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Wasim calls
Inzamam
dictator

CRICINFO, undated

Wasim Akram, the former Pakistan
fast bowler and captain, has lashed
out at Inzamamul Haq and called
him a "dictator" in Pakistan cricket.

In an interview on ESPN, Akram
said that Inzamam had become so
powerful that Bob Woolmer, the
former coach who died under unex-
plained circumstances in Jamaica,
and the support staff approached
him for leave.

"l have seen senior PCB officials
sitting at his residence and awaiting
orders," Akram said. "These things
are not good for cricket." With
Pakistan looking for a new captain,
after Inzamam resigned from the
post and announced his retirement
from ODIs, Akram felt that Shoaib
Malik, the all-rounder, was a good
choice.

"The only ones who can handle
the job are Shoaib Malik and
Mohammad Yousuf," he said. "Malik
is young and he is talented. | don't
think we have much of a choice, if
Younis (Khan)is notinterested."

Woolmer was
poisoned?

PTI, London/Kingston

The long-awaited toxicology report
in Bob Woolmer's murder case
has indicated that the Pakistan
cricket coach was poisoned
before being strangled in his hotel
room.

According to a source close to
the Jamaican police, the investi-
gators probing in Woolmer's
mysterious death believe the
South African was poisoned to
incapacitate him before murder-
ing him in his Jamaica Pegasus
hotel room around one month
ago, London daily 'The Sunday
Times'reported.

But Mark Shields, the Deputy
Police Commissioner leading the
inquiry, refused to confirm poison
was found and said the toxicology
samples and post-mortem report
would be sent to Britain for further
analysis.

"If he was manually strangled
and asphyxiated, why didn't he
put up a fight? I've always said
there was a possibility he was
incapacitated by something else.
If | tell you they (the results) have
come back and we are conducting
further tests, | suggest you draw
your own conclusions," he said at
a press conference in Kingston
yesterday.

Shields described the toxicol-
ogy results as "encouraging" but
said the probe could take a "long
haul".

"There are three possibilities.
One is that someone could give
themselves up. Two, there could
be a massive breakthrough or,
three, we are here for the long
haul.

"At the moment we are cer-
tainly in category three. We would
love to move to one but | think that
is unlikely at this stage," Shield
said.

He quashed the speculation
that it was the drug aconite, which
causes asphyxia.

Mobi passes
away

SPORTS REPORTER

Former handball international and
a renowned basketball player
Mahbubul Alam Chowdhury Mobi
died of a heart attack at the
BIRDEM Hospital on Saturday. He
was 39.

Mobi, who left his wife, two
daughters and a host of friends and
relatives, represented the national
handball team in the late 80s and
won numerous first division bas-
ketball league titles with Vega and
Mariners.

He was buried in his homewtown in
Bograyesterday.

MAHBUBUL ALAM CHOWDHURY MOBI

Mobi, who acted as hockey and
handball secretaries for Mariners,
was an executive of ad firm
Madonna. He was also the captain
of Residential Model School cricket
team that lifted the inaugural
Nirman School Cricket title in 1982.

Dhaka Mariner Youngs Club
mourned the untimely departure of
the sportsman turned organiser
and prayed for the salvation of the
departed soul. The club also
expressed its deep sympathy for
the bereaved family.
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Abahani's two-goal striker Emily (C) tries to evade Farashganj defender Riyad (L) during their yesterday's B. League

match at the Bangabandhu National Stadium as referee Mansur Azad looks on.

Yet Ireland happy

AFP, Bridgetown

Ireland captain
Trent Johnston
believes his team
can improve if
they get more
exposure against
top teams like
Australia despite suffering a nine-
wicket mauling at the hands of the
world champions here on Friday.

"It's necessary for our develop-
ment," said Johnston whose team
was shot out for a paltry 91 in the
World Cup Super Eights match at
Kensington Oval.

Australia had the match wrapped
up by lunch after skipper Ricky
Ponting won the toss and decided to
give his bowlers a workout on a
bouncy pitch.

Glenn McGrath (3-17) and
Shaun Tait (3-39) made the match
between the defending champions
and the debutants a no-contest by
removing the top four for 12 runs
inside five overs.

Australia then stormed into the
semifinals by chasing down the
targetinjust12.2 overs.

"You learn with such experience,
so with more exposure against high
profile teams we can do better," said
Johnston whose team now face
Bangladesh here on Sunday and Sri
Lanka onApril 18 in Grenada.

"Up until against Australia we did
well. We knew that Australia would
be a big challenge. We must take
one positive in that we played the
best sides in the world and have
learned something."

Ireland dumped Pakistan out of
the World Cup with a three-wicket
upset win after playing a tied game
against Zimbabwe in the group
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stages.

"l knew it was going be tough.
Australia are not two-time world
champions going for a third for
nothing," said the Australian-born
Johnston who took the only wicket
to fall when he clean-bowled Adam
Gilchrist.

"We have been outclassed by a
world class team. We wanted to be
competitive but it didn't turn out that
way. Unfortunately such starts don't
allow you to be competitive and they
have been the best team for the last
tenyears.

Johnson hoped his batsmen
learn from facing quality bowlers like
McGrath and Tait.

"They were great. It was nice to
play quality bowlers like they are.
Our top four couldn't get runs," said
Johnston, one of only three bats-
men to reach double figures with 17.

John Mooney top-scored with
23, while Kevin O'Brien made 16.

Ireland's South Africa-born
coach Adrian Birrell conceded
Australia provided the toughest test.

"They got into us right from the
beginning. They bowled well and
our top order got us into trouble and
we could never get out of it and lost
badly," said Birrell.

Birrell felt for the crowd whose
day out ended before lunchtime.

"We wished we could have done
better for them and given them
better entertainment.”

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the World Cup Super
Eights match between Australia and
Ireland in Barbados on Friday:
IRELAND

Bray b McGrath 1
Porterfield Ibw b Tait 1
Morgan c Hayden b McGrath 0

N O'Brien b Tait 0
K O'Brien ¢ Hodge b Clark 16
White c Hogg b McGrath 6
Johnston b Tait 17
McCallan c Taitb Symonds 5
Mooney run out 23
Langford-Smith c Ponting b Hogg 2
Rankin not out 4
Extras: (nb-1, w-15) 16
Total: (Alloutin 30 overs) 91

Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-2, 3-2,4-12, 5-
32,6-42,7-54,8-72,9-80.

Bowler O M R W
McGrath 7 1 17 3
Tait 6 1 39 3
Clark 8 1 19 1
Hogg 6 2 9 1
Symonds 3 1 7 1
AUSTRALIA

Gilchristb Johnston 34

Hussey not out 30

Symonds not out 15
Extras: (Ib-4, nb-1, w-8) 13

Total: (Forone wktin 12.2 overs)92
Fall of wickets: 1-62.

Bowler O M R W
Langford-Smith 3 0 27 O
Rankin 42 0 24 0
Johnston 3 0 18 1
Mooney 1 0 14 0
McCallan 1 0 5 0

Result: Australia won by nine
wickets.
Man-of-the-match:
McGrath.

Toss: Australia
Umpires: Billy Bowden (NZL) and
Rudi Koertzen (RSA)

Match referee: Ranjan Madugalle
(SRI)

Glenn

LOCAL SNIPPETS
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Rajshahi University, Chittagong
University, Islamic University,
National University, Haji Danesh
Science and Technology University,
Chittagong Science and
Technology University, Noakhali
Science and Technology University
and the host JU will take part in the
two-day competition.

Visitors take
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Rokibul contributed 51 off 66
deliveries that saw nine bound-
aries.

Nadif Chowdhury was the other
notable scorer with a 51-ball 34
that featured two fours and as
many sixes.

SCORES IN BRIEF
BANGLADESH ACADEMY: 243
all out in 68.2 overs (Nazmus 7,
Mehrab 71, Nazimuddin 21,
Rokibul 51, Nadif 34, Mosharraf 17
not out, extras 27; Najaf 5-38,
Sohail 2-46, Atif 2-81, Babar 1-24).
PAKISTAN ACADEMY: 82-0 in
19 overs (Khurram 34 not out,
Babar 44 not out, extras 4).

SL to do the 'impossible’

FROM PAGE 17
"From what we've seen, the pitch in
Grenada is slower and takes some
turn. It will be a big test for us and
probably suit SriLanka."

McGrath, the World Cup's leading
bowler of all-time with 63 wickets, said
that Australia's lack of a close game in
the Caribbean wouldn't be an issue as
the World Cup neared its conclusion.

And the 37-year-old, due to retire
after the tournament, insisted now was
the time when players such as himself
and fellow two-time World Cup win-
ners Ponting and Adam Gilchrist
would come into their own.

"The next two weeks for us is the
showcase time for the whole tourna-
ment, and our senior players, who
have been in World Cups before, |
think that's when you'll see them stand
up and start enjoying the tournament
forwhatitis."

TEAMS

AUSTRALIA (probable): Adam
Gilchrist, Matthew Hayden, Ricky
Ponting (captain), Michael Clarke,
Andrew Symonds, Brad Hodge,
Michael Hussey, Brad Hogg, Nathan
Bracken, Shaun Tait, Glenn McGrath.

SRI LANKA (probable): Upul
Tharanga, Sanath Jayasuriya, Kumar
Sangakkara, Mahela Jayawardene
(captain), Chamara Silva, Tillakaratne
Dilshan, Russel Arnold, Farveez
Maharoof, Chaminda Vaas, Muttiah
Muralidaran, Dilhara Fernando.
Umpires: Billy Doctrove and Aleem
Dar.

Semis itself

FROM PAGE 20
team to play against Australia which

means no rest for key fast bowler, the
injury-plagued Shane Bond.

"We did a lot of that before the World
Cup,"said the skipper.

"The only thing that would sway me
isif someoneis carryinganinjury.”

Fleming said New Zealand were not
concemed at this stage who they
played in the semifinals or whether they
had to travel to Jamaica or St Lucia for
thegame.

"l guess we'll see over the week who
we're likely to play and what we can
control," he said.

SA destiny

FROM PAGE 20
Fleming said he expected the South
Africa-England game to be tight but
thought South Africa might be under
more pressure.

"They are two similar sides," said
Fleming whose team have made
sure of their semifinal place along
with defending champions Australia
and SriLanka.

"l guess it's going to be dealing
with pressure. It's a quarter-final
scenario. There will be a lot of pres-
sure on both sides.

"There will be expectations on
South Africa to win it because of
their ranking and the side they have.
England are in a coming-from-
behind situation with the least to
lose in that sense. It will be a good
contest."

Kallis, meanwhile, said South
Africa still believed they could win
the tournament.

"Three big performances by the
team and we end up with the World
Cup in our hands. | believe we are
capable of doing it and | think every-
one in the team believes we are
capable of doing it," he said.
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Bond

Oram

Patel

Styris

McMillan

NEWZEALAND

Fulton ¢ Hall b Ntini

Fleming c Boucher b Pollock
Taylorlbw b Nel

Styris ¢ Gibbs b Peterson
McMillan not out

Oramb Nel

McCullum not out

Extras: (Ib-3, w-8, nb-1)

Total: (For 5 wickets in 48.2 overs)
Did not bat: Vettori, Franklin, Bond, Patel.

Fall of wickets: 1-25, 2-42, 3-120, 4-176, 5-192.

Bowler
Pollock
Ntini

Nel

Hall
Kallis
Peterson

Result: New Zealand won by five wickets.

Man-of-the-match: Craig McMillan
Toss: New Zealand.

10 1 26 2 nb-1,w-1
5 2 23 0 -
10 1 36 0 -
3 0 16 0 w-2
5 0 23 3 -
R M B 4s 6s
16 30 32 3 0
50 133 84 6 0
10 22 17 1 0
56 141 84 4 0
38 84 55 2 1
10 22 18 1 0
4 1 1 1 0
12
196
(o] M R W NB/W
10 0 30 1 w-2
10 0 42 1 w-1
9.2 0 33 2 nb-1,w-1
8 0 32 0 w-2
4 0 17 0 -
7 0 39 1 w-2

Umpires: M Benson (England) and D Harper (Australia)

Match referee: B Broad (England)

Emily puts Abahani atop

SPORTS REPORTER

A brace by Zahid Hossain Emily
shot Abahani to the top of the B.
League table for the first time with a
3-1win over Farashganj yesterday.

Abahani conceded their first
goal in the competition after
Biplab's 540-minute record of a
clean sheet at the sky-blues goal
but the management was happy to
see national striker Emily return
amongst the goals after a five-
match drought.

Ghanaian forward Awudu
Ibrahim slotted the other goal for
Diego Cruciani's current leaders
who went two points clear of Sheikh
Russel with 14 points from six
games.

Robin captalised on a defence
lapse to reduce the arrears for the
riversiders, who remained on six
points after as many games, in
second-half stoppage time.

With an attacking 4-3-3 forma-
tion, Abahani began brightly as
confidence oozed from the strings
of neat passes that gave them
absolute domination against a side

that eventually cost their premier-
ship trophy in the last season with
two goalless draws.

However, superior ball posses-
sion was notenough as Farashganj
-- who held local heavyweights
Brothers, Muktijoddha and Sheikh
Russel in three of their last four
outings -- packed their defence with
eightmen.

Ujjal fired wide at the far post
after Argentine striker Parodi set
him free in the fifth minute while
Ibrahim's final passes on a couple
of occasions were inaccurate.

The pressure told in the 20th
minute when centre-back Nazrul
won a tackle in the opposition half
for Ujjal switching it to Emily, who
separated the two sides with a
sublime shot. The Abahani No. 10,
who has been kept in the side
despite showing poor finishing in the
earlier games, unleashed a right-
footed volley from 40 yards into the
top left corner, giving Farashganj
keeper Azam no chance to react. It
was the first time Abahani have
scored in the first half.

Azam however did well to flick
an Ujjal effort from 20 yards into his
sidenetting midway through the
half before denying Parodi on one-
on-one. Two minutes before the
break, skipper Joy who had
another good day on the pitch, saw
his header on a corner clear the
crossbar by inches.

The depleted Farashganj were
without attacking options in
absence of Ugandan forward Idris
as they remained defensive after
the break, allowing the home side
to put more pressure.

Parodi should have doubled the
lead three minutes after resumption
when he had only the goalkeeper to
beat but his feeble effort after
Ibrahim's brilliant through can only
be called a 'parody of a shot' that
rolled on straightto Azam.

The sky-blues finally increased
the margin in the 64th minute when
Ibrahim raced past Azam with an
overhead pass from Ujjal to blast
the ball into the back of the net for
his second league goal.

Eight minutes later, midfielder
Sanchez's genius through -- the
Argentine's last touch in the game
before being substituted -- split the
rival defence and Emily went round
the keeper to place the ball into an
empty net and seal Abahani's
fourth consecutive win following a
pair of scoreless draws.

Farashganj scored a consola-
tion goal in the first minute of the
injury time when the tightest
backline of the season made the
first slip with Abahani right fullback
Siraji handing a gift to Mohammed
Ali. The substitute Farashganj
attacker sped into the box and beat
Biplab with a square pass for Robin
totapin for his third goal.

"We have conceded our first
goal due to that sloppy piece of
defending by Siraji. Otherwise | am
satisfied with the overall perfor-
mance, " told Abahani's Argentine
coach Cruciani.

"We played better today and the
possession was superb. The goal
by Emily was great and | am happy
that our main striker has finally
scored.

"I am disappointed that Parodi
wasted a certain chance but he told
me that he failed to make proper
contact due to awkward bounce,"
the former Bangladesh coach
added.

Farashganj assistant coach
Rezaul Haque Jamal admitted his
side were too defensive. "We faced
three big teams in the last four
weeks. Not only that we worked
hard but also lost key players due to
injuries. That is why we tried to
defend but Abahani played really
well," he said.

Yellow cards: Ujjal (Abahani) and
Faisal, Arup (Farashganj)
TEAMS

Abahani: Biplab, Siraji, Nazrul,
Caporale, Joy, Ujjal, Sanchez
(Zahed), Ibrahim, Parodi (Tipu) and
Emily (Parvez).

Farashganj: Azam, Jamal, Faisal,
Riyad, Khaled (Liton), Kutub (Ali),
Kabir, Arup, Amirul (Tarig), Rony
and Robin.

Referee: MansurAzad.

BCCI satisfied
with players’
explanations

CRICINFO,undated

The Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) has expressed its
satisfaction with the explanations
it received from Sachin Tendulkar
and Yuvraj Singh to the show-
cause notice issued to them.

The BCCI had asked the two
players to explain their comments
to the media about former coach
Greg Chappell.

"We have gone through their
letters and we are satisfied with
the explanation," Rajiv Shukla,
the board vice-president, told PTI.
Shukla refused to go into the
details of the letters sent by the
two players and said that the
board now considered the matter
closed.

"If in future any player speaks
to the media, he will be given
notice by the Board," said
Niranjan Shah, the BCCI secre-
tary. "Every player should remem-
ber that the game is more impor-
tant than individuals."

The BCCI's working commit-
tee, that met in Mumbai on April 7,
decided that Tendulkar and Yuvraj
had breached the board's Code of
Conduct. The notices to both
players with a seven-day deadline
were senton April 9.

On April 4 The Times of India
published an interview with
Tendulkar in which he said that
Indian cricketers would be disap-
pointed with Chappell if he ques-
tioned their attitude.

Rakib completes
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Tournamentathome.

He defeated FIDE Master
Mahfuzur Rahman in the final round
to secure 11 points from 13 games
to ensure his maiden national title
and the third norm.

The Biman player won eleven
matches in the competition besides
one defeat against International
Master (IM) Enamul Hossain and
drew with Shakil.

GM Ziaur and IM Enamul bagged
9.5 points each and face off in a
play-off match today to settle the
runners-up position.

FIDE Master Aminul Islam, who
managed an IM norm from this
tournament, finished fourth with 8.5
points.

WC grounds

FGM P GE 20

that could take place," Lockerbie
told the Caribbean Media
Corporation.

"l highly urge the governments
from the region that didn't have to
put in lights because the World Cup
doesn't have any day/night
matches, to look at phase two in
their venues and make sure that all
of the features are finished. Lights
would be great.”

The grounds being used for the
World Cup have either been newly-
built or refurbished at a combined
cost of over 200 million dollars.

We'll bounce

FROM PAGE 20

"The guys are disappointed to lose
but I'm not unhappy with the way we
played because the conditions had
such a bearing on the game," added
Smith.

"Inthe first 20 overs it was difficult to
get through and hard to set a big total.
We did well to drag it out until the 49th
overwhen they batted.

"If we had got to 220-230, it
would have given us areal chance."

Bob murder still

FROM PAGE 17

"I now have some of the results
which are excellent and give a
clearer picture of what took place,"
Shields said.

However, he added that this
does not bring them any closer to
identifying who entered Woolmer's
room on the nightin question.

"It's too early to speak specifi-
cally about a suspect," Shields said
Saturday.

Meanwhile, the dozens of cam-
eras and journalists which were a
regular sight in the hotel lobby have
long disappeared as the investiga-
tiondrags on.

Since  Woolmer died, several
theories about the reasons for his
death have emerged, the most
popular being that he was aware of
match-fixing in the sport and he was
about to blow the whistle on corrup-
tion.

Woolmer's widow, Gill, has
admitted that he had been writing a
book but denied that this had any-
thing to do with match-fixing.

Jeff Rees of the International
Cricket Council (ICC) anti-
corruption unit is trying to determine
if match-fixing was a factor and
Jamaica police have provided him
with aliaison officer.

Woolmer's body remains in a
local funeral parlour. From there, at
some stage, it will transported to his
Cape Town home.

Itis unclear when the case will be
solved.

With parliamentary elections due
by October, some locals believe that
the Woolmer investigation may be
relegated in priority as police turn
their attentions to keeping the peace
on Kingston's volatile streets in the
run-up to the polls.

Yousuf ready to captain

FROM PAGE 20

"In the past, in Pakistan sides, there
have always been many ex-
captains or players who wanted to
lead and that hurt the team. That
has to be avoided this time."

Earlier on Friday, veteran bats-
man Younis said he had rejected
an offer to become Pakistan cap-
tain, saying he was "very disap-
pointed" with the furious public
reaction to the team's World Cup
exit.

Younis was deputy for nearly
two years to Inzamam, who
resigned after the shock first-round
loss to minnows Ireland sent them
tumbling out of the tournament.

"I make an effort to play for the
glory of my country with total com-
mitment. | am very disappointed
the way we were greeted when we
returned from the World Cup,"
Younis told the Urdu-language
Express newspaper.

"It is not a pleasant thing if
threatening calls are made to
players' homes, their effigies are
burned, the players' pictures are
blackened and put on donkeys.
How can | lead the team under
these circumstances?"

Younis told Geo television
separately that he had been

offered the captaincy, but had
turned it down for personal rea-
sons.

"l have declined the offer to
captain the Pakistan team," he told
the private station in an interview
aired on Friday.

"I have a family and | am
recently married and | want to
spend more and more time with
them," he explained.

"l accept being a captain is a
hard job in Pakistan. You are alone
at the top and there is no one to
support you if you fail. | can never
enjoy being a captain."

Younis has scored 4,291 runs in
53 Tests with a healthy average of
48.21. In 149 one-day internation-
als, he had scored 3,960 with an
average of 31.42.

He was captain for the
Champions Trophy in India in
October when Inzamam was
banned for the Oval Test ball-
tampering controversy last year.

But Younis initially refused the
role at the time, saying he did not
want to be a "dummy captain,”
apparently over differences with
some of the senior players and over
some selections.

Kiwis fly
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Fleming was dropped twice, on 24
by wicketkeeper Boucher off Nel
and on 36 by Gibbs at backward
point off Kallis.

Fleming finally fell to a good
catch by Boucher, standing up to
Shaun Pollock, after facing 84 balls
and hitting six fours.

McMillan joined Styris and batted
aggressively to remove any anxiety
from the New Zealand dressing
room before Styris fell to left-arm
spinner Robin Peterson with 18 still
needed.

Styris faced 84 balls and hit four
fours.

Man Utd
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But the Algerian international did
surprise United in the 26th minute --
with another dazzling finish. Gavin
Mahon's long throw was not ade-
quately dealt with by the United
defence and the striker hooked a
spectacular overhead kick in off the
crossbar.

However, the equaliser inevita-
bly acted as anirritant to Ferguson's
men and they were ahead again
barely two minutes later. Rooney
broke clear down the right and
presented Ronaldo with the sim-
plest of tasks with a finish from two
yards out.

Portuguese international winger
Ronaldo cannot have envisaged a
more impressive week, coming
days after his one-man demolition of
Roma and signing a new 120,000
pounds (240,000 dollars) a week
contract.

Damien Francis flashed a
header wide for Watford but the
Premiership's bottom club needed
goalkeeper Richard Lee, a boyhood
United fan, to expertly repel a
Rooney shot over the crossbar from
close-range just before half-time.

Watford, to their credit, looked
more determined after the break
with van der Sar needing to be alert
to keep Bouazza's deep cross from
finding the corner.

But Rooney's second, in the 66th
minute, ended the Hornets' adven-
ture for another year as he tapped in
Smith's pass. Substitute
Richardson added a clever fourth
late on, advancing to chip Lee, with
Smith the creator once again.
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