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Barcelona's Lionel Messi (L) tries to run past a tackle from Zaragoza's Diogo during their Primera Liga at the Romareda Stadium in Zaragoza on Saturday.

Barca falter at wrong hour

AFP, Madrid
Real Zaragoza
‘. blew the Spanish
titte race wide

. @ open with a 1-0
home win over
reigning champi-
ons Barcelona

on Saturday, the

LFI only goal of the
game coming

from Argentine sharpshooter Diego
Milito.

Barcelona still lead La Liga by
two points but will lose pole position
with nine games remaining if
Sevilla beat Racing Santander on
Sunday.

"It wasn't our night but they
deserved this result. They scored
and we didn't have the capacity to
change the result," admitted
Barcelona coach Frank Rijkaard.

Milito found the net after 58
minutes, chipping the ball past
Barca goalkeeper Victor Valdes
from close range after an outstand-
ing pass from close to the touchline
by his Argentine compatriot Andres
D'Alessandro.

"This was revenge for Barca
beating us here and knocking us
out of the (Spanish) Cup in
February. | think we were up for this

game from the very first minute,”
added Milito.

Milito's 19th goal of the season
makes him the joint top scorer in
the Spanish first division, and was a
just reward for Zaragoza being the
best side up to that point.

First half chances fell to
D'Alessandro, Carlos Diogo and
Sergio Garcia but Barca grimly held
on until the break.

Barca almost equalised within
seconds of Milito's goal but
Zaragoza goalkeeper Cesar Perez
came out on top a one-on-one
situation with Deco and the visitors
never had a better chance in the
remaining half hour.

Zaragoza are now unbeaten in
seven games and are in contention
to qualify for the Champions
League for the firsttime.

"Overall this was our best 90
minutes of the season. They way
that Barca play means that this was
always going to be an open game
and so we had the chance to sur-
prise them. We beat them by play-
ing football," reflected Zaragoza
coach Victor Fernandez.

Barcelona were without their
three-time African Player of the
Year Samuel Eto'o, who sustained
amuscle strain at the top of his right
legin training earlier this week.

Media speculation in Spain
suggested Eto'o had actually been
left out to prevent more racist
taunting of the Cameroon striker,
but it was a suggestion strongly
refuted by Barcelona coach Frank
Rijkaard.

"His absence is because he's
not fit to play. For us, it's always
better if he's with the team," said
Rijkaard on Friday.

Eto'o threatened to walk off the
pitch during last season's match at
Zaragoza after receiving racist
abuse from the home crowd.

Zaragoza move up to fourth
place, ahead of Valencia on goal
difference, after the 2002 and 2004
Spanish champions went down 1-0
at struggling Athletic Bilbao later on
Saturday.

Athletic's Igor Gabilondo got the
only goal of the game with a cheeky
right foot back-heel after 27 min-
utes, following a pass from Joseba
Etxeberria.

Valencia piled on the pressure in
the second half in a bid to get an
equaliser but just came up short.

David Villa hit the cross bar after
78 minutes and then, six minutes
from time, Valencia's Spanish
international striker sent a free kick
from 30 metres just inches past the
post.

The victory means Athletic climb
out of the relegation zone and
improves their chances of keeping
their historic status of being ever-
present in the Spanish first division
although every other team in the
bottom half of the table plays on
Sunday.

Real Madrid are three points
behind Sevilla in third and face
Osasuna looming on Sunday.

Both sides have been hit by
suspensions, with Real losing
midfielder Fernando Gago and
Jose Maria 'Guti' Gutierrez while
Osasuna will be without their own
midfield pair of Hector Font and
Juanfran Torres.

Osasuna will also be without top
scorer Roberto Soldado who is on
loan from Madrid and cannot play
against his old club because of a
clauseinthe deal.

Former England captain David
Beckham will miss his fourth
straight league game for Real
Madrid following a knee injury last
month.

However, Roberto Carlos and
Jose Antonio Reyes have recov-
ered from their injuries and coach
Fabio Capello included both menin
the Real squad to face the
Pamplona-based side.

Spurs fans
released

AFP, Seville

The seven Tottenham Hotspur fans
arrested after Thursday's UEFA Cup
match between Sevilla and the
London side have been released,
confirmed a police spokesman here
Saturday.

Six were arrested inside the sta-
dium for trying to ‘attack an agent of
authority' after the game and one more
was later apprehended outside
Sevilla's Sanchez Pizjuan stadium
afterthe home side hadwon 2-1.

The seven were each fined
between 900 and 1,500 euros (1,200-
2,000 dollars) after facing a local court
on Saturday morning.

The spokesman did not say
whether it was a member of the police
or a private security guard who was
attacked nor how the seven were
going to return to Britain.

Thursday's incidents in Spain
came only 24 hours after 13
Manchester United fans were taken to
hospital after fighting between rival
fans and police at Roma's Olympic
stadiumin ltaly.

Fighting in Seville between the
Spurs fans and the police started
about 10 minutes in the game.

Ahardcore group of between 20 to
30 Tottenham fans threw seats and
stones at the police for approximately
25minutes.

Accounts differ as to the cause of
the trouble during the game, for which
noonewas initially arrested.

Tottenham supporters have sug-
gested that the police were heavy-
handed in their treatment of late-
arriving Spurs fans.

"It had been a perfect day up to
then but was spoilt by some over-
zealous police officers, who started
throwing their weight around, for want
ofabetterterm," said Daniel Wynne, of
Tottenham Hotspur Supporters' Trust.

By contrast, the same police
sources and local authorities have
accused drunk Spurs fans of causing
thetrouble.

"Some Tottenham fans under the
influence of alcohol attacked the
private security officers and police,
there were some incidents as security
tried to overcome the fans and nothing
more," said Faustino Valdes, a repre-
sentative of the Spanish government
basedin Seville.

Schalke

AFP, Berlin

| Gerald Asamoah
marked his full
return from injury
with a goal to help
Schalke 04
tighten their grip
on the Bundesliga
with a 2-0 home
win against tailenders Borussia
Moenchengladbach on Saturday.

After last week's 2-0 loss at
Bayern, Schalke coach Mirko
Slomka desperately needed a win
to keep their advantage as the Ruhr
side bid for their first Bundesliga
title since 1958.

But with six games left this
season -- and their challengers VB
Stuttgart securing a 4-2 win over
Hamburg, and champions Bayern a
2-1 victory at Hanover -- the battle
for the championship is far from
over.

After a sluggish first half Schalke
took control through a 57th-minute
opener from Germany striker
Asamoah, who was starting his first
match since the horrific double leg
fracture he suffered last
September.

Striker Kevin Kuranyi then broke
his goal drought when he added a
second after 71 minutes.

"It was hard-fought, but we
completely deserve this win," said
Slomka.

The win lifts Schalke, who have
won just one of their six away
games in the Bundesliga, four
points clear of VfB Stuttgart (52)
who move into second spot ahead
of Werder Bremen.

Werder Bremen, who have 51
points, can however reclaim sec-
ond spot on Sunday when they host
Nuremberg.

Fourth-placed Bayern, whose 2-
2 draw at AC Milan on Tuesday has
left them with one foot in the
Champions League semi-finals,
are six points behind the leaders.

The reigning champions proved
they can never be ruled out as they
bounced back after going a goal
down a minute before the break
through Hanover's Dutch midfielder
Arnold Bruggink.

Martin Demichelis got the

In cruise

equaliser after 52 minutes and
Bastian Schweinsteiger the winner
after70.

Bayern captain Oliver Kahn
said: "The aim is to finish in a
qualifying spot for the Champions
League, butin football anything is
possible, particularly when your
rivals are having problems."

VfB Stuttgart proved their title
credentials when they raced to a 3-
0 lead after just 27 minutes at
Hamburg thanks to goals from
Brazilian striker Cacau (10), Sami
Khedira (13) and Roberto Hilbert
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control

(27).

Fernando Meira scored the
fourth six minutes after the break
before Hamburg hit back with goals
from Czech midfielder David
Jarolim (67) and Croatia striker
Ivica Olic (76).

At the other end of the table the
frantic scramble to avoid the drop
now includes 12 teams, with just
five points separating seventh-
placed VfL Wolfsburg and the team
they beat 3-2 Saturday, Mainz 05,
who are in 17th position.

PHOTO: AFP
Bayern Munich midfielder Bastian Schweinsteiger hurls at the corner flag as
inrage after scoring against Hanover at the AWD-Arena on Saturday.

Barca legend
Gonzalvo dies

AFP, Barcelona

Mariano Gonzalvo, one of the stars of
Spanish giants Barcelona in the 1940s
and 50s, has died at the age of 84, the
clubsaid on Sunday.

Gonzalvo, an old style inside right
and former Barcelona captain, played
for the club for 14 seasons between
1942 and 1956. He won five La Liga
titles, three Spanish Cups and played
for Spain on 16 occasions.

Gonzalvo lll, as he was usually
known in Spain because two older
brothers were also professional football
players, played in five of Spain's six
matches at the 1950 World Cup, includ-
ingtheirfamous 1-Owin over England.

In the final round, the only time the
World Cup has been decided by a
league system, he played in the 2-2
draw againsteventual winners Uruguay
and Spain's 6-1loss to Brazil.

Spain finished fourth at the 1950
World Cup, their bestever placing.

1860's novel
idea

AFP, Munich

German second division club 1860
Munich have come up with a novel
way of raising funds to strengthen their
playing squad.

The club that lives perpetually in
the shadow of its neighbours Bayern
Munich, is asking fans to buy club
scarves for 50 euros so they will be
able to afford new players in the close
season.

"We desperately need some
money," said general manager Stefan
Ziffner, who hopes to raise a million
euros. "We don't have any other
choice, we have to stick together."

In return for their 50 euros, fans will
receive a scarf inscribed with the
words: "Forthe future of the Lions."

Half the money raised will go to
buying new players while the rest will
be used to balance the books, the club
said.

1860 were the major club in their
city until the late 1960s and they were
champions in 1966. Bayern helped out
their neighbours last season by lend-
ing 1860 11 million euros.

Abidal in
Valencia link

INTERNET, undated

France defender Eric Abidal has
hinted he is unsettled at Lyon with
Valencia among the clubs reportedly
interested in his signature.

The 27-year-old starting left back
for France's World Cup final team last
year did little to deny reports he
wanted a move in a TV interview to
TF1 channelon Sunday.

Asked if playing for Valencia
would suit him, Abidal replied: "Yes,
why not?"

He continued: "I have a little idea
which | have submitted to president
(Lyon president Jean-Michel) Aulas.

"He's the one who for now will
decide on the two remaining years of
my contract."

C'Ron should
stay: Becks

INTERNET, undated

Former England captain David
Beckham has advised Cristiano
Ronaldo to stay at Manchester United
forthe good of his career.

The Portugal winger has been
linked with both Real Madrid -
Beckham's club until the end of the
season when he will move to Major
League Soccer with the Los Angeles
Galaxy - and Barcelona in recent
months.

After last summer's World Cup
Ronaldo was heavily criticised for the
part he played in getting United team-
mate Wayne Rooney sent off during
England's quarterfinal defeat against
Portugal.

But Beckham, who received similar
treatment after his sending-off at the
1998 World Cup, believes Ronaldo
should stay at Old Trafford under the
guidance of SirAlex Ferguson.

"He is at the right club. He is being
looked after by a manager who knows
how to look after someone who has
been through what he has," the former
United midfielder told the Sunday
Express.

"I may not have got through the
things | did without the United man-
ager, the players and the fans.

"l owe them everything."

Mascherano
laments
Hammers move

INTERNET, undated

Liverpool's Javier Mascherano admit-
ted that looking back now, he wonders
how he ever agreed to a move to West
Ham.

"God knows when | would have
played football again had | stayed
there [at West Ham]," Mascherano
told the News of the World.

"It has been very tough because |
knew | wasn't going to play any more
games at West Ham and | thank
Liverpool for coming in forme.

"I wondered what would happen to
my career - at my age | need to be
playing. | asked myself 1,000 times
why did | agree to go to West Ham.

"Now | owe it to myself and the
world to show that | am good enough
toplayinthe Premier League."

Rafa ruthless on PSV

AFP, Reading

Rafa Benitez said
he will not be
resting any
players in
Liverpool's
Champions
League clash
with PSV Eindhoven on
Wednesday.

Benitez believes the tie is still not
dead despite Liverpool's 3-0 lead
and he will not leave out Steven
Gerrard to give his captain a much-
needed break.

The Reds boss saw his side take
a step towards securing a third-
place finish in the Premiership with a
2-1 win at Reading on Saturday.

And Benitez is determined to
keep the momentum going against
the Dutch in the quarterfinal second
leg atAnfield.

"If we get a few goals ahead |
might make some changes to the
team, but the tie is still not over and
we still have alotto do," he said.

"Players like Steven Gerrard and
Steve Finnan have played a lot of
games recently and it would be
good to give them a rest, but if | do
that people say Steven is not happy
about being dropped.

"It is a very important part of the
season and we need all of our best

CHAMPIONS

players on the pitch for the important
matches."

Benitez is thinks Spain midfielder
Xavi Alonso will be fit in time to face
PSV. "Xavi has a slight groin injury
that needed a bit of rest and hope-
fully he will be okay for the game
against Eindhoven," he said.

"l did not want to risk him today
as he was still feeling it a bit but he
should be alright for the coming big
games.

"If we can win these games and
get into the top four and the
Champions League final that would
be great and that is what we are
aiming for."

Goals from Alvaro Arbelo and
substitute Dirk Kuyt were enough to
beat Reading, who have not won a
game since February 10, a winless
run of seven matches.

This was Liverpool's third victory
in a row and they are looking in
ominous form as they battle to reach
a second Champions league final in
three years.

Benitez made five changes from
the PSV game, bringing in Mark
Gonzalez, Craig Bellamy, Mo
Sissoko, Arbeloa and Sami Hyypia.

Kuyt, suspended for next
Wednesday's game, dropped to the
bench to be replaced by Bellamy.

Left-back Arbeloa opened the
scoring with a crisp 20-yard finish for

his first ever senior goal when he
latched on to Peter Crouch's deft
flick.

Reading equalised in the 46th
minute through captain Ivar
Ingimasson who blasted home
Stephen Hunt's cross.

Benitez made his first change on
50 minutes bringing on Kuyt for the
ineffectual Bellamy, who petulantly
stomped off the pitch.

That switch proved to be decisive
as Kuyt, who had scored both of the
goals in Liverpool's 2-0 victory over
Reading in November, met
Pennant's deft cross to score with a
firm header from eight yards out.

Substitute John Arne Riise came
close to adding a third, but
Hahnemann made a fine block from
his 20-yard shot and pushed it round
the postininjury time.

Reading boss Steve Coppell
thought his side deserved some-
thing out of the game: "l felt we
competed well all over the pitch and
if we had taken one or two opportu-
nities we could have won this game.

"We are on a bad run, but we will
keep working hard until we get out of
it. Thatis the only thing we can do."

Inter go cold

AFP, Rome

Inter Milan's 11-
match winning
run away from
home came to a
halt at Reggina
on Saturday
when Roberto
Mancini's Italian
league leaders could only manage
a0-Odraw.

Unbeaten Inter's amazing
record -- 25 wins and five draws in
the league this season -- has
meant a draw is seen as a failure
but they no doubt found solace in
their 18-point lead with eight
matches to go.

Second-placed AS Roma
gained some ground with their 2-0
victory against Catania and third-
placed Lazio also claimed three
points in a 1-0 home win against
Messina but they are still 25 points
behind Inter.

The last time Inter failed to win

Zlatan |brahimovic missing and
Reggina fighting relegation, there
was no shame in the result. Julio
Cruz and Olivier Dacourt particu-
larly had good chances to find the
netin the second half.

Roma's Francesco Tavano and
Mirko Vucinic were on target in
their win against Catania which
was played at a neutral venue
because Catania's stadium has not
come up to safety requirements.

Roma even rested a number of
their first choice players with their
biggest match of the season so far
in three days time against
Manchester United in the

Champions League quarterfinal,
second leg. They won 2-1 athome
in the first fixture.

Of the 11 Roma players who
started against Catania, only two
are almost certain to start the
match at Old Trafford -- defender

Philippe Mexes and midfielder
David Pizarro. Francesco Totti,
Brazilian Doni, Rodrigo Taddei
and Cristian Chivu did not play
and Brazilian Mancini, Daniele De
Rossi, and Christian Panucci
came on as substitutes.

It was Roma's first away victory
since beating Torino 2-1 13
matches ago.

AS Roma's city rivals Lazio
managed to win their eighth con-
secutive match following
Guglielmo Stendardo's strike on
the stroke of half-time against
Messina at the Olympic stadium.
Lazio's late-season charge looks
set to earn them Champions
League football next season.

Early-season leaders Palermo,
in fourth place with 48 points, lost
3-1 at home to Cagliari meaning
they have not managed to win in
theirlast nine matches.

Palermo's defeat spurred on AC
Milan in their late match Saturday
when they leapfrogged Empoli with
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PHOTO: AFP
AS Roma players huddle to celebrate a goal against Catania during their Serie A match at the neutral venue of Lecce
on Saturday.
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