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Theatre Festival
Organiser: Oboyob Natya Dol

Play: Joldash

Troupe: Dhaka Padatik

Venue: Experimental Theatre Hall,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Date: April 9

Time: 7:00pm

Play: Shey Ek Rajyo

Troupe: Aboyab Natya Dol
Venue: Experimental TheatreHall,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Date: April 11

Time: 7:00pm

Rangeen Utshob:
25 Years of Natural
Dyes in

B

Bangladesh

Organiser: The National Crafts
Council of Bangladesh

Date: April 5-May 5

Venue: Aranya, 60 Kamal Ataturk
Avenue Banani

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Aesthetic Beauty of Trees
Photographer: Ismat Jahan

Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, House 16
Road 36, Gulshan Avenue

Date: April 5-18

Time:11:00am-8pm

Title: The Lovers and the Leavers
Photographer: Abeer Hoque
Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58, Road
15A, Dhanmondi

Date: April 5-10

Time: 3:00pm-8pm

Bhawaiya Festival
Organiser. Bhawaiya Angon
Venue: Shawkot Osman Memorial
Auditorium, Central Public Library,
Shahbag

Date: April 8

Time: 3pm

Florence Nightingale of Dhaka

Documentary on Dr Zohra Kazi premiered

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

T HE premier show and VCD launching of

the documentary on Dr Zohra Kazi was

held on March 7 at the main auditorium,
National Museum. Made by Mahbubul Alam
Taru, the documentary was released under the
banner of Jharna bioscope. Chief guest of the
event was National Professor Dr Nurul Islam.
Special guests were Professor Muzaffar
Ahmad, chairman TIB and June Rollinson,
director of British Council. Professor Syed
Mudasser Ali presided over the event.

Ninety-six year old (though she claims to be
100) Dr Zohra Begum Kazi, known as the
'Florence Nightingale of Dhaka' is recognised
as the first Bengali Muslim female doctor.

Taru's tribute to womanhood through Dr
Zohra, zeroes in on her eventful life and medi-
cal career. In a sense she had a head start of
her women contemporaries. Her father, late Dr
Kazi Abdus Sattar was a renowned physician
and a political personality of the subcontinent.
He was a close associate of Mahatma Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru and Vallabhai Patel, among
other eminent personalities.

Dr Zohra matriculated with distinction from
Aligarh Muslim Ladies School. Subsequently
she passed intermediate from Lady Hardinge
Medical College, Delhi. From this college she
bagged an MBBS degree in 1932. She was
also honoured with the Viceroy's degree and is
the only one to get an honorary Member of the
Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynae-
cologists (MRCOG).

After her MBBS, Zohra worked for 13 years
in several places of undivided India. Later she
joined the Dhaka Medical College & Hospital
(DMCH) and worked as a teacher and doctor.
Here she took on the post of professor and
head of the department of obstetrics and
gynaecology. At the same time, she was also
serving as honorary doctor at the Combined
Military Hospital, Dhaka Cantonment. On her
retirement from DMCH in 1973, she served as

Visiting artists from Canada

FAYZA HAQ

Patricia Brennan and
Sheherezade Alam are two Cana-
dian artists who recently came to
Dhaka. The artists presented
videos of their work at the Bengal
Gallery and the Canadian Club.

Patricia said, "I majored in
drawing and painting, with a
minor in sculpture. | started out as
a painter but kept coming back to
sculpture. Rajni Alexander, the
director of CIDA came to Toronto.
Her new home was developed by
me about 20 years ago. She
invited Sheherezade and me to
her new home and there on the
coffee table was a beautiful book
on Bangladesh. Sheherezade
knew some of the painters
through her husband Zahurul
Akhlaq. This was the birth of the
idea of our visit to Bangladesh."

Talking about her style Patricia
said, "I've moved from figurative
to abstract. I've used many differ-
ent materials. I've moved into clay
after doing portraits in painting.
Working with moulds | got into
painting again. Coming back to
New York from studying in Rome
in 1982 she developed a system
which resulted in a mixed media
show called "Blueprint Valley
sweep" This work explored fig-
ure/landscape collages with
photo-silkscreen printed onto
white porcelain. She did a project
Guardians & Archangels from
Earth which won her a tour of
Russiain 1991.

a consultantin Holy Family Hospital.

Her years at DMCH were an eye opener.
Here she realised the plight of women patients
who were ignorant of allopathic medicine and
treatment and often succumbed to their ail-
ments. Reluctant to seek outdoor medical
assistance in male dominated hospitals, many
took their last breath. To help out these suffer-
ing women, Zohra often used to visit them in
their homes and persuade them to cast away
their taboos and superstitions.

For her groundbreaking work, she won the

Dr Zohra Kazi (C) in a scene from the documentary
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Begum Rokeya Padak in 2002.

in1971.

On February 21, Zohra organised emer-
gency treatment for the leaders of the Lan-
guage Movement and enabled them to go out
safely. She also helped the Freedom Fighters

To filmmaker Taru goes the credit for draw-
ing out the initially reluctant Zohra over a
course of seven months.

ERSHAD KAmMOL

To mark its 10th anniversary, theatre
troupe Oboyob Natya Dal has
arranged a four-day theatre festival
at the Experimental Theatre Stage.
The festival featuring four perfor-
mances -- Rupoboti, a Shubochan
Natya Sangsad production;
Dakghar, a Swapnodal production;
Jalodash, a Dhaka Padtik production
and Shey Ek Rajyo, an Oboyob
Natya Dal production -- began on
April 7.

The inaugural programme was
presided over by S M Taslim, presi-
dent of Oboyob Natya Dal. M Hamid,
chairman of Bangladesh Group
Theatre Federation, was the chief
guest. Jhuna Chowdhury, general
secretary of the federation and Kazi
Mizanur Rahman, president of Mirpur
Sangskritik Oikya Forum were the
special guests atthe programme.

Though founded in April 4, 1997,
Oboyob has so far produced nine
plays and eight street theatre produc-
tions. "Most of these performances
are quality productions", praised the
guests at the programme. With a gap
on April 10, the festival will continue
till April 11.

On the first day of the festival
Shubochan Natya Sangsad staged
its popular production Rupoboti.

" Theatre Festival by
Oboyob Natya Dal begins
'Rupoboti’ staged on the first day

M Hamid speaks at the inauguration

Nasrin Jahan's play Rupobati high-
lights the scourge of poverty in the
rural areas, where people are often
compelled to leave their dearest ones
in search of a better life.

The play features the conflict
between love and destitution. A piper
in the play wanders from village to
village in search of the killer of his
beloved, Rupoboti. Who is the killer?
Is he an individual or a faceless
entity? At the end of the play one
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comes to realise that it is poverty that
makes people like the flutist and
Rupoboti suffer.

Directed by Khaled Khan, Ahsan
Habib Nasim is the music composer
and Anisul Haque Barun is the chore-
ographer of the play. Enamul Karim
Nirjhar is the set designer while Abu
DaudAshrafee is the light designer.

PHOTO: STAR

Patricia Brennan

Patricia has studied under
Jock Macdonald, Andre Bieler,
Nino Caruso, Robert Kaupelis
and Richard Pochinko. Her
awards include ones from Japan,
Russia, USAand Canada.

Scheherezade Alam said, "The
Muslim artisan is awestruck by
the alchemy of matter, earth, fire,
water and air which transform
each other to become this pot.
Clay chose me, so that the earth
could dance in my hands. The
grand tradition and the contempo-
rary are embedded in these ves-
sels."

Scheherezade studied in
Lahore and London and was a
lecturer in ceramics at Ankara in

Scheherezade Alam

1994. She had solo shows at
Washington DC and Arcadia Art
Gallery, Ontario. Her inspiration
comes from the great traditions in
the pottery world, specially the
indigenous pottery in Pakistan.

Scheherzade concluded,
"When | use the hand, | think of
the ancient hands that moulded
the figurines. | lived in America,
Turkey and Scotland. I've lived in
Canada for 13 years and it was
only recently that | made the
decision to come back to Pakistan
as my parents are getting old.”

Wahlberg to star
in Shyamalan's
latest thriller

Something is “Happening” to Mark
Wahlberg.

Wahlberg has signed on to star in
M. Night Shyamalan's new thriller
The Happening, according to Daily
Variety. He will play a man who takes
his family on the run when a cataclys-
mic natural crisis threatens to end the
world.

Shooting is slated to begin in
August in Philadelphia with a release
planned for June, 2008.

Wahlberg is also set to step into
the ring with Matt Damon in Para-
mount's The Fighter, a drama about
boxer “Irish” Micky Ward's (played by
Wahlberg) unlikely road to the world
light welterweight title. His Rocky-like
rise was shepherded by half-brother
Dicky (played by Damon), a boxer-
turned-trainer who rebounded in life
after nearly being KO'd by drugs and
crime.

Source: Internet

Mark Whalberg
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'No weirdness' for China's 'ldol' series

AP, Beijjing

Tears, wild hair and unhealthy songs are banned when
China's latest version of American Idol goes on air next
month.

"No weirdness, no vulgarity, no low taste," the State
Administration of Radio, Film and Television (SARFT)
said last Friday in a notice to the producers of Happy
Boys Voice, according to the official Xinhua News
Agency.

The talent show, to be broadcast beginning May 1, is
a sequel to the hugely popular TV contest Super Girls
Voice in 2005, which drew more than 400 million view-
ers. The woman who won that contest became a popular
singerin China.

But Xinhua said the competition drew official and
public criticism for promoting vulgarity.

Happy Boys Voice should include only "healthy and
ethically inspiring" songs and avoid scenes of scream-
ing fans orlosing contestants in tears," the regulator was
quoted as saying.

The show should "maintain a happy atmosphere,"
SARFT said in the notice to the show's producer, a
television station in the central province of Hunan.

It said scenes of wailing and screaming were "low
taste."

And in a move that would shock Simon Cowell, the
acid-tongued judge of the Fox network's American Idol,
the broadcast watchdog said judges were prohibited
"from mocking or humiliating contestants."

Contestants must be at least 18, and Xinhua said,
"their hairstyles, clothes, fashion accessories, language
and manners should be in line with the mainstream
values."

Hunan TV President Ouyang Changlin was quoted by
Xinhua as saying the station would abide by the rules.

China's Super Girl winner from '05 Li Yuchun performs in Beijing

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsible
forany change in the programme.

* News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm. (To be telecast on all Bangla
channels).

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pmand 8:00 pm.

CHANNEL 1

News (Bangla) at 8:00am.
12:00pm. 2:30pm. 6:30pm.
7:30pm. 10:00pm. 12:30am
BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 8:00am. 2:00pm.
6:00pm. 7:15pm. 10:30pm.
News Headlines (Bangla) at
9:00pm

News Headlines (English) at9:05pm

PICK OF THE DAY

TinTin

On Channeliat9:35pm
Drama Serial

Cast: Tinni, Tisha

BTV 06:20  Antoraler Kotha
08:45  Independence Day UE g:c BIangIadesh
Parade T
09:05  Shomapti ’ Trama erial: 1in
11:15  Musical Programme 10:00 Dm Serial: Shad
12:00  Maa O Shishur : R’ama Se"a - onada
Kotha B G
12:30  Swapno Shonar : r ameenriione
G Ajker Shangbad
aon Potro
01:00  Mati O Manush 0
01:30  Shukhi Poribar CHANNEL 1
02:15  Sisimpur 08:40  Shuprobhat
02:40  Swapno Bangladesh
03:05 Cartoon 09:30  Chokh Mele Dekhi
03:30  Football Shekha 10:00  Cartoon
04:00  Onu Porumanu 10:30  Bangla Feature Film
04:30  Agrodut 02:00 PadmoRaag
06:10  Kobi O Kobita 03:30  Mission to Sudan ICC World Cup 2007
06:40  Crocket Cricket 04:30  Aporajeo Bangla OnBtvat7:15pm
07:15  ICC World Cup 06:00 Saaj Bela Ireland Vs New Zealand
2007: Ire Land Vs 06:30  Top News Providence Stadium, Guyana
New Zealand 06:45  Muktir Judho
Channel i 07:00  Muktir Judho O 05:40  Diner Sheshey Dixie
08:05 Wakathan Amara _ 06:25  Beer Shenani 08:50  Hitchhiker's Guide
09:45  Public Reaction 08:15  Drama: TumiAmar | 06:40  Bishwacup Protidin To The Galaxy
09:50  Tritiomatra Ahonkar 08:15  Bondi Shibir Theke | 10:45  Truth About Charlie,
12:30  Citycell Taroka 09:30  Alor Be'lrnochhota Bolchhi The
Kathan 11:00  Swadhin Banglabetar | 08:55  Hridoyer Gaan 12:30  Zyzzyx Rd.
01:05  Ebong Cinemar BANGLAVISIO 09:10  Drama: Khola STAR PLUS
Gaan N Janala 08:30  Krisshna Arjun
01:30  Shangbad Potre , STAR MOVIES | o09:00 BolyV- StarPius
Bangladesh 09:05 Independence Day : .
09:05  Sleepover 09:05  V Trailers - Star Plus
01:45  Public Reaction Farade :
: . . 10:35  Tailor Of Panama 09:30  Kumkum - Pyara Sa
02:40  Selected Drama 12:30  Drama: Daag
: . ] 12:20  Maid Of Honor Bandhan
04:05  Crictalk Bishwa Cup | 03:10  Shurjodoyer Kabyo i
: Soectal Chitro 01:55  Coyote Ugly 10:00  V Trailers - Star Plus
pecia . .
0450 S Re Ga e 04:20  Agni Jhora Din 03:35  Santa Baby 10:30  Shaka Laka Boom
: i i 05:00 Drama Serial: Guest | 0910 First Daughter Eoell
05:30  Muktijudho Protidin 07:00 Because Of Winn- 11:30  Kahaani Ghar Ghar

Kii
11:55  Bolly V - Star Plus 05:55
12:00  V Trailers - Star Plus 06:00
12:25  Bolly V - Star Plus 06:25
12:30  Kayamath 06:30
01:00  Kasautii Zindagii Kay 07:00
01:30  Kumkum - Pyara Sa 07:25

Bandhan 07:30
02:00  Bhabhi 07:55
02:30  Kesar 08:00
03:00  Saarrthi 08:30
03:30  Kyunki Saas Bhi 09:00

Kabhi Bahu Thi 09:30
04:00 Kayamath
04:30  Karam Apnaa Apnaa 10:30
05:00  Aek Chabhi Hai

STAR WORLD 06:30  Extreme Machines STAR SPORTS
07:30  Lion Week )
08:30 Cheer§ 08:30  Mean Machines 08:30  Pro Bl:||| IRldersl
09:00  The Simpsons G e EER Asso?latlon Buil
09:30  Oprah Winfrey Show Chris Barrie 09:30 fpamsh Football
10:30  The Apprentice €ague
11:30 Crumt?sp 23:2 mf"e ngap”"s 11:30  The Masters 2007
12:00 8 Simple Rules 11:00 et 05:00  Debutants
12:30  Koffee With Karan ' evihingyouneed | o530 i
01:30  Angela's Eyes 1130 tL°| f';”::”the oo 06:00  Tra Badshah-Team 3d
02:30  The Oprah Winfrey NATIONAL 07:54 EZS:E;PLESEL
Show
03:30  The Bold And The GEOGRAPHIC 12:00  The Masters 2007
Beautiful 08:30  Arctic Oasis ESPN
04:00  General Hospital 09:30  Return Of The 08:30  Asian X Games Vi
05:00  Fashion House Predator Presented By To
06:00  Less Than Perfect 10:30  Telemall 09:00  Taking Guard - West
06:30  The Simpsons 11:15  Global Sky Shop Indies Special
07:00  Cheers 11:30  The Killer In Room 09:30 2006 Jump Rope
07:30  Friends Sr8 911 National Champion
08:00  Seinfeld 12:30  Philiadelphia Mystery 10:30  Commonwealth Bank
08:30 My Wife And Kids 01:30  Millau Bridge Series 2006-07
09:00  Still Standing 02:30  Nyack, Cinder, Clancy | 12:00  India?S Best With
Padoss Mein 09:30  The King Of Queen 03:00 Macaws Sunil Gavaskar
Bolly V - Star Plus 10:00  Frasier 03:30  Return Of The 12:30  English Premier
V Trailers - Star Plus 10:30  Fashion House Predator Football League
Bolly V - Star Plus . . i
Alacjldin DISCOVERY g:gg gjjsl;:t;sln Western e LT::?;;: —
That's So Raven CHANNEL 0z 04:00  English Premier
Bolly V - Star Plus 08:30  Wild Discovery 05:30  Backyard Science League Highlight
Prithviraj Chauhan 09:30  Discovery Biggest 06:00  Croc Fest 05:00  Taking Guard - West
Bolly V - Star Plus Shows 06:30  Return Of The Indies Special
Baa Bahoo Aur Baby 11:30  Junkyard Wars Predator 05:30  Premiership Midweek
Karam Apnaa Apnaa 12:30  Ten Years Younger 07:30  The Real Serengeti 05:40  English Premier
Kasautii Zindagii Kay 01:30  Wild Discovery 08:30  Air Crash Investiga- Football League
Kaun Banega 02:30  Detective Stories tion 07:45  Premiership Midweek
Crorepati- Stk 03:30  Planet Earth 09:30  Kobe Earthquake 10:00  English Premier
Kahaani Ghar Ghar 04:30  Wild Discovery 10:30  Warplanes Football League
Kii 05:30  Wild Safari 11:30  Swamp 12:00  Sportscenter India
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