
The Barshobaran (Bangla New Year 
ce lebra t ion)  programme by 
Chhayanat, which has become the 
most highlighted event on Pahela 
Baishakh will be aired live from 
Ramna Botomool on Channel i. 

Like every year, artistes and 
hundreds of thousands of people 
will usher in the Bangla New Year 
with music, including Tagore, 
Nazrul and folk, namely traditional 
Bangla songs.

A p a r t  f r o m  C h h a y a n a t ' s  
Barshobaran, programmes by 
other major cultural organisations 
at different corners of the country 
will also be featured on Channel i.

KAVITA CHARANJI

D
R Bhaswar Banerjee has all 
the makings of an excellent 
reciter -- a good voice and a 

perfect grip of pronunciation and 
modulation. One of his favourite 
poems is Jibonanda Das's haunting 
Aat bachor aager ek din. 

 “Recitation is my passion,” says 
Banerjee, who is deputy director 
(TV-programme training) at the 
National Institute of Mass Commu-
nication, Dhaka, pointing out that 
this art form has attracted him since 
childhood.

Explaining his interest in recita-
tion, he asserts that he is drawn by 
the “technique of presenting 
poems, emotional colour, feeling of 
the words and vocal tone.” 

Although he has been active on 
other fronts such as acting, direc-
tion, research, radio and TV, 
workshops and teaching, he is 
primarily known as a reciter. To his 
credit he has cut 10 CDs along with 
other reciters.

Among the senior reciters, he 
counts Asaduzzaman Noor, Pijush 
B a n d y o p a d h y a y,  J a y a n t a  
Chaterjee, Pranga Laboni and the 
late Gulam Mustafta. Talking about 
the younger crop of reciters, he 
cites Shimul Mustafa and Mahidul 
Islam.

Recitation and theatre go hand in 
hand, maintains Banerjee. He cites 
the case of great theatre personali-
ties late Shambhu Mitra (from 
Kolkata) and late Kazi Sabyasachi, 
son of the National Poet Kazi 

Nazrul Islam who were reciters par 
excellence.

Tracing the origins of recitation in 
Bangladesh, Banerjee says that the 
trend began after the Liberation 
War but was dominated largely by a 

few actors such as late Gulam 
Mustafa, late Khan Majlish and 
Khan Ataur Rahman.

Recitation, points out Banerjee, 
needs rigorous practice. In the 
process of training, a poem should 

be read 10 times so that the reciter 
imbibes the “inner meaning of the 
poem and words.” A key element is 
the understanding of the rhythm of 
the poem. “Bengali poetry is 
distinctive because of its unique 
rhythm,” he says.

Currently Banerjee is busy 
conducting workshops and holding 
recitation productions for his 23-
year-old  recitation group Katha 
Abritti Charcha Kendra. Another 
project is the translation of Mohan 
Rakesh's play Aashad Ka Ek Din 
from Hindi to Bangla. He is also 
keen to direct this play and may 
conduct rehearsals from June.

Last year's milestone for 
Banerjee was the direction of a play 
titled Aleek Babu for Natyajan 
group. The production traveled to 
many parts of India: Kolkata, Delhi, 
Lucknow and Chandanagar at the 
invitation of the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (ICCR). The play 
received a warm response from the 
audience.

Banerjee's home at Green Road 
hums with activities as his and his 
wife Sharmila Bandyopadhyay's 
(Manipuri and Odissi exponent) 
students pour in. Culture seems to 
run in the family and their daughter 
Sudeshna Swayamprabha com-
bines her studies with Bharatnatyam 
and Manipuri dance.

Banerjee has a message for the 
current crop of reciters: “If they want 
to achieve any kind of recognition 
from the audience, they have to 
exercise their voice and work hard.”
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Nobobarsho Boron

Organiser: Chhayanat

Venue: Ramna Botomool, Ramna 
Park

Date and Time: April 14, starts at 
6:00am

Organiser: Wrishiz Shilpi Gosthi

Venue:  Shishu Park premises

Date and Time: April 14, starts at 
7:00am

Film Screening
Film: Turup

Organiser: Alliance Francaise de 
Dacca 

Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dacca, 
auditorium

Date: April 12

Time: 6:30pm

Theatre Festival
Organiser: Oboyob Natya Dol 

Play: Shey Ek Rajyo

Troupe: Aboyab Natya Dol

Venue: Experimental TheatreHall, 
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy 

Date: April 11

Time: 7:00pm

Play: A man for all seasons

Troupe: Prachyanat

Venue: Mahila Shomiti Milonayaton, 
Bailyroad

Date: April 10

Time: 7:00pm

Rangeen Utshob: 
25 Years of Natural 
Dyes in 
Bangladesh

Organiser: The National Crafts 
Council of Bangladesh
Date: April 5-May 5
Venue: Aranya, 60 Kamal Ataturk 
Avenue Banani

Photography 
Exhibition
Title: Aesthetic Beauty of Trees

Photographer: Ismat Jahan

Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, House 16 
Road 36, Gulshan Avenue

Date: April 5-18

Time:11:00am-8pm
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ICC World Cup 2007

On BTV at 7:15pm

Bangladesh Vs England 

L ive  f rom Kensington Oval ,  
Barbados

PICK OF THE DAY
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ERSHAD KAMOL

Many plays highlight the struggle of 
the oppressed. Harun-ur-Rashid's 
play Jalodash is one of the few 
remarkable tragedies in Bangla that 
analyse and portray the mode of 
oppression and the plight of the 
proletariat class. 

Featuring the miseries of the 
'fisherman' community, Jalodash 
brings to light the various ways 
hoarders manipulate and exploit 
these people. Rashid also touches 
the issue of exploitation of the poor 
by several NGOs in the name of 
'community development'. 

Fundamentalism and complex-
ity of village politics appear as an 
undercurrent in Jalodash. Many 
among these unfortunate ones 
leave their ancestral profession, 
many lean towards crime, many 
are forced to move and many die. 

Nader Chowdhury's directorial 
compositions deserve plaudits. He 
has successfully created scenes 
such as the hustle bustle by a 
riverbank where the fishermen sell 
their catch to the wholesalers. 
Rituals in daily rural life have been 
used as elements to create an apt 
ambiance. However, scenes such 
as the fishermen's recreational 
activities need to be improved.

Kamaluddin Kabir has designed 
the set using net and woods. 
However, the use of the net at the 
left corner of the stage appeared 

as a snag to actors during 'fishing' 
scene. Light design is the weakest 
point of the play.

Mahbubur Rahman Tony in the 
role of elderly Haripado performed 
remarkably well, especially in the 
soliloquies where he expresses 
his frustration. Sheikh Shan-e 
Moula as an NGO worker and 
Rafiq Al Razi as Badshah per-

formed well. Sabrina Aktar Liza 
needs to develop her dancing and 
singing skills. Rest of the actors 
seemed quite monotonous in the 
play.

Dhaka Padatik staged Jalodash 
at the Experimental Theatre Stage 
on April 9, as part of the ongoing 
theatre festival arranged by 
Oboyob Natya Dal.

ATN Bangla will air Jokhon Shob Alo Nibhey 
Jaye, a single episode play on April 14 at 
8pm. Directed by Shumanto Aslam the play 
focuses on the issues of dowry and its 
negative impact on society. 

The central character in the story is Tupa 
-- an average Bangladeshi girl, who dreams 
of a blissful married life. She is getting 
married. Rupom, her brother is overseeing 
all the arrangements for the wedding dinner. 
In the midst of this wedding chaos, Rupom 
finds his father to be very concerned; the 
groom's side has not arrived yet. Tupa's 
father has failed to come up with the amount 
he had promised as dowry.

The cast includes Tarin, Mahfuz Ahmed, 
Abul Kashem, Dihan and others.

Jackie Chan on Saturday launched 
a Chinese TV competition aimed at 
scouting out new action movie 
talent, saying more than 100,000 
people have already signed up for a 
shot at kung fu stardom.

"A lot of actors are good at 
fighting but (their style) is not 
beautiful," the Chinese star and 
stunt man, who turned 53 Saturday, 
said in Beijing.

"If you can incorporate dance 
with an ability to perform kung fu, 
that would be better," Chan told an 

audience that included a selected 
20 of the show's contestants and 
some Chinese celebrities.

The TV show, whose English title 
is The Disciple, is jointly produced 
by Chan and Beijing TV Station, 
known as BTV.

The show will run from March to 
October, with 10 winners appearing 
in a movie to be produced by Chan, 
organisers said. The movie will be 
released before the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics, Chan said.

Source: Internet

People's Theatre 
Association (PTA) held a 
three-day workshop for 
children on Theatre 
recently at Nawabganj. 
Around 150 children from 
four local schools partici-
pated at the workshop. On 
the last day of the work-
shop PTA staged 
Shukumar Ray's Obak 
Jolpan. The play was 
directed by Liaquat Ali 
Lucky, general secretary, 
PTA

Recitation is a calling
In conversation with Dr Bhaswar Banerjee

TV Watch
Chhayanat's Barshobaran to be aired live 
on Channel i

TV play 'Jokhon Shob Alo Nibhey Jaye' on 
ATN Bangla

Oboyob Theatre Festival '07

'Jalodash': A saga of 
oppression

Jackie Chan launches Chinese 
TV reality show

Channel i is airing black and white 
films of the '60s and '70's known as 
the golden era in Bangladeshi film 
industry. Starting from March 30, the 

programme titled Aktel Sonali 
Chhobir Mohotsab is aired after 
2pm news every last Friday of the 
month

Channel i to air classic Bangla 
films 

Dr Bhaswar Banerjee

Jackie Chan

Artistes of Chhayanat perform at the Ramna Botomul FILE PHOTO

Actors of Dhaka Padatik stage Jalodash
PHOTO: STAR

Tarin and Dihan in the single episode play 
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