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Nurturing traditions

Loko Oitijya
Prodorshoni:
Kantha

Organiser: Liberation War Museum
Venue: Liberation War Museum
Date: April 20-29

Rangeen Utshob:
25 Years of Natural
Dyes in Bangladesh

Organiser: The National Crafts Council
of Bangladesh

Date: April 5-May 5

Venue: Aranya, 60 Kamal Ataturk
Avenue Banani

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Aesthetic Beauty of Trees
Photographer: Ismat Jahan

Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, House 16
Road 36, Gulshan Avenue

Date: April 5-18

Time:11:00am-8pm

World Film
Manifestation
Programme (50th

session)

Organiser: Dhaka University Film
Society

Venue: Russian Centre for Science
and Culture

Date: April 18 (3pm onwards)
Film screening: Pick Pocket Ardrey
Rubeluov

Cultural

programme

Title: Dokhina Paban-e Prokhor
Tapan-e

Organiser: SURMA and Indian
Cultural Centre

Venue: Osmani memorial Hall
Date: April 19

Time: 5pm

Aglow in shades of Baishakh

FAYZA HAQ

"Rangeen Utshob has been organised by the

HE Bengali New Year found Dhakaites

adorned with the glowing colours of the

season. Though these items are not
expensive they are irresistible with their bursts
of red, orange and white. To cater to them bou-
tiques brought out many relevant shades in
clothes. Also another attraction is 'Rangeen
Utshob', which marks 25 years of the use of
natural dyes in our country. Boutiques that use
these colours have organised the month-long

festival.

indigo" said Ruby.

white combinations.

block print.

National Crafts Council of Bangladesh,"said
Ruby Ghuznavi, founder of Aranya (one of the
participating boutiques) "to celebrate 25 years
of the revival of natural dyes in our country. This
welcomed Baishak with the traditional red and
white, mustard and well as vivid blues."

In Aranya, samples from 14 other organisa-
tions are on display. Primarily the presentation
included saris. There were also some shalwar-
kameez and western clothes. The saris are in
silk, jamdani, kantha stitch, endi silk and khadi.
Use of colours is innovative. Cotton and silk are
combined in a new blend.

"In the shalwar-kameez range I've stuck to
classics. In the saris we've worked on the paar
(borders) and aanchal and kept the bodies
plain. The paars are with multi blocks. | have
not used sequins or beads, as it is not typically
Bangladeshi. The saris features shades like
red and white, obtained from tree bark and
manjit, the golden shade is taken from onion
skin, while the blue had been done with

K Kraft had a gorgeous collection of the
Baishakhi colours, plus maroon, black and white.
Panjabis had embroidery in gold thread on the
front, collar and cuffs. Saris had floral motifs,
beads, sequins and tassels in red, maroon and

Nogordola, another boutique, maintained the
traditional off white and red of Pahela Baishakh.
"We've used light colours keeping the occasion
and summer in mind. The panjabis have red and
gray stripes while the T-shirts are in red and off
white," said Sharmeen Lucky,
spokesperson. The saris are in endi silk, cotton
block, Tangail and Dhakai cotton with screen and

Chandra Shekhar Shaha, designer of
Nogordola says, "If one is inspired by paintings,
which is the case of Nogordola (inspired by
Qumrul Hassan's works), the results can be
satisfactory. We chose Qumrul Hassan as he

Nogordola's

Saris feature vegetable dye (above) and block prints

was the first artist to establish a design centre in

Bangladesh for BSCIC (Bangladesh Small and

Cottage Industries Corporation). We elaborated
the artist's brush strokes, from these we recon-
structed motifs.”

The city looked bright and cheerful with people
dressed in the new creations of the boutiques.

Nazrul artistes honours Sohrab
Hossain and Sudhin Das

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Nazrul Sangeet Shilpi Parishad
(NSSP), an organisation of Nazrul
artistes, celebrated the 87th and
77th birth anniversaries of Nazrul
exponents Sohrab Hossain and
Sudhin Das respectively (both were
borninApril)

National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam
enriched the collection of Bangla
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songs with his creative genius.
Gifted artistes like Sohrab Hossain
and Sudhin Das have contributed
immensely to preserving and per-
forming Nazrul songs for over half a
century.

Artistes of NSSP felicitated the
dedicated artistes with bouquets at
the event. A short discussion fol-
lowed. Dr Rafiqul Islam (chairman,
Nazrul Institute trustee board),
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Fatema Tuz Zohra, Bulbul
Moholanbish, M A Mannan, Nashid
Kamal, Sujit Mustafa, Khilkhil Kazi
(granddaughter of Kazi Nazrul
Islam), members of the organisation
and Nazrul Institute trustees were
presentatthe event.

The programme was held at the
Nazrul Institute on April 16 at the
Kabibhaban auditorium,
Dhanmondi.
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(L-R) Sohrab Hossain and Sudhin Das are greeted by Nazrul researcher Asadul Haque
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Mega-serial 'Ei

Shob Ondhokar'

to be aired on Banglavision

@
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Rosy Siddiqui and Zahiruddin Piar in the TV serial

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Society is an admixture of the
amoral and the ethical. Though
most people do not commit serious
offences, a handful of evildoers
gnaw away at the roots of a society.
Iraz Ahmed's mega-serial Ei
Shob Ondhokar, to be aired every
Tuesdays at 8:15pm on
Banglavision, features the turmoil
created by the wrongdoers. As a
result many are victimised,

exploited and end up losing every-
thingin life.

However, there are many who try
to overcome their loses. Pijush
Bandyapadhyaya, Zahiruddin Piar,
Shahiduzzaman Selim, Shampa
Reza, Rosy Siddiqui and others play
the central roles in Ei Shob
Ondhokar. The mega-serial is jointly
directed by Shahiduzzaman Selim
and Zahiruddin Piar. The first epi-
sode of the serial will be aired on
April 24.
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Artistes perform tradi-
tional dance at a cul-
tural programme organ-
ised by Centre for
Women Journalists,
Bangladesh. Titled
'Choitro Shonkranti O
Nobobasho Utshob' the
programme was held at
the Bengal Café on the
last day of the Bengali
year

Art school Shat
Rong and Prothom
Alo Bondhushobha
brought out a rally
on Pahela Baishakh
in Bogra

PHOTO: STAR

Silverdale Preparatory & Girls
High School organised spe-
cial programmes featuring
painting competition, folk and
patriotic songs, traditional
dance, recitation and drama
on April 14 to mark Pahela
Baishakh. Cultural personali-
ties attended the event

Angry crowds in several Indian
cities burned effigies of Richard
Gere on Monday after he swept
popular Bollywood actress Shilpa
Shetty into his arms and kissed
her several times during an AIDS-
awareness event.

Photographs of the 57-year-old
actor embracing Shilpa Shetty and
kissing her on the cheek at an
HIV/AIDS awareness event in
New Delhi were splashed across
Monday's front pages in India
where public displays of affection
are largely taboo.

In. Mumbai, members of the
right-wing Hindu nationalist group
Shiv Sena beat burning effigies of
Gere with sticks and set fire to
glamorous shots of Shetty.

Similar protests broke out in
other cities, including Varanasi,
Hinduism's holiest city, and in the
northern town of Meerut, where
crowds chanted "Down with Shilpa
Shetty!"

The two appeared at a press
conference in New Delhi on
Sunday to highlight the HIV/AIDS
epidemic among India's truck
drivers. In front of a cheering
crowd, Gere kissed the giggling
Shetty on the hand, then kissed
her on both cheeks before bending
her in a full embrace to kiss her

Richard Gere gets friendly with Shilpa Shetty

cheek again.

"This is a bit too much," Shetty
said after the embrace.

On Monday, Shetty tried to
stamp out the controversy.

"l understand this is his culture,
not ours. But this was not such a
big thing or so obscene for people
to overreact in such manner," she
told the Press Trust of India (PTI)
news agency.

"I understand people's senti-

ments, but | don't want a foreigner
to take bad memories from here,"
PTIquoted her as saying.

The spokesman for Hindu
nationalist party Bharatiya Janata
Party condemned the kiss.

"Such a public display is not
part of Indian tradition," said
Prakash Javadekar, according to
PTI.

Source: The Associated Press
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