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Photography 

Exhibition
Title: Aesthetic Beauty of Trees

Photographer: Ismat Jahan

Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, House 16 

Road 36, Gulshan Avenue

Date: April 5-18

Time:11:00am-8pm

Title: The Lovers and the Leavers

Photographer: Abeer Hoque 

Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58, 

Road 15A, Dhanmondi

Date: April 5-10

Time: 3:00pm-8pm

Bhawaiya Festival
Organiser: Bhawaiya Angon

Venue: Shawkot Osman Memorial 

Auditorium, Central Public Library, 

Shahbag

Date: April 8

Time: 3pm 
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Swapno Chura
On Banglavision at 9:30pm

Drama Serial 

Cast: Mir Sabbir, Sumaia Shimu

ICC World Cup 2007
On Btv at 7:15pm

Australia Vs England

Sir Vivian Richards Stadium, Antigua

PICK OF THE DAY

KARIM WAHEED

Who are we, he asked
Lovers, she said
to his wrinkling nose
It's not enough, he 
replied
Not even close...

           -- 
Now Stay

A B E E R  
H o q u e ' s  
o n g o i n g  

exhibition at Drik 
Gallery does not deal 
with a grim theme. It's 
not photo-journalism 
by any means; not 
even investigative. But 
then again labels are 
o f t e n  o v e r r a t e d ,  
unnecessary  and 
incomprehensive.

I f  t h e  b r a n d -
obsessed  pho to -
enthusiast must, the 
exhibition titled The 
Lovers and the Leav-
ers -- featuring photos 
and text -- can perhaps 
be considered an 
expression free of 
formality. 

A b e e r  i s  a  
Bangladeshi American 
writer. She was born in 
Enugu, Nigeria, and 
lived in the small 
university town of 
Nsukka (where her 
parents were both 

teaching) until she was 
13. Her family then 
moved to the suburbs 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania, where she 
c o m p l e t e d  h i g h  
school.  She considers 
Philadelphia her first 
real home in the US. 

S h e  
d i d  
b u s i-
n e s s  
under-
g r a d  
a n d  
g r a d  
school 
there .  
H o w-
e v e r ,  
S a n  
F r a n-
c isco ,  
where 
s h e  
l i v e d  

from 2001 to 2005 and 
did her writing degree, 
is her favourite city.

In summer 2005, 
she left US for Bang-
kok; the initial plan was 
to travel for a 
year (which 
h a s  n o w  
turned into 
t w o ) .  S h e  
spent autumn 
'05 in Bang-
kok, winter in 
Bangladesh, 
and spring '06 
in Barcelona. 
In fall '06, she 
returned to 
Bangladesh 
on a Fulbright 
scholarship. 
The Fulbright 
is funding her 
t o  l i v e  i n  
Bangladesh 
and India for 9 
m o n t h s  t o  
research and 
c r e a t e  a  
collection of 
s t o r i e s ,  
poems, and 

photographs that  
centre on perspective. 
She is still in awe that 
they are paying her to 
do what she would 
have done anyway.

The nitty-gritty: The 
Lovers and the Leav-
ers is a collection of 
stories and images 
from the subcontinent. 
Narratives -- visual and 
textual -- highlight the 
beautiful paradox that 
is the subcontinent. It's 
like a labyrinth, where 
one goes away only to 
realise he/she has 
moved closer. 

The stories are not 
always conjunctive, 
but it is this trait that 
validates the central 
theme. Tales unfold 
t h r o u g h  A b e e r ' s  
poems, stories and 
photos: they could be 
familiar to the viewer, 
relatable to someone 
they know. 

Not just the "you 
and I", inanimate 
objects often become 

lovers
. Take 
ricksh
a w s  
kissin
g 
under 
sodiu
m 
l i g h t  
i n  
Dhak
a ,  a  
crazy 
o l d  
d o o r  
i n  
Sonar
gaon, 
quilts 
drying 
in the 
sun in 
Feni ,  
green 
p e p p
e r s  
a n d  
a n  
orang
e 
pitche
r  i n  

Madras or bus 
o n  b u s  i n  
D h a k a ,  f o r  
instance. 

Among us, a 
brown boy in 
B a r c e l o n a  
grows up to 
have a tradi-
tional Tamilian 
w e d d i n g .  A 
mother of a 
visionary child 
i n  a  
Bangladeshi  
vil lage finds 
h e r s e l f  t h e  
centre of urban 
attention.  Ex-
lovers meet in 
Bombay,  as 

told by her, and then 
again years later in 
Kolkata, as told by him. 
Two women in Madh 
Island look suspi-
ciously at a curious 
photographer and girls 
in Dhaka, tota l ly  
oblivious of being 
photographed, whis-
per away in each 
other's ears. 

The exhibition will 
continue till April 10. 
Go ahead, indulge.

Moddhanho Bhoj Ki Hobey, a single episode TV play, will be aired today on 
ATN Bangla at 11:05am.

Written and directed by noted actor Abul Hayat, the play centres around 
Wasika,  born to a Bihari father, who grew up as a Bangladeshi. She loves 
Dolon. Both are university students. After graduation they decide to get 
married. When Dolon informs his mother about her, she invites Wasika to 
lunch. The story gets a twist at this point. Everything goes well until Dolon's 
mother finds 
o u t  a b o u t  
W a s i k a ' s  
Bihari back-
ground. She 
b e c o m e s  
furious. During 
the Liberation 
War Biharis, 
collaborating 
with the Paki-
s tan i  a rmy,  
k i l l e d  h e r  
parents. She 
tells Wasika 
that she will 
never a l low 
Dolon to marry 
a Bihari's daughter . 

Abul Hayat, Dolly Zahur, and Tarin play lead roles in the drama.

Artistes of Muktodhara Sangskriti Chorcha Kendro, a recital organi-
sation, performs Balika Ashram at Shawkat Osman Memorial audito-
rium, Central Public Library. The programme marked 17th anniver-
sary of the organisation

The Lovers and the Leavers
Photos and text by Abeer Hoque

TV play 'Moddhanho Bhoj Ki 
Hobey' on ATN Bangla

AHSAN HABIB 

The five-day Ethnic Diversity 
Council and Theatre Festival -- 
featuring plays, documentaries and 
discussions -- ended on April 6. On 
the last day a 'meet the audience' 
session, discussion and staging of 
a play were held at the Experimen-
tal Theatre Stage, Bangladesh 
Shilpakala Academy.

Theatrewala, a magazine on 
theatre, arranged a 'meet the 
audience' session including direc-
tors, playwrights and designers of 
the plays staged at the "Adibashi 
Natyatsab 2007". Mamunur 
Rashid, Mannan Hira, Jhimit 
Chakma, Cornel ius Hasda, 
S u b h a s h i s h  S i n h a ,  M a l a y  
Bhaumik, Brindabon Das, Nimai 
Tikri and Faiz Zahir, responded to 
the audiences' queries relating to 
their theatrical productions staged 
at the festival. Hassan Shahriar, 
editor of Theatrewala coordinated 
the event.

The queries of the audiences 
were focused on whether the plays 
(except Manipuri Theatre's produc-
tion Srikrishna Kirtan), could appro-
priately be considered 'adivasi 
natya'. Kania was written by a 
Bengali, Brindabon Das, and later 
translated into the Sadri language. 
Another Bengali Faiz Zahir guided 
the Chakmas to develop a play. 
The play Hakkanir Dhonpana was 
written by a Chakma playwright 
Mrittika Chakma. Two Bengali 
playwrights Mannan Heera and 
Malay Bhoumik jointly with 
Cornelius Hasda, a Santal, wrote 
Tunya. The audience was particu-
larly interested to know whether 
these practices were the manifes-
tation of further marginalisation of 
the minority cultures by imposing 
the dominant cultural forms.

However, the directors and 
playwrights view it as a cultural 
exchange that is essential for the 
growth of any national culture. 
Mamunur Rashid reminded every-

one that no one asks whether Nurul 
Deener Sharajibon is a 'Bangla 
natya' or not, though the form of the 
play did not originate in Bangla-
desh. “Then, why should anyone 
question the essence of these 
plays, being 'adivasi natya', as their 
traditional language, stories, 
dance, music and rituals were 
present in the plays?” he asked.

Subhashish Sinha, the director 
of Srikrishna Kirtan, proposed the 
title 'Ethnic Theatre Festival' to 
avoid controversy. Manipuri, in his 
words, is a well-developed 
national identity and in the context 
of Bangladesh they are not 
'adivasi'. “Manipuri is a unique 
identity, well established in the 
State of Manipur in India, with a 
fully developed modern mode of 
production, lifestyle and social, 
political and cultural institutions,” 
he said.

Responding to a question 
related to mixing Bangla folk 
music in Srikrishna Kirtan ,  
Subhashish said that though the 
play is Manipuri, Bangla folk 

music was used to make the play 
more interactive to the predomi-
nantly urban Bengali audience in 
Dhaka. He was particularly con-
scious to avoid marginalisation 
resulting from miscommuni cat-
ion.  He also informed that the 
troupe usually perform the play in 
rural areas in open stages with 30-
35 performers whereas in the 
festival it was performed by only 7 
actors.

Mamunur Rashid hoped that 
the troupes from different ethnic 
groups would contribute to 
develop their own theatrical 
forms. “We wanted to transfer 
theatrical skills that we hope they 
would nurture. I am sure they 
won't practice such urban theatre, 
rather theatre that is relatable to 
their own distinctive cultures. Our 
efforts have been to exhibit differ-
ent languages and cultures, and I 
believe, when it's presented 
through performing arts, the 
whole thing becomes livelier and 
more appealing,” he concluded.

Ethnic Diversity Council 
and Theatre Festival ends

Directors and playwrights exchange views 
with audience

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Ethnic Diversity Council and 
theatre festival wrapped up with 
staging of Raarang, an Aranyak 
Natya Dal production at the 
Experimental Theatre Stage on 
April 6. 

Raarang -- a Santal word 
meaning battle cry -- depicts the 
strife of the impoverished 
Santals against oppression in 
different ways including feudal-
ism, bigotry and so on imposed 
by the dominating Bengalis. 

Through the true story of 
Alfred Shoren, the playwright 
has portrayed an attempt at a 
revolution against discrimina-
tion. However, the 'battle cry' 
fails in the face of treachery of 
the Bengalis.

Mamunur Rashid directs 
Raarang. Faiz Zahir is the set 
and light designer of the play.

'Raarang' staged
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Clockwise (from top-left): Bombay: Now go, Dhaka: Girls whisper, Madras: Green peppers, orange pitcher 
and Sonargaon: Crazy old door
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Mamunur Rashid (2-R) along with other discussants at the programme
PHOTO: STAR

Tarin and Dolly Zahur in the play

A scene from Raarang
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