Country Oﬂ}ﬁc_cr - Bangladesh, Richard Martin Smyth, Managing Dircctor and Head of Portfolio Management, Citigroup,
Additional Managing Director of DBBL, Kho_n,_é!s{;zr Raghed Magsood, Director and Head of Global Transaction Services, Citibank N.A., K.S. Tabrez, Deputy Managing Director (Administration) & Ghulam Kabir, Deputy Managing Director (Operation) of DBBL were pre

South Asia, A.-H.M. Nazmul Quadir,
sent on the occasion,

We believe in unéb?ﬁpmmz’sing commitment fo fulfill our customer needs and satisfaction and to become
your first choice in banking ' |
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