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Pope sees 'nothing
positive' from Iraq

AP, Vatican City

In an Easter litany of the world's
suffering, Pope Benedict XVI
lamented that "nothing positive" is
happening in Iraq and decried the
unrest in Afghanistan and blood-
shed in Africa and Asia.

"How many wounds, how much
suffering there is in the world," the
pontiff told tens of thousands
gathered Sunday at St. Peter's
Square on what is Christianity's
most joyful feast day.

Benedict, delivering his tradi-
tional "Urbi et Orbi" Easter address
from the central balcony of St.
Peter's Basilica, read out a long list
of troubling current events, saying
he was thinking of the "terrorism
and kidnapping of people, of the
thousand faces of violence which
some people attempt to justify in
the name of religion, of contempt
for life, of the violation of human
rights and the exploitation of per-
sons."

"Afghanistan is marked by
growing unrest and instability,"
Benedict said. "In the Middle East,
besides some signs of hope in the
dialogue between Israel and the
Palestinian Authority, nothing
positive comes from Iraq, torn apart
by continual slaughter as the civil
population flees."

He singled out what he called
the "catastrophic, and sad to say,
underestimated humanitarian
situation" in Darfur as well as other
African places of suffering, includ-
ing violence and looting in Congo,
fighting in Somalia which, he said,
drove away the prospect of peace
and the "grievous crisis" in
Zimbabwe, marked by crackdowns
on dissidents, a disastrous econ-
omy and severe corruption.

Benedict called for a negotiated
solution to end the drawn-out,
bloody conflict in Sri Lanka, and
said East Timor needs reconcilia-
tion ahead of elections.

Earlier he celebrated Easter
Mass on the steps of St. Peter's
Basilica under hazy sunshine.

The voices of choir boys rang
across the square. Wearing golden
vestments, the pope gripped a
slender, silver crucifix as clerics
sprinkled incense across the steps.
The altar area was ablaze with
color red tulips, orange tiger lilies
and vyellow broom plants were
among the flowers delivered from
the Netherlands and at the end of
the service the pope thanked the
Dutch for the gift.

In an unusual touch for the
Vatican's Easter Mass, black-robed
clerics intoned a long chant from
the Byzantine liturgy. This year,
Eastern and Western celebrations
coincided. The two rites often
celebrate Easter on different dates
because of different church calen-
dars.

Orthodox faithful in the Balkans,
in Russia, in Greece and other
places celebrated Easter with long,
traditional ceremonies. Russia
made an exception to its cutoff of
transport links with George to allow
three charter flights of Georgians to
come to Moscow for the Easter
period.

Benedict ended his appearance
by giving Easter greetings in doz-
ens of languages, including Arabic
and Hebrew, and giving the crowd
his apostolic blessing.

After Sunday's events, Benedict
heads to the papal summer resi-
dence at Castel Gandolfo, in the
Alban Hills south of Rome, for a few
days of rest.

When he returns to Rome,
Benedict has two important dates
on his calendar: his 80th birthday
on April 16, and the second anni-
versary of his election as pope
three days later.

Advocates pressing for a world-
wide moratorium on the death
penalty marched peacefully
through Rome, ending their rally in
St. Peter's Square near the end of
the pope's Mass. Rome Mayor
Walter Veltroni said he was march-
ing because "it happens many
times that an innocent life is taken"
by capital punishment.

National ID, voter list
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stalled ninth parliamentary election.

Talking to reporters at his office
yesterday, Election Commissioner
Brig Gen (retd) M Sakhawat
Hossain said it is not possible to
implement the voter list project in
less than 18 months.

About the pilot project, the elec-
tion commissioner said the EC has
planned to launch the pilot project at
the end of this month or early in May.

"A tentative timeframe for imple-
menting the voter list project and
possible difficulties will be identified
in this process," he said.

Meanwhile a delegation of
Bangladesh Army on Saturday
morning made a multimedia presen-
tation at the EC Secretariat confer-
ence room on the process of imple-
menting the voter list project.

"Experts of Bangladesh Army will
provide all sorts of technological
assistance and build public opinion
for the task. The Election
Commission officials will prepare
the voter list," Election
Commissioner Sakhawat said.

The CEC on last Thursday
however said the army would be
given responsibilities to implement
the massive voter list scheme.

Referring to the army' presenta-
tion, Election Commissioner Sahul
Hossain said, "They showed how
the project would be implemented. It
may require 10 minutes to prepare
an identity card after taking one's
photograph.”

Required number of committees
will be formed comprising army
personnel, chairmen and members
of union parishads and nearest
contestants of last election to the
bodies. They will visit door to door
with digital cameras and other
instruments to simultaneously
prepare voter list with photographs
and national identity cards, Election
Commissioner Sakhawat said.

The identity cards would contain
a set of information about the
cardholders, he added.

Govt extends time
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from previous rate of Tk 15.25.

In the district towns, 10 dealers,
instead of four, will sell rice from now
on.

The government has decided to
sell 2.51 lakh metric tons of rice
across the country under the OMS
programme to cool down the way-
ward market.

Ex-health
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In his complaint, Abul Hossain, a
distributor of multi-level marketing
company Destiny 2000 Pvt Ltd, said
Mosharraf had long been bearing a
grudge against him, as he (complain-
ant) is an AL activist and had worked
forthe party in the lastgeneral election.

The ex-minister's accomplices
took him to the BNP office at Paltan as
he gotout of his Kakrail office at around
5:00pm on June 15 last year. They
gave him a severe beating and
demanded Tk 50,000.

Abul's brothers Hasan and
Jahangirgave the gang Tk 15,000. But
Mosharraf's men told them they would
have to pay Tk 10,000 a month if they
weretorunbusinessesinthe area.

The complainant was even denied
treatment at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) on orders
from the then health minister.

He did not file any case against
them for fear of retribution, Abul
Hossain said.

Advocate Shamsul Haq Rintu
appeared for the complainant.
EXTORTION CHARGES
AGAINST SALAHUDDIN
Another Dhaka court yesterday
framed charges against detained
former BNP lawmaker from Demra
Salahuddin Ahmed and seven others
in two extortion cases.

The cases were filed under the
Speedy Trial (Law and Order
Disruption) Act with Jatrabari and
Demra Police Stations on February 14
and18.

The other accused are Abul
Hashem, Salu, Bareq, Nurul Hagq,
Joynal Abedin, Jamaluddin Tutul and
Mithu. Of them, Salahuddin and Mithu
are now in jail while the rest are still at

minister

large.

Salahuddin and Mithu pleaded not
guilty after Metropolitan Magistrate MA
Salam of the Speedy Trial Court-6 had
read outthe charges againstthem.

In the Jatrabari case, Salahuddin
and three others were accused of
extorting Tk 3 lakh from a cattle trader
ondifferent datesin 2004 and 2006.

In the other case, Salahuddin and
four of his men were charged with
taking Tk 5 lakh from a person in
Demra between October 2001 and
November 2004.
CASEAGAINSTMAMUN
The investigation officer (10) of the Tk
240 crore extortion case against
Giasuddin Al Mamun yesterday
sought a court's permission to seize
different bank cheques given by the
complainantofthe case.

10 Sub-Inspector (SI) Kazi Mainul
Islam said he thinks those cheques
could be vital to prove the charges
against Mamun and others.
CASEAGAINSTABDUL QAYYUM
Metropolitan Magistrate Shamsul
Alam yesterday placed Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) Ward
Commissioner Abdul Qayyum on a
two-day fresh remand in an attempted
murder case.

The case was filed with the Badda
Police Stationin February.

The order came when Qayyum
was produced before the court for
hearingona 10-day remand prayer.

Earlier on March 11, he was taken
on a two-day remand in the same
case.

Pietersen
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Tait's pace while dragging a ball into
his stumps while trying to cut a ball
square.

Glenn McGrath replaced Tait
after an impressive four-over burst
and was immediately greeted by an
expansive Bell who advanced to the
first ball then launched the third over
mid off.

Bell continued to flourish, putting
McGrath out of the attack with three
fours in four balls, then Pietersen
launched Michael Clarke, surpris-
ingly brought rather early, for a
straight four and an even better six
over long-on.

The fifty-stand came off 55 balls
and the onslaught made Ponting
move to spin in the form of Brad
Hogg and medium pace from
Andrew Symonds.

The England pair milked them
with sweeps, drives and nudges.
Pietersen's fifty came off 49 balls
and Bell's followed two balls off 69
deliveries. A huge moment followed
when Ponting who did great to get
near the ball but spilled a horizontal
attempt to catch Pietersen.

The third-wicket pair survived
and brought up a hundred runsin 18
overs.

Biotechnology
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sectorto the government.

Prof Ahmed AAzad, Prof AS Islam,
Prof Jamilur Reza Choudhury, Prof
Naiyyum Choudhury, Prof Haseena
Khan, Dr Firdausi Qadri, Dr Shah M
Faruque and Prof Zeba | Seraj spoke
atthe press conference among others.

The speakers stressed coordina-
tion in biotechnological sector and in
itsresearch.

ProfAzad, who read out the recom-
mendations, urged the government to
form an international scientific advi-
sory committee with expatriate and
local experts to review the scientific,
technological and innovative activities
of NIB to ensure that the institute's
scientific activities conform with the
international trends and practices in
the field of biotechnology.

He also said NIB should cooperate
and facilitate research activities in
modern biotechnology, which are
being carried out in different organisa-
tions and should act as a centre for
human resource development and
technology transferin this field.

"The existing National Institute of
Biotechnology should be an autono-
mous 'research flagship' of a national
commission for biotechnology and
play complementary role in the devel-
opment of biotechnology research in
Bangladesh as the national resource
and training centre," he said.

The experts viewed that a national
commission for biotechnology should
be the focal point for coordination and
promotion of biotechnology through
liaison with relevant government
departments, academic and research
institutions, the private sector and the
funding agencies.

Prof Jamilur Reza Choudhury
hoped that the present government
would take initiative so that biotechno-
logical research can flourish. He said
biotechnology has the potentiality to
develop various sectors and, there-
fore, meet the challenges that we are
facing now.

Expressing disappointment over
the output in biotechnology sector,
Prof Jamilur Reza Choudhury hoped
that within the next few years biotech-
nology would be able to give some
output that can be used for the welfare
ofthis nation.

He also said bio-informatics (com-
bination of biotechnology and informa-
tion technology) could significantly
contribute to the development of
Bangladesh, if the young profession-
als in this sector could be properly
trained.

Zeba | Seraj said, "Biotechnology is
a multidisciplinary subject," adding,
"Coordination is necessary to bring
success inthisfield."

"Several significant works have
been done in biotechnological sector
including tissue culture," she added.

ProfAS Islam said biotechnological
research on health, medicine and
nutrition should be given preference.
CONCLUDING DAY ACTIVITIES
During the final day of the conference,
37 experts presented their research
papers on various sub-sectors of
biotechnology.

The papers were on agricultural
biotechnology, pharmaceutical bio-
technology, waste and salinity man-
agement, etc.

Pioneer of biotechnology educa-
tion in Bangladesh Prof AS Islam
presented his "Draft Position Paper"
yesterday focusing on the status of
biotechnology research in
Bangladesh.

Saying that a nation without sci-
ence is lost, the chair of the final ses-
sion of the conference The Daily Star
Editor Mahfuz Anam lamented that a
thrust on science in general is missing
in Bangladesh.

Fare of CNG
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charge would be Tk 0.75 per minute,
which is Tk 0.50 per minute at pres-
ent.

The drivers will have to pay Tk
450 instead of the present Tk 300 to
the CNG auto rickshaw owners as
the daily deposit.

At the meeting, the adviser
stressed the need for strict monitor-
ing of the CNG three-wheeler oper-
ation to obligate the drivers to go to
any distance on passengers'
demand and to check metre temper-
ing.

If any auto rickshaw driver tries to
charge extra fare or refuses to go to
any destination, his license would
be cancelled and the auto rickshaw
owner would be fined, Matin
warned.

Bangladesh party
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the abridged version of the game.

“Bangladesh reach for the sky,”
was how The Daily Jugantor
described the Tigers' win. Samakal
read: “Tigers win like Tigers.”

While the country was over the
moon, the hero Ashraful was relieved
at finally bridging the gap between
potential and performance with his
half-century that could have easily
been a hundred had he got a few more
overstobat.

"It's a great feeling because South
Africa are number one in the world,"
Ashraful told AFP afterthe match.

"I played good cricket and | was
thinking that if | stay at the wicket then |
have a good chance of scoring big. |
played some improvised shots
because | like these shots and have
practised them alotback home.

"l can realise the mood in
Bangladesh. They love cricket and it
will be an unbelievable feeling for
them."

Bangladesh captain Habibul
Bashar said that the victory gives his
team an outside chance of reaching
the semifinals.

"Yes, we do but we need to work
very hard in the remaining three
matches."

Bangladesh will play England (April
11), Ireland (April 15) and hosts West
Indies (April 19) in their last three
Super Eightmatches.

"This game was important for us
because we were a bit laidback. It (the
win) has brought a bit of our toughness
back. We have a chance now. If we
had lost, we would have absolutely no
chance. We do have a chance now,
butwe have towork really hard.

"This is a big win for Bangladesh. It
is more important because it shows
that we are in the Super Eights not just
to participate, but to show the world we
are capable of pulling off big sur-
prises."

Asked by AFP if Bangladesh had
finally shed their minnows' tag after
wins over India and South Africa, he
said: "l leave itfor the people to decide.

"Our job is to play the game in the
right manner. If we can keep doing like
this, keep playing good cricket, | leave
ittothe people whatthey call us."

The defeat was hard to swallow for
South African captain Graeme Smith.

"Its difficult to come up with
answers after the Bangladesh defeat.
We didn't do the basics well and gave
them an opportunity. They grabbed it
with both hands", said Smith after the
match.

He also praised man-of-the-math
Ashraful.

"His innings changed things, he set
it well, worked the field welland kept us
under pressure through the 50 overs
fromwhen he came into bat."

There was however little praise
backin SouthAfrica.

"Proteas humiliated" read the
headline in the Sunday Times which
said the hopes of glory for the team
ranked number one in the world in
one-day cricket had "suffered a severe
setback" as a result of their "dismal
performance”.

"The defeat plunged South Africa
from being among the favourites to
reach the semi-finals to possibly
needing to win all three of their remain-
ing matches against the West Indies,
England and New Zealand," the paper
added.

Former South African captain
Kepler Wessels said Greame Smith's
team had been guilty of underestimat-

ing a Bangladesh side which has
already accounted for India in the first
round of the tournament in the
Caribbean.

"We probably turned up and
thought it was a walk in the park,
something we could take for granted,"
he said on the Supersport cable
network.

"We left the spinner out but where
are we? Sometimes we have to think
on our feet," said former chairman of
selectors Omar Henry Henry, himself
aleft-arm spinner.

"We have gone in with a very one-
dimensional approach," agreed
Wessels.

"We do not have the bowling
options. We were exposed, badly
exposed."

LEADERS GREET CRICKET
TEAM

President Prof lajuddin Ahmed,
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed,
Speaker M Jamiruddin Sircar,
Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina and BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia have congratulated
Bangladesh cricket team on their
stunning victory over South Africa in
the World Cup Cricket at Guyana
Saturday night, reports UNB.

In a message, the president
hoped that the national cricket team
would be able to build on their
success in the days ahead by show-
ing their skill and efficiency.

The chief adviser in a message
lauded the Bangladeshi players,
coach and the other officials of the
cricket team and said the country-
men are exalted at the victory. "This
victory has elevated Bangladesh to
a higher position in the world cricket
arena.”

The Awami League president in
her message said: “victory of our
young cricketers against the top
class teams of the cricket world one
after another proved that at present,
Bangladesh is name of a new power
inthe cricketworld.”

The BNP chairperson in her
message said this historic victory is
the fruit of long endeavour and this
trend of success would continue in
future too.

Food price hike
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consumed by poor people, rose by
18 percent.

In last one year, wheat prices
went up by about 31 percent while
soybean oil prices increased by
41.49 percent.

According to the TCB data, onion
prices shot up by 12.82 percent in
the last one month while the rate
was 91.30 percent in the last one
year.

Banking sector sources said at
present there is no scarcity in pro-
duction of commodities in the coun-
try and importis also adequate.

However, the central bank offi-
cials predict further rise in the infla-
tion rate in April due to the recent
hike of petroleum prices between 16
and 21 percent.

Sources said the hike would
cause more inflation hike if the
government fails to check irrational
climb of transport costs.

"The government will have to
work hard for smooth agricultural
production to halt further rise of
inflation rates," a source viewed.

Zero-duty
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be settled through existing mech-
anisms between the two neigh-
bours.

The adviser said a foreign
secretary-level meeting between
the two countries would be held
soon to deal with the longstanding
problems.

He denied a report broadcast
by an Indian TV channel on anti-
Indian insurgent camps in
Bangladesh and reaffirmed that
Bangladesh would not allow its
territory to be used by any insur-
gents against India or any other
country.

About the chief adviser's meet-
ing with Nepalese Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala, the adviser
said the problem of direct trade
between Bangladesh and Nepal
was discussed. He said both
Dhaka and Kathmandu would
request Delhi to help remove the
obstacles to direct trade through
Phulbari and Banglabandh.

“Given the friendly relations
with India, we hope the problem
will be solved,” he said, adding
that Bangladesh, Bhutan and
Nepal could enhance their trade
relations by resolving the prob-
lems.

About the CA's meeting with
Pakistan Prime Minister Shaukat
Aziz, the adviser said Islamabad
would give wheat worth $10 mil-
lion to Bangladesh as a “token of
friendship”.

Direct air link between Dhaka
and Colombo came up during the
CA's meeting with Sri Lankan
President Mahinda Rajapaksa, he
said.

Describing the outcome of the
Saarc Summit as “superb”, the
adviser said Bangladesh's pro-
posals relating to steps to deal
with adverse impacts of climate
change, telephone-tariff reduction
and development of tourism were
incorporated in the Delhi
Declaration.

Saarc Youth Camp will be held
in Bangladesh this year. Besides,
as per Bangladesh's proposal, the
main campus of the South Asian
University will be established in
India while satellite campus will
be set up in other member-
countries, he said.

item list

The adviser said Saarc Council
of Ministers would meet in New
Delhi in November or December
when they will review the project
proposals to be submitted by
ADB, the World Bank and UNDP
to enhance cooperation in food
security, energy, flood control and
water management and environ-
ment.

The adviser said the caretaker
government wouldn't stay in
power for a single day than neces-
sary and would transfer power to
an elected government after
elections.

“Bangladesh government is
constitutionally constituted,” he
told the journalists when asked to
comment on Saarc leaders' atti-
tude towards the caretaker gov-
ernment.

Duta protests
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power to an elected government
through holding a fair election in a
quickest time, rather to be in power."

Itis not the duty of Mainul Hosein
to "make true teachers" as he has
specific duties and responsibilities
as the law adviser, said the state-
ment signed by the Duta General
Secretary Prof Mohammad Anwar
Hossain.

The meeting also spoke strongly
for stern punishment to those teach-
ers who are criticised by people for
their unethical activities and have
caused immense loss to the nation.

The Public University Ordinance
1973 has been made the target for
criticisms regarding the corruption,
irregularities and politicisation in the
public universities, the meeting
noted adding that, in reality, the
naked interferences of the govern-
ments and their loyalists, who run
the universities as per their direc-
tion, are to be held responsible.

Observing that the 73 Ordinance
is the outcome of the country's
Liberation War, the meeting decided
that the teachers would not accept
any one-sided amendment of the
Ordinance without discussion with
them first, the statementread.

Indian FM
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The truck driver apparently lost
control when a tire burst as
Mukherjee's convoy was driving
past in the opposite lane, Kanojia
said.

Mukherjee was first taken to a
village clinic near the site of the
accident, about 130km north of
Kolkata, where he was "given
stitches in his head and oxygen and
saline to stabilise his condition," PTI
reported, quoting a doctor.

He was then transferred to a
hospital in a nearby town where a
team of army doctors and neurosur-
geons rushed to meet him.

Mukherjee is close to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and
Congress party leader Sonia
Gandhi. He was first named
defence minister after Congress
returned to power in 2004, and
became foreign minister in an
October Cabinet reshuffle.

Two West Bengal state politi-
cians were also hurt in the accident,
along with Mukherjee's driver and
security guard, both whom were
reportedly in serious condition.

Nor'wester kills 3
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sadar upazila early Sunday morning
and leftone person dead.

The dead was identified as Abdul
Khaleq, 40, from Shimantopur
village of Rashidabad union.

At around 1:00am, the storm hit
Kishoreganj municipal area,
Rashidabad, Binnati, Boulai and
Maria unions. Crops including
paddy, maize and vegetables were
destroyed by the storm.

Abdul Khaleq was critically
injured during the storm inside his
shop at Latifpur bazar. The doctor
on duty declared him dead after he
was taken to Kishoreganj Sadar
Hospital.

8-yr-old boy
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Baghghona in Lalkhan Bazar area
of Chittagong on Saturday.

The mother of the victim
Shahnaz Begum filed the case
against Pappu, whose parents are
her neighbours, on Saturday with
Khulshi Police Station.

In the case the complainant
alleged that Pappu raped her
daughter on February 24 when the
two children were playing near a hill
close to there home.

The victim was admitted to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital (CMCH) on February 27
due to excessive bleeding.

Pappu's mother, however,
claimed that the case was fabri-
cated against Pappu with the inten-
tion to harass her family.

Meanwhile, the case raised
doubts among locals since the
victim was hospitalised three days
after the incident allegedly took
place, the case was filed over a
month after the alleged incident and
the accused was too young.

Repeated attempts were made
to have the comments of the investi-
gation officer of the case Sub-
inspector Sharafat Ullah but he
could not be reached.

Fake admissions
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necessary measures to identify the
syndicate involved with it," Prof
Yusuf Haider said.

The probe committee on
Wednesday gave a list of 30 identi-
fied fake students to the police. It
also sent show cause notices to the
students concerned asking them to
reply within 15 days why their
admissions will not be cancelled.

"We have information that some
consultancy firms, mainly located in
Panthapath area of the city, are
involved in the forgery," a member of
the committee said.

DU authorities on April 4 formed
a five-member committee, compris-
ing the dean of social science fac-
ulty and the chairmen of different
departments in the faculty, to inves-
tigate if there were anomalies in the
faculty's admission process.

Sources said committees should
also be formed to review the admis-
sion process of the faculties of
business studies and science.

Meanwhile, the 11 departments
of the social science faculty held a
meeting on Wednesday to review
the progress of its probe into the
fake admission.

The meeting was told that fake
admissions in the faculty took place
in the name of re-admission and
under the quota system.

Sources said the meeting sus-
pected that an office assistant of the
public administration department is
involved in the forgery of docu-
ments.

The official has long remained
absent on the ground of ill health.
The department asked him to join on
Thursday otherwise departmental
proceedings would be taken against
him.

US, UK
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possible timetable, the spokesman
said Bangladesh has to determine
it.

“We are consistently urging the
caretaker government, in our
engagement with them, to create
conditions conducive to early and
credible elections that can sustain
democracy in Bangladesh,” said the
spokesman.

Meanwhile, British High
Commissioner Anwar Choudhury
met Foreign Affairs Adviser Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury at the foreign
ministry yesterday afternoon.

Rajshahi mayor
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complaint are former deputy
commissioner (DC) of Rajshahi
Aziz Hasan and then Rajshahi
superintendent of police (SP)
Masud Miah (dismissed in 2006).

Advocate Moazzem Hossain
from Mollahpara of Rajshahi city
lodged the complaint with Rajpara
Police Station in Rajshahi at
4:00pm.

Police officially received the
complaint at 7:00pm and sent it
for home ministry's recommenda-
tion as to whether the complaint
can be filed as a regular case.

The compliant has many com-
ponents for it to be filed as a sedi-
tion case, said a senior police
official.

This is the first complaint filed
against mayor Minu implicating
him with JMB.

In his complaint, advocate
Moazzem said on May 23, 2004,
assisted by the accused four --
mayor Minu, barrister Aminul, DC
Hasan and SP Masud -- JMB
leaders Prof Lutfar Rahman,
Mahtab Khamaru, Abdus Sattar,
Jalil Amin, Natib Lutfar and others
gathered around 2,000 militant
activists from Rajshahi and its
adjacent areas and marched
toward Rajshabhi city.

The militants paraded differ-
ent city streets and chanted
various anti-state slogans that

included declaring a war against
Bangladesh and vows to form an
Islamic jihad group in their bid to
establishing an Islamic state in
the country.

The JMB militants from the
procession also submitted
memorandums to the then DC
and SP.

Later, the JMB militants held a
street rally in front of Rajshahi
Court. In the rally, many militant
leaders boasted that mayor Minu,
barrister Aminul, DC Hasan and
SP Masud had assured them
(JMB) of extending full coopera-
tion and support in JMB's bid to
establishing an Islamic state.

Militant leaders also declared
that they were pledged to "change
the map of the country" and both
Minu and Aminul would help JMB
strengthen by providing the nec-
essary financial and administra-
tive assistance.

Moreover, the JMB leaders
announced that they would Kkill
leaders of different political par-
ties as well as journalists who
stood in their way.

The militants delivered similar
speeches from another rally
organised later at zero point of
Saheb Bazar, the complainant
added.

Iraqg attack kills 23
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The unrest provided a grim back-
drop for Irag's dwindling Christian
minority who donned their Sunday
best for traditional Easter Church
services before retiring to quiet
celebrations athome.

In his Easter blessing, Pope
Benedict XVIlamented that "nothing
positive comes from Iraq" -- home to
one of the world's oldest Christian
communities.

Insurgents continue to stage
attacks -- mainly bombings --
despite a massive US and Iraqi
security operation launched eight
weeks ago to quell bloodshed in
Baghdad that has killed thousands
inthe pastyear alone.

US and lIraqgi military officials
insist that execution-style killings
were falling in the city since the
crackdown began on February 14.

US military spokesman Major
General William Caldwell said they
were down 60 percent in the fort-
night covered by "the last week of
March and first (week of) April"
compared to the similar period the
months before.

For the whole of March, he said,
such killings fell by 26 percent
compared to February.

"It is not a trend but we continue
to see that it has stayed lower. We
are encouraged by the positive
sign," Caldwell said, but did not offer
any actual figures to substantiate
his analysis.

Iragi Brigadier General Qassim
Atta Mussawi, spokesman for
Operation Fardh al-Qanoon (Impos-
ing Law) launched in Baghdad, also
insisted that fewer bodies of uniden-
tified men were now being found on
the streets of the capital.

"Such bodies do not exceed
eight on a daily basis. And that is not
a large number," said Mussawi at a
joint news conference with
Caldwell.

Before the crackdown began,
dozens of bodies of handcuffed and
blindfolded men riddled with bullets
were found daily in Baghdad.

South of Baghdad, fighting was
continuing for a third day in the
central Shia city of Diwaniyah
between milittamen and US and
Iraqi troops.

Doctor Hamid Gaati said that

over the past three days in the city
the hospital had recorded nine dead
and 25 wounded. Wards were
running short of medicine and
medical staff faced difficulties
getting to work.

"So far, we have achieved great
success fighting the terrorists," said
Major General Oothman Faroud,
commander of the 8th Iraqi army
divisionin the city.

Irag's radical Shia cleric
Mogtada al-Sadr on Sunday urged
his militamen and security forces to
end the fight in Diwaniyah, saying it
was a"trap" by US-led forces.

"Iraq has had enough blood-
shed. The occupation forces led by
the biggest evil, America, is working
to sow dissent either directly or
through its agents," said a state-
ment stamped and issued by his
office in Najaf.

Sadr has repeatedly called for
foreign troops to leave Iraq, while
the US military accuse his militia of
killing SunniArabs.

On Sunday, thousands of Shias
were gathering in Najaf for a mas-
sive anti-US rally being held on
Monday's fourth anniversary of the
fall of Baghdad, police said.

Hundreds of Iragi flags were
raised over government buildings in
Najaf and in public squares, an AFP
journalist reported.

"It will be an Iragi demonstration
in the name of all Iraqis. We will
raise the Iraqi flag and also banners
demanding that the occupation
leave," a representative of Sadr in
his Najaf office told AFP on condition
of anonymity.

On March 30, Sheikh Abdul Hadi
al-Muhamadawi, speaking on
behalf of Sadr in Kufa, urged Iraqis
to protest on April 9, the fourth
anniversary of the fall of Baghdad
and the overthrow of Saddam.

Joynal Hazari
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police-BDR joint raid on his home on
March 17,2001.

He was tried in absentia in three
cases and awarded life imprison-
ment, ten years and seven years jail
respectively. He faces more than a
dozen other criminal cases.

Iraq premier barred

FROM PAGE 16
Iranian officials were unavailable to
comment early Sunday.

If the refusal to allow Iraqg's
leader to cross Iran in his govern-
ment plane was anything more than
the result of confusion or poor
communication, the incident would
be a major snub for al-Maliki.

He is not known to have flown to
Iran or used its airspace since he
became prime ministerin June. Iraqi
President Jalal Talabani flew to
Tehran in November for meetings
with government officials.

Iraq has found itself in a very
difficult diplomatic position since the
US-led invasion four years ago. It
has at once found it necessary to
court good relations with Tehran, its
neighbour on the east, while not
angering the Americans, who con-
sider the Tehran regime to be what

President Bush has called a
member of the "Axis of Evil."

The United States has accused
Iran of arming Iraqi militiamen and of
trying to build a nuclear weapon.

The relationship became further
complicated when the United States
detained five Iranians in the north-
ern city of Irbil in January and
refused to release them or allow
Iranian officials a chance to visit the
men.

Iraqg's position grew even more
complicated last month when Iran
captured a British navy crew and
held it for 13 days. Britain, which has
more than 7,000 troops in southern
Iraq as part of the US-led coalition in
the country, patrols the Iraqgi coast-
line in the Gulf, where territorial

water boundaries are easily vio-
lated. Iran said the British crew was
in its waters. Britain denied the
charge.

Al-Maliki, a Shia who owes his
position to support from radical Shia
cleric Mugtada al-Sadr, would be
expected to find favour with the
Iranian regime, a Shia theocracy.
Tehran is said to be aiding al-Sadr's
Mahdi Army militia with weapons
and money in its fight to force an
American troop withdrawal.

Al-Maliki, however, bowed to US
pressure early this year and
demanded that al-Sadr rein in his
militia in advance of the US-Iraqi
security crackdown in Baghdad.
That operation is now in its eighth
week and has seen several key
Mahdi Army members detained by
the US military.

Al-Maliki has been unable to
persuade the Americans to free a
top Mahdi Army official, Qais al-
Khazaali, who is believed to be
Iran's main link to the militia. Al-
Khazaali was captured by US forces
lastmonth.

A US Embassy official reached
early Sunday said he was not aware
of the Iranian refusal to allow al-
Maliki to cross its airspace.

Al-Maliki was travelling to Japan
to finalize a loan for Irag to repair
and upgrade the lIrag's energy
industry. When it was announced in
December, the loan was worth
$707.53 million.
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