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Golfers' training
begins

SPORTS REPORTER

Twenty-seven promising golfers
including national players are taking
part in the Gemcon Young Tigers
golfers' training programme which
was inaugurated at the Kurmitola
Golf Club yesterday.

Distinguished Indian trainer
Vikram Seth, who was among the
speakers in the opening ceremony
held at the same venue, is oversee-
ing the training programme.

Major General Jahangir Alam
Chowdhury, ndc, psc, officially
opened the tournament where he
spoke, along with vice-chairman of
Gemcon Group Kazi Nabil Ahmed
and the internationally renowned
trainer Sethi.

Joint secretary of Bangladesh
Golf Federation and CEO of
Kurmitola Golf Club Col Syed Anwar
Hussain also spoke during the press
conference.

BFF's grounds
committee secy
Musa no more

SPORTS REPORTER

Moshiur Rahman Musa, secretary of
Bangladesh Football Federation's
grounds committee, died of a cardiac
arrest at a local hospital yesterday
afternoon. Hewas 56.

Musa, who left behind his wife and
two daughters, was the general secre-
tary of Maghbazar Krira Chakra and
served the Metropolis Football League
Committee (MFLC) and the Pioneer
Football league Committee for long
time. His namaz-e-janaza will be held at
the Bangabandhu National Stadium
today at2.30pm.

Condoling the death of Musa, the
BFF and MFLC expressed their heart-
felt sympathy for the bereaved family.

A virtual
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TEAMS
SOUTH AFRICA (from): Graeme
Smith (captain), Jacques Kallis,
Loots Bosman, Mark Boucher, AB
de Villiers, Herschelle Gibbs,
Andrew Hall, Justin Kemp, Charl
Langeveldt, Andre Nel, Makhaya
Ntini, Robin Peterson, Shaun
Pollock, Ashwell Prince, Roger
Telemachus.
ENGLAND (from): Michael
Vaughan (capt), James Anderson,
lan Bell, Ravi Bopara, Paul
Collingwood, James Dalrymple,
Andrew Flintoff, Ed Joyce, Stuart
Broad, Sajid Mahmood, Paul Nixon,
Monty Panesar, Kevin Pietersen,
Liam Plunkett, Andrew Strauss.
Umpires: Billy Bowden and
Steve Bucknor.

Windies do not
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be a part of history."

The West Indies have lost all four
of their Super Eights matches and
they need a series of miracle results
to squeeze into the last four.

If South Africa beat England on
Tuesday, then all hope will be lost.

Attendances for most World Cup
matches have been poor.

At Sunday's match between
Bangladesh and Ireland in
Barbados, free entry was reportedly
being granted to spectators.

That match had been scheduled
to feature India against Pakistan but
both of the Asian giants were
knocked out in the first round deal-
ing a devastating blow to the tourna-
ment.

KP has all
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"l saw Smith in India and | saw himin
the World Series and we said hello,"
said the 26-year-old.

An interesting tussle is on the
cards when in-form Pietersen faces
a quality South African pace attack,
comprising Shaun Pollock and
Makhaya Ntini, on a pitch having
pace and bounce.

Pietersen has the technique and
temperament to play a long innings
on any surface, having the shots to
demoralise any attack when in flow.
He has already played a big role in
England's Ashes series win over
Australiaathome in 2005.

South Africa will like to see the
back of Pietersen as early as possi-
ble because they will be under
pressure if he stays longer at the
crease. They are aware he can alter
the course of the match in a few
overs with his big-hitting.

Pietersen is England's leading
scorer in this tournament with 341 runs
in seven matches. He has so far
scored 1,923 runs in 49 one-day
internationals with four centuries,
including three against South Africa.

Did U Know?

Four different pitches were used in a Test
between England and Australia at Sydney
in1883.

PHOTO: ISPR
Principal Staff Officer of Armed Forces Division Major General Md. Jahangir Alam Chowdhury inaugurates the
Gemcon Young Tigers Golf Training Programme at Kurmitola Golf Club, Dhaka Cantonment on Monday.

Look beyond cricket: Blatter

m Football

AFP, New Delhi

FIFA president Sepp Blatter on
Monday urged cricket-mad India to
embrace football, saying the sport
had a great future in the land of one
billion people.

"We are here not to fight against
an established sport," Blatter told
reporters on his first official visit to
India, during which he will also
meet Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh.

"I admire the game called
cricket and | don't to want to
change the most established sport
in your country now," he said.

"But | always campaign for
football because in this game there
is no difference between caste,
culture and creed or rich and poor.
It is the fascination of this game
that attracts people all over the
world."

Blatter said FIFA had special
plans to improve football in India,

who are currently ranked 165th in
the world and 34th in Asia.

But he urged the country's
football administrators to work
harder to match world standards.

"The Indian dream of reaching
top international levels can be
realised through the work done by
All India Football Federation (AIFF)
with support from the government
and corporate houses," he said.

"Butitis only if you help yourself
that heaven will help you. As
Confucius said: 'If your brother
asks for a fish, don't give him the
same, instead teach him how to
catchit"."

Blatter said that football's future
lay in Asia since Europe was "satu-
rated for foreign players and
coaches."

"Good coaches will come to
India if a good technical and
administrative infrastructure is in
place."

Asian Football Confederation
chief Mohammed bin Hammam of
Qatar, who is accompanying
Blatter on the three-day trip, was

critical of the AIFF headed by
federal minister Priyaranjan Das
Munshi.

"With the existing structure,
don't think of progress even in the
next 100 years," Hammam said.

India was the first Asian nation
to make the Olympic semifinals at
Melbourne in 1956 and won the
Asian Games gold medal twice in
1951 and 1962.

It may have been just the tonic
football needed to catch the imagi-
nation of the country's youth.
Official apathy, however, denied
the sport its due even as cricket
made giant strides.

Baichung Bhutia, the only
Indian to play professional football
in England -- he spent three years
with third-division Bury -- blamed
lack of planning for the current
mess.

"We have no infrastructures at
all at the grassroots level," he said
recently. "There is no system in this
country to encourage young boys
to play football. There is no profes-
sionalism."

Ricky bats for England!

AFP, St George's

England's expe-

rience of fighting

back to win this

year's triangular

™ one-day seriesin

ICC Cricket World Cup| ~ Australia could

WEST INDIES 2007 help them revive

their ailing World

Cup campaign, according to Ricky
Ponting.

Michael Vaughan's side face
South Africa in Barbados on
Tuesday in a game they must win if
they are to keep alive their hopes of
a semifinal place.

Their form in the Caribbean has
been mediocre at best. But it was a
similar story in Australia when, after
a 5-0 Ashes hammering by the hosts
they endured a wretched start to the
subsequent Commonwealth Bank
one-day series.

However, they recovered to beat
Australia 2-0 in the finals in
February.

Australia captain Ponting, asked
if England could enjoy a similar
revival in the West Indies, replied: "I
think there's a good chance that
could happen.

"South Africa aren't playing their

best cricket at the moment.

"England probably haven't
played their best cricket through this
tournament yet either so | can see
that being a bit closer game than
what a lot of people might think."

Ponting, nicknamed 'Punter' for
his love of betting on greyhounds,
added: "England, having been there
and done it before in the
Commonwealth Bank series, when
everyone had written them off, know
they have a chance of doing it again.

"It's a do or die game for them. If
they win that, and the next one
(against the West Indies on
Saturday), they'll probably sneak
through to the semifinals which
would be a great result forthem."

Although Australia beat England
by seven wickets in Antigua on April
8, there was a moment at 64 for two,
with Kevin Pietersen -- whose 104
was England's first individual hun-
dred of the tournament -- and lan
Bell (77) going well in a stand of 140,
when the champions were up
againstit.

"Our closest, hardest game so
far has been the England game,"
said Ponting whose team were
facing fellow semifinalists Sri Lanka
here on Monday.

"But, saying that, we're ready for
a good, hard, honest contest here
and | think these conditions will
probably suit Sri Lanka right down to
the ground.”

South Africa, who suffered a
shock 67-run Super Eights defeat
against Bangladesh in Guyana on
April 7, lost to New Zealand by five
wickets on Saturday after being sent
in to bat on a seam-bowler friendly
pitch under overcast skies.

But up until recently they were
top of the one-day international
rankings and in March last year they
scored a world 438 for nine batting
second to beat Australia by one
wicket in Johannesburg.

"They probably didn't get the
best of the conditions the other day
but that can happen and they've
probably lost a couple more games
than | thought they would in this part
ofthe tournament," said Ponting.

"But if they get everything right, |
know how dangerous a side they
canbe."

Ballack secures
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towards the unmarked Ukrainian
close to the penalty spot, a sec-
ond goal appeared a formality.

Instead, Shevchenko contrived
to fluff his right foot shot so badly
that the ball cannoned into his
standing leg.

Blackburn immediately set
about exploiting that let-off.
Roberts forced Cech into another
good save at his near post and
Pedersen saw a header from a
Bentley cross come back off the
post before they deservedly got
back on level terms after winning
a freekick on the right of the
Chelsea area.

Pedersen's delivery was driven
low towards the centre of the goal
and Roberts managed to get in
front of his marker John Terry and
get enough of a contact on the ball
to deflect it wide of Cech's left-
hand.

With the game opening up,
there were half chances at either
end but it was Blackburn who
went closest to settling the con-
test in their favour inside the 90
minutes.

After Pedersen had directed
another superb Bentley cross
wide with seven minutes left,
Chelsea had another narrow
escape only 90 seconds from the
end of regulation time, when Cech
clawed the ball to safety after
substitute John Obi Mikel's back
header had sent a long throw-in
spinning towards the top corner of
his own goal.

A day to forget
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ankle, Ashraful dislocated a fin-
ger...signs were not good from the
onset. | think we lost the game in the
batting. 243 is a good score but not
one that can't be chased. We just
lost too many wickets early on. We
were also very ordinary in the field
today and dropped vital catches and
missed run outs," added Bashar.

Bangladesh were hit hard for
their failure to dismiss opener
William Porterfield who went on to
make 85 precious runs after being
dropped by Mohammed Rafique off
his own bowling on 42. It was the
easiest of caught and bowled
chances but Rafique casually tried
to pluck it with his left hand and
missed.

“Consistency has been a prob-
lem. We are brilliant one day and
ordinary the next. | guess overall
Ireland have been more consistent
but we have beaten two big sides in
this tournament but today this was
one game people expected us to
win,” said Bashar.

For the Bangladesh team it will
be a day of reflection on Monday
with no training scheduled. The
problems that have come into fore
so far in the tournament are more to
do with the mindset than anything
technical and the Tigers would try to
regroup and come back strong
against the West Indies on April 19
knowing that a win would ease if not
erase the hurt felt on Sunday.

They would also hopefully
receive the services of Rasel in the
next match as the bowler has not
complained of any more pain or
discomfort. Ashraful has seen a
doctor straight after the match
regarding the finger injury and
should not have any problems for
the final World Cup match.

Tourists
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Pakistan Academy first innings:
401-6 in 109 overs (Manzoor 64,
Naeem 57, Latif 33, Yusuf 73, Alam
82, Raza 52 batting, Tanvir 5,
Sarfraz 2 batting, extras 33,
Mosharraf 3-101, Mehrab 1-74,
Riyad 2-64).

Graveney backs
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over the last three or four weeks all
over the Caribbean and practice-wise,
they alllook in good form."

There have been widespread calls
for Andrew Flintoff to be moved to the
top of the batting order in the key
match with South Africa on Tuesday.

Flintoff has made only 72 runs in
five innings from the middle order but
Graveney and Fletcher are seemingly
reluctant to make changes with their
talismanicall-rounder.

"We have to be flexible -- most
sides are trying to be flexible but | don't
see anything quite so dramatic,”
Graveney said.

Sheraton, BCB
sign deal

SPORTS REPORTER

It was India-Pakistan!

AFP, Bridgetown

Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
roped in Dhaka Sheraton Hotel as the
official hospitality partner for the next
twoyears.

The agreement for the official
hospitality partner came into effect
from February 1 this year through to
January 31, 2008 for all the interna-
tional matches, including Tests and
one-day internationals, to be played
inand around Dhaka.

As the hospitality partner, Dhaka
Sheraton Hotel will provide 419
bedrooms free of cost to the players
during the contractual period and will
also hostthe BCB Awards Night.

Besides, they will also provide
world-class catering during the
international matches and host the
board's press conferences.

In return, Sheraton Hotel has
earned the right to use its logo at the
air-conditioned hospitality box,
president's box and on two perimeter
boards at match venues for the
international matches.

BCB vice president and marketing
and commercial committee chairman
Aziz Al Kaiser Tito disclosed the
details at a press conference on
Monday afternoon at Sheraton Hotel.

Razzaq disgraces

Woolmer
PTI, Dubai

Pakistan all-rounder Abdul Razzaq
has criticised their late coach Bob
Woolmer, saying he was only inter-
ested in keeping his job and his tenure
made nodifference to the team.

Razzag, who missed the World
Cup due to an injury, said he knew that
it was not right to pass adverse
remarks on dead person buthe had no
regret to state the truth although it may
sound unkind, according to a newspa-
perreport.

"In my opinion Bob was a very
shrewd operator. He was a coach just
by nature of his job. Bob knew how to
spend his time. For me, he must surely
be one of the cleverest Britishers. On
the surface he acted as an Asian but
inside he was only interested in keep-
ing his job irrespective of victory or
defeat," Razzaq was quoted as saying
inKhaleej Times from Karachi.

Dare predict
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Ireland might have cashed in on the
bite-less bowling and poor fielding
but achieving a total of 244 never
looked like an impossible task.
Here lies the real problem of
Bangladesh cricket because even
in an otherwise impressive show in
the Caribbean, the batting
remained a real headache. It has
been also proved that the team-
management has agonisingly
failed to find any answer about the
opening pair.

Ace batsman Mohammad
Ashraful showed fire throughout
the tournament including his epic
match-winning 87 against South
Africa but the way he threw out his
wickets after a fantastic start in the
last game simply raised the old
debate of whether he has really
understood his role in the team.

The most nagging question is
whether the frequent changes in
the batting line made by the team
management make any sense. By
doing this, they perhaps, shattered
the confidence of the lot.

The other issue to provide food
for thought is whether the selectors
really have any faith in Javed Omar
as an opener because it is hard to
explain he was dropped after two
crucial performances. Actually, the
impression one gets from the
selectors' acts that they simply
picked him for the World Cup as a
'balancing act'.

The 'opening’ crisis also reflects
their wrong planning over the last
couple of years.

The arrival of Shakib Al Hasan
seemed to be a solution in the
middle order but after few matches,
the same old problem has surfaced
and with Bashar at his lowest ebb,
things turned from bad to worse.

It has time and again proved that
the present think-tank's repeatedly
practised 'cut and chop' policy
could not be a solution for batsmen.

So, saying 'all went wrong' after
a defeat is not good enough. It
needs to go to the root to find a
solution to build a consistent team
even if the Tigers pull off another
stunning victory in their last game
against the wounded hosts West
Indies on April 19.

Irish belong
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They then bowled Bangladesh out
for 169 inthe 42nd over.

"We have a pretty big game
against Sri Lanka on Wednesday.
That will be the last game for
(coach) Adrian Birrell, and it would
be fitting way for us to send him off
by putting on another display like
this."

Birrell, who leaves the job after
the World Cup, said he was proud of
his team.

"We have got a great squad of
players and there is a wonderful
team spirit," said South Africa-born
Birrell.

They may not
have seen their
teams in action,
but fans from
ICC Crick wnd'z: India and
WEST::IIDFE:EBDF il PakiStan found
some solace in
sunshine, a Caribbean cruise and
aWorld Cup match.

Thousands of fans had planned
their visit several months in
advance in anticipation of a high-
voltage India-Pakistan clash here.

But after the former champions
crashed out in the first round they
were left to watch Bangladesh
playing Ireland at Kensington Oval.

India against Pakistan would
have been a 22,000 sell-out.

However, after an hour on
Sunday, organisers threw open the
gates in a desperate attempt to fill
the half-empty stadium.

"We had to come, after all it's
still a World Cup match," said
Dhruv Patel from London, who
nearly abandoned his plans after
India's defeat against Sri Lanka in
the preliminary round.

India bowed out of the tourna-
ment after losing two of their three
group games -- the worst being a
five-wicket loss to Bangladesh who

replaced themin the Super Eights.

Pakistan, champions in 1992,
crashed out of the tournament
following their defeats against the
West Indies and a surprising three-
wicket loss to debutants Ireland.

"It is like money thrown in the
bin. But | decided to make the most
of the holidays and come and
watch some cricket."

Some 3,000 or more Indian fans
came from the United States and
the United Kingdom much to the
delight of local hoteliers who have
caused outrage by charging up to
600 US dollars for a night's stay.

Some fans left instead for
Grenada to watch Asian giants Sri
Lanka where tickets are available
at half the original price.

Figures suggest some 5,000
people preferred to cancel their
tickets despite the heavy losses as
hotels refused to refund advance
payments.

For some, meeting old friends
was a consolation.

"l reached here at 2 am in the
morning but having spent a lot of
money, | thought | must come,"
said Pakistani fan Ahmed Faruqui,
who has come from Orlando with
his friend Mohammad Faisal.

They met old pal Ranjeet
Rangarathan who has come from

Chennai, India.

"My father-in-law had surgery in
Karachi last week and he insisted
that | don't abandon the tour. It's
worthless because | wanted to
watch a India-Pakistan match but |
am wondering around the beautiful
stadium," said Faruqui.

Rangarathan was incensed
over India's abject surrender.

"I am very angry and disap-
pointed. Watching Jeremy Bray
and William Porterfield instead of
Sachin Tendulkar and Virender
Sehwag added to my anger, butit's
out of my control," he said.

Indian fan Sanjeet Verma's loss
was his wife's gain -- she is Irish.

"I am here just to spend my
holidays which | had to spend, and
for my wife who is lIrish," said
Verma, an electrical engineer.

Even the Irish fans felt for the
Pakistan and India fans.

"l feel sad for the fans who have
come from far off places in India
and Pakistan, but this is the World
Cup and you expect upsets like
this," said Dermot Parker from
Belfast.

"We feel proud at Ireland's
achievement. You play well and
you progress. Perhaps India and
Pakistan will learn from
Bangladesh and Ireland.”

Windies look ahead

AFP, Bridgetown

The West Indies
are eyeing a pair
of wins not only
to sustain their
slim World Cup
semifinal hopes,
but also to put
themselves in a confident frame of
mind ahead of a tour to England.

The hosts desperately need
victories in their remaining two Super
Eights matches against Bangladesh
and England to stay in contention for
the semifinals, having secured just
two points from five games.

"These are very important
matches for us as we have got a tour
of England coming up. It's important
to get back the confidence and
momentum before that," West Indies
vice-captain Ramnaresh Sarwan
said here on Sunday.

"We start the tour a couple of
weeks after this tournament, so it is
very important for us to win these two
matches."

The West Indies are scheduled to
tour England in May.

Defending champions Australia,
New Zealand and Sri Lanka have
already qualified for the semifinals.

ICC Cricket World Cup
WEST INDIES 2007

The West Indies vice-captain
conceded his team had only a slen-
der chance of qualifying for the
semifinals after having lost all the
four matches in the second round.

"There's only a slight chance of
making it to the semifinals. What we
need to do is to concentrate hard on
winning the two games. We also
need to win them by big margins,"
said Sarwan, tipped to replace Brian
Lara as the captain.

"If given an opportunity (to lead
the side), I'll try to do my best and
whosoever is given the captaincy will
get my full support,” Sarwan said,
adding there was a possibility of
different skippers for Tests and one-
dayers.

"You have to wait and see as
there are stilltwo more matches left."

Lara has already said he is quit-
ting one-day cricket after the World
Cup.

Sarwan said the inconsistent
batting was the main reason for the
team's below-par performances in
the second round, which had left
their fans disappointed.

"We have not been batting well in
this tournament. The only game we
batted well was against South Africa
when we scored more than 250, but

that was not good enough,” said
Sarwan.

"Of course, they (fans) are disap-
pointed as we have not played well.
We are sorry for the way we have
played, but we want them to con-
tinue supporting us and give us the
confidence to move forward.

"We always knew there'll be a lot
of pressure on us in front of home
fans, and probably some of the guys
did nothandle ittoo well."

The West Indies will now meet
Bangladesh here on Thursday and
England on Saturday.

"Bangladesh have improved a lot
and come a long way. They are no
more minnows and have done very
well in this tournament. We are not
taking them lightly as they have quite
a few good young players," said
Sarwan.

Bangladesh have already posted
two big wins in the tournament,
beating former champions India in a
group match in Trinidad last month
and then top-ranked South Africaina
Super Eights match in Guyana.

The West Indies are still search-
ing for their first victory in the sec-
ond round.

Bashar rues
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"Full credit to Ireland. They batted
pretty well. Overall, they played
better cricket than us. They were
more consistentthan us."

Bashar conceded a little went
right for his side after losing the toss
as they put in a below-par perfor-
mance in all departments of the
game.

"l don't know what happened
today. We played pretty ordinary

5LADESH V IRELAND SCORE(
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AftabAhmed

BANGLADESH

Tamim Igbal b Johnston

Shahriar Nafees ¢ N O'Brien b Rankin
Aftab Ahmed ¢ N O'Brien b Botha

Shakib AlHasan run out

Mohammad Ashraful ¢ Langford b Rankin
Habibul Bashar b Johnston

Mushfiqur Rahim b McCallan

Mashrafe Bin Mortaza ¢ & b Langford
Mohammad Rafique ¢ Johnston b Langford
Abdur Razzak b McCallan

Shahadat Hossain not out

Extras: (Ib-4,w-18)

Total: (Alloutin41.2 overs)

Bowler

Rankin
Langford-Smith
Botha

McCallan

Result: Ireland won by 74 runs.
Man-of-the-match: William Porterfield.
Toss: Ireland.

Match referee: J Crowe (New Zealand)

Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-45, 3-48,4-93,5-102, 6-131, 7-134, 8-138, 9-169, 10-169.

Umpires: B Bowden (New Zealand) and S Bucknor

Rasel loss

cricket. It was one of those days
when nothing went right for us. We
dropped too many catches and
missed a couple of run-out
chances," he said.

"We didn't seem to have a
gameplan when we batted. We
were supposed to keep wickets, but
kept losing them in the opening 20
overs. If we had batted the 50 overs,
| think we would have won the
game."

2 0 8 0 w-1
R M B 4s 6s
29 96 59 4 0
7 29 18 1 0
12 20 9 1 1
3 12 8 0 0
35 43 36 5 1
32 92 57 2 0
16 31 26 2 0
0 5 3 0 0
2 9 9 0 0
1" 29 21 0 0
0 3 2 0 0
22
169
0 M R W NBW
8 0 42 2 w-9
10 1 27 2 w-3
8 0 31 1 - Johnston
72 0 40 2 w-2
8 1 25 2

England quash
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England's Super 8 clash against
Ireland.

After a much-fabled late night drink-
ing session during the group phase ofthe
tournament he was fined and stripped of
the vice-captaincy.

Meanwhile, it also emerged that
batsmanAndrew Strauss had bruised his
left leg playing volleyball, but was also
abletotake partintraining.

England take on the Proteas at the
Kensington Oval with both teams still in
contention fora semifinal berth.
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Khelaghar (147).

EXHIBITION CRICKET

The Cricket Association of Bengal
(CAB) under-15 cricket team
recorded a comprehensive seven-
wicket win over Rajshahi Division
North U-14s in an exhibition match
atBogra.

In reply to the local side's 189 all
out, the tourists stormed to 193-3 in
37.1 overs with opener S Bera
hammering nine fours and one six in
a 64-ball 66 at the Shaheed Chandu
Stadium. V Singh made 43. Maruf
made highest 44 for Rajshahi North,
who elected to bat after winning the
toss.

GHAGOT WIN

Our correspondent: Ghagot Krira
Chakra defeated Brave Heart SC by
74 runs in the Naheed Cotton First
Division Cricket League at the
Gaibandha Stadium. Having scored
187 with Sandhan's 71-ball 55 being
the highlight, Ghagot booked their
opponents for 116 runs.

PHOTO: COURTESY

Players of Surjo Tarun pose at the DCA ground yesterday after earning a promotion to next season's Premier Division

Cricket League.
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